
 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.        —Matthew 5:14 

Curiosity and Creativity in Exile (final installment) 

During this unchartered landscape and 
unprecedented times of pandemic, these have 
been ripe opportunities for us to be curious 
and creative. In June, Susan Beaumont invites 
churches to ponder and share responses to “10 
Questions to Ask Now.” Over the past months, 
I’ve invited you into discerning space, honoring 
and pondering where God is and into that 
which God is inviting us into during this 
transitional, liminal time. This month, I invite 
you to consider the final four questions under 
the sub-heading: What Wants to Emerge? 
(As you see below, I’ve included the previous 
month’s questions so you may consider them 
altogether.) 

I recommend that you find a quiet space to 
sit, read each of these questions, and journal 
your responses. Then take the questions and 
responses to your ‘circles’ (church friends, 
ministry teams, small groups) and bring them 
in on the conversation. As you do this work, 
please email your responses to me 
(prmarc@slcmv.org)... I’d love to hear what 
you’re thinking!    

~ Sojourning with Jesus, Pr. Marc+ 
 

What Have We Lost? 
1.   What were we on the verge of discovering or 
accomplishing before the onset of the 
pandemic? What needs to move forward in 
different ways now? 
2. What was possible before that may not be 
possible for some time—if ever? 
 

3.   What seemed important before that feels 
superfluous now? 

What Did We Assume? 
4. What was undervalued before that may 
hold greater value now? 
5. What mattered about geography before that 
no longer matters? 
6.  What margin or lack of margin was built 
into our old model of doing church? What new 
abundance are we experiencing now? Where 
are we experiencing scarcity now that was not 
evident before? 

What Wants to Emerge? 
During a liminal* season for an 

organization, a new status quo emerges 
naturally over time as groups interact under 
conditions of upheaval, disturbance, or 
dissonance. Eventually, new structures arise in 
response to a changed environment. 
Organizations gravitate toward order over 
chaos. 

If we remain protective of the old status 
quo during the emergence process, our new 
order will look remarkably like the old 
normal—not much adaptation [transformation 
or reformation] will occur. 

When we ask better questions, we invite 
innovation into the new order. We can be led 
by the future itself into something fresh and 
exciting. We begin noticing what wants to 
emerge through us. 

 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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7.   What is our greatest asset now? 
8.   What relationships will we need to build on or strengthen in the months ahead? 
9.   What unique role might our congregation play in local, national, and even global recovery? 
10.   What long term changes in the bigger picture would we like to be part of bringing to 
fruition? 
 
These questions are not meant to be magic bullets that solve problems. The questions are merely 

an invitation to pay exquisite attention—to notice why we are making the choices we make, and what 
wants to happen next. The dialogue that these questions provoke can make the difference between 
merely surviving this season and thriving in the next. 

 
* Liminality (definition): A quality of ambiguity or disorientation that occurs in transitory situations and spaces, when a person  

or group of people is betwixt and between something that has ended, and a new situation not yet begun.  
According to Richard Rohr: “That space that human beings hate to occupy… where the biblical God is continually taking us.” 

 
Acknowledgement:  by Susan Beaumont, https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/10-questions-to-ask-now/ 

THOUGHTS FOR THE JOURNEY (Cont’d from Page 1) 

     BLOOD DRIVE 
     SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
           Multi-Purpose Room 
                          

      EXTRA BENEFIT FOR DONORS IN OCTOBER 
 

 
Salem  will continue to host the Pop Up Blood Donation site for BloodWorks NW in the  
coming months.  As before, all donations are by appointment only.  You can register for an appoint-
ment by calling 800-398-7888 or online at  https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/
Default.aspx 
 
Below are the scheduled dates and times.   
 
The BIG news is that if you donate blood in the month of October, BloodWorks NW will also  
provide you with a Covid-19 Antibody test,  FREE OF CHARGE.  
 
 October 13  10:00 am—5:00 pm 
 October 17  8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 October 20  9:30 am—5:30 pm 
 October 24  8:30 am—4:30 pm 
  
 November 16  10:00 am—5:00 pm 
 November 21  8:30 am—4:30 pm 
  
 December 22  10:00 am—5:00 pm 
 December 26  8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 December 29  9:30 am—5:30 pm 
 
Due to increased usage of type O Negative by hospitals, some appointment slots have been 
reserved for this blood type. If you are O Negative and can donate in the immediate future, please 
call us at 800-398-7888 or schedule@bloodworksnw.org for a special reservation time.   

http://www.susanbeaumont.com/
https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/10-questions-to-ask-now/
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
mailto:schedule@bloodworksnw.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
10am, Sundays, Drive-In Worship Update:  Rain or shine (and God-willing!), we will  
continue to gather for Drive-In Worship thru October 25 (Reformation Sunday). We ask that 
you enter the south parking lot via Hoag Road and exit by way of the east access onto  
LaVenture Road. Arrive a little early to get your parking spot. (Trucks, vans and large vehicles 
please park in the back row for increased visibility worshippers in cars.)  Worship video  
recordings, guide (bulletin), and sermon text are available on our website 
(www.slcmv.org). Each Sunday's worship will be posted online by 12:30pm.  Go to 
www.slcmv.org, click on WORSHIP, then select a Sunday you wish to access.  ** Salem Village  
residents (as well as anyone within 1,000 feet of Salem's south porch only) can listen to worship 
LIVE (Sundays at 10am) by tuning into FM radio station  98.7 
 
Tech savvy and want to serve?: We are making plans for an interactive worship and fellowship 
experience starting in November. To make this happen we need a few folx to help with the  
technical elements like Zoom hosting and managing comments, and videography (camera 
operator). We also have some new features on our website (www.slcmv.org) that would be fun to 
experiment with. If this is something in your 'wheelhouse', please contact Pastor Marc 
(prmarc@slcmv.org) or call (817-715-2737). 
 
* Faith Formation at Home: Journey through the Beatitudes each week up until Advent! 
While the focus group is families, this is a fun, lively experience for everyone. Here is your video link 
for week 2: https://youtu.be/sb5GYaK36ko . Attached are the printable resources (coloring 
page, etc.).  This week looks at the Beatitudes and what Jesus was doing by preaching them! Thanks 
to Illustrated Ministry for the curriculum.  Questions, more info? Contact Allison (aross@slcmv.org). 

Youth Ministry ZOOMS: We'll continue to have zooms this fall for each age group! We'll have 
time for a short devotional, check-in with each other, and some fun stuff, too! The link is the same 
for all groups and will remain the same throughout the Fall. I have found it helpful to copy the link 
and include in the notes section on my google calendar event. See below for link. A calendar of zooms 
is included below. Students requested that we start in October to let them wrap their heads around 
what school looks like this year and to meet twice a month . I look forward to seeing you!  
~ Allison  (aross@slcmv.org) 

TIMES:  Elementary - 1pm ;  High School - 2pm ; Middle School - 3:30pm 
DATES:  October 11 and 25 ; November 8 and 22 ; December 6 and 20 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/98247139094?
pwd=NWszbVU0TWFpZjRFWXVuRGFXeGtaZz09 ; Meeting ID: 982 4713 9094 ; Passcode: 228246 
 
Thank you for your financial support of Salem's ministry! Your contributions are a  
blessing and vital for Christ's ministry thru Salem. There are three ways to give:  
 
Text "GIVE" to the number (833)-893-0362 
Website (www.slcmv.org) and click on "GIVE" 
Mail to church Address: 2529 N. LaVenture Rd., Mount Vernon, WA 98273  
 
If you would like to visit or chat with Pastor Marc: please contact him directly by email 
(prmarc@slcmv.org) or phone (817-715-2737, leave a message if it goes to voice mail and he'll call 
you back asap). During this lonely and isolating time, please reach out to and check in with each  
other. 

http://www.slcmv.org
http://www.slcmv.org
http://www.slcmv.org/
mailto:prmarc@slcmv.org
https://youtu.be/sb5GYaK36ko
mailto:aross@slcmv.org
mailto:aross@slcmv.org
https://zoom.us/j/98247139094?pwd=NWszbVU0TWFpZjRFWXVuRGFXeGtaZz09
https://zoom.us/j/98247139094?pwd=NWszbVU0TWFpZjRFWXVuRGFXeGtaZz09
http://www.slcmv.org/
mailto:prmarc@slcmv.org
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Dear Beloveds of Christ, 
 

There are stories in this world that we will never know. Stories that beg to be told 
and yet they will never be heard because they have been forgotten, covered up, 
never told or intentionally destroyed. 
 

A few weeks ago, I was floating down the Wenatchee River on an inner tube. It 
was a beautiful day – perfect weather – no sign of humanity anywhere. Rounding 
a bend, I suddenly saw a strange site: An old skinny white man wearing only a 
loin cloth flying a rainbow-colored kite. This man camping/living in an old RV on 
the banks of the Wenatchee, basically naked, long full beard and hair, arms out-

stretched towards the heavens and flying a beautiful multi-colored kite. What story does he have to 
share? 
 

A few Sundays ago, the New York Times ran a photo essay about hunger in America. The author 
writes, “In the pandemic economy, nearly one in eight households doesn’t have enough to eat. The 
lockdown, with its epic lines at food banks, has revealed what was hidden in plain sight: that the 
struggle to make food last long enough, and to get food that’s healthful — what experts call ‘food  
insecurity’ — is a persistent one for millions of Americans … Like many hardships, this burden falls 
disproportionately on Black and Hispanic families, who are almost twice as likely to experience food 
insecurity as white families.” (www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-
insecurity-hunger-us.html) Through the photo gallery in this New York Times photo essay, we catch 
glimpses of the lives of Kandice, Brayden, Doris, Armani and many others. What other stories are 
held in this story? 
 

As I write this article, large swaths of California, Oregon and Washington are on fire. Houses burned 
to the ground. People missing. People killed. Treasured items gone. Lives disrupted and forever 
changed. What stories are lost in the raging fires?  
 

When you read this article, there is a very good chance that over 200,000 people in the United States 
will have died from COVID-19. Over 6 million will have been infected. Common sense measures to 
mitigate the spread of COVID have been politicized. Suicide, depression, hunger, loneliness,  
domestic violence, joblessness, and other hardships have increased in these last six months. What 
story is no longer possible? 
 

Today I am more and more aware of the stories that have disappeared, been forgotten, or pushed  
underground. And I am ever mindful that as people who follow Jesus, we have the responsibility, the 
obligation – maybe it is a calling – to listen to the stories in the gaps of other stories. And to under-
stand that the biggest voice might not be the place where the story is happening. 
 

In Matthew 18, Jesus says, ‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, 
in heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven.’ A few verses later Jesus says, 
“It is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.” 
 

You see, we are the people of the book – we are the people who claim the Holy Story. We are the  
people who believe that the story of God and humanity did not end with the cross but continues in, 
with and under all of us today. The Holy Spirit is alive and active among us. And the Holy Spirit is 
calling us through the stories we remember, the stories we share, the stories we hear, and the stories 
we notice. 
 
                                                                                                                                         (Continued on Page 5) 
 

NW WA Synod News 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-insecurity-hunger-us.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/02/magazine/food-insecurity-hunger-us.html
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APPRECIATI   N    

NW WA SYNOD NEWS (Continued from Page 4 ) 
 

Let us listen to one another’s story. Let us be mindful of the stories that exist on the margins. Let 
those of us who have had big voices quiet ourselves to hear other stories. And let us be mindful 
that listening to stories is not the end. For those of us who are white, let us take to heart these 
words from Austin Channing Brown, “In too many churches and organizations, listening to the 
hurt and pain of people of color is the end of the road, rather than the beginning.” (From I’m Still 
Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness) 
 

I would love to hear your story. How are you doing? Where is God working in your life and in the 
life of the Church? Where do you see God? What stories need to be told? What pain needs to be 
shared? What stories do you want to hear? 
 

May the One - whose story we live in - provide care, comfort, love, and justice for you and for this 
world.   Let us live, move, and be in God’s Holy Story.        

 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 

October is Salem's Annual Appeal Month (a.k.a. "pledge drive") 
 

During October, you will be invited to indicate your financial commitment as a sign of your  
generous response to our loving God as well as uplift and celebrate Christ's mission through Salem. 
Every dollar counts, and your generous gifts enable Salem to thrive!  
If you are already a regular giver, thank you and consider "stepping up" by a dollar amount or 
percent challenge (as seen on page 6). Growing in our financial commitment is a sign of your ever 
deepening trust and confidence in God's provision and grace for you. 
If you are not yet a regular giver, your presence and participation is greatly appreciated, and please 
consider making a one-time, monthly or weekly financial gift. Your generosity is vitally  
important as it is a sign of your loving response to God's grace (free and unconditional love for 
you).  
Sustaining (or Legacy, bequest) gifts are also welcome and invited! Please consider naming 
Salem as a beneficiary of your estate or in your Will. (An attorney can help you with this generous 
designation.) Your generosity will "keep on giving"... even into eternity. 
Financial gifts to Salem are made easy by  going to www.slcmv.org and click on GIVE. 
 
If you would like to visit about financial stewardship, generosity or gratitude, please contact Pastor 
Marc (prmarc@slcmv.org) or Stewardship Team Chairperson, Roger Ragusa 
(r.ragusa1@frontier.com).  

Dear Salem Scholarship Committee, 
Thank you for awarding me a very generous 
scholarship to help aid me through the huge 
journey through college. Scholarships like these 
help to remind me how important my grades are 
and I am very grateful for a positive first year at 
Oregon State! I would like to thank and give 
credit to Salem Lutheran Church as an  

interchanging community that helped me grow 
over 19 years through my faith and into adult-
hood. I promise to not leave this scholarship to 
waste as I continue this journey toward a  
marketing career with hopefully some  
international business experience. Go in peace, 
serve the Lord.   
                                                Connor Nelson 

http://www.slcmv.org
mailto:prmarc@slcmv.org
mailto:r.ragusa1@frontier.com
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Salem Lutheran Church 

Estimate of Giving  2021 

As a generous response to God’s grace and generosity,  

and to help Salem’s ministry thrive  in God’s work, I/we plan to offer  
  

$ _________________   per week,  month, or year   (circle one) 

in 2021 to support Christ’s mission through Salem Lutheran Church. 
  

Please RETURN this form by Sunday, October 25,  

or at your earliest convenience. 
  

NAME_____________________________  

(Please provide your name so that your estimate of giving will appear on your  

semi-quarterly giving statement as a reminder of your generosity.) 

  

Electronic giving to Salem is made easy by going  to www.slcmv.org and click on 
GIVE. 

Each of you should give what you 
have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so 

that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work. 
—2 Corinthians 9:7-8 (NIV) 

The majority of the financial resources available  
for the ministries of Salem Lutheran Church come from 

your gifts. Thank you for faithful and generous giving ! 

  

Annual  
Income 

Monthly Proportional Giving 

4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 15% 

$20,000 $67 $100 $133 $167 $200 $250 

$30,000 $100 $150 $200 $250 $300 $375 

$40,000 $133 $200 $267 $333 $400 $500 

$50,000 $167 $250 $333 $417 $500 $625 

$75,000 $250 $375 $500 $625 $750 $938 

$100,000 $333 $500 $667 $833 $1000 $1250 

http://www.slcmv.org
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Year-to-Date Financial Comparison for Salem 
 

 
 
 
 

August Financials: 
 
Total Income: $18,854.75 
Total Expense: $31,309.44 
 
Net Income:              - $12,454.69 

   Jan Through Jan Through      

   August  August  2020 to BUDGET  Act 2020 

 September-20  2019  2020  2019 2020  

to Bud 
2020 

            

 TOTAL INCOME  $226,932  $208,911  -7.9% $240,884  -13.3% 

                 

 OPERATING EXPENSE  $54,339   $51,179  -5.8% $66,863  -23.5% 

 TOTAL STAFF EXPENSES  $225,282  $170,479  -24.3% $188,819  -9.7% 

 TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  $279,621  $221,658  -20.7% $255,682  -13.3% 

           

 NET OPERATING INCOME/EXPENSE  -$52,690  -$12,747    -$14,797   

Oct 01   Susan Ragan 
Oct 07   Howard Anderson 
Oct 08   Alice Sorensen 
Oct 09   Margie Hart 
Oct 10    Kay Dewey 
               Barbara Gurney 
Oct 11    MaryJane Bender 
Oct 13   Abraham Luvera 
               Bailey Luvera 

Oct 16   Merilyn Rorvik 
              Art Stendal 
Oct 19   Susan Faller 
Oct 22   Dan Mitzel 
Oct 26   Randy Pratt 
Oct 29   Allison Ross 
 
 

Oct 04     Lee & Melody Kue       50 Years 
Oct 18     Don & Sue Ney 
Oct 26     John & Susan Meyer   52 Years 
Oct 28     Peter & Lisa Nelson    20 Years 
 

Church Council news… 
At the September Council meeting the 
following items were discussed: 
 
1. Drive-In Worship starting next Sunday 
2. Stewardship developing Annual Giving 

appeal 
3. Consideration of hosting Winter  
      Shelter. 
4. Approved new signatories for WA  
      Federal Bank—Memorial Fund Acct —   
      Barb Gurney, Susan Ragan, Don Moe 
5. Downtown Banner Bank branch is 
     closing so we will need to move or close 
     our safety deposit box. 
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Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center is putting on a virtual fundraising event November 14th, 
4:00 - 5:30 pm 2020. This year more than ever, we need your help with donations for our 
event! 
  
As many of you know, we weren't able to host overnight summer camp. This has put a huge 
whole in our yearly operating budget. Any help that you can provide would be much appreciat-
ed. Thank you to those who have supported us and continue to support us during this time. 
  
We are looking for quilts, items, cabin rentals, trips, dinners, baskets, and outings, etc. 
  
Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center is a year-around organization that supports youth, 
adults and families. Lutherwood leads on-site summer camps, high ropes adventures, and con-
gregational day camps. It is part of our mission to make camp available to everyone regardless 
of their financial situation. To make this possible, we rely heavily on support from individuals 
and fundraising to provide "campership" scholarships.  
  
We appreciate your consideration and support. If you wish to make a donation, or arrange for 
pick up, please call our office at 360-734-7652, email adventure@camplutherwood.org, or 
send to the office.   

Federal EIN is 91-0629888. 
  
Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center 
1185 Roy Road 
Bellingham, WA 98229 
  

Now -  Lutherwood Campground and Cabin rentals Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center  
www.camplutherwood.org   office - 360 734 7652 or Executive Director Rob Gillespie  cell -  
425 501 1505 

This time of year our organization relies heavily on income from our retreats and rental groups.  
We canceled our retreats and many of our groups have canceled.  We find ourselves in a tough  
situation with lost revenue and income.  
 
We are asking you to consider sending a gift to help us close this gap and keep our ministry going. 
Please send your gift to Lutherwood, 1185 Roy Road, Bellingham, WA k 98229 or visit our website 
at www.camplutherwood.org/donate to complete your donation through Pay Pal. Thrivent 
members can direct all or a portion of their Choice Dollars to Lutherwood.  All gives are tax  
deductible. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and support. 

mailto:office@camplutherwood.org
http://www.camplutherwood.org/
http://www.camplutherwood.org/donate
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Prayer Requests 
 
We pray for the family of Karin Leander as they mourn her passing.  We also pray for 
Irene Pass,  Martha Nelson,  Rosella Nelson,  Bruce & Theo Brown, Shirley & 
Abe Gonzales, Millie Dunn, Marlene Bruhn,  Monika Bloor,  Muriel Neely, 
Rose Matier,  Gladys Wright, Zelma Nelson,  Don Burger,  Jack & Teri 
 Eidukas.  Bill Summers (Alice Takehara’s father),  Katie Gurney, Kristyan 
Nelson,  Jim & Joyce Nichols, Melissa Swanberg, Carolyn Dean, Bridget and 
Lydia Luvera, Nancy Sabiers, Margie Hart, Nelson & Mary Jane Bender,  
Diane & Bill Webb, Alan Frank, Donna Johnson, Dan Mitzel and Pr. Deb  
Benson 
 
Please keep the church office current on your loved ones who are (or need to 
be) named on our prayer list).  Office  360-336-3600,  office@slcmv.org 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 
 

If you would like a copy of Christ in our Home mailed to you, please  
contact Laurie at  
office@slcmv.org 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

The women of Salem continue our bible study using the study in the 
Gather Magazine.   
 
It is very simple to join.   Contact Kat Clark at  KC10958@gmail.com 
for Zoom link and with any questions. Our next bible study will be   
October 28 at 9:30 a.m.   

Well, I would say 
that Kat Clark’s 
adorable little 
grandson, 
Hunter, cleans up 
pretty well! How 
precious is he! 

mailto:office@slcmv.org


 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
2529 N. LaVenture RD. 
MOUNT VERNON, WA 98273 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

SALEM STAFF:  
 

Rev. Marc Hander, 
Pastor 

prmarc@slcmv.org 
 
 

Allison Ross, Director of 
Student Ministries 

ARoss@slcmv.org 
 
 

Jesús Gomez,  
Director of Worship & Music 

jgomez@slcmv.org 
 
 

Jim Bowers, Custodian 
 
 

Church Office 
office@slcmv.org 

• +  +  
•  

Building Use Requests 
building_use@slcmv.org 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  

Barb Gurney,  

 President 

Susan Ragan,  

 Treasurer 

Laurie Benson, 

 Secretary 

Lynne Rittenhouse 

Chris Cammock 

Don Ney 

Roger Ragusa 

Chase Rochelle 

Rory Rochelle 

Cheryl Felt 

Phyllis Holden 

Bob Ruby 

Worship Sundays, 10 a.m. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.    Monday-Thursday 

 

WEBSITE: 
www.slcmv.org 

 
“Salem ELCA” App 

(Apple & Google Play Stores) 
 

Like us on Facebook 
@Salem Lutheran Church E.L.C.A. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

It is our mission as members of this congregation to share 
the unconditional love of God in Jesus Christ with all people,  

and to serve God by serving others. 

If you would prefer to receive  your 
newsletter via email, or you would 
no longer like to receive this news-
letter, please call the church office 

OCTOBER 
NEWSLETTER 


