Follow me – Easter message  “Who invites us to follow?”  Leader notes

1. What living person would you like to spend the day with if you could?  Why?

2. What issues are going on in your life right now which that hero would not be able to help you with?

3. Who’s the best teacher you ever had?  If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, would he be a good teacher?  (C.S. Lewis “people often say: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That’s the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let’s not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”)

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. If you found out that Jesus actually hadn’t risen from the dead, would you still want to follow Jesus?  Read 1 Cor. 15:14-19.  Why did Paul take the position that he did?  (He had to endure persecution as a result of his faith).

5. What do Acts 2:22, John 14:11 and John 12:37 say about the impact of miracles on faith?

6. What distinctives are unique to Christian faith?
	1) Proclamation of founder that he would rise from the dead.  Luke 18:31,32
2) Grace based, not rule based.  Salvation is a gift of God, not something we   earn by works (Eph. 2:8,9)
3) Exclusive, Jesus focused.  John 10:9; John 11:25; John 14:6; Acts 4:12

7. The Bible tells us that over 500 saw the resurrected Jesus at one time.  Why do you think Jesus didn’t show himself to more people, basically only his disciples?  Read John 20:29.

8.  Is the resurrection of Jesus easy or difficult for you to believe?  What do you think are the best arguments for the resurrection of Jesus?

9. Read Acts 2:36.  What does it mean that Jesus was our Messiah?  Savior?  Lord?

10. What response does the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ require of us?  Read Acts 2:38.  (Repentance, baptism, filling of the Holy Spirit).  What is something you feel God is leading you to do in order to follow Jesus?
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