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Sermon Sunday November 15, 2020 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

Klaas Broersma 
Sermon Prayer: Our Lord and God, by the power of your Spirit, give me strength and 

clarity to present Your Word and give us strength to live out the message we hear today. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

When God Speaks, Do We Stop to Listen?  Klaas Broersma 

Every once in a while we are all involved in a discussion or hear about a debate on the 

topic “does God still speaks to His people, today”.  This discussion could be with family, 

friends, listening to a sermon via the live feed, or here at church, or perhaps at a Bible 

Study using Zoom while at home, or at church in the lower hall. People in general also 

make statements that God spoke to people in Old and New Testament times, but not so 

much anymore in the present.  We know God spoke to people in Old and New Testament 

times and I believe, and I hope you do too that God still speaks to everyone today, but we 

need to be aware and learn to listen for Him and to be ready if one really wants to hear 

Him speak, even if it is not directly. 

The Bible is filled with events of God speaking to His people, but also some people in 

general.  We have been following the narrative lectionary since the start of September 

and have already been exposed to God speaking to a number of Biblical people in our 

journey so far through the Old Testament. Soon we will continue that journey into the 

New Testament. In this journey we were at times shown God communicating to people.   

Remember the stories from the time of Adam and Eve when after creation God is not 

only speaking with Adam and Eve but he also walked with them in the garden that is until 

the fall of mankind. God also spoke to Abram and said to Abram, “Leave your land, your 

family, and your father’s household for the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a 

great nation and will bless you. I will make your name respected, and you will be a 

blessing (Genesis 12).  Abram heard, listened and with all he owned moved from Haran 

to Canaan a journey of over 1200 km. We also heard about God speaking to the Pharaoh 

in dreams which Joseph got to interpret, with God’s help.  We were exposed to the story 

of Hannah who talked to God in prayer and He answered her request for a child who she 

and her husband dedicated to work in the temple.  Hannah’s son Samuel at a very young 

age had God calling him.  He didn’t recognize God’s voice when God called.  I am sure 

we too at times do not recognize God’s voice calling us.  With Eli’s assistance Samuel did 

answer God when he called Samuel a third time and young Samuel said “Speak, LORD, 

for your servant is listening."  Last week we read and heard about the story of Jonah and 

God communicating with him.  Jonah was called on a mission to go to Nineveh.  God 

said “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it because its wickedness has 

come up before me.” Jonah decided not to listen and went in totally the opposite 
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direction, on ship to Tarshish. After a fierce sea storm, being thrown overboard, spending 

time in a fish and then being spit back on shore Jonah was redirected by God and he did 

go to Nineveh and preach that message.  The “Ninevites” repented and were saved.  

There are many more accounts of God communicating with His people and others in the 

Bible.   

One of the things our Bible reading for today shows is that God wants us to have our 

eyes on Him.  He not only want us to be aware of Him but also to hear Him, listen to Him 

and speak with Him. 

It is surprising to find this well-known vision of Isaiah which we read today, that vision 

about seeing and meeting God well into the Book of Isaiah.  It is found in Chapter 6 not 

Chapter 1 where I would have expected it.  It appears that the first 5 chapters in the book 

of Isaiah are arranged for us to understand the spiritual problems of the people of Judah.  

What some of the major issues were that they were facing and immersed in as a nation 

and culture in the time Isaiah was living. Judah (and also the northern part of Israel) had 

forgotten and forsaken the Lord; their worship was vain; their leadership was rife with 

corruption. To top it off we learn that greed had led to injustices within their society. Isaiah 

6:1 then describes the political crisis at hand: the long-serving king, King Uzziah, who 

brought stability has died. We should not look for chronological order in the early 

chapters of Isaiah, but look at it as a comprehensive picture of the situation within which 

Isaiah receives his vision.  

In Chapter 6 of Isaiah we read the opening statement “in the year King Uzziah died”.  The 
year was about 740 BC.  I wonder why this is mentioned and that this is all that is 
mentioned about this king in this book of the Bible?  Short and to the point, it does 
establish a time in history!  We know this king ruled for a long time and in the earlier part 
of his reign he was faithful to God, and "did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord" 
(2 Chronicles 26).  Uzziah had held Judah together quite well and with prosperity but his 
faithfulness to God deteriorated over time.  In Uzziah’s latter years he received leprosy 
due to his excessive pride and because he tried to burn incense in God’s temple which 
was the dedicated work of priests, not kings, or anyone else. You can read more about 
Uzziah in 2 Chronicles 26. It appears that Isaiah was living during last few years of 
Uzzaih time and that this king had held Judah together as a nation quite well and mostly 
peacefully.  In some ways it reminds me of the present time for many of us living in of 
North America where things in a general sense have progressed along fairly well and we 
just celebrated a Remembrance Day that marked 75 years since we were part in an all-
out war that involved our whole nation.   It is also a time period over which our nation has 
become less Christian.  Now Judah’s throne was empty and they were not following 
God’s commands, Uzzaih as their king had died and now Ephraim and Syria were 
threatening to invade, things were changing.  I am sure it was a worrying some time for 
Isaiah and the nation of Judah.   
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord
https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt25b26.htm#4
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In verse 1 we read that Isaiah says that he saw a vision of the Lord. It is true, as the Bible 

says, that no one can see the Lord and live.  From time to time the Lord made his 

presence visible in some form to convince and to comfort his people, think of Moses and 

Elijah. We are not told exactly what Isaiah saw. We read of a robe but not of who was in 

the robe. We are given a more explicit description of the heavenly seraphim, but nothing 

more of God himself. What Isaiah saw perhaps remained a mystery even to him! It was 

not an accident that this vision was given to Isaiah in the temple. It was in the temple 

where the Lord’s presence was most often made manifest. The temple was, always 

symbolically, sometimes literally, the place where heaven and earth met. 

In verse 2 we learn about the seraphs a form of angels.  It is interesting that is the only 
place in the Bible where they are mentioned.  In describing them as having 6 wings with 2 
pairs for covering their faces and feet and 2 for flying.  In the covering of their faces in the 
presence of God we learn about God’s glory. 
 
When reading the Book of Isaiah, Isaiah mainly describes the Lord as “the Holy One of 
Israel”.  The word “Holy” in the Bible refers to those qualities of God that sets Him apart 
from humankind.  In verse 3 we read that seraphs were proclaiming:   
 Holy, holy holy is the Lord almighty; The whole earth is full of His glory. 
The repetition of these words holy emphasizes this extreme holiness of our God.  Then 
he mentions the shaking or the earth quaking that we read about often in the Bible.  This 
is a routine reaction of earth to the Divine’s presence of power and authority.  These 
effects of shaking occurred at Mount Sinai at the time Israel received the 10 
commandments and learning about their God, and then, also at the crucifixion and 
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
We get the picture that this throne in heaven is not empty and that God has things in 
control.  This is so much different from how things are on earth for Isaiah or for us.  We 
also need to catch that vison of God enthroned. Isaiah seeing himself in God’s light sees 
himself in a sinful state and he responds: “I am a man of unclean lips.”  Unclean lips 
relate to an unclean heart as we can read in Luke 6:45 where it says:  “A good man brings 
good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out 
of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”  This 
feeling of a tremendous deficiency is always felt when close to God especially when 
God’s true light is shed upon one’s identity.  Seeing God only in His absolute power will 
drive a person away, as it did Isaiah, but God saw him and in His love and grace He 
dispensed the seraphim from His throne, and brought a live hot coal from the alter and 
touched Isaiah’s lips with it to be cleansed.  He proclaims “thy iniquity is taken away, thy 
sin purged.”  God at this time has removed that which would hold Isaiah away from Him. 
It is now that Isaiah can perceive God and feel drawn to Him and not be shut out by the 
guilt he carried.  Isaiah then hears the call for service of “Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?”  God has a purpose and plan for Judah and the world and he elected 
Isaiah as the human instrument and this instrument has to respond.  It said “Here am I, 
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send me.”  God called Isaiah and he responded to His call.  Think also about what you 
been called to do. 
 
One thing with the lectionary reading being cut off at verse 8 we did not get to read what 
God was sending Isaiah to do.  The request was actually devastating and unpleasant!  
God tells him to deliver a message to Judah that no one will understand.  It says that their 
eyes and ears will be useless and their minds will be clouded with confusion. Because of 
this Judah’s healing and return to serving God will be delayed.  So what the prophet is to 
speak and preach will not make their paths smoother and their lives better.  God was 
hardening the hearts of Judah much like he hardened the heart of Pharaoh when Israel 
was till in slavery.  Isaiah does ask “for how long O Lord”? I am sure his response was 
not as enthusiastic as when he initially responded “Here am I, send me” knowing what he 
had to do.  Isaiah ended up being called to do and fulfill a very difficult and unpleasant 
task put upon him by God and I am sure that he was very aware of this vision of seeing 
God when he worked as a prophet to help keep him going.  
As I said earlier in the sermon the question often asked today is: Does God speak to us 

at this time, presently?  Maybe we need to rephrase that question in a different and better 

way and ask if we are listening when God speaks.  Isaiah saw a vision of God and heard 

His voice and responded to God when he heard God’s voice say:  “Whom Shall I send? 

And who will go for us?”  Isaiah responded very positively with: Here am I.  Send me!  

This is truly is a calling and Isaiah heard and he responded to this call. 

I am inspired and stirred by Isaiah’s response but also by an article I read by Ben Godwin 

that was published in a local newspaper in 2018.  The newspaper was the Daily Eagle 

that is delivered in and around the community of Jasper in Alabama the USA. He starts 

his article like this: “Skeptics say God doesn’t speak anymore. Even some Christians 

claim God only speaks through the Bible.  We do read in Malachi 3:6 “I the Lord do not 

change” and in Hebrews 13:8 we read that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever”.  This being the case then the question is not Is God still speaking but 

are we listening in our busy daily lives.   

Ben Godwin in his article then lists 12 ways to consider to make us think about how God 

still speaks to us today.  His list consists of the following: 

• Audible voice – Isaiah heard God.  Saul met Christ in a blinding light and heard His 
voice.  God is sovereign and He can speak however and whenever He wants.  

• Angelic visitation - There are numerous instances in Scripture where angels 
informed, warned or conveyed divine messages to individuals.  Many believe they 
are still visiting and we do hear stories about angels. In the book of Daniel 6:22 we 
read Daniel stating to King Darius when he came out of the lion’s den unharmed. 
“My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths and they have not harmed me.” 

• Visions and dreams – We all dream some of us more vividly than others. We can 
read about Joseph receiving a warning dream after the Magi had visited with the 
birth of Jesus. When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
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dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay 
there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” Matt 2:13.     

• Signs – In the story of Gideon he not only meets an angel making him aware that 
he is to help save Israel from the Midianites but he later asks for corroborative signs 
of God. For a fleece which is to be wet one morning while the threshing-floor is dry, 
and dry next morning while the threshing-floor is wet to test the Divine presence.  
We also at times ask God for signs. 

• Coincidences – Albert Einstein noted “Coincidence is God’s way of remaining 
anonymous.  Many of have memories of stories that we cannot explain without 
acknowledging God’s help.  

• The written word (Bible) – This is the main way God speaks to us today. Every time 
we read and reflect on God’s word He speaks to us.  

• The living word – Jesus says in John 6:63 that “The words I speak to you are spirit, 
and they are life.”  God’s word with the help of the Holy Spirit becomes the living 
word to us.  

• Through people – God speaks to us through not only through ministers and 
preachers but also through those that are part of our daily lives like member of our 
church family, co-workers, spouses, friends, children, etc. 

• Mass media – The most common platforms for mass media are newspapers, 
magazines, radio, television, and the Internet. Our church uses this media for live-
streaming the worship service and reaching out to our congregation and others and 
we are at times surprised who connects to these services.  

• Through creation and nature – We know that the heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament shows His handiwork. (from Psalm 19).  I know when I am hiking 
away from the hustle and bustle of life and on top of a mountain surrounded by 
rocks, water and ice, I feel closer to God and I am in awe of the beauty. 

• Through our conscience – we do have an inner awareness of what is right and 
wrong especially if we live under the law and love of our God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

• His small voice – Remember when God came to the prophet Elijah in a “gentle 
whisper” and not in a strong wind, a powerful earthquake or a vicious fire.  So He 
also comes to us as we can read about that in Romans 8:14-16 where we learn that 
God often speaks to us by the inner witness of the Holy Spirit to our spirit. 

So we can see that God continues to speak to us and He can address us in many 
different ways.  I believe and I hope and pray you do too that God still speaks to 
everyone, but we need to learn to hear and learn how to listen to Him calling!  We can 
learn to hear God speak through his Church, through the love of his people and through 
the voice of ministers, like Pastor Steve. When we read, listen to, and study the Holy 
Scriptures, he speaks to each of us.  Scripture teaches us in Romans 8:28 that God also 
speaks through the circumstances we encounter: “All things work together for good for 
those who love God, who are called according to His purpose.”  Each of us as part of the 
church’s body on earth have been called by God.  We are called out of the world and set 
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apart, to live according to a different pattern, a different higher standard, a different better 
way of living from that which is common to the world and community around us. It is a call 
to godliness. It is called being a Christian. Let us be alert and listen to what God has to 

say to each of us to be Godly Christians answering our call in life.   Amen 

I would like to close with the reading of two stanzas (#1 and #4) from a well know hymn 
called “Hark! the voice of Jesus crying, Who will go and work today?" authored by Daniel 

March in 1868. It was published in over 458 hymnals! 

 

1. Hark! the voice of Jesus crying, 
"Who will go and work today? 
Fields are white, and harvests waiting; 
Who will bear the sheaves away?" 
Loud and long the Master calleth, 
Rich reward he offers free; 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
"Here am I; send me, send me." 
 

4. Let none hear you idly saying, 
"There is nothing I can do," 
While the sons of men are dying, 
And the Master calls for you: 
Take the task he gives you gladly, 
Let his work your pleasure be; 
Answer quickly when he calleth, 
"Here am I; send me, send me." 

  

 


