Part 2. Deep Wounds

Questions for Reﬂection: Lamentations 2
1. Have you ever seen a person or group get “what was coming to them”? What happened?
Why do you think they deserved it?
2. In Lamentations 2:1-8, who is the main actor? What emotions does the poet attribute to God?
Does this description surprise you or make you feel unsettled?
3. Look over the passage and list all the things “torn down”, “swallowed up”, “laid waste” or
otherwise destroyed. How would you describe the extent of the calamity?
4. Where does the poet lay much of the blame for Judah’s destruction (vs 14)?
What were the false and misleading oracles? (see Jeremiah 14:13-16)
5. God gave very early warning of judgement and punishment upon Judah (Leviticus 26:27-46).
Do you think God is justiﬁed in sending this destruction? Why or why not?
6. In what way was this judgement on Judah meant to bring restoration to the people and the land?
(see Jeremiah 29:1-14)
7. How would you deﬁne the word “wrath”? Is there a diﬀerence between human wrath and divine
wrath? If so, in what way?
8. Do you think that God uses violence or disasters to bring judgement on people today?
What New Testament references or concepts might inform your answer?
9. In Hebrews 12:5-11, the writer speaks of God’s discipline. Is discipline diﬀerent from judgement?
In what way? How do we experience God’s discipline today?
10. Read Hebrews 5:7-9. In what way did Jesus learn obedience through suﬀering? (Perhaps read the
verses in other translations to gain insight.) How might physical suﬀering teach us obedience today?
11. Lamentations 2 is a complaint lament. Although the poet recognizes that God is justiﬁed in his
actions, he also complains that the judgement is so severe (Lamentation 2:20). As you consider the
world today, do you ever feel like complaining to God about situations that seem overwhelming?
Spend some time lifting those complaints to God respectfully through prayers of lament in your
group right now.
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