
March 18, 2020 
 
Dear EUC family, 
 
Peace be with you. Let’s breathe that together… Peace be with you.  
 
We are with each other even when we aren’t able to be together. I write today to assure you 
of my love and concern for each of you and our wider community. We all know that we are 
not alone and that divine mystery flows through and around each of us, yet it is a challenging 
time in light of living in a time of a pandemic. While many of us have undergone difficulties, 
none of us has walked this way before and it is definitely a time for patience and grace and 
kindness to one another as we walk this way now. 
 
Howard Markel, epidemic expert and medical historian had this to say: “Coronavirus is a 
socially transmitted disease and we all have a social contract to stop it. What binds us is a 
microbe---but it also has the power to separate us. We are a very small community whether 
we recognize it or not and this proves it. The time to act like community is now.” Professional 
sports teams have suspended their seasons, most events across Canada have been 
cancelled and schools are closing. The daily rhythm of life has been co-opted by an 
unwelcome intruder – COVID-19, a virus that doesn’t discriminate in how it spreads but 
seems to be more virulent in those sixty and older and those with underlying health concerns. 
 
On Monday evening, the board met and made the decision to suspend all activity at 
Esquimalt United Church for four weeks beginning today, Wednesday, March 18th. We plan 
to meet via an electronic platform on Monday, April 6th to reassess at that time. Of course, if 
anything emerges within that time we will be in touch with you to share information. This 
decision comes on the heels of the recommendation of the Provincial Health Officer, our 
national United Church of Canada, and our Pacific Mountain Regional Council calling us to 
seriously consider suspending worship, as well as our Prime Minister asking us to stay home 
to help prevent the spread of the virus. 
 
In the midst of this pandemic we are called to acts of faithful imagination as the church and to 
bold acts of caring. Out of love for our beloved community…out of love for our greater island 
community and the province of British Columbia…out of love for our global community… we 
are called to re-imagine church and worship for a brief season. This act of faithful imagination 
has the potential to save lives and most certainly slows viral transmission. 
 
While we are practicing social distancing and all striving to stay healthy for one another, we 
are inviting you to join in worship remotely as well. Beginning Sunday, March 22nd, Moderator 
Richard Bott will be offering an online worship service each Sunday for the duration of the 
COVID-19 outbreak. This will be a video-recorded service you can join on our 
website or Facebook page. The prayers, hymns and reflections from the Moderator’s online 
worship will also be available in audio and text form on the United Church of Canada’s 
website. If you would like to participate in the live version of this worship service, please join 
on Zoom, Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. PDT. You’re welcome to turn your camera on (but leave 
your microphone off) and open up the chat box. The recorded version of this is what will be 
shared on Sundays. 
 
 

https://www.esquimaltunited.com/news/online-worship-resources
https://www.facebook.com/Esquimalt-United-Church-569520936403539/
https://www.united-church.ca/
https://www.united-church.ca/
https://zoom.us/j/592865212


Our shared faith is a voice of hope and strength for us as anxiety continues to rise and fear is 
increasingly palpable. In the season of Lent we are called to wilderness. While unexpected 
and most unwelcome, the wilderness of COVID-19 holds the potential to transform us and 
make us stronger in our ministry as the beloved community of EUC. Let’s join our voices in 
praying for all first responders, health care providers and the scientific community working 
diligently to prepare test kits and create a successful COVID-19 vaccination. 
 
As I mentioned on Sunday, for those present at worship, we have resurrected our phone tree 
and those without email access will be contacted by phone with any updates of information. 
All church members will be contacted by a member of the phone team as well, to check-in 
and offer a connection of support for all who desire it. Further, I plan to phone everyone next 
week. If you plan to be away, or would prefer not to be called, or have any questions, please 
contact either Brenda, our office administrator, or me. We will both be working from home 
and will be responding to emails and phone messages as we are able. 
 
The work of the church will continue, and your acts of generosity toward others are a witness 
to you the people who are Esquimalt United Church. The immediate future is uncertain, but I 
do know that we have a unique generosity and that is a gift. Generous people make a 
difference. They have a sense of mission and purpose and a resolve much bigger than 
themselves. They send light into the world, bringing hope, care and love where it is needed in 
Spirit filled ways. As the Divine voice spoke to Isaiah years ago: I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert. Isaiah 43:19 
 
Although we find ourselves in a wilderness time, we are each a part of the river of life. We are 
committed to being a generous church, and, in doing so, we know stewardship is much more 
than a decision about your Sunday offering, but rather a way of life. You all have many gifts 
and, as you can imagine, your continued gifts of time, talent and treasure are vital to our 
ministry. Your Pastoral Care team is busy reaching out to many of you right now with their 
gifts of time. Many of you are sharing your financial gifts to be the church through PAR (pre-
authorized remittance). Uncertain times can also make income security unreliable for some 
and we understand this. We are looking at ways to make your continued support of EUC 
easier during this time away from being physically together in worship. If you would like to 
sign-up for PAR at this time, please let me know and we can assist you with that – the way 
that it works is that you have a once per month amount debited from your bank account 
usually on the 20th day of each month. We also want to offer you the option of mailing in a 
donation or dropping off a cheque (ideally) in our mail drop spot which is by the door facing 
the parking lot by the lower hall. Someone will be monitoring that mailbox a few times per 
week. If you have other ideas or creative ways you can continue to contribute if you are able, 
please let me or Elaine Hooper, (our board chair 250-388-6032), know. Thank you in 
advance for your continued support of our church, reaching out beyond ourselves, seeking 
the way of love. 
 
I am proud to be your servant minister and am blessed to be part of our loving, caring and 
joyous community, living out our faith journey together. 
 
Shalom and blessings, 
Laura 


