The Church Caller
A monthly publication of Ellington Congregational Church
VIRTUAL WORSHIP
SERVICE

10:00 a.m.
PREACHING:
DR. JAY M. TERBUSH, SENIOR
PASTOR

September 2020

Update from the
Pastoral Search Team
We pray that this update finds each one of you well
both physically and emotionally. 2020 has certainly
stretched us all in ways we could never have imagined.
There have been so many obstacles we have had to face, the
most recent being the terrible storm, which wreaked such
havoc for our community, and surrounding towns. We hope
your lives have returned to this new normal way of living.

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 6TH
COMMUNION SUNDAY
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
 LAST 9:30 A.M. VIRTUAL
SUMMER SERVICE

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 13TH
 10:00 AM VIRTUAL
SERVICE BEGINS
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
FALL START UP
OUTDOOR & VIRTUAL SERVICE

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 20TH
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 27

TH

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

All Church Virtual Offices
will be closed on
Monday, September 7th
in observance of
Labor Day.

We want to thank you for your infinite patience! We
are aware of how difficult it must be for all to be waiting to
hear of our recommendation for our next settled pastor. We
just would like to give you an update on where we are in the
search process.
Since November, we have been meeting weekly, first
to gather information for our Church Profile and then to
write the Profile. Once Chuck Ericson accepted the Profile,
a brief description of our church and our needs was put onto
the UCC National Website. We have been fortunate to have
received twenty-one profiles from prospective candidates.
Each week, we individually reviewed a predetermined
number of Profiles and then via Zoom, discussed those
candidates and how they might satisfy the needs of our
congregation. This has been a very prayerful process.
Listening for God’s guidance has been nothing short of an
awesome experience.

continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
As of this writing, we have eliminated
several of the candidates for a variety of reasons,
but basically we determined each of those
eliminated did not meet the wishes and visions of
our church. We need to review the four remaining
applications. It is with great excitement that we can
let you know we have begun the interviewing
process.
As we continue moving ahead with this
process, we ask for your continued prayers that God
will guide us in finding the best fit for our church.
Please continue to be patient. COVID-19 has made
this process a bit more challenging than normal.
Blessings,
The Settled Pastoral Search Team

From the Senior Pastor…
September represents the start-up of a new church
year!
(Technically as many of you know the actual
‘church year’ starts the first Sunday of Advent
leading up to Christmas—but for many cultural and
practical reasons the church functions on the same
calendar as the local schools.)
I am guessing that for many of you, as it is for me,
this fall season feels different than previous years.
It is different—very different.
It has been six months since we last worshipped
together in the sanctuary. Six months since we had
church school classes in the education wing, six
months since adult study groups met in Room 201,
six months since our high school youth gathered for
conversation and fundraising, six months since we
put groceries in the shopping cart, six months since
our boards met in person to plan the activities of
this church.
And yet—and this is such an important affirmation:
our church has continued to do all of those
activities, just not in person. It has been different,

has felt strange, as if something is missing. And
we have missed being together. But through the
wonders of technology we have been able to
continue to worship, learn, minister, care for one
another, plan for the future. The church has
continued to be the church and engaged in ministry
activities for God in the name of Jesus Christ.
Most all of these activities of the church being the
church, have been accomplished virtually through
computers, text messages, emails and phone calls.
But the church has continued to be the church! As
strange or awkward or ‘different’ as it has seemed,
the church has been doing what God has created the
church to be and to do!
Now as this new year begins we will celebrate Fall
Start Up on Sunday September 13th with an outdoor
worship service. I urge you to join us for that
Sunday—doing all the loving and safe things like
physical distancing and masks and temperature
taking. But we will get the new church year started
up.
Elsewhere in this Caller there is information about
how youth groups, children’s church school,
fellowship groups and adult study groups will all
‘start up.’
Let’s get started this next few weeks, or rather, let’s
continue to be the church and continue to share the
love of God with one another and with the world!!
God is with us!

Dr. Jay
At all times the church answering machine provides
instructions for urgent call service.
If you have an emergency for
which you want immediate pastoral
care and involvement, please call
or text Dr. Jay’s cell phone: 860906-6525. If he does not answer,
leave a message and he will get back to you. If your
reason for contacting him is less urgent you can
email him with a message or request for
conversation at: jayterbush@outlook.com
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Re-Opening Team Update

FALL START UP
Sunday, September 13, 2020
10:00 a.m.
Outdoor Service
on the Town Green
(weather permitting – RAIN DATE September 20, 2020)

We will be offering this in person worship
opportunity for those who would like to
participate. We recognize that some of us will not
want to share in this experience just yet. Please
make a decision that is right for you! We are taking
necessary precautions for the safety of all.
We will offer a pre-recorded virtual service at the
same time with the same liturgy and message.

Please follow these safety requirements:
Mandatory wearing of facemask
No Singing
Bring your own chair or blanket
Mandatory Safety and physical distancing
between individuals and/or family groups
NO ACCESS to the church building, including
restrooms
No Fellowship or lingering after the service
Signing in for contact tracing
Temperatures will be taken for all participants
Hand sanitizer will be available
The offering plate for physical collection will not be
available. Continue to support the church by giving
on-line or mailing in your offering. Thank you!

Your Re-Opening Team continues meeting every
other week to monitor the very fluid situation of the
pandemic. We monitor daily our current State
requirements, best practices from the CDC and
other health organizations, the Southern New
England Conference, and what other churches are
doing. We supported scheduling the outdoor
worship August 16, 2020 which at this date was
postponed to August 23, 2020 with appropriate
protocols in place.
In July, Governor Lamont suspended the Phase III
reopening for the State of CT indefinitely, based
upon the massive upswing of cases in many states.
In Connecticut as of August 9, 2020, there are 34
states and one region (Puerto Rico) requiring testing
and/or quarantining for 2 weeks if entering our
state. There has not been a relaxation or
expansion of numbers for gatherings since June.
We are preparing for eventually the reopening of
the building, but there is no date in sight at this
time. We are purchasing supplies; the Trustees have
authorized monthly cleaning of the building, etc.
We will continue to keep you posted. Nothing has
changed from the State of CT since June and the
suspension of the State of CT Reopening Plan.
Events for Fall 2020:
 Scarecrow Contest on the Green and more:
The Annual Scarecrow Contest will be held,
starting October 1, 2020.
The Town
Beautification Committee is considering
additional ideas to expand on the
celebration, safely.
Postponed until 2021:
 ECC Golf Tournament
 Trail of Treats (Town of Ellington)
 Farmhouse Fair
 Winterfest 2020
We encourage all Boards and Committees to
consider creatively how they can continue activities
virtually or in some other safe manner.
Blessings, Re-Opening Team: Chas Gross, Chair;
Mary Iovine; Sharon McLaughlin; Robin Miller;
Joann Scott; Dawn Stone
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TRUSTEES
CORNER
The Trustees have been meeting monthly as
scheduled to keep up with the general maintenance
of the church building while we continue to stay
safe during this global pandemic. We have
restarted our cleaning process to occur once a
month as a way to maintain a sanitized
environment.
The chimney will be scheduled for repainting by
Valley Restoration. We hope to hear this date
soon.
Our thanks to Scott Noble for working with the
sound system (mixer) vendor and getting this issue
addressed. This was repaired on August 12.
The Trustees could use some willing volunteers to
assist with a few ground-keeping items. Shrubs
may need pruning around the Narthex side door; a
dip in the lawn up front along the sidewalk could
use some dirt and seed, and ideas to reduce the
parking lot grass that has been growing in the
inactive parking lot. (We are working with our
contractor for an immediate solution on the
grass/weeds in the parking lot in the meantime.)

From the Diaconate…
How is your patience holding up during this
time of quarantining, mask wearing, social
distancing and generally having your life disrupted?
I’m getting a little tired of it and would like to go
out to dinner, visit with friends and family and get
my own groceries. While it is possible to do all of
these things, it’s not the same as before. My
patience is wearing THIN!
I have often said I am a patient person but
not a patient person. I am very much into caring for
patients but I have an impatient personality. As this
pandemic induced impatience it was getting to me
this past week, I turned to my reference Bible and
looked up patience. It took a while to find the
various references in the Bible but the mere act of

doing that made me slow down, take a breath and
work on my impatience. Searching through the
Bible to find passages, read them and then consider
them takes patience. Thank you God for not making
this easy. He was helping me to learn patience.
Paul’s letter to the Galatians says…”By contrast,
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentle-ness and
self-control.” (Galatians 5:22) A lot of things to
consider in that one short sentence from Paul.
Thinking about the love, joy, peace and kindness of
others turns impatience to patience.
I am sure I am not alone in wanting to see an
end to the pandemic that we are in and a return to
what was our past normal. We need to practice
patience for the safety of ourselves and others. Our
sanctuary will reopen. We will be together again
and able to be in close contact with one another. It
is going to try our patience. We need to keep our
patience with all the rules and restrictions intact.
We need to be patient, with others and with
ourselves. In his second letter Peter says, “The Lord
is not slow about His promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any
to perish.” (2 Peter 3:9) And finally Paul in his
letter to the Romans, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Romans 12:12)
Persevere in prayer. God be with you until
we meet again in person.
Dawn Stone, Diaconate

OCTOBER CALLER
Articles & Schedules
DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
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Virtual
Coffee and Dessert Program
on August 1, 2020
We had a wonderful evening on Saturday, August 1,
2020 with our virtual, dessert potluck. The first half
hour was fellowship and helping others with Zoom.
😊 The program began with the video that Scott
Noble recorded of our beautiful labyrinth and
music, “Morning Has Broken” played by Esther
Pezzella. This was followed by a trip down memory
lane with Peg Doffek and Janet Wieliczka. They
were the Co-Chairs of the Farmhouse Fair for over
twenty years. They shared Farmhouse Fair
memories and stories about Phil Ladd in costume,
selling cheese, the tables on the road, the tent in the
parking lot, the anniversary mugs that never went
away and more. It was quite fun!
Then, Tom and Susan Mason treated us to a musical
number. They performed John Denver’s “Country
Roads.” Scott also shared “Humorous Headlines”
which provided some chuckles. The program ended
with “Maple Leaf Rag” performed by Esther.
Sharon M. ended the program with a prayer.
Brian Cocuzzo was our video editor and Zoom
moderator for the evening.
Thanks and gratitude to Scott, Brian C., Esther,
Tom and Susan, Peg and Janet for their
contributions to the program.
Blessings, Sharon McLaughlin

Visioning Update
We are excited to announce that we have filled the
position recommended by the Visioning Team.
Originally, this position had been referred to as the
Digital Media Specialist, but after realizing that the
role will expand beyond just digital media, the new
title is Outreach and Media Coordinator. We are
very fortunate to have Jill McAllister, a member of
ECC, fulfill this role. Jill comes to us with years of
experience in marketing, as well as years of
volunteering in different roles at ECC. She has great
ideas to move us forward as a church and increase
our presence within the community. Jill will be

reaching out to various church committees and
members as she gets started. We welcome Jill to her
new role, and we are eager to see her ideas come to
life in the upcoming months!

PLANS FOR
FALL MUSIC
2020
The Senior Choir will not be able to resume
their fall rehearsals due to the Coronavirus
pandemic. Therefore, we will continue to offer
soloists and very small groups as permitted for the
virtual services and also in the church when it opens
for the Sunday Service. You are most welcome to
offer a musical Anthem; please contact Esther
Pezzella the Music Director. We are proceeding
carefully and hope and pray for an end to the
pandemic!

The Chime Choir with church permission will
hold some rehearsals in the outdoor classroom or
gazebo to practice for the labyrinth dedication
service this fall. Precautions such as masks and
gloves and careful cleaning protocols and distancing
should allow us to meet. We will increase our
musical skills as well and celebrate being able to be
together!
The Tale of the Three Trees has arrived and we are
planning ‘zoom’ rehearsals and also targeting late
fall to present to the congregation. The parts are
children and adults, it will be done simply with
speaking parts, and the musical songs will be
listened to, but not sung. It is a beautiful story of
how God uses us in ways we cannot even imagine.
A handbell mini-concert will be planned in lieu of
the Senior Cantata and Winterfest. As the fall starts,
we will see how CT is reopening but handbells can
be played with Social-distancing, masks and gloves
for the Christmas season.
Looking forward to seeing you.
Esther Pezzella
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
While the church building
remains closed, I do have some
prayer shawls, lap robes and
pocket prayers at my home. If
you are looking for one of
these items, please call me, Jan Starkweather, at
860-875-1543 and we can make arrangements.
Thank you.

FROM
GROWTH AND NURTURE

We hope that you are finding ways to enjoy this hot
summer! We recently emailed out a Google form
about staying connected to other ECC members
during this time. If you feel “Called to Connect”
with other church members, please fill out the form.
If you do not have an email address, please call the
church and leave a message on the answering
machine for us. If you have any questions, you can
reach
us
at
our
new
email
address:
growth@eccucc.org

at Winterfest. The rest, as they say, is history!
Jeff is married to Julie, and they have a daughter
Miranda, who will be in 3rd grade. They live in
Ellington. Julie works for Cigna and Jeff works for
Simoniz. Jeff is originally from New York—Queens
and Brooklyn. While he was growing up in New
York, he attended a variety of church services—
Catholic services with his family, and he attended
services at the synagogue with his friends. At age
10, Jeff moved to Connecticut and later went on to
ECSU to study History and Social Science. Jeff
knew that he wanted to join a church once he had a
daughter to help her have a spiritual foundation and
upbringing. One of the first things he noticed at ECC
was the strong family component. He attended his
first service, and then kept attending.
Jeff and Julie have been active within the life of the
church volunteering their time for various events.
Julie volunteered at the Farmhouse Fair; Jeff helped
coordinate a food drive at Winterfest. Jeff joined
Growth and Nurture, bakes for various events, and is
always willing to lend a helping hand. He loves that
ECC is full of people who are open and sociable,
which makes it easy to have conversations with
anyone. We are so fortunate that Jeff and his family
found their way to ECC through Winterfest!

Meet the Member
Jeff McAvoy

Stewardship Reminder
Jeff McAvoy became a member of Ellington
Congregational Church in November 2019 after
attending services and various events for several
years. His first experience at ECC was during
Winterfest. His family went inside the church and sat
down to have a meal. They recognized the Milheiro
family and had a great experience (and great food!)

PLEASE remember when paying your offering by
check to write your envelope/giving number on the
memo line. Thank you.

Thank you for your financial support of the mission
and ministries of the Ellington Congregational
Church.
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"Then the people rejoiced because they
had offered so willingly, for they made their
offering to the Lord with a whole heart, and
King David also rejoiced greatly."
6. 1 Chronicles 29:9

As the Board of Missions,
we exemplify a heart full of love,
an ear ready to listen,
and a hand willing to help.

Sue’s Cupboard Quip:

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, we
encourage you to prayerful consider attending
either or both of the free webinars sponsored by
Thrivent.
The links were emailed on August 18th and can also
be found in the August 23 and 30th bulletins on the
church website.

Take care of someone else. Be there for someone
else. Bless someone else. A happy life is about
giving more than you take.
Mandy Hale

What did Missions Accomplish in August:
Contributed/donated:


$1,000.00
for
the
ECC
Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund to help church members
in our community who suffered a loss and
needs assistance to recover from Tropical
Storm Isaias.



The Ellington Human Services agency is
seeing an up-tic in requests for support from
the local community due to the coronavirus.
Many business have not fully opened and
need is there. The Board of Missions voted
to send $550.00 to their Food Bank Fund.
We would encourage, our congregation to
donate to the Ellington Food Bank if you
wish. Any questions, please call Sue
Hannigan 860-875-5396. Sue serves as
Chair of ECC BoMissions and Vice Chair of
Ellington Human Services.

From the Northeast Thrivent Member Network
page https://www.thriventfinancial.com/membernetwork/northeast/events/:

Your Retirement. Take Control Today!
Click on the preferred time to register:



September 2, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. ET
September 17, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. ET

Join the Thrivent and the Northeast Member
Network for a special online event with national
financial expert and author, Tom Hegna.
Hegna is the author of Don’t Worry, Retire Happy!,
a straightforward guide to retirement income
planning during uncertain times. He’ll offer insights
to help you prepare for a secure and fulfilling
retirement.
No products will be sold. Tom Hegna is not affiliated with or endorsed
by Thrivent. The views expressed in this presentation by Tom Hegna
are his own and not necessarily those of Thrivent or its affiliates. The
material presented has been obtained from sources we believe to be
reliable and is current.
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Board of Missions wishes all our college
students heading off or back to college,
best wishes, good luck, bright skies, and
happy times and be careful. Wear your
mask!
We hope our younger students and their
teachers have a wonderful safe year, be-it
at home or the classroom.

FOOD BANK -SHOPPING CART
REQUEST
FOR THE MONTH OF
September
MOST NEEDED ITEMS
Hot & Cold Cereals
Canned Pasta
Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Soup
Canned baked beans or pork & beans
Rice-a-Roni, Pasta Roni, or Knorr Side Dishes
Instant Soup Mix
Canned Fruit

We greatly appreciate all
donations, including grocery
store gift cards!
Mobile Grocery Cart: please email
Tammie Mangold with your address at
Tammie.Mangold@gmail.com if you are able to do
this, you can leave a bag outside your door. The
items will be picked up and delivered to
Cornerstone. Thank you! Board of Missions
Because of the coronavirus, clients are provided
at the door with pre-packed bags of
nonperishable foods. We have to consider the
weight and size of food items, and so we ask for
regular size food items instead of large or family
size items or multi-pound items. Please, no glass
jars.

THANK YOU!

Service People on Active Duty
The following list contains people called to
active duty. Please keep them and their families
in your prayers. If you know of someone who
should be on this list (or have a correction),
please contact the church office at
sec-eccucc@sbcglobal.net. Thank you.

Full Name

Submitted by

143rd Regional Support Group CT Army Nat’l
Guard
250th Engineering Battalion Army National Guard
Allysson Belval
Bill McDonald
Chelsea Hinton
Jay Walpole
Chris Perrett
Moriah Nutt
Chris Saucier
Curtis Hany
Patti & Mark Hany
Damon Matus
Del Plato
Drew Blunt
Dylan LaMothe
Joan McCarthy
Eric
Ethan Parlante
Carolyn Ladd
Evan Peterson
Frankie Valentin
Lucie Parisi
Gary Feldman, Jr.
Greg Fearnley
Ian Rivers
Jay O’Connor
Dianne Durgan
Jessica Lannan
Jim
Jon Sanchez
Dawn Stone
Josh Long
Karen McCarthy
Josh Smidge
Justyn Manning
Dawn Stone
Kyle Ciesco
Melissa Ciesco-Rolland
Larry Oliver
Lewis Hursh
Matt Boulem
Banks Family
Nicole Walsh
Sean Belmont
George & Marty Nickerson
Thomas Allen
Lucie Parisi
Tim Moynihan
Victoria Liegl
Zach Hazzard
Jon Allen
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The Women’s Fellowship of the Ellington Congregational Church is open to all members and
friends of the church. We encourage you to participate in our organization.

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”
From The Message, 1 Peter 4:10

I can't believe it is Fall. Considering how everyday
seems a little bit the same, time has flown by. Of
course, not too much has happened and there isn't
much in the future. We will decide about the field
trip in October when we meet this month. Chances
are it will be cancelled.
The virtual potluck in August was great fun. There
were stories, Farmhouse Fair memories and music.
A huge thank you to Sharon McLaughlin and Scott
Noble for making it happen. Hopefully, if we do
something like that again, more folks will join.
Most importantly, stay safe and healthy. You are all
so special and I look forward to seeing you all in
person.
Blessings, Susan Mason

Our next W.F. Executive
Board virtual meeting is
scheduled
for
Friday,
September 11th at 1:30 p.m.

hawkwing REMINDER –Women’s
Fellowship collects gently used CLEAN
coats and new items for the Lakota
people in South Dakota and the items
are distributed through the efforts of hawkwing, a nonprofit organization. There is a box in the Narthex for
depositing clean coats in good condition when the
building re-opens, and Jan Danforth will faithfully
collect and store them until shipment. (Thank you Jan
D.) Our congregation has been extremely generous in
their donations and every donation makes a
difference, so thanks! For additional information
about this mission, the website is www.hawkwing.org.
You may also call Janet W. or Peg D. as they
coordinate the hawkwing missions for our church.

Farmhouse Fair
The Farmhouse Fair has become a
staple in our church, with our
members and our community. Not
only is it a big fundraiser for our
Church, but it is also a time when the
women of the Church (and a lot of the men too)
work together and create a warm, inviting, festive
atmosphere. The live Christmas music playing
softly in the background, the sweet aromas from
the kitchen, people eating in the cafe, many
handmade items and baked goods being sold
throughout the building are just a small sample of
what we all look forward to. All of this leads to a
wonderful time of enjoyment and socializing with
friends both new and old.
I am saddened to confirm what you all suspect; the
Farmhouse Fair will not be taking place this year.
There is no way we can create this wonderful
atmosphere, maintain social distancing, and be
compliant with the state restrictions on food
preparation and serving.
Do not let this discourage you, think of it as bonus
time to make more items for the 2021 fair! It is a
chance to make new and intriguing creations. If you
have any questions or ideas you would like to share
feel free to call or text (860-508-0763), or email me
at womensfellowship@eccucc.org
Happy Creating.
Stay Safe and Healthy,
Vivian
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The Church Family News
Sept 1
Sept 2
Sept 2
Sept 2
Sept 3
Sept 4
Sept 4
Sept 4
Sept 4
Sept 4
Sept 5
Sept 5
Sept 5
Sept 6
Sept 6
Sept 8
Sept 8
Sept 8
Sept 9
Sept 11
Sept 14
Sept 15
Sept 15
Sept 15
Sept 16
Sept 18
Sept 19
Sept 19
Sept 19
Sept 20
Sept 23
Sept 25
Sept 26
Sept 28
Sept 28
Sept 29
Sept 29

Kate Savage
Celeste Forst
Lillian Westerberg
Munro Crane
Julia Meyer
Colette Aldrich
Terri Lackouskas
Marty Nickerson
Bethany Crocker
Chas Gross
Dean Rasmussen
Jordan Terry
Nathan Wright
Alexa Bellezza
Jay M. Terbush
Curtis McKeegan
Megan Beebe
Morgan Beebe
Bethany Parisi
Courtney Conley
Paul Westerberg
BJ Aldrich
Stacy Fox
Elaine Duckett
Cole Winslow
Norah Wright
Donna McKiernan
Amanda Bellezza
Preston Aldrich
Jon Allen
Tristan Mangold
Kyle Ciesco
Maggie Russell
Lyn Allen
Owen Feindel
Christopher Charest
Logan Firetto

Sept 1
Sept 6
Sept 10
Sept 12
Sept 17

Lisa & David Sirag Jr.
Johnett & Jeff Simonson
Emily & Kevin Byam
Congratulations ~ 15 years!
Cheryl & Paul Dinse
Joanne & Bill Raulukaitis
A SPECIAL SHOUT OUT
Joanne and Bill
are celebrating their
60th Anniversary this month.

Sept 21
Sept 21
Sept 24
Sept 26
Sept 28
Sept 28

Jennifer & Drew Boynton
Ellen & David Panagrosso
Caren & Dean Rasmussen
Jill & Bill McAllister
Marty & George Nickerson
Melissa & Todd Rolland

PRAYER GROUP
& PRAYER CIRCLE
The Prayer Group prays at
home for one hour every
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. for
people in need. If you need
prayers for someone or
would like to be included in
the Prayer Circle, please let Dottie Marshall or
the church office know.
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T.E.L.O.S. Bottle

H

and can collection is

ospitalized

since the last Caller
Sharon Gluhosky

Pastoral Emergencies, please call or text
Dr. Jay at 860-906-6525

temporarily suspended.
Please continue to save
bottles and cans at home
and when the building
reopens, we will again
be gratefully accepting
your donations!
THANKS!

If you forget, Urgent Call Service is

Any questions, please contact
christianed@eccucc.org

Lee Carman:

available at all times by calling the church and
listening to the answering machine as it provides
instructions. (Please do not leave a message on the
answering machine.)

Please do not leave any recyclables at the
ECC shed or anywhere else on the church
property.

Welcome and God Bless!
Ellington Congregational
Church
August 2, 2020
We welcomed the following into the
fellowship of our church family:
By Reaffirmation of Faith
Linda Tolisano
Mentor: Virginia Dzen

We are extremely happy to
announce the marriage of
our son...Samuel John
Sirag to Patrycja Ewa
Duliban on August 8, 2020
at Holy Cross Catholic
Church in New Britain...we are planning a
drastically reduced celebration but the bride and
groom are very happy! Lisa and David Sirag

To announce a special happening,
i.e., birth, engagement, wedding,
graduation, or if you see that we do not
have you acknowledged in the Birthday
and/or Anniversary announcements, please
email the church office.
Thank you!
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Faith Formation News
(Church School, P.A.C.E., Confirmation, T.E.L.O.S.)

Something new is being planted at ECC!
A junior youth group that meets one evening a month virtually is coming this fall.
Once we can safely meet in person, the program will meet one or two evenings each month.
This will be determined by the youth group members and their families.
Registration information will go out in an email blast and through the U.S. postal system.
Contact Lee Carman for more information at christianed@eccucc.org

Join Dr. Jay & Lee Carman
For the fall kick-off of the 2020-2021 program year!
Families are invited to attend a virtual informational potluck!

Sunday, 9/13 @ 7pm!
Details will be sent in an email blast and through the U.S. postal system.
12

Church School Fall Kick-off
What will church school look like this year?
Join us for a virtual informational
potluck on 9/13 @ 5pm
and hear about it!
Online registration information will be
sent out in an email blast and through the mail.
Contact Lee Carman with questions at christianed@eccucc.org
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From the Assistant Historian Fourth Church History (1914 - 1919)


Soon after the fire and as early as October 15, 1914, a committee,
consisting of Howard H. McKnight, Arthur W. Charter, Mrs. George P.
Wood, Miss Mary J. Kimball and Mrs. Henry Beebe was appointed to
solicit subscriptions for the erection of a new church building. Pledges
were made by 167 members and generous non-members for just over
$15,000.



Edward F. Miner Co. in Worcester, MA was awarded the contract for
building the Fourth Church and the cost was $31,600.14, covered by the
insurance and the generous pledges. The organ was purchased from J.W.
Steere & Son Organ Co. of Springfield, MA for $3150.00.



Our church bell has quite a long history. The Third Church bell was
damaged in the fire and it was recast by the McShane Bell Co. in Baltimore, MD. The bell is inscribed
as follows: “This bell is a recast of the one which was in the former church and passed through the fire
of October 3, 1914.” (The same bell had previously hung in the Second Church, erected in 1805-1806.)



Many furnishings for the church were provided by special gifts from many individuals and groups
within the church and many “out-of-towners”. For example the large armed pulpit chair was a donation
from Miss Sara Holbrook of New Haven in memory of her father, Rev. David S. Holbrook, fifteenth
pastor of our church from 1876-1880.



With the completion of the building of our Fourth Church we transition now from Rev. Jones (1898 1917) to Rev. James Carter (1917 - 1922) our twentieth pastor. In a Pastoral Letter dated Dec. 7, 1917,
Rev. Carter states, "There was probably never a time in the history of the Church when Christian
fellowship was more necessary than today." He was referring to World War I.



In support of WWI soldiers, on July 25, 1918 a newspaper article from the Rockville Journal recounted
"A Very Unique and Patriotic Service Held Last Sunday Evening in the Park. Jewish, Methodist and
Congregationalist Denominations Found a Common Basis for Fellowship. Rev. J. T. Carter the Leader".
Included in the ceremony was the singing of the Liberty Songs with Mrs. H. C. Aborn presiding at the
organ.



Rev. Carter's Pastoral Letter dated Dec. 1, 1919 laments that although a Peace Treaty had not yet been
signed, he rejoices that "This year America set the pace to the world by the adaption (sic) of Prohibition.
This church for years has stood for Temperance principles and now rejoices in this triumph of
righteousness."



The Church budget in 1919 was $2300.00, which included expenses for salaries, music, heating and
light, repairs, insurance, interest, and sundries. $493.00 was budgeted for benevolences.

Debby Wallace, Assistant Historian
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Moved? New Phone or E-mail? Please e-mail the Church Office to keep the records up to
date. Thank you. sec-eccucc@sbcglobal.net
HIGHLIGHTS
Pastoral Search Team p. 1 – 2
From the Senior Pastor p. 2
Outdoor Service & Re-Opening Update p. 3
Trustees Corner & From the Diaconate p. 4
Visioning Update & Fall Music p. 5
Prayer Shawl & Growth & Nurture p. 6
Stewardship p. 6 – 7
Missions is on a Mission p. 7 – 8
Women’s Fellowship & Farmhouse Fair News p. 9
The Church Family News p. 10 – 11
Faith Formation p. 12 – 13
From the Assistant Historian p. 14
September Calendar p. 15

CHURCH STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Jay M. Terbush, Senior Pastor
Esther Pezzella, Director of Music
Lee Carman, Director of Faith Formation
Leigh Lezotte, Church Secretary
VIRTUAL CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
8:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. Monday – Friday
New Worship Time Goes into Effect Sept. 13th
SUNDAY VIRTUAL WORSHIP IS AT 10:00 A.M.

Our Church Mission Statement
To be a dynamic and nurturing community
called by God’s grace
to know Christ and make Him known
through worship, love, and service.
Adopted September 15, 2019

HOW TO CONTACT THE CHURCH
PHONE: 860-871-6606 – voice mail
EMAIL: sec-eccucc@sbcglobal.net
FAX: 860-871-5932
Web Page: www.eccucc.org
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