
E N G A G E
lessons from the book of Jonah

Read the following passage together - Jonah 3
Part 3. Turn or Burn
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Get Started

1. Describe a challenging or difficult task that you have had to do? What made it challenging? 
             How did you overcome it? 

2.          What are some of the challenges that Jonah faces as he goes to Nineveh? 

 

 

Questions for Conversation

1. Do you believe that God is a God of “a second chance”? 
             What support might you find for that in this story? 

2. Why do you think Jonah’s message was so brief? Do you think he left out some details? 

3. The Hebrew word used in Jonah for “overturned” is haphak. It can have the sense of destruction 
             or transformation. Does this change your understanding of Jonah’s message? 

4. Why do you think the Ninevites responded so quickly and completely to Jonah’s message?

5. TWhy do you think the animals had to “fast” alongside the humans? Vs 7,8 

6.          Read the first sermon of Jesus in Matthew 4:17. How is this like the message of Jonah? In what way 
             is the call to repentance similar for Jonah and Jesus? In what ways might it be different? 

7.          Nineveh is spared God’s judgement but then, within a few decades, the Assyrians come and conquer 
             the whole Northern Kingdom of Israel leaving only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin in the south. 
             Wouldn’t it have been better for God to wipe out Nineveh like Jonah wanted? How do you make 
             sense of God’s compassion in the light of what the Assyrians do to Israel? 

 
 

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 
Apply This

1. Jonah teaches us not to fear the city, to keep the message simple and to trust God for the results. 
             How do these principles help us engage with the mission God is calling us to today?

2. For the month of October, our mission focus is on our local partner, the Mustard Seed. How does 
             the Mustard Seed help us to face one of the challenges in our city with confidence? How will your 
             group participate in the “Warm Feet for the Street” socks and underwear drive? 

 


