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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ” (1Cor 1:3)!
In the weeks since Easter, much has changed about our world, yet
much has remained the same! Jesus Christ is risen, He has risen
indeed, Alleluia!

In the weeks of the Easter season, our focus has been on
experiencing the Risen Christ in our lives. For it is “in Him that we
live and move and have our being,” (Acts 17:28). As we journeyed
through the Easter season, we have witnessed to what it was like to
see the risen Christ and yet also to believe in what we ourselves have not seen. We have walked
along with Jesus and the disciples on the Road to Emmaus and considered where it is in our lives
that we’ve experienced Jesus. We were reminded that Jesus is the Good Shepherd and like the
sheep, we who follow him, listen for his voice and respond when He calls. And we have been
encouraged to take all that Jesus taught us and build a strong spiritual house with Christ as the
foundation. We also were assured that Jesus did not leave us alone, but sent an Advocate, one who
is with us always as we live and love in Christ Jesus.
This week, we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord, when Jesus leaves behind this earthly world and
goes to sit at the right hand of God. There is a brief time of waiting for what He has promised after
that, but we soon celebrate Pentecost and the gift of the Holy Spirit, our Advocate. And on Holy
Trinity Sunday, we will receive a special gift, our sermon will be by presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
of the ELCA.
During this time of continued uncertainty, we know that many in our community are experiencing
difficult times. If you or someone you know is struggling in any way, please reach out to the church or
myself. We have so many ways that we might be able to help or know of someone who can.
We will continue to be church together even when we are in separate locations. You can continue to
find daily devotional reflections and inspiring music on our facebook page. And you can access our
weekly worship either on the Facebook page at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and on our
website http://www.stjohnslutherannorry.org (note this has been corrected and you no longer need
access to Facebook to access these services). However, we know that not everyone has access to
online worship and so included in today’s messenger is a copy of the Morning Prayer service and
daily prayer suggestions from the ELCA that can be used in your homes.
May the love of Christ be reflected in how you live, move and have your being!
God’s Peace,

Karla
Vicar Karla S. Leiby
Cell (570) 854-3919

Updates from St. John’s Council
After much consideration, the council at this time has voted to not resume in person worship for the
next 4 weeks and then re-evaluate at that time. Factors that went into the decision included the size or
our worship, having a many members in the high risk category, and the logistics of safely returning to
worship.
We will continue online worship on our Facebook site and website. We have been made aware of the
glitch with the website postings taking you back to Facebook and it has been corrected for those of
you that do not have Facebook. There will also be at home worship materials sent out with the
Messenger.
If you have any questions or concerns, you may contact any member of the council or Vicar Karla.
We continue to be church together and we continue to be a light in our community through nourishing,
serving, and faith!
God's Peace,
St. John's Church Council

Pastoral Leadership Update
Effective May 13, 2020, Rev. MarthSue Moll will no longer serve as Interim Pastor for St. John’s.
Interim Pastoral support will be provided by the Bishop’s office until a new Interim can be assigned.
Internship Supervisor for Vicar Karla Leiby will be Rev. Richard Fangman from Zion, Sunbury.

To St. John’s Social Ministry,

Thank you for the lovely
Easter flower. Your thoughtfulness
was greatly appreciated. Alleluia,
Christ is risen!
Thank you to Rev. MarthaSue Moll for
serving as St. John’s Interim Pastor for
the past year and a half. We appreciate
all your care for our community.

Updated Information Needed
In reviewing our file records, it has been noted that some
of our member household information is not up-to-date,
particularly phone numbers. If you have given up your
landline phone and are only using mobile lines, please
contact the Church Office so we are able to update our
database in Shepherd Staff. You can drop a note in the
mail or call with the information. Your help with this is
greatly appreciated in keeping our information current.

Mike & Bernadette Payne

Rummage Sale Update
Please DO NOT drop any items at the
Fellowship Hall Door or the stage. This
year’s sale is not being rescheduled.
There is a Community Aid bin located in
the parking lot. You may place clothing
and shoe items inside the bin. Other
household items need to be taken directly
to Community Aid’s donation site in
Selinsgrove.
Thank you for your cooperation.

ACTUAL

BUDGET

April Income
Year to Date

$12,393.95
51,729.07

$21,228.16
80,210.64

April Expenses
Year to Date

$15,640.26
55,587.44

$19,137.67
81,530.93

Income Less Expense: April
Year to Date

- $3,246.31
- $3,858.37

---------------------------------------------------------THANK YOU

THANK YOU

Thank you to all the members of St. John’s
who have supported and who continue to
support Kate’s Kupboard by sharing their
time, talent and treasures. This outreach
ministry would not be successful without
everyone working together. The people who
come on the 3rd Saturday of the month to
receive items are very appreciative of what
this ministry is doing for them. In some
cases it has changed their lives.

Thank you to the S. Luther Savidge
Charitable Trust for their recent donation of
$7,500 to Kate’s Kupboard. At this time of
great need among members of our
community, The Trust Committee felt a
donation to Kate’s Kupboard was most
appropriate and an excellent use of the funds.
We appreciate the support from this Trust as
we continue to provide food, cleaning and
personal care items, diapers and other baby
supplies to those in need.

NEWS FROM KATE’S KUPBOARD
On April 18th Kate’s Kupboard was open for the monthly give away. We were challenged with the
Coronavirus but we established a way for the recipients to get products without entering the building.
Our volunteers had gloves and masks to keep them safe. We are thankful we can continue to help
people during this great time of need. In addition to the people we helped on the 18 th which is reflected
in the numbers below, we helped 9 families between our March and April giveaways.
We gave away the following items: 185 Bottles of Laundry Detergent; 125 Bottles of Pine Glo; 43
Bottles of Dish Detergent; 17 Packs of Bar Soap; 370 Bags of Groceries.
185 People came to our doors and we helped 729 people
At the Baby Station we gave away: 7,682Diapers; 288 Packs of Baby Wipes; 160 Other Assorted
Baby Items. We helped 109 babies and 2 adults.
The cost for this giveaway was: TOTAL: $ 4,720.64 (Household items: $394.14; Groceries:$3,015.50
Baby station: $ 1,278.50; Adult Products: $ 32.50)
Thank you to ALL the volunteers who helped with this Kate’s Kupboard in any way.
People were very grateful to receive products at this very difficult time.

Service Assistants for June 2020
Date

Lector

Greeters

June 7
8:00 AM
June 7
10:15 AM

Bob Berry

Maryann Berry
Bonnie Berry

June 14
8:00 AM
June 14
10:15 AM

Julie Shearer

Teresa & Lee
Miller

June 21
8:00 AM
June 21
10:15 AM

Ginny Butler

Jacki & Brian
Cunningham

June 28
8:00 AM
June 28
10:15 AM

Blaine Shaffer

Trish Long
Ginny Butler

Communion
Assistants

Bread

Brenda Herbert
David Herbert

Carol Diehl

Nancy Erdley
Mike Erdley

Carol Diehl

Mindy Sawyer
Madalynn Sawyer

Teresa Miller

Mary Dunkelberger
Barb Moyer

Teresa Miller

Bill Troutman
Barb Moyer

Jacki
Cunningham

Ginny Butler
Trish Long

Jacki
Cunningham

Brenda Herbert
David Herbert

Linda Bingaman

Dean Siemsen
Blaine Shaffer

Linda Bingaman

Ushers

Acolyte/
Crucifer

Sound
System

Lucas
Dunkelberger

Owen White

Janna Berry

Bob Berry

Kobe Swanger
Daniel Lehman
George Shearer
Owen White

Logan
McAllister

Mike Erdley

Frank Hoffman
Greg Morton
Don Steele

Mason
McAllister

Brian
Cunningham

Barb Moyer
Gloria Auman
Judy Hoffman
Teresa Miller

Eryn Swanger
Sarah Long
Hanna Long
Grace Dunkelberger

Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4
Al anon

7

8

Worship w/Comm. 8:00 a.m.
Worship w/Comm. 10:15 a.m.

Finance

14

15

9
7:00 p.m.

16

Mark Giesen, ALWL presiding
Worship Service
Worship Service

11

Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Al anon

17

18

Messenger folding 9:00 a.m.

Al anon

24

25

5
7:00 p.m.

Saturday

6
Priestley Library Book
Collection 9:30-11:00 a.m.

12

13

19

20

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Kate’s Kupboard

8:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

21
Worship Service
Worship Service

10

Friday

22

23

8:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

28
Worship Service
8:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Noisy Coin Offering

Al anon

29

30

JULY 1

2

Al anon

26

27

3

4

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

9-11:00 a.m.

Prayer Ventures for May and June 2020
May
20 Give thanks for parents, aunts, uncles and grandparents whose example and convictions teach children
and youth the values of compassion, generosity and respect for one another.
21 Ascension of Our Lord While we look forward to everlasting life and being with Jesus in heaven, pray that
we will live with confidence and joy in the promise of salvation and the presence of the Spirit, which sustains
and equips us for the work we are called to today as people of the good news.
22 Remember in prayer our ELCA missionaries, global companions and international leaders. Pray for their
health and well-being as well as their continuing witness and service in the world even though some of our
work together may have been temporarily suspended.
23 Think about the blessings, wisdom, revelations and gifts you have received by God’s grace through faith in
Jesus Christ; give thanks for each one.
24 Give thanks, praise and glory to God for restoring our relationship with our Creator and unifying us ―
beloved children of God ― through the love and sacrifice of Jesus.
25 Memorial Day Today we remember, mourn and give thanks for the military men and women who have
given their lives in pursuit of justice, peace and freedom for our country and all nations.
26 Pray that the Spirit of God working in us will help us value every generation for its faith, wisdom, gifts and
diverse life experiences, and that we will not disparage or discount one another because of age, mistakes or
differences of perspective but instead will give thanks and affirm and support one another as members of the
body of Christ, which includes all generations.
27 Pray that we will be mindful and responsive to those who have become more lonely, isolated or distant over
the past weeks and months, and that they will feel more connected and comforted as we reach out to one
another and discover new ways of being in community and relationship with each other.
28 Give thanks for the commitment, creativity and compassion of teachers, teacher assistants, professors,
educators and school staff who, facing difficult and uncertain situations, have persisted in attending to the
educational and personal needs of their students ― our children, youth and young adults.
29 Pray for congregations, Christian education leaders, youth and family ministry leaders, and volunteers
preparing for summer programs, that they will deepen and stir the faith of members and reach into
neighborhoods and surrounding communities with the gospel and an active spirit of hospitality and service.
30 Pray that our church’s endeavors to foster understanding and unity between Lutherans, other Christian
denominations and other faiths will yield abundant fruit for the glory of God and for healing our rifts and our
brokenness.
31 Day of Pentecost Lift up prayers of joy and thanksgiving for how we are united in one Spirit yet manifest
diverse gifts, abilities and wisdom for sharing the gospel, building up the body of Christ and serving our
neighbor.

June
1 This month has the most daylight of the year in the Northern Hemisphere and the least daylight of the year in
the Southern Hemisphere. Give thanks that the gift of sunlight sustains all life on Earth and that the light of
God’s love and truth, shining through Jesus, gives us the gift of new life, purpose and direction as children of
God.

2 Remember and give thanks for the influence and example of people who have been martyred for their faith
and courageous witness in the world. Pray that our own boldness of faith and service will dispel the fear of
ridicule, persecution and death.
3 Give thanks for our LGBTQIA+ siblings in Christ and ask that the Spirit empower us, individually and together
as a church, to grow more welcoming and intentionally inclusive, to value the faith and gifts of all people, and
to advocate for justice and respect for people who are marginalized and excluded in the church and society.
4 Remember in prayer people who depend on seasonal employment for their livelihoods or who live with the
uncertainty and anxiety of unemployment during the COVID-19 pandemic. Pray that the Spirit will make us
creative and tireless in supporting and caring for others, especially our neighbors in greatest need ― locally
and globally.
5 Pray for God to send the Spirit into our midst and renew humanity and all creation.
6 In this season of storms and flooding, pray that our neighbors and communities will be safe and that we will
stand ready to respond when disasters strike and leave our neighbors vulnerable, grieving and wondering
where to begin rebuilding their lives. Give thanks for the work we do together through Lutheran Disaster
Response bringing God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by disaster.
7 Pray that we will hear and respond to God’s call to be disciples in the world, just as Jesus directed his
disciples to visit every nation, make disciples, baptize the faithful, teach the ways and commandments of God,
and spread the good news of God’s ever-present love and mercy.
8 Ask God to comfort those grieving the loss of loved ones from COVID-19, and pray that we will not forget
them amid our new concerns and routines as communities and states open up again.
9 Continue to pray for synod leaders making new plans for their assemblies with concern for the health and
well-being of leaders, voting members and others. Pray that the Spirit will guide their plans and strengthen
them in their work proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in
the world.
10 “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” With humility and joy,
give thanks and praise to God!
11 Pray for God’s wisdom and guidance as we work together and journey into the future as a thriving church,
spreading the gospel and deepening faith for all people.
12 Take time to reflect on nature, humankind, the earth and the heavens above ― everything God has made
― and pray that we will stand in awe and thanksgiving to God, proclaiming God’s creation to be very good.
13 In the absence of summer camp programs, pray for the leaders and staff of our outdoor ministries as they
seek new ways to sustain their organizations’ vitality, share the gospel and serve people of all ages in
congregations and communities.
14 Pray that we will respond eagerly when God calls us into the world together as disciples to carry on the
difficult work of Jesus, sharing the good news, caring for our neighbors in their suffering and need, bringing
hope where there is despair and bearing God’s truth and light.
15 Thank God for opportunities to enjoy nature, whether in a wilderness area, urban park, community garden
or forest preserve. Give thanks for how nature and fresh air renew us and lift our spirits, and pray that our
neighbors with mobility challenges can get outdoors to experience and enjoy the blessings of creation.
Downloaded from https://www.elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures

Morning Prayer
Opening
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
O God, that we may rejoice and be glad all our
days. Praise to the blest and holy Trinity, one
God, who gives us life, salvation, and
resurrection.
[Alleluia.]

Psalmody
The psalmody may begin with Psalm 95:1-7a (below),
Psalm 63, Psalm 95, Psalm 100, or another psalm
appropriate for morning. Psalms indicated in the Daily
Lectionary may be used instead of or in addition to the
psalms
mentioned here.
1Come,

let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2Let us come before God's presence | with
thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
5The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
6Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
7For the LORD | is our God,
and we are the people of God's pasture
and the sheep | of God's hand.
A time of silence follows. A hymn may follow.

Readings
One or more readings for each day may be selected
from the Daily Lectionary or another resource. The
reading of scripture may be followed by silence for
reflection.
The reflection may conclude with these or similar words.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors
in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by
the Son.

Gospel Canticle
The song of Zechariah may be sung or said.

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have
come to your people and set them free. You have
raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house
of your servant David. Through your holy prophets,

you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us, to show mercy to
our forebears, and to remember your holy
covenant. This was the oath you swore to our
father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of
our enemies, free to worship you without fear,
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our
life. And you, child, shall be called the prophet of
the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to
prepare the way, to give God’s people knowledge
of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. In the
tender compassion of our God the dawn from on
high shall break upon us, to shine on those who
dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to
guide our feet into the way of peace.

Prayers
The following or another form of the prayers may be
used. A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the
resurrection dawn,
bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes
every day new.
Especially we thank you-for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing
and forgiveness . . .
for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal
the hurts of all
your children,
and bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus,
the living Lord.
Especially we pray-for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or
warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international
harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from
carelessness
and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.
The following prayer is especially appropriate for
morning.

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be
overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.
Additional materials for daily prayer are available in Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (pp. 295-331) and may supplement this simple
order. Daily Lectionary readings may be found at
ELCA.org/Lectionary or at Evangelical Lutheran Worship pp. 11211153.
“Morning Prayer: A Simplified Form” is adapted from Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, Copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. Published by Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Permission is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use,
provided that this copyright notice is included.

MEMBERS:
PRAYER REQUEST:
Kevin Lahr; Ginger Ward;
Shirley Hill; David
Bartholomew; Mark
Bartholomew; John Brown;
Leslie Walter; Jane Ramer; Sherry Metzler; Betsy Smeltz;
Scott Yorty; Bob Hynick; Ronald Neitz; Ed Auman; Billy
Lewis; Beulah Reynolds; Kim Metzler; Marti Row; Marlyn
Deihl.
HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS : Esther Stamm;
Teresa Meisinger; Doug Manning; Mary Rogers; Connie
Lahr; David Hauck; Millie Lennon Blyth; Elaine Kohl;
Eleanor Williamson; Bart Bartholomew; Frances Brouse;
Caroline Hoffman; Nickolas Chiarkas; Tina Pontius; Shirley
Gautsch: Nancy Hendricks; John Hendricks; Peg Feaster;
Dixie Wagner; William Wagner; Elsie Mae Meehan; Sally
Lewis; Arlet Hummel; Phyllis Gordon; Mike Payne; Carol
Diehl; Betty Yerg; Harold Billman; Margaret Rantz; Joyce
Shearer; Carol Wilks
Pray for our military
Colton Brouse; Logan Brouse; Kale Gallo; Wyatt Kohl,
Russell Haddon III

Daily Readings
May 24
May 25
May 26
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 30
May 31
June 1
June 2
June 3
June 4
June 5
June 6
June 7
June 8
June 9
June 10
June 11
June 12
June 13
June 14
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 19
June 20

John 8:12-20
John 8: 31-47
Habakkuk 1:1-11
John 9:13-34
John 10:22-30
Numbers 6:22-27
Ephesians 6:10-20
John 15:1-11
Jeremiah 10:1-10
Hebrews 9:11-15
Ephesians 2:1-7
Romans 2:11-16
Joshua 24:13-18
John 8:48-59
John 1:1-14
Mark 1:9-18
John 18:33-38
Romans 5:1-11
Matthew 16:13-19
Romans 6:1-8
Luke 16:1-8
1 John 4:1-6
Romans 5:20-6:15
John 15:1-7
Matthew 12:1-12
Titus 3:1-8
1 John 4:7-16
Luke 22:14-20

Memorials Received
In memory
of
Flora Fulmer
by
Karen Mertz
Alice Baer
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Sundays at St. John’s
8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion

Church Office Hours

Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Fri 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Karla Leiby, Vicar
William J. Jacavage, Director of Music

