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-Thanksgiving, gratitude, humility- 

Date:  October 11, 2020 (Harvest Thanksgiving) 

1.  Texts:  Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Ps. 65; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Luke 17:11-19. 

2.  Subject:  thanksgiving. 

3.  Topic:  gratitude. 

4.  Aim:  educate. 

5.  Proposition:  “Thanksgiving, gratitude and humility—God’s Thanksgiving Day.” 
 

RE-MEMBER 

 

 Many a parish across Canada will celebrate Thanksgiving Day today.  Some 

will decorate the altar with hay bales, homegrown potatoes, zucchini and 

pumpkins.  The flowers on the altar will be in shades of rust and yellow.  This 

Sunday will be filled with images of families gathered at grandma’s house, 

feasting on the aromas of roasting turkey and pumpkin pie. 

 

 Woe betide the poor cleric who chooses to not preach about Thanksgiving 

or doesn’t allow for Thanksgiving Day in the intercessions.  That’s almost as bad 

as neglecting Mother’s Day and far worse than neglecting Father’s Day. 

 

 Such attachments to Thanksgiving are founded on sentimental associations 

with the past, with the “good ol’ days”.  If we’re honest with ourselves, most of 

us have few connections with the agricultural industry.  As long as what we want 

to eat for Thanksgiving dinner is available at the store for a good price, we’re ok.  

Our attachment to Thanksgiving Day has little to do with the harvest and almost 

everything to do with what we remember about how things used to be.   

 

 Ultimately, these sentimental connections will fail us.  The further away the 

generations are from the original event, the less power the memories hold.  It soon 

happens that our “good ol’ days” don’t really include what our parents or 

grandparents remember.  All we really have are the fading sentimental 

attachments.  In the long run, the sentimental attachments to Thanksgiving Day 

will fail us.  By the way, so will the sentimental attachments to Sunday School or 

the days of kindly, old Canon What’s-his-name.   

 

 What we need are attachments that are greater than our individual 

experiences and the memories of those experiences.  We need to be motivated by 

something larger, more significant and more powerful than our own memories, 
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especially as fewer and fewer people possess those memories.  We require a 

connection to the genuinely divine.  We need to remember something more 

monumental and universal. 

 

 The Church is in a particularly advantageous position for this.  We’re 

actually experts at re-membering. 

 

 To re-member is to make ourselves members of something again and again.  

That’s what our memories do for us—they reunite us to our cherished past.  We 

smell the aroma of fresh bread and instantly grandma’s memories are before us.  

We re-member the time when the oven failed as the turkey was supposed to be 

roasting and suddenly we’re back in that same house, re-experiencing the 

confusion.  We re-member. 

 

 The time has come when the Church should exercise its power to re-

member and so join us all to something more monumental and more universal 

than our memories. 

 

 Given that we’re thinking about Thanksgiving Day, we link ourselves to 

God as creator. 

 

 However our creation came to be, God is its source.  The question of “how” 

is the question of processes and actions.  Today those are not our concern.  Today 

we are concerned with “who” and the who behind creation is God, however he 

chose to do it. 

 

 God has proven himself to be a generous and creative God.  There is not 

just one colour of blue, but a whole range of tints and shades.  There is not just 

one bird song, but an indescribable variety of them.  God created not just one way 

of being human, but billions.  God is generous and creative. 

 

 Today we re-member ourselves to God’s generosity and creativity, just as 

the reading from Deuteronomy encouraged us to do.   

Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to 

keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which 

Pronounced “ree – membering”. 
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I am commanding you today…then do not exalt yourself, 

forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the 

great and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with 

poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you 

from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that 

your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and 

in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and 

the might of my own hand have gained me this wealth.’ But 

remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power 

to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore 

to your ancestors, as he is doing today.1 

God’s creative generosity challenges us to gratitude and thanksgiving.  His 

generous creation confirms his commitment to us and love for us.   

 

 This is a truth and an experience far greater than any Thanksgiving supper.  

This is one of those monumental and universal realities to which we join 

ourselves today.  We re-member ourselves to our generous Creator.   

 

 This choice to reconnect ourselves to God as generous and creative must—

MUST—drive us to humble thanksgiving and praise.  Not any one of us has 

deserved what God has created—either in the world or in our own lives.  His 

creation humbles us and we are propelled into gratitude and thanksgiving.   

 

 But our gratitude and thanksgiving also propel us into stewardship.  

Having so generously received at the hands of our Creator, we must also care for 

and shepherd that creation.  We cannot have received such gifts as our universe 

and our own lives without being obligated to care for them.  God’s divine and 

generous creation becomes our directive for our thank-filled stewardship of all 

that we enjoy.  We care for ourselves and others as God has cared for us.  We 

share in his generous creation as we relate to others generously and creatively.   

 

 That care for our own creation and for the universe of God’s creation leads 

us full circle back to knowing God as generous creator and so to re-membering 

 
1 Deuteronomy 8:11, 14-18. 
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ourselves to him.  Our stewardship of God’s creation becomes a necessary 

reflection of God as generous love.   

 

 Which is a generous and humbling privilege—that we may serve our 

generous and creative God in ways that reflect to others his very nature.   

 

 This is the real direction of Thanksgiving Day—thanksgiving to a generous 

and creative God who allows us to share in his creation and to reflect to others 

his love.  This is a monumental and universal truth that humbles us and calls forth 

thankful gratitude from us.  Such is the divine content of our Thanksgiving Day.   

 

 AMEN.   


