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“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ” (1Cor 1:3)!
As we journey through the season of Pentecost, we explore
what it means to be the church in this time and in this place.
This is such a challenging question for us with all that is
going on in our country and throughout our world. However,
the mission of the church remains the same: to share the
gospel message with all we meet and reflect the love of

Christ Jesus in all we say and do.
Despite the many weeks of not being able to gather in person to worship, St. John’s has continued it’s
mission by spreading the gospel message through online services and monthly mailings; by
continuing to provide for the needs of our neighbors through Kate’s Kupboard; and by praying and
caring for one another. If you have driven past St. John’s in the past weeks, you will notice the sign
out front boldly proclaims, “We Never Close!”
One of the big questions on our minds, is when can we gather together again as St. John’s family to
worship in person? St. John’s formed a Safety Committee a few weeks ago to assess and make
recommendations to the council on the safest and best way to return to in person worship. Even
though our county is currently in the green phase, there are still many guidelines from the CDC,
ELCA, and our local synod that must be followed. This past Wednesday the church council approved
the recommendations proposed by the Safety Committee for return to in person worship beginning
the first week in August if the Coronavirus remains stable or subsides further in our area. We know
that many other churches are returning to worship sooner than that, but each church needs to make
decisions on what is best for their own community and make arrangements to cover the necessary
precautions that need to be considered. There is a more specific outline of the plan to return to in
person worship outlined in the newsletter.
We continue to be church together even when we worship from separate locations. We will continue
with daily devotional reflections and inspiring music on our Facebook page. And weekly worship
services can be accessed either on the Facebook page at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
and on our website http://www.stjohnslutherannorry.org . Because we know that not everyone has
access to online worship, included in today’s messenger is a copy of the Morning Prayer service and
daily prayer suggestions from the ELCA that can be used at home.
May the grace of God, the love of Christ Jesus, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
God’s Peace,

Karla
Vicar Karla S. Leiby
Cell (570) 854-3919

Vicar Karla will be out of the
office from June 29th
through July 24th as she
travels to Montana for the
arrival of their first
grandchild. If you have a
emergency or need for
pastoral care, please
contact the church office
570-473-3770 or council
president Eric Shearer,
570-473-1405.

What are the chances?
“The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is the Lord’s
alone” (Proverbs 16:33, NRSV). This comforting verse tells us
that nothing happens by chance. Chance is arbitrary, accidental,
un-planned and unpredictable, without cause or meaning.
Sometimes chance appears to aptly describe the events and
happenstance of life.
But Genesis to Revelation declare in unison that even
chance is under God’s control. Every seemingly meaningless,
random and inexplicable event plays a part in the Master’s grand
design.
There is no luck, then. Everything has a divine purpose,
though we often can’t discern it. It’s just a matter of faith.

THANK YOU
88th Birthday Card Shower
th

th

June Diehl is celebrating her 88 birthday on June 17 .
A card shower is being held by the family. Cards can
be mailed to June at:
207 King Avenue
Shamokin Dam, PA 17876

Thank you to the Northumberland, Point
Township Kiwanis Club for their recent
donation of $50. Since Kiwanis is focused
on improving the lives of children they
requested that this donation be used
towards the children and youth programs
of our church. The money has been
deposited into the Youth Account and will
be used for future activities of our youth.

We Could All Use A Little Humor….
Johnny’s Dust
After church, Johnny tells his parents he has to go and talk to the minister right away. They
agree, and the pastor greets the family.
“Pastor,” Johnny says, “I heard you say today that our bodies came from the dust.”
“That’s right, Johnny, I did,” he says.
“And I heard you say that when we die, our bodies go back to dust.”
“Yes, I’m glad you were listening,” the pastor replies. “Why do you ask?”
“Well you better come over to our house right away and look under my bed, ’cause there’s
someone either comin’ or goin’!”
~~~~~~~
Red Wagon
It was the day after Christmas at a church in San Francisco. The pastor of the church was
looking over the cradle when he noticed that the baby Jesus was missing from among the
figures. Immediately he turned and went outside to look and saw a little boy with a red
wagon, and in the wagon was the figure of the little infant, Jesus. He walked up to the boy
and said, “Well, where did you get Him, my fine friend?”
The little boy replied, “I got him from the church.”
“And why did you take him?”
The boy said, “Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed to the little Lord Jesus and I told
him if he would bring me a red wagon for Christmas I would give him a ride around the block
in it.
~~~~~~~
Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favorite Bible stories. She was
puzzled by Kyle’s picture, which showed four people on an airplane. So, she asked him which
story it was meant to represent.
“The flight to Egypt,” said Kyle.
“I see… And that must be Mary, Joseph, and the Baby Jesus,” Ms. Terri said. “But who’s the
fourth person?”
Kyle explained, “Oh, that’s Pontius the Pilot!”
~~~~~~~
The Sunday School Teacher asked, “Now, Johnny, tell me frankly, do you say prayers before
eating?”
“No sir,” little Johnny replies, “I don’t have to – my Mom is a good cook!”

NEWS FROM KATE’S KUPBOARD
On May 16th Kate’s Kupboard was open for the monthly give away. Once again our recipients were
able to get products without entering the building. Our volunteers had gloves and masks to keep them
safe. We are thankful we can continue to help people during this great time of need. In addition to the
people we helped on the 16th (which is reflected in the numbers below) we helped 2 people between
our April and May giveaways.
We gave away the following items: 138 Bottles of Laundry Detergent; 138 Packs of Toilet Paper; 276
Bags of Groceries. 138 People came to our doors and we helped 471 people.
At the Baby Station we gave away: 2,704 Diapers; 170 Packs of Baby Wipes; 88 Other Assorted
Baby Items. We helped 61 babies and 3 adults.
The cost for this giveaway was:
Household items: $ 276.00
Groceries:
$2,580.60
Baby station:
$ 740.00
Adult Products:
$ 43.90
TOTAL:
$3,640.50
Thank you to ALL the volunteers who helped with this Kate’s Kupboard in any way.
In each grocery bag we were able to include meals provided by the Army National Guard and bread
donated by Bimbo Bakery!
Since the people do not come inside we no longer hear stories but we did receive a donation and a
note thanking us for helping the people of our community during this time of need.

Prayer Ventures June 16-July 15
16 Praise God for the work we accomplish together through ELCA Advocacy and for the faith-driven voice
carried to our local, state and national leaders and legislators ― a common voice advocating attention, justice
and compassion for those neighbors and communities whose needs and concerns are too often ignored or
marginalized.
17 Give thanks that, by God’s grace through Jesus Christ, our relationship with God is restored and that we can
share in the glory of God without uncertainty or fear.
18 Lutheran Services in America is a network of Lutheran social ministry organizations that connects over 300
health and human services providers throughout the country. Pray that we will engage with and support their
work in serving the diverse needs of our nation’s most vulnerable people, from infants to elders.
19 God made us, and as God’s people we enjoy the blessings of God’s enduring love, faithfulness to every
generation and redeeming presence. Lift up prayers of joy, thanksgiving and praise to God.
20 Augsburg Fortress summer music clinics provide opportunities for musicians to learn new seasonal music,
attend workshops, participate in hymn festivals and more. Pray that these participants will be inspired, equipped
and strengthened, using their musical gifts to enrich our faith communities and reveal the glory of God.
21 Living as children of God and followers of Christ is not always easy or well received by others. Pray that we
will find comfort and courage in knowing that God abides with us, knows our every struggle and joy, and
surrounds us with love and peace that are impossible to break or obstruct.
22 Pray for our global companions, their ministries and the people they serve in this time of sickness and death,
economic upheaval, social uncertainty and slow recovery.
23 Pray for patience, comfort and courage: “O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me. With
your faithful help rescue me from sinking in the mire; let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep
waters. Do not let the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up.”
24 John the Baptist Sometimes we think of John the Baptist as a little wild and fanatical in sharing the good
news of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Give thanks for whoever introduced you to Jesus, and pray for confidence
and enthusiasm in sharing your faith and talking about Jesus in your own words.
25 Give thanks for the creeds and confessions of our church that have helped us proclaim, teach and affirm our
Christian faith throughout the ages. Pray that when we recite the creeds during worship, we will reflect on our
membership in the body of Christ and on the truths central to our faith.
26 Ask God to help us walk in the newness of life and freedom from sin we have through our baptism into the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
27 Ask for the Spirit to guide the deliberation, dialogue and work of ELCA members, leaders and churchwide
staff as they draft a social message on government and civic engagement, to be presented to the ELCA Church
Council this year.
28 Pray that every person we encounter in daily life will glimpse the Spirit dwelling within us ― an infectious
spirit of kindness, justice, humility and love.

29 Give thanks for doctors, researchers and scientists throughout the world who have committed their lives to
treating, preventing and eliminating diseases and to sharing their discoveries with the world for the health and
well-being of all people.
30 There may be times when we feel God has forgotten us or is ignoring us. Pray that God will forgive us when
we are weak or doubtful, and ask the Spirit to restore our trust in God’s steadfast love and concern.

JULY
1 As this time of stress and uncertainty continues, pray that we will be persistent in our generous support for the
mission of the church: comforting and caring for our neighbors, responding to the global impact of the
pandemic, providing food and basic necessities for people in need, reaching out to the isolated and lonely, and
aiding organizations that work for the health, well-being and restoration of our communities.
2 Give thanks for God’s ever-present love and care, and for the message of the psalmist who proclaims, “God
is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”
3 Ask the Spirit to help us express our gratitude and concern for first responders, nurses, doctors and hospital
employees, and to show us how to serve as God’s hands and voice in caring for their spiritual, physical and
emotional needs.
4 Ask God to help us cherish and not abuse the blessings of freedom and liberty, work to change our society
where there is injustice and oppression, and accompany our global neighbors and companion churches striving
for freedom, justice and voice.
5 Give thanks that God’s love and truth are revealed to us through faith in Jesus Christ and that the Spirit is at
work inspiring and equipping us to share the good news, spread truth and invite others to believe.
6 Pray for wisdom and patience as we navigate how to gather as congregations and discern what is appropriate,
safe, caring and respectful of the ongoing concerns of our members, communities and nation.
7 We understand well Paul’s struggle between the inclinations of human nature and following the ways of God
and teachings of Jesus. Pray for forgiveness and strengthened faith when we are weak or make poor decisions;
pray that we will be guided and encouraged by the Spirit of God that dwells within us.
8 Thank God for our special relationship with the Episcopal Church, a full communion partner with the ELCA
since 1999. Pray for the church, its diverse ministries and its members and leaders, and pray that together we
will find mutual support, new partnerships and new resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our
neighbor.
9 Give thanks that “the Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord
is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.” Pray that our joy and thanksgiving will move us
to be witnesses to God’s presence, grace and mercy in the world for the sake of all people.
10 Pray for the 120 ELCA companion synods that connect our congregations with Lutherans and ministries
worldwide. Give thanks that together we participate in God’s mission, support each other, share our joys and
sorrow, and use our gifts and resources to respond to human needs and grow the church.
11 Remember in prayer refugees and immigrants throughout the world and at our borders who hope for and
seek welcoming, safe communities where they can reestablish their lives and raise their families. Pray that they
will have access to health services, food and resources to meet their daily needs during this time of heightened
vulnerability and isolation.

12 Pray that we will sow the seeds of the good news of Jesus Christ without bias or judgment as to how people
will receive it, and that we will trust the Spirit to accomplish what God intends through our witness and service
in the world.
13 Pause to reflect on the significance of the 50th anniversary of a Lutheran church choosing to ordain women
in the United States. Give thanks for the leadership, ministry and gifts of women who have served the church
throughout history and for those women who endured the hardships and work leading to the ordination of
women.
14 Pray for Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton, that God will sustain her faith and strength and guide her
leadership and decisions, particularly during this difficult and uncertain time in our church and society when we
are looking to her for guidance and vision.
15 Give praise to God, for God’s word is powerful, clear, true and trustworthy.

MEMBERS:
PRAYER REQUEST:
Kevin Lahr; Ginger Ward;
Shirley Hill; David Bartholomew; Mark
Bartholomew; John Brown; Leslie
Walter; Jane Ramer; Sherry Metzler; Betsy Smeltz; Scott
Yorty; Bob Hynick; Ronald Neitz; Ed Auman; Billy Lewis;
Beulah Reynolds; Kim Metzler; Marti Row; Marlyn Deihl.
HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS : Esther
Stamm; Teresa Meisinger; Doug Manning; Mary Rogers;
Connie Lahr; David Hauck; Millie Lennon Blyth; Elaine
Kohl; Eleanor Williamson; Bart Bartholomew; Frances
Brouse; Caroline Hoffman; Nickolas Chiarkas; Tina
Pontius; Shirley Gautsch: Nancy Hendricks; John
Hendricks; Peg Feaster; Dixie Wagner; William Wagner;
Elsie Mae Meehan; Sally Lewis; Arlet Hummel; Phyllis
Gordon; Mike Payne; Carol Diehl; Betty Yerg; Harold
Billman; Margaret Rantz; Joyce Shearer; Carol Wilks
Pray for our military
Colton Brouse; Logan Brouse; Kale Gallo; Wyatt Kohl,
Russell Haddon III

In Memory Of

Flora Fulmer
By
Barb Moyer
Joanne Cashman
Sharon Cashman

Daily Readings
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 25
June 26
June 27
June 28
June 29
June 30
July 1
July 2
July 3
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 7
July 8
July 9
July 10
July 11
July 12
July 13
July 14
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 18

Luke 22:14-20
1 John 5:1-13
1 Peter 1:17-25
Romans 13:1-8
Acts 3:11-21
Hebrews 11:1-15
Acts 1:6-9
Revelation 21:1-7
John 5:21-29
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Matthew 24:36-44
1 Corinthians 1:28-31
John 10:1-5, 27-30
Exodus 20:8-11
Romans 8:1-2
Genesis 7:11-16
2 Corinthians 5:3-7
John 20:30-31
Exodus 15:1-13
Hebrews 12:1-2
Jeremiah 29:10-14
Philippians 4:4-9
Joshua 4
Exodus 17:1-7
Isaiah 45:5-8
John 15:1-17
Daniel 3:1-18
Matthew 11:28-30
Colossians 4:2-5

Morning Prayer

Lectionary or another resource. The reading of scripture may be
followed by silence for reflection.The reflection may conclude
with these or similar words.

Opening
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, O God,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Praise to the blest and holy Trinity, one God,
who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.
[Alleluia.]
Psalmody
The psalmody may begin with Psalm 95:1-7a (below), Psalm
63, Psalm 95, Psalm 100, or another psalm appropriate for
morning. Psalms indicated in the Daily Lectionary may be used
instead of or in addition to the psalms mentioned here.
1Come, let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2Let us come before God's presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
5The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
6Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
7For the LORD | is our God,
and we are the people of God's pasture
and the sheep | of God's hand.
A time of silence follows.
Readings
One or more readings for each day may be selected from the
Daily

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors
in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.
Gospel Canticle
The song of Zechariah may be sung or said.
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your
people and set them free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of
your servant David.
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us
from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, to show
mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant.
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: to set us
free from the hands of our enemies, free to worship you without
fear, holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, to give God’s
people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high
shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of
peace.
Prayers
The following or another form of the prayers may be used.
A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn,
bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new.
Especially we thank you-for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing
and forgiveness . . .

for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
for the communion of faith in your church . . .
Other thanksgivings may be added.
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of
all your children, and bring about your peace for all in Christ
Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray-for those who govern nations of the world . . .
for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness
and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .
Other intercessions may be added.
The following prayer is especially appropriate for morning.
Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to
this new day. Preserve us with your mighty power,
that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity.
In all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.

Additional materials for daily prayer are available in Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (pp. 295-331) and may supplement this simple order.
Daily Lectionary readings may be found at ELCA.org/Lectionary or at
Evangelical Lutheran Worship pp. 1121-1153.
“Morning Prayer: A Simplified Form” is adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright
© 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Published by Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved.
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Sundays at St. John’s
8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
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Karla Leiby, Vicar
William J. Jacavage, Director of Music

