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Hello! And, an Introduction …
You will see an “extra” clergy collar
in your nave and chancel, and in your church
offices. Please let me greet you and get to know
you.
I am the new interim pastor to come alongside
your vicar for official pastoral acts of the
congregation, such as presiding weddings,
baptisms, and funerals. Your vicar and I will be
working together—along with each of you—
doing ministry at St. John’s Northumberland.
You will see me on Sundays and Wednesdays
and other needed days. To that, also, I will be
preaching and presiding the first Sunday of the
month. To all of this, our gracious God is
planning, molding, and making us all to
accomplish God’s mission in this community and in the world.
Everyone I have met at St. John’s is so friendly! And, you have a fine tradition of ministry and service
to the community. As we journey together, may we continue to have faith, trust, and hope in Christ.
A little more, then, to introduce myself. My husband, Dan, and I have five children between us—five
sons. We have eight grandchildren and two more to be born in November. Wow—that makes ten!
We live outside of East Waterford. My hobbies are reading, music, our cats and chickens, and
vegetable gardening.
I am excited to be with you, and look forward to what God will be doing in our midst. And, so, let us
pray: Good and gracious God, continue to lead and guide the congregation of St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church Northumberland, in your most beneficial ways. Lead us in order that we might
glorify and serve you as you call us, by and through the power of your Holy Spirit. In Christ’s name,
we pray. Amen.
With Hope & Confidence in Christ,

Pastor Jerri +
Rev. Jerri Carlin

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ” (1Cor 1:3)!
As we continue our journey through the season of Pentecost, we
explore our mission statement at St. John’s and how we are living
out God’s mission in our community and the world. Our mission
statement professes that we strive to be a light in our community,
to make Christ known to all through nourishing, serving, and Faith.
As we explore the scriptures in Matthew in the month of August,
we look at them in light of our mission statement. Where does it align? Where does it not? And how
are we living out that mission statement in our community and in the world.
We heard the story of Jesus feeding more than 5,000 people with just 2 fish and 5 loaves of bread,
but additionally, he healed them, taught them, and prayed with them. He nourished them! He turned
next to nothing into more than enough. At St. John’s we too turn next to nothing into more than
enough when we share what we have with our community, feeding them physically through out
mission programs and spiritually through worship, youth education, and social ministries.
We explored faith as we heard the story of Jesus walking on water and Peter trying to follow along, a
story of faith and the true identity of Jesus as God’s son. We too get caught up in our own fears and
doubts, letting the things of this world distract us from what really matters, our faith. But when we are
confident in that faith, we go out into the world and share that faith with others in what we say, what
we do, and how we act, witnessing to God’s Son!
This week we explored how we make Christ known to all people we meet, regardless of their culture,
race, gender, ethnicity or anything else. This comes from the story of Jesus and the Canaanite
women who persisted after Jesus that she and her daughter too deserved the “crumbs from the
table.” Jesus relents, says “Woman, great is your faith” and her daughter is healed! How can we be a
truly welcoming congregation?
In the coming weeks, we will continue to explore how the foundation of the church has been build on
the profession of Jesus Christ as Lord with Peter as it’s rock. This forms the basis of our call to
mission in the world to be a light like Christ, to serve others as Christ serves us, and to maintain the
faith like Peter. We will then wrap up this series as we explore what it means when Jesus says
“those who lose their life will find it.” And what it means for us to live into our mission statement and
be apart of God’s mission for the world.
We have continued to be the church even during these months of separation, but starting August 30,
2020, we will be returning to in-person worship with one service at 9am in the sanctuary (see details
later in the newsletter). We will also continue to provide worship services on the facebook page and
our website which will be a live stream of our in person worship. I am very excited to have our
community worshiping together again!
May the grace of God, the love of Christ Jesus, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
God’s Peace,

Karla
Vicar Karla S. Leiby
Cell (570) 854-3919

Return to in person Worship

Sunday, August 30, 2020
9am in Sanctuary









Masks are required
Enter/exit only through front doors
Sign in and use hand sanitizer
Bulletins only, no hymnals
One element communion with wafer
Social distancing, look for marked pews
Music, with no singing
Encourage online or mail in giving, but
box will be available for contributions at
back of sanctuary.

September’s
Monthly Pink
Envelope
The monthly pink envelope for
September is designated for
Evangelical Hospital Hospice. Per
safety guidelines, pink envelopes
are not in the pews at this time.
Place donations in an envelope and
earmark for Monthly Pink
Envelope – September. Thank
you for your cooperation.

Preschool Begins
St. John’s Preschool will begin on Wednesday, August 26. At this time,
we will only be having the 4 yr. old class on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
The class is still open for new students, so if you know of any child looking for
a preschool for this year, have them check out ours. The Tuesday/Thursday
3 yr. old class is currently in a waiting list mode until more students would
sign up to be able to open the class. The Board has been diligent in working
on safety and compliance with regulations during this unusual time.
Monetary donations would be greatly appreciate to help offset preschool expenses. Any checks
should be made payable to St. Johns Lutheran Church, in the memo line indicate – Preschool.

Christmas At Sea
Maritime transport depends on the 2 million seafarers who
operate the world’s merchant ships which carry about 90%
of global trade, including most of the world’s food, energy
and medical supplies. Due to COVID related travel restrictions,
more than 200,000 seafarers have been stuck at sea. Unable
to disembark, the maximum sea time stipulated in international
conventions is being ignored, with some seafarers working unrelieved up to 15 months.
Others are stranded in NYC with no home to go to and no assignment because of the
disruptions. The Seafarer International House is helping to address these issues.
We can also do our part. St. John’s WELCA is inviting you to participate in the Christmas At
Sea Program. Bring joy to seafarers who will not be home with their families for Christmas.
Take a plastic satchel bag (or more), pick the size you will be purchasing, M, L or XL. Bags
can be picked up at the church office to take and fill or bring in your items to fill here.
1 sweatshirt – hooded or unhooded
3 pairs of socks – thermal or white gym
1 t-shirt
1 knitted winter cap (matching scarf optional)
1 can of nuts or large bar of chocolate
A Holiday or Christmas Card from YOU!
No substitutions from the list – the Christmas-at-Sea satchels are to be comparable for
each member of the crew. Please assemble the satchel with sweatshirts and t-shirts of
the same size and label the satchel with a M, L, or XL and return to the church no later
than October 31st in order to be shipped to the Seafarers International House in New
York.

Luther’s Lending Library
Luther’s Lending Library is up and running. Come
check it out! There are a variety of authors, such as
James Patterson, Nora Roberts, Beverly Lewis and
more. In addition there are several devotional and
self help books.
This month’s feature book – “Sweet Tea and Jesus
Shoes”. A poignant, humerous collection of nostalgic
tales of southern living.
We are always willing to take your read books to add
to our collection to share.

Thank You
Thank you to Trudy Baker, Sharon
Fleming and Don Steele for recently
auditing the church’s 2019 financial
records. We appreciate you giving of
your time and sharing your talents to
do this very important job.

Thank You
Many thanks to Shirley Wolfe and Judy
Hackenberg for sharing their time and talents
making masks for our preschool students this
year.

CHECK WRITING
Whenever writing a check to
support a ministry at St. John’s
such as Kate’s Kupboard, the
Preschool, Missionary Brian
Palmer, the pink envelopes, etc.
please always make the check
payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and on the
memo line indicate where the money should be
directed. Thank you for your help.

MEMBERS: Brian Cunningham
PRAYER REQUEST: Karen Yerg
Kelley; Kelly Buchannan; Keith
Rogers; Jeff Long; Terri Lewis;
Judy Michael; Ginger Ward;
Shirley Hill; David Bartholomew;
John Brown; Leslie Walter; Jane Ramer; Sherry
Metzler; Betsy Smeltz; Scott Yorty; Bob Hynick; Ronald
Neitz; Ed Auman; Billy Lewis; Beulah Reynolds; Kim
Metzler; Marti Row; Marlyn Deihl.
HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS : Esther
Stamm; Teresa Meisinger; Doug Manning; Mary
Rogers; Connie Lahr; David Hauck; Millie Lennon
Blyth; Elaine Kohl; Eleanor Williamson; Bart
Bartholomew; Frances Brouse; Caroline Hoffman;
Nickolas Chiarkas; Tina Pontius; Shirley Gautsch:
Nancy Hendricks; John Hendricks; Peg Feaster; Dixie
Wagner; William Wagner; Elsie Mae Meehan; Sally
Lewis; Arlet Hummel; Phyllis Gordon; Mike Payne;
Carol Diehl; Betty Yerg; Harold Billman; Margaret
Rantz; Joyce Shearer; Carol Wilks
Pray for our military
Colton Brouse; Logan Brouse; Kale Gallo; Wyatt Kohl,
Russell Haddon III

Daily Readings
August 22
August 23
August 24
August 25
August 26
August 27
August 28
August 29
August 30
August 31
September 1
September 2
September 3
September 4
September 5
September 6
September 7
September 8
September 9
September 10
September 11
September 12
September 13
September 14
September 15
September 16
September 17
September 18
September 19
September 20
September 21

Galatians 4:3-7
Romans 6:1-11
John 5:24
1 John 5:13-15
1 John 2:1-6
1 Peter 1:22-25
Romans 5:1-2
Romans 8:26-27
Luke 15:1-7
Matthew 6:19-21
Isaiah 53
2 Corinthians
11:16-33
2 Corinthians
5:16-21
Hebrews 12:1-3
Ephesians 2:1-10
1 Peter 1:3-9
Romans 3:21-28
1 John 2:1-6
Isaiah 55:1-5
Galatians 3:23-29
Acts 4:13-22
Matthew 25:31-40
Revelation 7:9-14
John 19:28-30
Revelation 21:1-8
1 Corinthians
1:26-31
Genesis 1:3-26
John 15:12-17
Revelation 19:11-16
Isaiah 61:10-11
Matthew 6:25-34

Thank You

THANK YOU
A big thank you to the S. Luther Savidge Charitable
Foundation for their recent donation of $9,400.00 to
Kate’s Kupboard. This donation is greatly
appreciated and very helpful as Kate’s Kupboard is
operating month by month with a goal to remain
open as long as possible to help those in need. This
Trust has been a supporter of Kate’s Kupboard from
the very beginning. The committee recognizes the
need that exists in the community and what is being
done by Kate’s Kupboard to help those in need.

Thank you to the H. Blanche Savidge Community
Trust for their recent donation of $37,201.80 to St.
John’s. The money is being used for these council
approved projects: Restoration of the church bell,
renovations to the Scout Hall bathroom, painting
the Adult Sunday School area and exterior work
to the church. The generosity of this Trust is
greatly appreciated as we continue to make
improvements to our church. Without this financial
support these projects could not be completed.

ACTUAL

BUDGET

July Income
Year to Date Income

8,621.68
82,149.38

17,126.16
135,043.12

July Expenses
Year to Date Expenses

6,187.65
83,455.77

15,846.67
137,182.19

Income Less Expense – July
Year to Date

2,434.03
-1,306.39

NEWS FROM KATE’S KUPBOARD
On July 18th Kate’s Kupboard was open for the monthly give away. Once again our
recipients were able to get products without entering the building. Our volunteers had gloves
and masks to keep them safe. As you know our funds are running low and we are going on a
month by month basis with our goal being able to remain open as long as possible to help
those in need.
115 People came to our doors and we helped 362 people; at the Baby Station we helped 34
babies and 2 adults
The cost for this giveaway was:
Household items: $ 229.00
Groceries:
$2,449.50
Baby station:
$ 408.25
Adult Products:
$ 27.95
TOTAL:
$3,114.70
Thank you to ALL the volunteers who helped with this Kate’s Kupboard in any way.
In each grocery bag we were able to include bread donated by Bimbo Bakery!
In addition to the numbers shown above, between our June and July giveaways we helped
52 people by handing out 83 bags of groceries, 33 bottles of laundry detergent and other
cleaning supplies. We also helped 6 babies and 3 adults.

September 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
AA

6
Worship

7 LABOR DAY
Office Closed
9:00 a.m.

13
Worship

14
9:00 a.m.

20
Worship

9:00 a.m.

27
Worship

9:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

3

15

16

17

Messenger Folding
9:00 a.m.

Al anon

7:00 p.m.

23

24
Al anon

7:00 p.m.

30

OCTOBER 1

7:00 p.m.

22
7:00 p.m.

29

Cub Scouts 7:00 p.m. AA

7:00 p.m.

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

18

19

Worship & Music
7:00 p.m.
Al anon
7:00 p.m.
10

Cub Scouts 7:00 p.m. AA
WELCA
7:00 p.m.
28

2

Thursday

8
9
Blood Drive –
Council Meeting
Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m.
1-6:00 p.m.
Finance 7:00 p.m.
AA
7:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts 7:00 p.m. AA

21

Wednesday

Messenger deadline
2:30 p.m.
Social Ministry
Al anon
7:00 p.m.

Worship & Music
7:00 p.m.
Al anon
7:00 p.m.

Kate’s Kupboard
9-11:00 a.m.
25

26

2

3
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Address Label

Sundays at St. John’s
9:00 a.m. Worship Service in Sanctuary

Church Office Hours

Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Fri 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Reverend Jerri Carlin
Karla Leiby, Vicar
William J. Jacavage, Director of Music

