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“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ” (1Cor 1:3)!
As we continue our journey through the season of
Pentecost, we consider what it means to live in God’s hands,
what it means to be church, and how that impacts the world
we live in.
Over the past weeks we have explored what it means
to be a disciple of Jesus, and how to place our full trust and
faith in the hands of God. It is now time to explore and dig
deeper into who we are as church in the middle of
northeastern Pennsylvania and what it is that God is calling
Let your light shine before
us to be and do. These last months have changed us, the
others!
church, and the world around us. God calls us to be a light
in our community. But what kind of light does our community
(Matt. 5:16)
need right now and how can we be that light? We will be exploring scripture over the coming weeks
to build a foundation on which we can consider how we respond to that question.
As we continue to prepare to return to in person worship, the Safety Committee is working on a
detailed plan that will hopefully keep everyone safe. As you already know the PA Governor has put in
place mandatory masking and St. John’s will abide by that requirement. When we return to in person
worship beginning the first week in August, everyone will be required to wear a mask in the proper
way (not on your neck or chin) and there will be some available if you forget your mask or do not have
one. We continue to monitor the Coronavirus in our area and make decisions based on that.
Additionally, we will have everyone sign in when they arrive to worship and provide a contact phone
number where you can be reached. This is to ensure that in the event we are made aware of
someone who has contracted the virus and been with us in worship, we can quickly know who was
present and notify each one. There is a more specific outline of the plan to return to in person
worship outlined in the newsletter.
We continue to be church together even when we worship from separate locations. We will
continue with daily devotional reflections and inspiring music on our Facebook page. And weekly
worship services can be accessed either on the Facebook page at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church and on our website http://www.stjohnslutherannorry.org . Because we know that not
everyone has access to online worship, included in today’s messenger is a copy of the Morning
Prayer service and daily prayer suggestions from the ELCA that can be used at home.
I wish to thank the congregation and council for their support during my recent time in Montana
that allowed me to be with my new granddaughter. It is such a blessing to have spent this time with
my family and our new little one!
May the grace of God, the love of Christ Jesus, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
God’s Peace,

Karla
Vicar Karla S. Leiby
Cell (570) 854-3919

Hadley Adalyne Leiby
July 2, 2020 1:15pm
6 lbs. 11 oz. 20 inches
Missoula, Montana
Parents: Tyffani and David Leiby
Grandparents:
Karla and Matthew Leiby
Tina Concini

Community Aid Thrift Store and Donation Center – Protecting
the Gifts We’re Given
Excerpts from a letter received
 The pandemic has impacted so many, further underscoring that we all have much work to do
to benefit our communities. For nearly two month, Community Aid was unable to create
funding for our partners resulting from the mass closing experienced across the state. Now
that all six of our Community Aid retail stores have opened and are operational, our next
challenge is one that I must turn to you for help.
 Our collection bin network has been stressed unlike ever before. Donations across the area
have reached exceptional levels. While our cadence of bin collections has remained
consistent, we frequently find donation bins across our communities overflowing.
 When left outside of the bin, donations go from gracious donations to wasted gifts the
moment they are impacted by wet weather.
 We want to be good stewards of the gifts we are given, but now find ourselves throwing away
these damaged items. We would much rather turn our trash bill payment into additional funds
to support your programs.
 Each dollar Community Aid spends on garbage is unforgivably wasted. With your
assistance, we will be able to put those dollars where they belong: in the care of your
organization.
Steve Sullivan
Chief Executive Officer
On a side note –
 St. John’s receives a quarterly monetary donation from Community Aid.
 Once each year, as a partner with Community Aid, St. John’s is able to apply for a grant of up
to $5000 for our programs.
Please help do your part – Keep your donations safe
If the bin is full or an item is too big to fit – please take the donation to the Community Aid
Donation Center located on Route 11 & !5, Selinsgrove (next to Plaza House Furniture) Donation
doors are open Monday – Saturday 9 AM – 6 PM Mention our organization – St. John’s
Lutheran Church, Northumberland and we will still be able to receive credit for your donation.

Thank you for your cooperation

40 Days of Lent “Thank you”
Once again St. John’s congregation stepped up to the plate with their donations of an
abundance of non-perishable and personal items. Mid-June, Peggy Campbell, Owen White,
and Karen Smeltz were able to go in to box and bag all the items. We delivered everything to
Haven Ministries – where the residents helped unload and was so appreciative!! Thank you so
much!
Many blessings to all!
Continue to stay safe out there!
Social Ministries

LUTHER’S LIBRARY
Do you enjoy reading? Have books laying around the
house? Would you like to share them with others?
St. John’s is starting a new book sharing ministry. You may
donate books that you have read to our church library. Need
a new book to read, come check us out.
Books can be dropped off at the church office. You can stop by the library any time
during normal office hours to sign out a book.

All around are needs
to meet~
Be God’s heart,
hands and feet.

Thank you for all of the cards
and well wishes I received for
my birthday. It was such a
nice surprise and very much
appreciated.

June Diehl

MEMBERS:
PRAYER REQUEST: Judy
Michael; Kevin Lahr; Ginger
Ward; Shirley Hill; David
Bartholomew; John Brown; Leslie
Walter; Jane Ramer; Sherry Metzler; Betsy Smeltz;
Scott Yorty; Bob Hynick; Ronald Neitz; Ed Auman; Billy
Lewis; Beulah Reynolds; Kim Metzler; Marti Row;
Marlyn Deihl.
HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS : Esther
Stamm; Teresa Meisinger; Doug Manning; Mary
Rogers; Connie Lahr; David Hauck; Millie Lennon
Blyth; Elaine Kohl; Eleanor Williamson; Bart
Bartholomew; Frances Brouse; Caroline Hoffman;
Nickolas Chiarkas; Tina Pontius; Shirley Gautsch:
Nancy Hendricks; John Hendricks; Peg Feaster; Dixie
Wagner; William Wagner; Elsie Mae Meehan; Sally
Lewis; Arlet Hummel; Phyllis Gordon; Mike Payne;
Carol Diehl; Betty Yerg; Harold Billman; Margaret
Rantz; Joyce Shearer; Carol Wilks
Pray for our military
Colton Brouse; Logan Brouse; Kale Gallo; Wyatt Kohl,
Russell Haddon III

In Memory Of
The Heim Family –
Connie, Len, Kenny &
Aunt Dot Sassaman
By
Debra Heim

Daily Readings
July 13
July 14
July 15
July 16
July 17
July 18
July 19
July 20
July 21
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 25
July 26
July 27
July 28
July 29
July 30
July 31
August 1
August 2
August 3
August 4
August 5
August 6
August 7
August 8
August 9
August 10
August 11
August 12
August 13
August 14
August 15
August 16
August 17
August 18
August 19
August 20
August 21
August 22

Exodus 17:1-7
Isaiah 45:5-8
John 15:1-17
Daniel 3:1-18
Matthew 11:28-30
Colossians 4:2-5
Genesis 2:7-17
1 Kings 19:1-8
Genesis 50:15-21
John 20:1-18
Isaiah 44:6-8
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Mark 10:35-45
Micah 7:18-20
1 Corinthians 1:18-21
Hebrews 4:12-13
Isaiah 61:10
Romans 6:1-14
2 Corinthians 11:16-28
Luke 18:15-17
Genesis 4:1-16
Genesis 9:8-23
Luke 24:36-48
1 Corinthians 15:42-49
Luke 22:39-46
Mark 8:34-38
Ecclesiastes 1:1-4
Joel 1:1-6; 3:17-21
Jonah 1:1-3; 4:11
Luke 15:3-7
Colossians 1:15-20
Luke 2:22-33
1 Peter 1:3-9
Ephesians 2:4-10
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Romans 8:18-25
Hebrews 1:1-4
Matthew 23:23-24
Colossians 3:16-17
Romans 8:31-39
Galatians 4:3-7

June Income:
Y-T-D Income

ACTUAL
13,921.78
73,527.70

BUDGET
17,126.16
118,916.96

June Expenses:
Y-T-D

11,276.26
77,268.12

17,894.92
121,335.52

Income Less Expense: June
Y-T-D

+2645.52
-3742.42

THANK YOU
Thank you to River Run Foods for
your recent donation of 458 jars of
pasta sauce to Kate’s Kupboard.
This donation is a big financial
savings for Kate’s Kupboard.
Because of your generosity we will
be able to help many people in our
area who are in need.

THANK YOU
Thank you to the Northumberland, Point Township Kiwanis Club for their recent
donation of $50. Since Kiwanis is focused on improving the lives of children they
requested that this donation be used towards the children and youth programs of our
church. The money has been deposited into the Youth Account and will be used for
future activities of our youth.

NEWS FROM KATE’S KUPBOARD
On June 20th Kate’s Kupboard was open for the monthly give away. Once again our recipients
were able to get products without entering the building. Our volunteers had gloves and masks to
keep them safe. We are thankful we can continue to help people during this great time of need.
In addition to the people we helped on the 20th (which is reflected in the numbers below) we
helped 2 families between our May and June giveaways.
We gave away the following items: 113 Bottles of Laundry Detergent; 116 Rolls of Paper
Towels (and 1 package of toilet paper); 226 Bags of Groceries. 113 People came to our doors
and we helped 381 people
At the Baby Station we gave away: 2,280 Diapers; 135 Packs of Baby Wipes; 85 Other
Assorted Baby Items. We helped 52 babies and 2 adults
The cost for this giveaway was:
Household items: $ 230.00
Groceries:
$ 2,180.90
Baby station:
$ 594.10
Adult Products:
$ 32.95
TOTAL:
$ 3,037.95
Thank you to ALL the volunteers who helped with this Kate’s Kupboard in any way.
In each grocery bag we were able to include bread donated by Bimbo Bakery!
We appreciate the continued support of our members plus some memorials for Flora Fulmer that
were earmarked for Kate’s Kupboard. As our funds continue to dwindle we pray that we can stay
open the remainder of 2020 to help those in need.

KATE’S KUPBOARD UPDATE
In 2020 individuals, churches and businesses have been negatively impacted by the Coronavirus.
Kate’s Kupboard has also been negatively impacted. Although our numbers did not increase as we
anticipated, we were impacted in three areas.
1. Our cleaning, personal care and baby items (with the exception of diapers) were
purchased at the Dollar Tree. The last time we were able to get any products there was in
March. The manager at the Shamokin Dam Dollar General came to our rescue going
above and beyond what a store manager should do. However, not all items were a dollar.
2. As your family’s grocery bills have increased, Kate’s Kupboard’s grocery bills have also
increased.
3. Securing funding has been extremely difficult. We were notified by Community Aid that
because of the virus they would not be giving any grants in 2020. (last year we received
$5,000). Lou VanGilder has submitted numerous grant applications and had a
conversation with someone from the Food Bank but to date there has been no response.
We are grateful for the support we have received this year from the S. Luther Savidge Charitable
Trust, the Roy H. Moyer Jr. & Carol J. Moyer Trust, members, non-members and others. We pray
for their continued support. As of June 30th we are ($122.21) short to pay our June, July and
August food bills, therefore we will not be ordering any more supplies or food. We are broke.
If we want to continue ordering food we would need approximately $5,000 per food order. To
continue handing out household and baby items we would need about $400 per month. Until we
receive funds we will not be placing orders and if we cannot place orders we will need to close our
doors. We desperately need help!
Most likely we will need to phase out our household items and baby station but we hope to
continue giving out food as long as possible. Unless our numbers sky rocket we should be able to
give out food in July, August and September. We will continue to search for funding and any
donations we receive will be used to purchase food. If you know of any sources of funding that
might be available to Kate’s Kupboard please notify Lou VanGilder (570-452-2194).
Closing this ministry would be a hardship to so many people who have already been negatively
impacted.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

August 2020
3

2
Worship Service

Worship Service

10

17

24

23
Worship Service

30
Worship Service

31
9:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Messenger folding

26
7:00 p.m.

September 1
AA

Council Meeting

19
7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

.

6
Alanon

12

25
AA

9:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

18
AA

9:00 a.m.

5

11

9:00 a.m. Finance Committee 7:00 p.m. AA
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Morning Prayer
Opening
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, O God, that we may rejoice and be glad all our
days. Praise to the blest and holy Trinity, one God, who gives us life, salvation, and
resurrection.
Alleluia.
Psalmody
The psalmody may begin with Psalm 95:1-7a (below), Psalm 63, Psalm 95,
Psalm 100, or another psalm appropriate for morning. Psalms indicated in
the Daily Lectionary may be used instead of or in addition to the psalms
mentioned here.
1Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 2Let us come
before God's presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 3For you,
LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours. 5The sea is yours, or you made it, and your hands have
molded the dry land. 6Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
7For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God's pasture and the sheep of God's hand.
.
Readings
One or more readings for each day may be selected from the Daily
Lectionary or another resource. The reading of scripture may be followed by
silence for reflection.The reflection may conclude with these or similar words.
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these
last days God has spoken to us by the Son.
Gospel Canticle
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and set them free. You have
raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of your servant David. Through your holy
prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, to
show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant. This was the oath you swore to
our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies, free to worship you without fear,
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. And you, child, shall be called the prophet of
the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, to give God’s people knowledge of
salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high
shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide
our feet into the way of peace.
Prayers
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who
makes every day new. Especially we thank you-- for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .for
the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .for the gifts of relationship with
others . . . for the communion of faith in your church . . .

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. Especially we pray-- for those who govern nations of the
world . . . for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . for all who work for peace and
international harmony . . .for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
for the church of Jesus Christ in every land .
Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve us.
Amen.
Additional materials for daily prayer are available in Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (pp. 295-331) and may supplement this simple order.
Daily Lectionary readings may be found at ELCA.org/Lectionary or at
Evangelical Lutheran Worship pp. 1121-1153.
“Morning Prayer: A Simplified Form” is adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright
© 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Published by Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Permission is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that
this copyright notice is included.

PRAYER VENTURES FOR JULY 15-31
15 Give praise to God, for God’s word is powerful, clear, true and trustworthy.
16 Pray for businesses that are struggling or reopening or have shut down, and for their owners, their
employees and all the other people and businesses they impact. Ask God to help them make
decisions and implement new health precautions that take into consideration the well-being and
needs of their employees, the people they serve and their community.
17 Pray for voting members of the Western North Dakota Synod gathered for a special meeting and
elections, and for members throughout the synod who will participate through livestreaming. Ask that
the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders, proclaiming the gospel,
growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an ever-changing world.
18 Give thanks that God’s word is a light to our path throughout life that guides us in our baptismal
journey, fills us with hope and joy, and illuminates truth and justice.

19 It is a painful, nagging reality that there are both good and evil in the world. Pray that the Spirit will
renew our faith, trust and patience that God’s righteousness, judgment and mercy will reign when the
end of time comes.
20 Give thanks for rostered ministers in our church who are active in call, on leave from call, awaiting
call or retired. Praise God for their faith, gifts, caring leadership, example and sacrifices in response
to God’s call to a life of ministry and service.
21 We are church together, many members of the one body of Christ. Pray that the Spirit will unite us
in our commitment to condemn sexism, anti-Semitism, white supremacy and racism against
indigenous people and people of color, whenever and wherever these sins occur.
22 Pray that, like God, we might be “merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness.”
23 Pray for our ELCA colleges, universities and seminaries and their faculties, staff and students as
they work to adapt to and overcome the disruptions and difficulties posed by the COVID-19
pandemic. Pray that faculty and staff will find effective ways of caring for students, continuing
educational experiences both in person and from a distance, enriching faith and helping students
discern and prepare for their vocations.
24 Pray that we will be filled with and led by the Spirit so that our actions, words and faith reveal who
we are ― children of God, followers of Christ.
25 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the South Carolina
Synod Assembly, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in choosing leaders,
proclaiming the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in an everchanging world.
26 How do you envision and understand the kingdom of heaven? Pray that we might stay well-rooted
in Scripture and the teachings of Christ to better understand the kingdom of heaven, and to be
cautious in embracing cultural myths, traditions handed down and false promises about the kingdom
of God.
27 Pray that we will continue turning to and prayerfully studying Scripture ― individually and together.
Pray that doing so will strengthen and deepen our faith, comfort and encourage us, guide us in loving
our neighbor, and be a source of joy and thanksgiving.
28 What gives you cause for happiness and hope these days? Give thanks and praise to God for
desiring joy, healing, renewed life and freedom for us and all humanity.
29 Praise God for the joy and reassurance of knowing that there is nothing ― absolutely nothing ―
that can separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ.
30 Give thanks for the special gifts, skills and minds of scientists, researchers and explorers who
strive to better understand creation, improve the human condition, solve complex problems that
cause us suffering, and restore and steward creation with a long view of sustaining future
generations. Pray that they will make wise, responsible and just use of their research and discoveries
for the well-being of all people and our planet.
31 Lift up in prayer our neighbors who are unemployed or underemployed and seek safe, meaningful
work that will help them develop self-sufficiency and confidence and meet the needs of the people for
whom they provide care, assistance and support.
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