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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Good morning and welcome to this service of worship on the Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost.   My name is Paul Schumacher and I am the interim priest-in-charge during this time 
of transition, here at the Church of The Advent.   
Now, we invite you to come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses and your 
fears.  Come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, along 
with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  For God loves us all and 
all are welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another as I have loved you”. 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 500 “Sister Let Me Be Your Servant”  
                             (Richard Gillard© 1977 Scripture in Song – div. of Integrity Music Inc.)  

 
Sister, let me be your servant,  
let me as Christ to you; 

 Pray that I may have the grace 
 To let you be my servant too. 
 
 We are pilgrims on a journey, 
 Fellow travellers on the road; 
 We are here to help each other 
 Walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
 I will hold the Christ-light for you 
 In the night-time of your fear; 
 I will hold my hand out to you; 
 Speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
 I will weep when you are weeping; 
 When you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 
 I will share your joy and sorrow 
 Till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
  



When we sing to God in heaven, 
 We shall find such harmony, 
 Born of all we’ve known together 
 Of Christ’s love and agony. 
 
 Brother, let me be your servant, 
 Let me be as Christ to you; 
 Pray that I may have the grace to 
 Let you be my servant too. 
 
Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (From the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Lord God, you are the foundation of forgiveness. Turn our hearts from hatred into hearts that 
love and adore you, so that we may delight in doing your will and sharing the gift of service to 
all people, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:   
Almighty God,  
you call your Church to witness that in Christ we are reconciled to you. 
Help us so to proclaim the good news of your love, 
That all who hear it may turn to you; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Song: CP 460  “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  
             Graham Kendrick (© 1987 Make Way Music Ltd.) 

 
 Lord, the light of your love is shining,  
 in the midst of the darkness shining; 
 Jesus, light of the world, shining on us; 
 Set us free by the truth you now bring us,  
 shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Refrain:  
 Shine, Jesus, shine; fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
 Blaze, Spirit, blaze: set our hearts on fire.  
 Flow, river, flow: flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
 Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 
 Lord, I come to your awesome presence,  
 From the shadows into your radiance;  
 by the blood I may enter your brightness; 
 search me, try me, consume all my darkness,  
 shine on me, shine on me.    

 
(Refrain) 

  
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

 So our faces display your likeness; 
 Ever-changing from glory to glory,  
 Mirrored here may our lives tell your story, 
 Shine on me, shine on me.  
 

(Refrain) 
 
Psalm: 103:1-7 (BAS Pg. 841)                                                                                           Linda Van Sickle    
 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
and forget not all his benefits. 
 
3 He forgives all your sins * 
and heals all your infirmities; 
 
4 He redeems your life from the grave * 
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 



5 He satisfies you with good things, * 
and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
 
6 The Lord executes righteousness * 
and judgement for all who are oppressed. 
 
7 He made his ways known to Moses * 
and his works to the children of Israel. 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 14:1-12                                                                                     Mary Wills   
 
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over 
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat 
must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those 
who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? 
It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be 
fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For 
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For it is written, 
‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ 
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: G 800 “The Peace of the Earth”  
                                 (Traditional Guatemalan translated by Christine Carson © 1998, GIA Publications Inc.) 

 
The peace of the earth be with you, 

 The peace of the heavens, too. 
 The peace of the rivers be with you, 
 The peace of the oceans, too: 



 Deep peace falling over you, 
God’s peace growing in you. 
Deep peace falling over you, 
God’s peace growing in you. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 18: 21-35                                                                                             Linda Van Sickle    
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times. 

‘For this reason, the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on 
his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all 
that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, 
as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should 
pay his entire debt. So, my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                              Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  



He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD  

 
God is the One who makes us, loves us, and sustains us. God is the One who makes, loves, and 
sustains the world.  Let us offer ourselves and our world to God in prayer.  
 
Gracious God,  we pray for the faithful all over the world, that all who love you may be united in 
your service.  We pray for the church. We pray for the Anglican Church of South America  The 
Most Revd Gregory James Venables; We pray for  Ansley, our diocesan administrator,  Barry our 
executive officer, for the Congregation of S. Peter, Campbell River & S. Saviour by-the-Sea, 
Cortes Island. And we pray for the Territory of the People Anglican Church - Bishop-elect Lincoln 
McKoen. 

 
God, hear our prayer.     And in your love, answer. 

 
We pray for the peoples and leaders of the nations, that they may be reconciled one to another 
in pursuit of your justice and peace.   We pray for the world . . . .  

God, hear our prayer.    And in your love, answer. 
 
We pray for all who suffer from prejudice, greed or violence,  that the heart of humanity may 
warm with your tenderness.  We pray especially for all prisoners of politics or religion,  and for 
all refugees.   We pray for all who are oppressed . . . .  

God, hear our prayer.   And in your love, answer. 
 
We pray for all in need by reason of famine, flood or earthquake, that they may know the hope 
of your faithfulness through the help of others.   

God, hear our prayer.   And in your love, answer. 
 
We pray for the land, the sea, and the sky,  that we may live with respect in creation and use 
your gifts with reverence.  We pray for the earth . . . . 

God, hear our prayer.   And in your love, answer. 
 
We pray for all who suffer the pain of sickness, loneliness, fear or loss, that those whose names 
are in our hearts, in the hearts of others, or known to you alone, may receive strength and 
courage.  We pray for those in need, we pray for those who have asked us to pray for them. For  
Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Maureen, Melissa and we pray for the Regional chaplaincies 
in Hospital (Peter Shurvin). 
 

God, hear our prayer.   And in your love, answer. 



 
God of compassion, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners and 
invites them to share in his forgiveness.   Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 
May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 



 
Commissioning Hymn: “I’ve Got Peace”  
                                                    (Arrangement ©2017 Hope Publishing Co.) 

  
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 
 
I’ve got love like an ocean 
I’ve got love like an ocean 
I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 
I’ve got love like an ocean 
I’ve got love like an ocean 
I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 
 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now am found 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 
 
I’ve got joy like a fountain 
I’ve got joy like a fountain 
I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. 
I’ve got joy like a fountain 
I’ve got joy like a fountain 
I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. 
 
In my soul.  I’ve got peace like a river in my soul.  My soul. 
 

Commissioning: God of all, with wonderful diversity of languages and cultures you created all 
people in your image.  Free us from prejudice and fear, that we may see your face in the faces of 
people around the world; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Anglican Church of South America. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, & Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 

For Parish of S. Peter, Campbell River & S. Saviour by-the-Sea, Cortes Island.  
For the Territory of the People Anglican Church. 

In the Selkirk Region for Regional Chaplaincies in hospital. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Alice, Carol Ann,  

Joan, Maureen, Cat & her family. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  

 


