
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Pastor Carole 
 
Now Thank We All Our God: A Call to 

Thanksgiving 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and 
voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world 
rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our 
way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
As I anticipate Thanksgiving 2020 I can feel a dreadful 
funk approaching.  Last year we celebrated 
Thanksgiving with a large extended family.  We went 
to church Thanksgiving eve. Two choirs sang and 
following the service there was a huge pie social with 
every kind of pie you can imagine.  On Thanksgiving 
Day itself I taught two Chinese women how to roast a 
turkey.  Everyone cooked their specialty item. There 
was music and playing with the children. I love 
Thanksgiving.  I know many of you have delightful 
memories of Thanksgivings past too.  Thanksgiving 
2020 is going to be a different animal altogether.  
 
When everything is going great we give thanks to one 
another and to God.  But we don’t think of giving 
thanks when things are going really bad. This week I 
was reminded of the traditional hymn Now Thank We 
All Our God. This classic Thanksgiving hymn was 
written in the worst of times.  Martin Rinkart, a 
Lutheran minister at the beginning of the 30 year’s 
war wrote the words.  The Thirty Years’ War was a 
17th-century religious conflict fought primarily in 
central Europe. It remains one of the longest and most 
brutal wars in human history, with more than 8 
million casualties resulting from military battles as 
well as from the famine and disease caused by the 
conflict. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rinkart lived in the walled city of Eilenburg which 
was a safe haven for political and military 
fugitives.  It was overcrowded and the scene of 
famine and disease.  Armies overran it three times.  
Rinkart took in victims of the violence even though 
he couldn’t feed his own family.  During the 
plague of 1637 Rinkart was the only surviving 
pastor in the city.  He conducted as many as 50 
funerals a day.  He performed more than 4000 in 
that year including that of his wife.  It was in this 
dismal environment that he wrote the words that 
became a popular table prayer. 

 
Bad times are not a competition.  Sometimes we 
think that our personal funk is unimportant when 
compared to someone else’s situation.  Yet God 
cares for each of us and wishes that our lives be 
filled with contentment.  We can be comforted that 
no matter what, God cares.  Nevertheless, in the 4th 
chapter of Philippians Paul writes, “Rejoice in the 
Lord always…Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. AND the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.”  Tell God of your concerns 
and give thanks at the same time.  The result is the 
peace of God that passes all understanding.  God 
promises. 
 
In Christ Jesus, Pastor Carole 
 
Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be 
near us, 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer 
us; 
And keep us in His grace, and guide us when 
perplexed; 
And guard us through all ills in this world, till the 
next! 
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Thank You 
Pet Blessing 
Dear Pastor Carole, 
 
Thank you for hosting a pet blessing in the area. 
I have faith in blessings for any pet … and my 
dog, Matilda, was grateful that you blessed her. 
 
My husband and I enjoy a day for our dog with 
St. Francis. At age 9, she has health issues, 
some she’s had for awhile! St. Francis is 
looking over her and that is comforting to me. 
 
Thank you again for such a nice ceremony. It’s 
the best I’ve been to over many years!  (Both 
Catholic and Lutheran.) Mattie says, thanks for 
the cookies! 
 
Best Regards, 
Mary Kusmirek and Dave, and Matilda 
 
Baptism 
From the Motycka Family: 
 
Thank you to everyone involved in putting 
together a beautiful baptism ceremony. Alina’s 
godfather was able to see it online in the 
Philippines. We also appreciate the beautiful 
banner with Alina’s name and baptism date 
stitched on it. Thank you as well for the 
beautiful flowers and book which was read to 
her a few times this past week. Her banner is 
hanging in her room.  
 
A High Five for Wi-Fi to LoL’s Property 
Committee, 
 
Dear Art, Bruce, and Ron, our Property Brothers 
 
On behalf of the Lord of Life congregation, we 
want to thank you for the many tasks you have 
accomplished in recent times. We are especially 
thankful for the Wi-Fi connection you have just 
installed in the West Room.  
 
Given the need for telecommunication via 
ZOOM, having a connection in the West Room 
really facilitates our conversations and 
discussions in this tine of Covid19 restrictions.  
Your willingness to keep our LOL property in 
tip-top condition is deeply appreciated. Lord of 
Life is blessed by your presence. 
 
In God’s Love,  
Bobbie Sejnost, Secretary, LOL Church Council 

Thanks for a Terrific Blessing of the Pets 
 
Dear Members of Pet Blessing Team,  
 
On behalf of the Lord of Life congregation, we 
want to thank you for organizing, planning and 
delivering this year’s Pet Blessing. From the heart- 
warming program, Pastor Carole’s lovely guitar 
playing, and the thoughtful pet treats, it was obvious 
to all who attended that you put both time and effort 
into making this special event a big success. 
 
In these troubled times, we naturally turn to the 
comfort and love that our pets provide so we 
appreciate the opportunity for them to receive 
God’s blessing. Once again, thank you; your 
passion for fostering the love of God is evident in 
all you do. 
 
With Sincere Gratitude,  
Bobbie Sejnost, Secretary, LOL Church Council 
 
Blessed Are Our Pets 2020 
 
October 4th marked another successful Pet Blessing 
at Lord of Life.  The Pet Blessing team, comprised 
of Judy Padera, Sherry Sejnost, Marilynn Sells, 
Carolyn Katt, and Deana Riha welcomed 
approximately 26 people, 24 dogs, 2 cats plus some 
stuffed animals and pet photos. Increased 
advertising of this event this year was facilitated by 
a street sign and flyers. Our beloved fur babies 
enjoyed treats, toys and filled water bowls while 
their parents enjoyed the fine weather and Pastor 
Carole’s guitar solo. A good time was shared by all. 
 
 
Welcome to the table of the Lord 
 
We rejoice with Nick and Gabby Plzak who 
received communion for the first time on 
Reformation Sunday. 
 

 
 

 



Holy Communion Packet pick up is available 
at the east side of the church from 10 to 11 on 
Saturday. 
 
God’s Work. Our Hands Continues 
Once again Lord of Life members have 
demonstrated your generosity in the number of 
socks you have donated.  The donation period 
has ended, but if you forgot and have some new 
socks, be sure to bring them in and give them to 
an LCW member.  The LCW will then make 
sure they go to the foot clinic.  Thank you.  A 
pandemic does not stop LOL members.   
 
November in Worship 
Due to the change in the Covid19 rate of 
infections in DuPage county, the DuPage 
County Health Department and the State of 
Illinois are enforcing stricter regulations for all 
in person gatherings.  This requires some 
changes in our in-place worship.  Until further 
notice, the maximum number of persons for a 
gathering is 25.  Due to the number of people 
who worship with us you will now have to make 
a reservation so that we do not exceed this 
number per worship service.  Please call the 
church office at 630.323.3161 or 
lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com to indicate 
which service you plan to attend. We encourage 
you to follow your doctors’ recommendations 
on gathering for in person services or other 
events. We will continue to record the 9:00 
service which is available to watch at any time 
through the links in the emails.  The service 
folder with parish announcements is included in 
the email with the service link. 
 

GRATITUDE 

 
The month of November we will practice our 
Gratitude Attitude.  Pick up some paper chain 
strips of paper.  Each day take a few moments to 
give thanks for your blessings.  Write them on 
your paper strips to create a paper chain of 
blessings to adorn our church. 

 
November 1-All Saints Sunday- Candles will be 

lit for Lord of Life members 
who died this year.  The names 
of our loved ones who have died 
will be read.  If you want a loved 
one to be included in the names 
in the book of life, call the 
church or send an email to 
lordoflifedarien@gmail.com. 
 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 
 

 
November 22- 
Thanksgiving Sunday- 
Lord of Life will 
celebrate Thanksgiving 
in song and prayer. Our 
gratitude chain will be 
completed 
 

 
November 29- The First Sunday of Advent  This 

year advent is a longer season  
since Christmas is on Friday.  
Watch for a workshop on making 
an Advent Wreath for your home 
so that you can carry the 
wonderful hope of Advent home 
worship with you. 
 
 

Lord of Life’s Caring Ministry Project for 
November 
 
Family Shelter is a facility for victims of domestic 
violence and their children.  Due to Covid19, the 
residents are staying in a hotel so that there is less 
chance of cross infection.  We will be collecting 
Christmas gifts for these residents in the form of 
gift cards.  Consider donating gift cards to food 
stores such as Aldi, Jewel, etc and stores like 
Walmart and Target.  Also, we will be collecting 
new gloves, hats, scarves and blankets.  (They 
specifically request no toys.)  Place your gift cards 
in the box on the offering table.   Winter gear goes 
in the large box in the narthex. 
 
 

 

 

 



Hospitality Committee 
 
We had our first committee meeting on October 
18th between services. 
 
After many years as Chairperson, Janet Haines 
has stepped down as Chairperson. She will 
remain on the committee. Lynn Ristau has also 
stepped down as Secretary. but will also stay on 
the committee. Marilynn Sells is now the 
Chairperson and Sue Tomaszek is the Co-
Chairperson. 
Members: Marilynn Sells, Sue Tomaszek, Toni 
Blesy, Janet Haines, Debbie McNichols, Judy 
Padera, Lynn Ristau, Lee Ann Swanson.  
 
The Hospitality Committee is devoted to 
making Lord Of Life a welcoming and friendly 
home for worship and friendship. We welcome 
new guests to join us in service, and send 
special prayer cards to fellow members needing 
our prayers. 
 
We continue to send out Pray For cards to 
congregation members (each month we rotate 
who sends the cards.) We made new welcome 
bags for visitors. We also offer children’s bags 
with books, crayons, coloring books and paper; 
keeping them replenished as needed. 
 
It was decided to return to a summer 
refreshment table on Sundays in 2021 starting 
Memorial Day weekend thru Labor Day 
weekend, depending on CDC guidelines are at 
that time. If there are any special events 
throughout the year, the guidelines will 
determine if we can provide refreshments. We 
will continue working with the LCW on events 
during 2021, as we have in the past. 
 
A special thank you to Janet Haines & Lynn 
Ristau for all the years they have devoted to 
being the Chairperson and Secretary for the 
Hospitality Committee. We can’t thank you 
both enough. Our next meeting will be on 
Sunday November 15th, 2020 between 
services. God has given each of you some 
special abilities: Be sure to use them to help 
each other, passing on to others God’s many 
kinds of blessings………… 1 Peter 4:10 

I Miss Pastor Todd 
 
Grief touches different people in diverse ways.  At 
Lord of Life we have suffered an especially 
difficult death when Pastor Todd died and so the 
Council invites you to a grief group with the Rev. 
Michael Blackburn of Samaritan Counseling 
Center to talk through your sadness.  If you have 
questions or are interested, contact Don Dibbern. 
 
 
Upcoming Gatherings 
 
State guidelines permitting… 
 
the Lunch Bunch will meet on Monday, 
November 9th at 11:30 at Dell Rheas Chicken 
Basket, 645 Joliet Rd., Willowbrook. Please 
RSVP to Dolores Schramm at (630) 325-0237.   
 
Senior Spirits will feature a performance by 
Leslie Goddard on WEDNESDAY, November 
11th at noon. She will make a presentation about 
the iconic Marshall Fields store. Reservations are 
required for this event. Please call Marilynn Sells 
at (630) 927-9996 or the church office to reserve 
your space. We cannot eat together unless our 
covid numbers have improved. 
 
Holiday Meal Boxes 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel will not be accepting 
boxes with complete holiday meals this year due 
to COVID-19.  They will still be handing out 
holiday meals to those in need, but they will be 
getting the holiday meals from the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank.  The food pantry manager 
Paul Gangi is very grateful for the continual 
support from Lord of Life with the beautiful and 
complete holiday meals.  In appreciation of our 
donations throughout the years, Paul has offered 
to deliver holiday meals to families and friends of 
Lord of Life.  If you know someone in need, 
please contact Paul at 630 202-8702. 

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel is still accepting food 
donations.  You can drop them off at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Food Pantry or Lord of Life’s 
shopping cart. 



2020 Council Members and Committees: 
 
Arlene Danielson President 
   Vision Team 
   Finance Committee 
   Personnel Comm. 
Sherry Sejnost  Vice President 
   Evangelism 
   Personnel Comm. 
Bobbie Sejnost  Secretary 
   Vision Team 
Stacie Plzak  Worship & Music 
Marla Suda  Christian Education 
Judy Padera  Children & Hunger 
   Hospitality 
Sheila Ruh  Evangelism 
Don Dibbern 
Ron Matta  Property 
Carolyn Katt  LCW 
Pastor Carole Willer 
Jim Kelly  Treasurer 
   Finance Comm. 
 
Highlights from Congregation Council 
 
1. COVID-19: Due to the change in the 
COVID-19 rate of infections in DuPage county 
the maximum number of persons for a gathering 
is 25.  The council agreed to continue to 
worship in person but request that people call or 
email to make a reservations.   so that we do not 
exceed this number per worship service.  An 
email was sent asking people to call the church 
office at 630.323.3161 or email 
 lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com to indicate 
which service you plan to attend.  The council 
will continue to monitor the Illinois Department 
of Health regulations.  The SDA and Loving 
Word have decided not to worship in person.   
2. Voters:  Lord of Life members will not 
welcome voters this year due to COVID-19.  
We have asked the secretary to change her day 
off that week to minimize the exposure to our 
staff.   
3. Revisions to the directory: The church 
council will be working with Kathy on a new 
directory.  Details will follow soon. 
4.  Congregational Information Session:  
On Sunday, November 8 there will be a SHORT 
Information session after each service regarding 
the next steps and constitution process.  

5. Santa Lucia:  Per the recommendation from all 
members of the Santa Lucia task force the Santa 
Lucia festival and program will be cancelled for 
2020.  ☹ 

6. Congregational Meeting:  Council reviewed legal 
directives from the Metropolitan Chicago Synod 
which indicate that virtual congregational 
meetings are permitted provided that all members 
can vote. 

7. Committees: The committee liaisons presented 
their committees’ summaries with chairpersons, 
co-chairpersons and planned activities.   This 
info is available for all to see.  Please ask Arlene 
Danielson or Pastor Carole for a copy. 

8. The Worship Committee has been reconvened.  
Covid-Safe holiday worship is the emphasis at 
this time. 

9. Outreach:  In November collection of gift cards 
and gloves, hats, and scarves for the Family 
Shelter. Organized by LCW.  In December there 
will be a collection of food for Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel but they will not be distributing 
the large baskets of holiday food that we  have 
made in the past.   In January there will be a 
collection of items for the Willowbrook Wildlife 
Center. (Hospitality Committee is sponsoring the 
collection) 

10. Senior Spirits:  In following the Illinois 
Department of Health’s regulations prohibiting 
indoor dining, the council requested that there be 
no lunch during Senior Spirits. A drink will be 
allowed but no food.  Maximum attendance is 25. 

11. A Boy Scout requested to complete his Eagle 
Project at Lord of Life.  The project includes a 
place to drop off food supplies.  The property 
committee is working with a boy scout on the 
details before it comes to Council. 

12. The Council is reviewing required constitutional 
changes.  When all the items are reviewed a copy 
of the proposed updated constitution will be sent 
to the congregation.  Vote on the updated 
constitution will take place at the January 
congregational meeting. 

13. Offerings continue to be behind the last 20 years.  
We need to make up $65,000 deficit in 
November and December.  Our PPP loan through 
the Small Business Administration means we 
have been able to keep up with our financial 
commitments. 
 



A Next Step :Constitution Update 
 
The current Lord of Life constitution was 
reviewed and amended on July 1, 2006. The 
2019 Model Constitution for Congregations was 
adopted by Churchwide Assembly of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
Therefore, as Lord of Life transitions into the 
Next Steps to call a new pastor, we must be 
consistent with the requirements of the governing 
documents of the ELCA’s church-wide 
organization and synods. To accomplish this, the 
2006 version of  LoL’s constitution is being 
reviewed and amended to bring it in agreement 
with the 2019 ELCA Model Constitution.  
  Some sections of the 2019 constitution are 
required and must be used without alteration or 
amendment in any way. 
 Other sections can be changed, and these 
sections are being reviewed by the Constitution 
sub-committee and the Council. All such 
amendments must be approved by the LoL 
Congregation and then sent to the Synod for 
approval. Therefore, in the near future, a 
document showing the required and non-required 
changes will be mailed to the entire LoL 
congregation, and approval will be at the 
congregational meeting in January. If you have 
any questions, please contact Bobbie Sejnost. 
 
 
Another Next Step : The Ministry Profile 
 
Completing the Ministry Profile is one of the key 
next steps in preparation for the Call Process at 
Lord of Life.  The Ministry Profile is divided into 
three sections with a task force identified for 
each section.  The task forces will meet and 
propose responses to the questions in the 
ministry profile and then present them to the 
council and the congregation for their input.  The 
Council requested volunteers for each task force, 
and with input from various people, Council has 
finalized the list of task force members shown 
below. 

Finance Ministry Profile Task Force will analyze 
Lord of Life’s historical financial data and then 
prepare responses for the financial sections of the 
profile including budget, compensation, benefits, 
professional expenses, debts, reserves, and 
offering trends.  The task force members are Bob 
Eggert and Jim Kelly. 

Demographics Ministry Profile Task Force will 
compile demographics of the community, 
congregation and other faith-based organizations 
and then analyze the trends evident in them. The 
task force members are Arlene Danielson, Janet 
Kardatzke, Debbie McNichols, and Sue Tomaszek. 

Visionary Ministry Profile Task Force will prepare 
the sections which include reflections of our past, 
highlighting who we are, what is the vision for our 
mission, and what are our leadership needs. The 
task force members are Connie Allekian, Don 
Dibbern, Judy Padera, Stacie Plzak, Kaitlin 
Scarpelli, Bobbie Sejnost, Sherry Sejnost, 
Marilynn Sells, and Pastor Carole Willer. 
 

If we missed anyone or if you are interested in 
getting involved please contact Pastor Carole or 
Arlene Danielson. 
 
 

Offerings 
 
Please continue to support LoL with your generous 
contributions, either via the online donations, 
USPS or by putting them in the new secure lock 
box outside the west entry. Using the locked 
mailbox adds another layer of security for your 
offering.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has been coming out 
to do this. To access the secure electronic 
donations go to our website 
at http://www.lordoflifedarien.com/and click on 
the green “Give” box.  With your help we will be 
able to continue to serve you and the community 
“Sharing God’s Love.” 

 

The Church of Christ, in ev’ry age beset by change, but Spirit led, 
Must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.  elw729 



 
 

 
Let the Blooms Begin 
 
Once again the 
opportunity to provide 
flowers for the altar is 
available. The cost is 
$20.00. Please use an 

order envelope from the table in the narthex and 
place it in the offering plate or the church office. 
Let the glory of God’s blooms bring joy and 
happiness to our worship service. 
 
 
Prayer Requests 
 
Given that so many people have shared their 
need for prayers, we will be sending the prayer 
list out on a weekly basis.  Please contact Kathy, 
LoL’s church secretary, if you need to add 
someone to the prayer list.  By the same token, 
please remember to contact Kathy if you wish to 
remove a name from the list.  
 
 

 
 
We share our sympathy with Connie Allekian 
on the passing of her husband, Harvey on 
October 2.  Per his wishes, there was no funeral 
service. 

 
Please remember the following 
people in your daily prayers:  
 

Please pray for 
members 

 
 Janet Kardatzke  Diana Pehas 
 
Pray for other family and friends … 
 
Chris H., friend of Sue Ames 
Sue Horton, daughter of Toni Blesy 
Joseph Capozziello, son of Toni Blesy 
Former LoL members Ken and Bonly Dry 
Dick Eggert, Bob’s brother 
Provi Valentin, Elsy Eggert’s aunt 
Ella Jones, Eggert’s friends’ young child 
Gilbert, Elsy Eggert’s nephew 
Gloria Valentin, Elsy Eggert’s sister 
Carson, grandson of the Gullifords 
James Hazelton 
Stephen Plunkett, cousin of Carolyn Katt 
Jaden Rhode, grandson of the Mattas 
Scott Hutt, Judy Padera’s brother 
Jim Gardner, friend of Cor Peterson 
Joyce Adams, friend of Cor Peterson 
Jan Dubick, sister of Cor Peterson 
Ryan Hart, friend of Cor Peterson 
Joanne Mutz, niece of Cor Peterson 
Dennis Schneider, friend of the Randas 
Marion Sletten, friend of Caryl Schaer 
Bev, friend of Debi Scarpelli 
Lisa Schramm, granddaughter of Dolores 
Hannah Stapleton, great niece of the Sloneks 
Mary Wojtala, sister of LeeAnn Swanson 
Mary Haapoja, goddaughter of Mary Szyszka 
Margo Bonbrake, friend of the Waechters 
Ken Kettner, Sandy Waechter’s brother 
Don Michaels, brother-in-law of Nancy 
Zavattaro 
The Rinaldi’s, friends of Nancy Zavattaro 
Nance Nagy, friend of Nancy Zavattaro 
Bob, friend of Deanna Riha 
 

 
Brian Irizarry, Elsy Eggert’s grand nephew  
Dalia Wenckus 

 



 
 
Baptism of Alina Motycka- Parents Rich and 
Ana 
 
 

  
 
 
Lots of Joy was shared at the Pet Blessing 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pets in our homes 
Loud barking doggies 
Sing to the Lord a new song 
Kittens and cats meowing softly  
Sing to the Lord a new song. 
God has done marvelous things 
I too sing praises with a new song. 
 
Hamsters and mice, cute, sweet and nice 
Sing to the Lord a new song. 
Birds in their cage perching and chirping 
Sing to the Lord a new song. 
God has done marvelous things 
I too sing praises with a new song. 
 
Beasts everwhere, city and country 
Sing to the Lord a new song 
Creatures large, creatures small  
Sing to the Lord a new song. 
God has done marvelous things 
I too sing praises with a new song. 
 
 



 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church          
725 75th Street           
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Call us at (630) 323-3161  
Web Address: lordoflifedarien.org 
Visit the ELCA home page on the Internet at http://www.elca.org 
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Lord of Life Staff 
Pastor Carole Willer 
Rosita Yao, Church Musician 
Kathy Clinton, Secretary (e-mail: LordLifeSec@aol.com) 
Mark Rokicki, Custodian 

 
 

All are welcome!                    Dated material-Please deliver promptly 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

November, 2020 
 
 

Tuesday, November 3 – Election Day 
 

November 22- Thanksgiving Sunday- 
 
 

November 29- The First Sunday of Advent 
 

 


