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OPEN 

Do you think that we live in an era of loneliness and isolation? 

If you think so, can you give some examples? 

Consider the news article U.K. appoints ‘loneliness minister’ to tackle 
social isolation, experts say Canada needs one too 

How does the vision of Cornerstone Neighbourhood Church offer a 
biblical alternative to living in isolation or loneliness?  The second 
word of our w. h. o. l. e. acrostic is “homes”.  This is what it says… 

We exist to build caring, supportive friendships where people 
are nurtured and encouraged to pursue positive life-change. 

DIG 

Consider how John encountered Jesus as he describes it in I John 
1:1-4.  What convictions about the Person of Jesus does he record? 

What pattern for relationships does Jesus display by His coming to 
this earth as the Incarnate Son of God?  

According to I John 1:4, what is a key marker that believers are in 
meaningful relationship with one another? 

What fueled John’s passion to see his brothers and sisters in person?  
Why did he care so deeply for them?  (see III John 3-4) 

I John 2:2 tells us that Jesus has paid the price for our sin.  As our 
Atoning Sacrifice, for whom is this work sufficient?  How should that 
truth motivate us in our mission as a church? 

Think about what John wrote in II John 12 and III John 13-14.  What 
is so important about connecting with people “face to face”?  What do 
we sacrifice when we keep one another at a distance? 

Take a few moments to think about the culture of our church.  Is 
Cornerstone an environment where people receive care?  Do we 
support one another in godly life-change? 

In the space below jot down some things you dream about for 
Cornerstone.  Focus on those things that would enhance our love and 
care for one another – and our transformation to live more like Jesus. 

• CULTURE OF CARE  -  Great Commandment Living 

• CULTURE OF CHANGE   -  Great Commission Living 

REFLECT 

“We don’t come to church, to be a church. We come to 
Christ, and then we are built up as a church.  If we come 
to church just to be with one another, one another is all 
we’ll get. And it isn’t enough.  Inevitably, our hearts will 

grow empty, and then angry. If we put community first, we 
will destroy community. But if we come to Christ first and 

submit ourselves to Him and draw life from Him, 
community gets traction.” 

- C. S. Lewis 

What are some reasons why we keep our distance from one another, 
even when we are members of the same church family? 

What adjustments might you need to make in your life so that you 
could contribute to a culture of care and change at Cornerstone? 

“In essentials unity;  in non-essentials charity; 
in all things Jesus Christ.” 

-  Rupertus Meldenius 

For some more thoughts about how we should treat one another in 
the Body of Christ, read Gary Thomas’ recent blog, Why Are 
Christians So Mean
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