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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE CROSS OF VICTORIA 

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MINUTES 

 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 

 

  

Attendance:  The attendance sheet is filed in the church office. 

Minutes:  Bud Henning (Secretary). 

 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

1.1 Welcome – Joanne Solomonson (Chair) opened the meeting, which was held in the 

sanctuary, at 12:05 PM.  

 

1.2 Opening Devotions – Pastor Lyndon Sayers. 

 

1.3 Visitors – Joanne Solomonson acknowledged the presence of visitors at the meeting 

and asked if anyone objected to granting them voice.  Hearing no objection, Joanne declared 

that visitors had voice at the meeting. 

 

2.   QUORUM 

The congregation’s bylaws state that twenty-five (25) voting members shall constitute a 

quorum.  Angela Chorney (Vice-Chair) announced that forty-nine (49) members signed the 

attendance sheet, enabling Joanne Solomonson to declare a quorum. 

 

3.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion:  That the agenda be approved as circulated in advance.  MSC 

 

4.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

4.1 March 3, 2019 Annual General Meeting 

Motion:  That the minutes of March 3, 2019 Annual General Meeting be approved as 

circulated.  MSC 

 

4.2 April 28, 2019 Special Congregational Meeting 

Motion:  That the minutes of April 28, 2019 Special Congregational Meeting be approved as 

circulated.  MSC 

 

5.   BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES – None. 
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6.  REPORTS 

 

6.1 Pastors’ Report – There were no questions or comments relating to the co-pastors’ 

respective reports. 

 

6.2 Chair’s Report – Joanne Solomonson updated her report to include these recent items: 

 

• 60th Anniversary Committee – Lorna Bjorklund (chair), Joyce Martinson, Rose Calland, 

Don Storch, and Joanne Solomonson currently constitute the committee preparing 

60th anniversary celebrations for our congregation.  Additional volunteers are 

welcome. 

• OakCrest Preschool will be vacating our Lower Hall by the end of June and moving to 

a new location in Lansdowne. 

• Healthy Boundaries workshop – Rev. Kathy Martin, Assistant to the Bishop of the BC 

Synod, will conduct a 50-minute Healthy Boundaries workshop for the congregation 

after Sunday worship on March 22nd.  Everyone is encouraged to participate. 

• Administrative Assistant vacancy – Recruiting a replacement began even before 

Deborah Neal’s resignation took effect at the end of February.  Several applications 

were received.  Ann Baty, Joanne Solomonson, Pastor Lyle McKenzie, and Pastor 

Lyndon Sayers are reviewing the applications and creating a short-list of candidates.  

They hope to select the new Administrative Assistant very soon. 

 

There were no questions or comments related to Joanne’s report. 

 

6.3 Nominations Report – Joanne Solomonson and Angela Chorney constituted the 

Nominations Committee. 

 

Corrections to the printed report result in the following list of candidates for election: 

 

Executive   

Vice Chair Gerry Saleski standing for election to a 1-year term 

Treasurer Rory Molnar standing for re-election to a 2-year term 

Financial Secretary Barry Walker standing for re-election to a 2-year term 

   

Board of Deacons John Baty standing for re-election to a 2-year term 

 Maya Bridger standing for election as an adjunct member 

  Scott Constantine standing for election as an adjunct member 

  Ralferd Freytag standing for election to a 1-year term 

   

 Board of Education Candyce McDonald standing for re-election to a 2-year term 

 Sarah Buston standing for re-election to a 1-year term 

 Ashley Moore standing for election to a 2-year term 

 Florentien Verhage standing for re-election to a 2-year term 
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 Board of Trustees Murray Nelson standing for re-election to a 2-year term 

 Aron Johnson standing for re-election to a 2-year term 

 Lee Rose standing for re- election to a 2-year term 

 Wes Solomonson standing for election to a 1-year term 

   

 Board of Worship Jeanie Stann standing for re-election to a 2-year term 

 Dana McKee standing for re-election to a 2-year term 

 Laura Cochrane standing for election to a 2-year term 

 

Three times Angela called for additional changes, nominees, or volunteers, but none were 

offered. 

 

Motion:  That the printed slate of nominations be approved as amended.  MSC 

 

Joanne cited the following individuals who are leaving their respective positions on the 

Congregational Council and thanked them for their service:  Angela Chorney (Vice-Chair), 

Martin Bergbusch and Stew Triplett (Deacons); Annie Vallance (Education); and Marge 

Wilkie (Worship).  Pastor Lyle made a statement of appreciation and presented the gift of a 

handmade wooden cross to Martin Bergbusch for 6 years on Council, to Rosalene Saleski for 

5 years as chair of the Stewardship Committee, to Debra Dunsby (in absentia) for 10 years 

on the Stewardship Committee, and to Bud and Joanne Henning for 10 years as leaders of 

the Adult Education sessions. 

 

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

7.1 Report of the Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2019 – Rory Molnar (Treasurer) led a 

review of 2019 income and expenses.   

 

Recognizing the significant commitment in hiring a second pastor, we had anticipated a 

deficit for 2019.  This shortfall was met by drawing from reserves.  During 2019 our Assets 

decreased by $43,000 but our Liabilities also decreased by $58,000.  

 

Motion:  That the financial statements for 2019 be approved as presented.  MSC 

 

Motion:  That the Review Engagement Report from Grant Thornton LLP be accepted.  

MSC 

 

7.2 Budget for 2020 – Rory Molnar led a review of the proposed congregational budget for 

2020. 
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An increase in pledges and an anticipated increase in rental income will help offset several 

planned one-time expenses during the coming year.  Despite another year of Operating 

deficit, at the end of 2020 the principal owing on our mortgage should be down to $420,000. 

    

Motion:  That the budget for 2020 be approved as presented.  MSC 

 

8.   BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS – The board and committee chairs were invited to 

speak to their reports, but none elected to do so.  It was noted that the names of Jeanie Stann 

and Marge Wilkie had been inadvertently omitted from the Board of Worship report. 

 

8.1 Questions or comments to the reports – None. 

 

8.2 Progress report on Luther Court Society (LCS) / Lutheran Church of the Cross 

(LCC) Partnership and Proposed Intergenerational Affordable Housing project – Pastor 

Lyle McKenzie announced that on February 26th the Executive Committee of BC Housing 

had awarded the project $118,000 in program development funding. 

    

Motion:  That the Board and Committee Reports be accepted.  MSC 

 

9.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

9.1 Vision and Priorities – Co-pastors Lyle McKenzie and Lyndon Sayers spoke to the draft 

Vision and Priorities statement prepared after consultation with the congregation; they also 

answered questions relating to the document’s contents. 

    

Motion:  That the document Lutheran Church of the Cross Vision and Priorities 2020 be 

adopted as presented.  MSC 

 

10.  CLOSING PRAYER – Pastor Lyle McKenzie.  

 

11.  ADJOURNMENT – Joanne Solomonson terminated the meeting at 1:00 PM.  

 

 

      Minutes Confirmed  Chair: ___________________________________ 

 

      Date: ________________ Secretary: ________________________________ 

 


