Repentance - From Judgment
Judge not, that you be not judged
Matthew 7.1-5
The sin of judgment towards others is dangerous one
It is a sin against another
We are unfit to judge
Speck - Log
Only God is just in his judgment
“Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.” James 5.9
“God judges” - Romans 2.1-3

It is also a sin that has deep personal consequences
A judgmental and unrepentant heart cultivates soil perfect for
condemnation
It will become to us a prison, trapping us in our sin
IE:
Judgment towards ‘bad' parents
Judgment towards another church
Judgment towards the poor
Judgment towards those in sin & addiction

The sin of Judgment is rooted in and strengthened by pride
“You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your
Brother’s eye."
Repentance requires honesty & humility
It is a sin often flowing from a place of envy or covetousness
Restoration not Condemnation
We can still stand firm on the truth
“But… what that person is doing is so wrong!” or “Don’t shouldn’t we say or do
something?"
Justice is God’s heart, and as his people we should have a deep
commitment to it
There is a profound diﬀerence between Judgement and Genuine
Care/Concern

We are to help with the speck in our brothers eye - but not till our
heart is set right in the process

God and the Ninevehites
Jonah’s Story
“But it dispersed Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry.” Jonah 4.1
Jonah went with judgment in mind
God sent him with restoration in mind!
God’s replies with a question - “Do you do well to be angry?"

Restorative Justice
An approach to justice that focuses on the needs of the victims and the
oﬀenders; as well as the involved community. This contrasts to more
punitive approaches where the main aim is to punish the oﬀender, or
satisfy abstract legal principles. Victims take an active role i the process.

This is God’s heart in the face of sin
Restoration for the Oﬀender - the Victim - and the Community!
Religious Roots Some of the earliest restorative justice pioneers were
from faith communities such as the Mennonites. They drew from their
faith tradition and the Bible the notion that justice had everything to do
with healing and worked on making a people whole. They believed that
justice was all about making things right with God and with one another.
Nowadays, many restorative justice programs are still rooted in religious
or faith-based principles of reconciliation, restoration, and healing.
Some people argue that restorative justice, with its spiritual roots and
values, is a more morally and emotionally satisfying model for criminal
justice than the current state-centered, retributive model.
Forgiveness and restoration are viewed as fundamental to how we
should respond to human wrongdoing. With its emphasis on making
things right and restoring balance and harmony, restorative justice
touches the foundational beliefs of the major world faiths.
From: Restorative Justice in Canada: what victims should know - Prepared by the
Canadian Resource Centre for Victims of Crime - March 2011

1 Corinthians 5.5 - The excommunication of an unrepentant man in
sin
“That his spirit may be saved”

The heart was restoration!

Jeremiah 18.7-8
If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that
I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, and if that
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from it’s evil, I
will relent of the disaster that I intended to do to it."
God’s heart is for RESTORATION

Luke 17.3-4
“Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him,
and if he repents, forgive him, and if he sings against you
seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying,
‘I repent’, you must forgive him."
God’s heart is for RESTORATION!
Repentance from Judgment
Our own freedom and healing often involves coming out from under judgment against
us
This often requires repentance (not an absence of judgment)
note: The devil is relentless in his judgment towards us - Shame,
Condemnation, etc

Judgment looses it’s power over our lives when we Repent
Humility & Honesty
Freeing us to Restoration ourselves!

Forgivness is key here
Where do I need forgive?
Where do I need to ask for forgiveness?

The World has a Judge and He’s not asking for your help on that front!
He is however inviting you (like Jonah) to join him in the work of RESTORATION!

Repentance:
We need to vacate the place of Judge & Get to the work of restoration!

