
 
 

“Unto The Lord”   -   August 30, 2020 
 

OPEN 

 
What are your prayers like?  Deeply theological?  Ornate and articulate?  Or 
maybe they are scattered and dis-jointed?  Consider this picture…   
 

 
 
We may feel our prayers are just a jumble.  But that is not a problem for God! 
Max Lucado writes, "Our prayers may be awkward.  Our attempts may be 
feeble.  But since the power of prayer is in the One who hears and not in the 
one who says it, our prayers do make a difference." 
 
We have been tracking all the prayers contained in the book of Nehemiah, who 
responded to the call of God to restore the walls of Jerusalem.  The city stood 
for the glory of God and the relationship He had with His covenant people.  But 
there was significant “kingdom neglect”.   As we have looked over the story and 
supplication of Nehemiah, we see a man burdened but passionate, eager yet 
collaborative.  From before the work began until after it was done, Nehemiah 
displayed deliberate dependence upon God.  And we see this in one final way 
in the closing chapter. 
 
Nehemiah 13:1-3 tells us that the “Book of Moses” was read to the people and 
they realigned themselves with God’s Law.  But prior to this time (v. 4) there 
were increasing signs of kingdom neglect and straying from divine principles.  
This is quite disheartening considering the victorious celebration surrounding 
the reconstructed wall and the re-instructed worship – see Nehemiah 12:27, 43. 
 

DIG 

 
Nehemiah’s closing prayers express dependence.  He asked God to remember 
(honor, establish) his efforts.  He was Persia but returned again to Jerusalem to 
address four issues (his prayers reflect 5:19). 
 

1. Temple treasury compromised (vv. 4-13)  -  In response, Nehemiah 
restored the integrity of the storerooms and the tithes.  He then prayed, 
“Remember me for this, my God, and do not blot out what I have so 
faithfully done for the house of my God and its services.”  (v. 14) 

 
2. Sabbath keeping corrupted (vv. 15-22a)  -  Having put clear protocols 

in place to assure that the Sabbath was respected, Nehemiah then 
prayed, “Remember me for this also, my God, and show mercy to me 
according to your great love.”  (v. 22) 

 
3. Marriage laws contravened (vv. 23-28)  -  Nehemiah punished those 

who had strayed from God’s commands in this way and then prayed, 
“Remember them, my God, because they defiled the priestly office and 
the covenant of the priesthood and of the Levites.”  (v. 29) 

 
4. Worship preparation collapsed (v. 30)  -  In response, Nehemiah 

purified the priests and made provision for the proper worship of God.  
And once again he responded with prayer, “Remember me with favor, 
my God.”  (v. 31) 

 
 
What did Nehemiah do?  He left the results to God.  We have a saying as a 
couple, when we wonder what our efforts in God’s Kingdom might have 
accomplished, we say it is “unto the Lord”.  We try to leave the results to Him.  
Why?  We do not have control of the results anyways!  What is more, we must 
not seek contentment from results.  This is something that Nehemiah faced.   
 
Alan Redpath wrote, “There is no experience in our Christian life, no matter 
how exhilarating or triumphant, which imparts to us strength for the future.  It 
leaves us just as poor and helpless and needy as before, but for the grace of 
God and the power of the blood of Jesus.”  (Victorious Christian Service, F. 
H. Revell, 1958, 138) 
 
What are we to do in such situations of “recalculating”?  We must continue in a 
posture of dependence!  Perhaps there is no better expression of our collective 
dependence upon the Lord Jesus than at the celebration of communion. 
 
Communion is a celebration that is not only looking back upon the past work of 
Jesus.  It helps us to look within, for the Spirit’s work in our hearts right in the 
here and now! 
 
Let’s think a little further about dependent prayer.  Here are three thoughts. 
 



[1]  Through dependent prayer, God increases our confidence   
 
Nehemiah needed God.  More importantly, Nehemiah knew that he needed 
God!  But the exciting thing about dependent prayer.  As we grow more 
dependent on God, we will grow in confidence in serving Him.  This is a 
paradox – and we must never think of “removing the training wheels” as it 
were.  We are always in ever-increasing need of God.  Yet, He is also helping 
us develop stronger spiritual muscles. 
 
Richard Foster writes about bold praying.  “We are not trying to conjure up 
something in our imagination that is not so.  Nor are we trying to manipulate 
God and tell him what to do.  Quite the opposite.  We are asking God to tell us 
what to do.  God is the ground of our beseeching….Our prayer is to be like a 
reflex action to God’s prior initiative upon the heart.”  (Celebration of 
Discipline, Harper & Row, 1988, 42). 
 

[2]  Through dependent prayer, God establishes our identity   
 
Why did prayer fit naturally into the experiences of Nehemiah’s life?  Rather 
than a duty, prayer was part of his identity.  Dallas Willard put it this way, 
(http://www.dwillard.org/articles/individual/how-does-the-disciple-live), “How the 
disciple lives naturally comes out of who the disciple is. As Jesus’ disciple, I am 
his apprentice in kingdom living. I am learning from him how to lead my life in 
the Kingdom of the Heavens as he would lead my life if he were I.” 
 
Proverbs 3:5-7 not only commands us to trust God.  It also declares that we will 
become who God intended us to be as we practice a posture of dependence:       
“Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on 
your own. Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he’s 
the one who will keep you on track. Don’t assume that you know it all. Run to 
God! Run from evil! Your body will glow with health, your very bones will 
vibrate with life!”  (MESSAGE) 
 

[3]  Through dependent prayer, God welcomes our participation 
 
Who was Nehemiah to participate in the work of God?  He was not a great king 
or even a priest.  Yet he was “trustingly available”!  We celebrate Nehemiah 
and many other Bible characters for what God accomplished through them, not 
because they were special in and of themselves.  This fact highlights the grace 
of God to welcome us to be participants in His Kingdom work! 
 
Corrie ten Boom said, “The wonderful thing about praying is that you leave a 
world of not being able to do something, and enter God’s realm where 
everything is possible.  He specializes in the impossible.  Nothing is too great 
for His almighty power.  Nothing is too small for His love.” 
 

REFLECT 

 
Are you living, serving, praying “unto the Lord”? In Colossians 3:17 we read, 

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 

 
What will the legacy of your life be?  What will the lasting contribution of 
Cornerstone be, especially considering the detours that we are currently 
experiencing?  Will it be a “posture of dependence”? 
 
If you really want to dig into the powerful impact of prayer, listen to a recent 
webinar from Christianity Explored, called “Reaching Around the Corner” with 
Todd and Sheila Alewine.  Or read about the legacy of James Fraser. 

 

 
The great British missionary to China, James Fraser (1886-1938), preached the Gospel to the 
pagan Chinese villagers of Lisuland in the foothills of the Himalayas. Fraser often found himself 
unable to reach his converts in the most mountainous areas. Winter snowfalls made it too 
dangerous for him to travel and gather people.  At first he was frustrated and even angry with 
God, who could easily have held back the snowfall to enable his meetings to go ahead. But as 
he prayed, Fraser became convicted that God was in the problem - it was a challenge of the 
Lord’s own making. He wanted him to conduct an experiment on behalf of the Body of Christ.  
What if - instead of travelling and meeting - he would use the time to pray instead?  
Fraser worked out that it would take him three to five days to conduct church services in the 
highland villages of Lisuland - one or two days of travel up into the mountains, a day of 
gathering together, and then one or two days of travel back down again. He decided to find out 
what would happen if he would spend this time to pray for the Lisu people instead.  Nobody 
knew. It was between James Fraser and God alone, but he gave himself to this experiment 
completely. He prayed for three to five days for each of the highland villages instead of visiting 
them. Then, once the spring sun had melted the snow, he climbed the mountains to discover 
what had happened.  Fraser discovered that his converts in the highland villages had prospered 
during the winter months in which he had found himself unable to gather them together. In fact, 
as he met with them to hear about their Bible reading and their isolated prayer times, he came 
to the remarkable conclusion that his converts in the highlands of Lisuland had grown far more 
during the winter than his converts in the lowlands - the converts that he had been busy visiting 
and gathering all winter long.  Thereafter, he was determined never to fret when he could not 
gather people, but always to seize it as a God-given invitation to pray for people instead. “If I 
were to think after the manner of men, I should be anxious about my Lisu converts - afraid for 
their falling back into demon worship. But God is enabling me to cast all my care upon Him. I 
am not anxious, not nervous. If I hugged my care to myself instead of casting it upon Him, I 
should never have persevered in the work so long - perhaps never even have started it. But if it 
has been begun in Him, it must be continued in Him.” (Quote from Eileen Crossman’s 
biography of James Fraser, ‘Mountain Rain’, 1982)  James Fraser never knew the full results of 
his prayer experiment. Many missiologists trace back the enormous revival that has swept 
through China in the past fifty years to the revival that began amongst the highlanders of 
Lisuland during the winters when Fraser stayed at home and prayed.     
https://mailchi.mp/joelnews/jni-1169?e=9d3a62995e#mctoc1 
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