
 
 

The Victory of the Cross  -  May 24, 2020 
 

OPEN 

 
On May 5, 1945 – 75 years ago – German 
troops surrendered in the Netherlands. Three 
days later, Germany gave its unconditional 
surrender signaling an official end to the Second 
World War.  Canada also provided a safe haven 
for the Dutch royal family as more than 7,600 
Canadians gave their lives to liberate the 
Netherlands.  Close to 175,000 Canadians took 
part in the campaign to liberate the Netherlands, 
which began in the fall of 1944 and ended in the 
spring of 1945.   Victoria News 
 

What a sense of victory that was for an oppressed and victimized people!  In a 
much greater way, we are going to look at a passage that describes how the 
cross provides victory for humanity.  We begin with a caution and we will end 
by thinking about an important tension.  When Jesus offered up His life on the 
cross in our place, we became enriched in many ways.  Let’s look at the 
victory of the cross.  Read Colossians 2:8-15. 
 
 

DIG 

 
An important caution… 

 
In verse 8, we read “beware” or “watch out”.  In our Bibles it is “see to it that no 
one takes you captive”.  What brings bondage?  Paul points to philosophy that 
is “hollow and deceptive" in contrast to the glorious, liberating truth about Jesus 
(and His death on the cross, evidenced by the end of the sentence in verse 
15!).  Be careful, wrote Paul.  Do not be drawn into ideas that depend upon (lit. 
“according to”) either “human tradition” or “basic principles”.  In the Colossian 
church there were traditional Jewish influences.  There was also pressure from 
the emerging false teaching of “Gnosticism” which separated the immaterial 
(good) from the material (evil) leading to a few problems in Colossae. 
 

• Elitism - only the “enlightened” could have spiritual insights  -  see 2:18b 
 

• Sensationalism  -  the angels were to be worshipped  -  see 2:18a 
 

• Humanism  -  Jesus was only one of many ways to God – see 1:19-20 
 

• Ritualism  -  beleaguered by "hand-me-down" rituals – see 2:20-23. 
 

The Colossian error reminds us of a mother who asked what religion was 
taught at a school.  When told that no specific religion was taught, she was 
glad, because in her words, she was nondimensional.  Religion, in contrast to 
Christ, is nondimensional!  Human philosophical systems are empty of truth.  
And tragically, they traps and “takes captive” – actually “robbing” people of the 
life which God intends for them. 

 
Before placing your faith in Jesus Christ, what was the 

Bondage that kept you from turning to Him for salvation? 
 
 
The victory of the cross speaks to our identity  -  vv. 9-12 
 
The first way in which we are giving a new vitality through the victory on the 
cross, is by the transformation of our identity.  In verses 9-10 this is declared;  
in verses 11-12 it is demonstrated.  First, we learn that Christ is complete in 
Himself and thus in Him, we are completed – given a whole new identity.  And 
the focus is upon the results since the verb tense indicates that there are 
abiding results.  (see I Corinthians 1:30 and Romans 3:21-23 
 
Circumcision demonstrated covenant relationship with God (Genesis 17:9-14).  
But in Christ a person receives a spiritual circumcision – removal of the sin 
nature (Galatians 5:19-21; 24). 
 
Baptism is an act of identification, not mere ritual.  Verse 12 shows that 
believer identify with the death/burial and the resurrection of Christ through the 
act of baptism. 
 
 
The victory of the cross speaks to our mortality  -  v. 13a 
 
One way in which Paul expressed our condition before salvation is spiritual 
death. “Dead in your trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  In verse 13 we see 
that God makes us alive in Christ. 

 

 
Can you identify some part of your life that was “dead” but now – 
in Christ it is an area where He is producing a new vitality in you? 
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The victory of the cross speaks to our liability  -  vv. 13b-14 
 
In what ways does a person live with liability?  We are not talking about 
financial liability – thought this is the illustration.  What is illustrated is that 
humanity, apart from Jesus, is spiritually liable, in debt.  We are broke and 
broken by sin!  When Paul used unpayable debt as an image of our sin, he tells 
us that God acted on our behalf in three ways. 
 

• “Having forgiven us all our transgressions" (v. 13b) – God chosen to 
forgive.  He absorbed the cost of our sin (death penalty) in Himself 
(Christ's death on the cross).   

 

• “Having cancelled out the certificate of debt"  (v. 14) – God’s Law 
documents spiritual debt – “written code” (dogmasin).  But God literally 
wipes out the legal decree of our sin-debt. 

 

• “Having nailed it to the cross" (v. 14)  -  God did not mindlessly “write 
off” our sin debt.  It was cancelled because it was because Christ made 
the payment in full.  Forgiveness does not mean the evaporation of sin 
or its penalty but the transfer of it to Christ (Romans 3:22-25).   

 

 
When you think of salvation as the payment and cancellation of a debt, 
does that help you better appreciate what Jesus accomplished for you? 

 
 
The victory of the cross speaks to our liberty   -  v. 15 
 
Paul declared Christ as the One who secured our liberty.  He disarmed the 
forces of evil by His sacrificial death of on the cross – see Hebrews 2:14-15. 
 
Using the same image as in II Corinthians 2:14, Paul described Christ as a 
triumphant general, returned victorious from battle, leading a parade (“public 
spectacle”) of the spoils and prisoners.  There is no tragedy to Jesus 
death…just triumph!   
 
 

REFLECT 

 
Is the victory of the cross visible in your life?  Here is a challenging tension:  
the cross is victorious…but I am not always victorious!  This is where Satan will 
lure us into his lies 
 

• The cross is not your own personally accomplished 
victory…so why should you presume upon it? 
 

• The cross is not a recently completed victory…so why should 
it impact your life today? 

 
Our Dutch friends help us here with a great example… 

 

• They gratefully received the gift of liberation, honest about an 
inability to save themselves. 
 

• They consistently and thoughtfully celebrate liberation, as part 
of their lifestyle. 

 
You see, the Christian is “born crucified” – as the French preacher, Lacordaire 
phrased it.  (Born Crucified, L. E. Maxwell, Moody, 1945, 7) 
 
Our new life as a follower of Jesus is completely dependent upon Christ’s 
death – so much so, we must begin to think of it is way:  “I am crucified with 
Christ…I now live in Him” – see Galatians 2:20. 
 
That is why Paul prayed so passionately for the Colossians to embrace the 
truth that the victory of the cross can impact our day to day life!  See 
Colossians 1:9-14. 
 
 

Listen and ponder… 
 
The victory of the cross should elicit great celebration. This can happen in 
quiet, thoughtful ways.  Here is a song by Kristen Getty which deeply reflects 
on the amazing victory in the cross  -  The Power of the Cross 
 
The victory of the cross can also be celebrated with great joy and enthusiasm.  
In fact, all of our lives should be a celebration of new life because of the cross. 
 
In his song Thank You for the Cross Brian Doerksen provides us with a 
reflection upon the cross which is full of joy and energy. 
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