
 
Picture of the Lamb  ~  March 17, 2019 

 

OPEN 

 
In the beautiful worship song, "Wonderful, Merciful Savior" author Eric Wyse 
has written, “Wonderful, merciful Savior, precious Redeemer and Friend / Who 
would have thought that a Lamb could rescue the souls of men.” 
 
That is a thought provoking question – how could a Lamb rescue humanity?  
Do you think this was a question on the hearts of those who took part in the 
first Passover? 
 
Read Exodus 12:1-13 to see how God gave Israel the feast of Passover.  
 

DIG 

 
The feast of Passover highlights Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.  Passover was given during a crucial point in the 
story of God’s chosen people.  They were enslaved in Egypt but on the eve of 
emancipation God invited His people to the dinner table.  Before God 
redeemed Israel, He gave them a ceremony which would provide a lasting 
reminder of redemption at that moment and full redemption in Jesus to come. 
 
Keep in mind the paradox of the Lamb of God.  The Lamb appears to be a 
victim but is ultimately the victor!  Passover clearly pictures the Christian’s 
deliverance from the punishment sin, which is death.  Just as Jesus is our 
sinless sacrifice, the lamb was to be spotless.  he “Lord’s Passover” (v.13) was 
a commemoration of God’s redemption that night in sparing the first born from 
the angel of death.  Passover continues to be celebrated, though Jesus is not 
seen in the ceremony.   
 
Vicotor Buksbazen writes in The Gospel in the Feasts of Israel, “Only one 
thing, the essence of the Passover, is missing…Passover without the lamb is 
like a wedding without the bride.  What the modern Jews celebrate today is not 
the Passover but the Feast of Unleavened Bread.”  (see Luke 22:1)  So what 
does Passover say to Christians today beyond history and ceremony? 
 

1. Passover pictures how we are pardoned by the Lamb of God 
 

Key to the “paschal” (passing over) celebration was the blood on the doorposts 
and lintel (v.7) to deliver from the angel of death (final plague).  Hebrews 11:28 
tells us that it was “by faith [Moses] kept the Passover.”  The blood of Jesus 
gives covering and confidence to followers of Jesus (see Hebrews 10:19-22). 

2. Passover pictures how we are provisioned by the Lamb of God 
 

The Paschal Lamb was roasted whole (no bone broken), eaten or consumed 
completely, along with bitter herbs and bread.  As such it was a nourishing 
meal.  We need to see Jesus, Himself, as our source of nourishment.  As He 
said, “I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he 
who believes in me will never be thirsty.” (John 6:35)  
 

3. Passover pictures how we are propelled by the Lamb of God 
 

The Passover was not a conclusion but a commencement.  This was to be the 
“first of the year” (v.2) for the nation of Israel.  It was a “birthday” of the nation of 
Israel into the new life of God.  The Passover occurred on the eve of the 
Exodus.  It was eaten in haste, in readiness to travel (v. 11)!  In this way, 
Passover portrays that the Lamb of God launches us into a new life. 
 

How does all this related to our Communion celebration? 
 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is outlined in Exodus 12:14-20.  It provides an 
ongoing observance, following on the heels of Passover.  Whereas the lamb is 
the focus of Passover, Unleavened Bread highlights the yeast-free bread 
(leaven/yeast was a symbol of sin).  Taken together, the feasts of Passover and 
Unleavened Bread have contributed to the ongoing Christian observance of 
communion. 
 
Read Luke 22:1-22 to see how Jesus celebrated Passover and Unleavened 
Bread, and how He related these two feasts to His work on the cross. 
 
What is the implication of taking the bread at communion?  We are declaring 
that our lives our made new by Christ.  Read I Corinthians 5:7-8.  How should 
we “celebrate the feast”?  What kind of lifestyle reflects “unleavened living”? 
 
What is the implication of taking the cup at communion?  We are declaring that 
our redemption was purchased by Jesus’ shed blood.  Read I Peter 1:18-22 
 

Though not in Exodus 12 cups of wine became part of Passover.  By the 1
st
 Century four cups 

were used (see The Mystery of the Passover Cup).  See the phrases from Exodus 6:6-7 below: 

 Sanctification (kiddush) – “I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians” 

 Plagues (nagaph) – “I will deliver you from their bondage”   

 Redemption (geullah) – “I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm” 

 Praise (hallel) – “I will take you for My people and I will be your God” 

 

REFLECT 
 

Imagine yourself the first born or a parent on the night of that first Passover.  
Would you wonder…did we prepare the Passover just as God said?  Will He 
redeem us from the plague of death? The Israelites who placed their faith in 
God that night acted in trust and applied the blood. 

 

Wonderful, merciful Savior, precious Redeemer and Friend 
Who would have thought that a Lamb could rescue the souls of men 

You are the One that we praise, You are the One we adore 
You give the healing and grace, our hearts always hunger for 

http://jewsforjesus.org/newsletter-mar-2002/the-mystery-of-the-passover-cup/

