
Sunday, July 3, 2016 by Pastor Kevin Thiessen 
Ruth: Experiencing God’s Hand In Your Life #6 
 
Ruth 4:13-22 – God’s Hand in our Redemption  

The Descendants of Boaz 
13 So Boaz took Ruth into his home, and she became his wife. When he slept with her, the LORD enabled her to become 
pregnant, and she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women of the town said to Naomi, “Praise the LORD, who has now 
provided a redeemer for your family! May this child be famous in Israel. 15 May he restore your youth and care for 
you in your old age. For he is the son of your daughter-in-law who loves you and has been better to you than seven 
sons!”  

16 Naomi took the baby and cuddled him to her breast. And she cared for him as if he were her own. 17 The 
neighbor women said, “Now at last Naomi has a son again!” And they named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse 
and the grandfather of David.  

18 This is the genealogical record of their ancestor Perez:  

Perez was the father of Hezron.  
19 Hezron was the father of Ram.  
Ram was the father of Amminadab.  
20 Amminadab was the father of Nahshon.  
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.*  
21 Salmon was the father of Boaz.  
Boaz was the father of Obed.  
22 Obed was the father of Jesse.  
Jesse was the father of David.  

 

 
Acknowledgement: A very helpful resource among Barton’s commentaries on Ruth was a devotional book by Iain 
MacDonald entitled “The Gospel According to Ruth” – I’m grateful for a number of insights that were gleaned from 
MacDonald. 
 
I have the privilege of concluding what has been a rich series of messages from Pastor Barton on the book of Ruth.  
Today our focus will be on God’s hand in our redemption.  I’ve broken this message into the following as we seek to 
capture this theme of redemption.  First we will look at the symbol of redemption, secondly the cost of redemption, 
thirdly the blessing of redemption and then we’ll finish with some concluding remarks on the book of Ruth.  
Throughout this theme of redemption we will see and hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ clearly – and thus will spend 
time in both Ruth and appropriate New Testament passages. 
 
The Symbol of Redemption 
 
Ruth is like a symbol of the entire OT church…just as she came to her redeemer, and waited for the moment when 
he would make the transaction guaranteeing her security, so the OT waited for the moment when the great 
Redeemer would fulfill the work which God required him to do.  
 
Just as Ruth had a promise and pledge from Boaz, so the church in the Old Testament also received God’s promise 
and pledge that a redeemer would come, and in a future moment the great work would be done.  The difference is 
we can look back on a work to which Ruth looked forward. 
 
At the conclusion of Ruth 3, Naomi said to Ruth: “…the man (Boaz) will not rest but will settle the matter today.”  
The Gospel declares that our redeemer has indeed settled the matter (of our redemption and salvation).  We do 
not come to Christ anticipating that he will redeem; we come to one who has already said, “It is finished.”  
He has done all that is necessary in order to redeem.   Of course, this will do no good to us if we do not also come to 
the “threshing floor” to do business with God, confront and repent of our sin, and seek his forgiveness and salvation 
on the basis of that accomplished redemption.  
 



The great contribution of the book of Ruth to the theology of the Bible and the revelation of God’s salvation is that 
it sheds light on what it means to secure the services of a redeemer.  Ephesians 2 reminds us that we are by nature 
foreigners from the inheritance of Israel, God’s people.  By nature, we do not belong – we have no rights, no lot, no 
inheritance.  It is because of our poverty and our bankruptcy and our need that we require the work of a redeemer.  
 
Again and again throughout the Bible, God is portrayed as the redeemer of his people.  The great psalms of 
redemption shed light for us on the nature of the work of Christ; there is full redemption with him.  (Psalm 130:7 – 
“O Israel, hope in the LORD (Yahweh – God with us and for us)! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with 
him is plentiful redemption.”)  
 
He alone is the redeemer of the church. 
At the start of today’s passage - Ruth 4:13, we see Ruth and Boaz marry.  Their union is sealed.  In the closed 
relationship there is no more doubt or uncertainty.  The past is forgotten in the new and higher glory of the 
marriage union with Boaz.  But there can be no wedding unless there is redemption.   
 
People often complain about the cost of a wedding, and sometimes it certainly does seem absurd.  But how much 
does a wedding cost?  Now, we’re going to look at the cost of redemption through four lens – of the person, the 
place, the price, and the purpose. 
 
The Cost of Redemption - Person 
 
Though there are many fields, field owners and workers coming and going at the time of harvest, there is only one 
man who can provide the hope and security Ruth needs.  This point has been repeated over and over in this story. 
 
This is the same within the gospel – Jesus Christ does not share his position as Redeemer with any other.  Everyone 
who ever found salvation and liberty through the Gospel of Jesus found it because he became their everything.   
 
What was it about Boaz that gave encouragement to Ruth?  Again, at the conclusion of Ruth 3, it was the guarantee 
of Naomi that Boaz would not rest (Ruth 3:18) until the matter is settled.  Throughout Ruth the word rest is used 
three different ways.  In Ruth 1:9, when Naomi said to her daughters-in-law “The Lord grant that you may find 
rest” it simply meant a “place to stay.”  So Orpah went back to Moab and found a place to stay.  Ruth could not do 
that.  She wanted a deeper rest.  At Ruth 3:1, the word rest means a “place to stand.” It is used in the story of Noah 
when the dove came back with the leaf because she could find no rest – no standing place for her feet.  Now in Ruth 
3:18, we have another meaning – a place of quiet – where there in no more business to be done.  It signals that 
everything has been accomplished; there are no more words to be spoken, no more actions to be performed, 
everything has been finalized and settled.  Ruth found no rest in Moab.  Naomi wanted Ruth to find a place of 
standing in Israel, but that was impossible until Boaz rested from his labour as the redeemer of Ruth. 
 
We have this same picture in the Gospels – of Jesus Christ as one who would not rest until he had done all that was 
required for his people and their salvation.  As sinners, we have no standing in the presence of God.  Throughout 
his life, Jesus was restless to perform the work that he was given to accomplish.  (Luke 12:50 & Matthew 16:21-23)  
It was the unmistakable emphasis of his ministry. 
 
As Iain MacDonald stated, “There is a must about all of Christ’s work, a compulsion and a necessity that comes to 
focus at last in the garden of Gethsemane…there is no avoiding the cup, no distraction from it nor dilution of it.” 
(The Gospel According to Ruth, 107) Jesus took on the unmitigated, undiluted, unmixed wrath of God in full.  He 
would not rest until he had secured the ransom price for his church. 
 
The Cost of Redemption - Place 
 
Now what about the place of redemption - where did Boaz go to redeem?  He went to the gate of the city, and he 
gathered there with the elders of the city, who met there to transact the business of the city.  It was at the gate of 
the city that all the official business was conducted and was contracted. 
 



He could not redeem Ruth in private.  The law would not allow him to do so.  It needed to be done in full view of the 
elders of the city at the city gate.  This is the greatest contrast of the book of Ruth – between the place to which 
Ruth came, and the place to which Boaz came.  Ruth could come to her redeemer in the quiet of midnight, when no 
other eye could see; and in the privacy of that meeting, she received from Boaz the pledge and the undertaking of 
his redemptive work. 
 
But in order to redeem, Boaz had to go in the light of the morning sun to the gate of the city, and present himself to 
the elders.  So, it is not insignificant that in the New Testament - the writer of Hebrews says of our great Redeemer 
that ‘in order to sanctify the people with his blood, he suffered outside the gate’ (Hebrews 13:12).  That is where he 
went – he could not die in private.  Eyes had to be on him when he redeemed his church.   
 
Boaz went to the elders to do for Ruth what she could not do for herself, and in order to transact business that 
would secure hope and blessing for her.  He goes as her representative, in her place.  If you were to ask Boaz at this 
time - Who are you thinking of? What are you thinking of? – it would be undoubtedly RUTH.   
 
Similarly, what would happen if we uncovered the heart of Christ?  What would we see?  We would see his 
bride – his beloved.  He is not thinking of himself.  He is thinking of the church he came to redeem.   The church 
was powerless to save itself.  We are powerless to save ourselves.  Galatians 2:20 reminds us – “He loved me and 
that’s why he gave himself.” 
 
Throughout this series we’ve learned about the concept of “Hesed” – not only grace – but more.  Boaz doesn’t just 
redeem Ruth, he also redeems property in order to provide security for her.  Grace upholds the demands and 
dignity of the law.   Boaz comes to the gates of the city where justice is upheld.  Boaz may have been one of the 
elders himself – he certainly cut a large and important figure in Bethlehem at this time.  However, it is only in terms 
of the law of God that redemption can be affected.   
 
In the same way, the Lord Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Savior, does not secure our pardon except on the grounds 
of righteousness.  He has upheld God’s law, he has made it honorable; and, what is more, every claim that the law of 
God ever made upon us he has satisfied by upholding all that it required.  He has not simply wiped out my debts – it 
would be no Gospel for me to be told all my debts had simply been overlooked or somehow forgotten.  No, the 
Gospel says that he has actually paid them and upheld righteousness.   Boaz shows favor to Ruth on the basis of 
righteousness at the city gates – but he does so once and for all.  Boaz is here so that Ruth will not need to come 
here.  He is here in order to secure the redemption once – for all time.  Once there has been a transaction, there 
is no possibility of retraction.   
 
The glory of the Gospel is that what was done was done once and for all.  Jesus went to the cross and offered an 
unrepeated and unrepeatable offering to deal with our sins in the presence of God. 
 
The Cost of Redemption - Price 
 
Now, as we saw last week, there was a price – and it was dear.  We learned that there was another – who was 
qualified, and willing to buy the land – but he saw the cost of marriage to Ruth and raising up a family in the name 
of Elimilech and his son Mahlon as too steep a cost.  He didn’t want to impede or share his own family’s inheritance.  
The inheritance of Ruth’s land may cause issues for his own children – as he would be having more children with 
Ruth that he would have to divide up.   
 
Just as Boaz did have a contender for Ruth, there are many contenders out to obtain control of our lives and souls, 
but every one of them will fall short in comparison to our Redeemer.  In Mark 10:45, it tells us that Jesus came not 
to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.  Jesus uses these images and categories of 
redemption for interpreting his own life and mission.  The rest and security that his people need can only be 
provided upon payment of a sufficient ransom.   
 
Less than the giving of himself was not sufficient.  More than the giving of himself was not required.  Christ has paid 
the price which redeems and releases a soul from sin. 
 



The Cost of Redemption – Purpose 
 
Finally, what was the purpose?  He buys all the land,  and Ruth for his wife.  He redeems her to be his bride, not so 
that she will remain a Moabitess, but so that she will come into the family of the covenant people of God.  He 
redeems in order to marry, and when he marries Ruth, the Moabitess is no more.  Ruth is his, his alone.  Love has 
found a way to wipe out every trace of the past, and to wipe tears away forever.  Ruth has become an heiress 
of God and a joint-heir with Boaz of all the promises God covenanted to his people.  She has truly been born again. 
 
The Blessing of Redemption 
 
Redemption represented a purpose of grace that was secured on the ground of law and was upheld by law.   Jesus 
Christ has done his great work of redemption – for the salvation of his people – by rendering complete obedience 
to the law of God.  In doing so, all the debts of the people, all the law-breaking, all the sins that they had ever 
committed have been taken to the cross, to the place of law and judgment.  There is no more condemnation to 
those who are in Christ Jesus. 
 
More than redemption – in this passage we see blessing.  Ruth came to Bethlehem as a widow, and as a stranger in 
a strange land.  But through Boaz, fields were opened to her and his riches secured her redemption – both for 
inheritance and for marriage and inclusion into the covenant people of God.   
 
There is a great contrast between the house Ruth left, and the house into which she came.  All that belonged to her 
is now truly past; all things have become new because Ruth has entered into a new house, into the house of Boaz. 
 
To know the blessing of God is to leave one home in order to enter another.  As Colossians 1:13-14 states, “He has 
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  A Christian is a person who has discovered the blessing letting go of their old 
life and embracing the new life found in Jesus, the old ties are dissolved, and a new home and inheritance is to be 
enjoyed. 
 
The Gospel of Ruth is a gospel of redeeming love, which brings the stranger in, and which unites those in 
greatest need to one who can meet the need and make all things new.  Covenant blessings become Ruth’s 
because she is brought into Boaz’s family. 
 
The book of Ruth is rooted in the bonding of two hearts – it’s a love story.  But its’ theological significance is far 
deeper.  We need to grasp that our relationships, romantic or otherwise, can only be fulfilling, as we know the 
blessing of God upon them.  We need to seek the blessing of God on our homes, families, marriages and 
relationships.  The pillars of divine love built the house of Israel.  They must be the foundation of our homes and 
families too. 
 
Yet beyond our immediate relationships, we are also a part of a greater family, of which our homes and our families 
are but a faint shadow.  The marriage of Christ and the church is the marriage – foreshadowed and modeled by 
the marriage of Boaz and Ruth – and brought to clarity in the New Testament.  The whole of Scripture shows us, the 
church as the gathered bride of Christ. (Revelation 21:9) 
 
The house that is the church is also built on pillars of love – on the foundation of God’s love in Christ for his own 
people, a love that is eternal and unchangeable.  In Jeremiah 31:3 we hear the words and promise of God to his 
people, “I have loved you with an everlasting love, therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.”  
 
Genesis 29:20 reminds us that Jacob served seven years willingly for Rachel, but the years seemed like days 
because of his love for her.  Boaz also paid a steep price for Ruth, but both are nothing in comparison to Christ’s 
love for the church seen at Calvary when Jesus gave his own life for his bride.  The church of Jesus Christ is built on 
the pillar of his incomparable love for his own people.    
 
The salvation and inheritance he purchased for us is the blessing of redemption. 
 



Concluding Remarks in the Book of Ruth – Providence and Redemption 
 
It is a principle in the word of God that God’s thoughts are higher than ours.  His ways are not our ways.  He is 
sovereign in the affairs of men, and is able to over-rule even the most base of our actions for his own glory.  We see 
this throughout the OT – when God’s choice was not the typical.  Despite fallen humans using deception, betrayal 
and bad intentions for their own purposes, God was able to over-rule their actions and continue to work out his 
providential purposes and plan.  There are examples of this alluded to in Ruth, such as Tamar (whose story is 
found in Genesis 38) – who when having twins Zerah reached out first, but retracted his hand and Perez was 
actually the first-born and received the birthright.  Though Esau was the first born to Isaac, Jacob received the 
birthright and became the father of the nation of Israel.  Though Reuben was Jacob’s first born, Judah was the 
chosen son through whom God would provide the redeemer.   
 
God is sovereign and deliberate.   
 
In Ruth 4 when the elders pray they are praying for a house that is marked by God.  This house is characterized as 
being under his blessing, in which the purpose of his grace is executed, and his will for the salvation of men 
accomplished.  In the New Testament, this was the apostle Paul’s great hope and assurance, that God had chosen 
the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, the weak things to shame the strong, the lowly and despised of 
the world to nullify the things that are high and praised. (I Corinthians 1:27-29) 
 
External symbols and marks are not enough.  Yet, what a blessing it is when the external symbols of our faith – 
those of baptism and the Lord’s Supper – correspond to a living reality in our hearts. 
 
Have you come into the household of Christ?  If not, know that this is where you’ll find the blessings of His 
redemption – of His love – of His salvation – of His eternal inheritance. 
 
In Ruth 4:13 we read that, “The Lord gave her conception.” – It underlines for us that the gift of life is the Lord’s 
to give.  He gave conception; and as he did so, he continued to unfold his purposes of grace deep inside the body of 
Ruth. 
 
Soon the house of Boaz is filled not just with the song of redemption but with the cry of a child.  A new day has 
dawned, and the hope of Israel is focused on this one child.  His name is Obed and we know little about him, except 
that he brought great consolation and comfort to Naomi in her old age, and that he was the grandfather of King 
David.  Both Matthew and Luke remind us of Obed’s place in the genealogy of Christ.  God’s purposes are fulfilled 
and realized; famines do not thwart them, and accidents of birth do not hinder them.  Personal sins do not 
change their course.  
 
God’s purposes focus on the son born to Ruth and Boaz – the son given the name ‘servant’.  But ultimately they 
focus on Ruth’s greater son – who took the form of a servant. (Philippians 2:7)  The one who is both Son of God and 
Son of Man, whose right it is to be served, came to this world, not to exercise his right or stand on his privilege, but 
to serve. (Matthew 20:28)  Jesus Christ is Boaz and Obed in one – he redeems because he is a servant.   As it 
says in Matthew 26:29 – not my will, but yours be done.  He came to earth, and took on human flesh, so that he 
could fulfill the will of His Father. 
 
It is in his service to God that he redeems us.  (Is 9:6) He does all this is required to be done for our salvation and 
for the redemption of God’s elect people.   
 
In Ruth 4:17 the neighborhood women proclaim, “There is a son born to Naomi.”  Isn’t it interesting that Naomi is 
the featured character in the closing scene, not Ruth or Boaz?  Ruth is more to Naomi than seven sons it tells us in 
verse 15, which is all the more striking because male children were the ultimate, and seven being a supreme 
tribute as proverbial for a perfect family. 
 
Now maybe the women came because they knew her better, or because they knew she needed the encouragement 
more than Ruth did – for Ruth was now married.  The women had noticed that Moab had turned Naomi’s hair grey.  
It had left scars on her face and in her heart.  They didn’t even recognize her when she came back saying, “Call me 



Mara.  The Lord has dealt bitterly with me.” But Ruth’s son was to be a restorer of Naomi’s life and now she can say, 
“Call me not Mara.  Call me Naomi.”  The embittered Mara had gone and the contented Naomi was here to stay.  
“Blessed be the Lord.” Consistently we have seen throughout the book of Ruth – the women ascribe what has 
happened to the hand of the Lord.  The author focuses on the story – not on the divine happenings – it is basic to 
him that God is over all men and all things, and that he brings his plans to pass.  Naomi now had a family again – 
she was loved and she had a recognizable place – and the baby in a sense symbolized it all. 
 
Unlikely as it seemed to Naomi earlier, the blessing of God was evident on her life.  God promises that though our 
outward man perishes, the inward man is renewed day by day.  So it is with Naomi, and so it will be for all of God’s 
people – she, and we, have a hope for the future.  Grace will keep, guard, protect and guide us toward that future.  
None will perish that put their trust in the Redeemer – Jesus Christ.  Naomi now has her kinsman redeemer – and 
as declared in verse 14, his name has indeed become famous!  
 
GENEALOGY 
 
Last week Barton mentioned that we would talk about the prayer of the elders and the reference to Perez.  Perez 
links Ruth back to the history of the patriarchs – as the son of Judah and Tamar.  As mentioned earlier, the story of 
Ruth embraces the whole OT history – the tremendously rich anticipatory era, in which God was working in the 
history of the world to prepare the way for the Messiah. 
 
The story of Ruth is the OT mini – the story of sin and its effects, the story of grace and its effects, the intimation of 
the blessings of the covenant upon God’s chosen people and his faithfulness to them. 
 
Above all it tells of the opening of a door by which Gentiles, strangers and foreigners can become fellow-
citizens with the saints.   
 
It also reminds us that the God who does all of this, focuses his attention on the coming of a Son, for Jesus Christ is 
the Son of David and the Son of Ruth.  The book of Ruth is a perfect compliment to the book of Judges, which tells 
the story of the era in which Ruth’s story is set.  Judges may have ended with the statement that there was no king 
in Israel in those days; but Ruth ends with the name of David, God’s chosen king.   
 
When Christ absorbs the wrath of God that we deserved, God never aims at our destruction but only at our holy, 
eternal happiness.  The painful things that come into our lives are not described by God as accidental or as out of 
control.  This would be no comfort.  That God cannot stop a germ or a car or a bullet or a demon is not good news; it is 
not the news of the Bible. 
 
God can.  And ten thousand times he does.  But when he doesn’t he has his reasons.  And in Christ Jesus they are all 
loving.  The story of Ruth is in the Bible to prepare us for bitter providences by showing us again and again that God is 
doing a thousand things that we do not know. And they are meant for good. (Piper, A Sweet and Bitter Providence, 
136-137) 
  


