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“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ” (1Cor 1:3)!
In the midst of this season of Lent, we are preparing our hearts for
Easter. We focus on our spiritual life in Christ Jesus, our relationship
with the Holy Trinity, and our outward call to be God’s people. This is
not an easy task in the midst of what is going on in the world right
now, however even though we are in the midst of an international
health crisis, our faith and our hope still remains.

Leaders and staff of St. John’s met Sunday after services to discuss
the current situation, what actions we need to take, and how we can
sustain our call to be church during this time. The preschool follows the Shikellamy School District
schedule and thus was closed as of Friday for at least the next two weeks. As I write this newsletter,
Pennsylvania Governor Wolfe has announced the recommended closing of all non-essential
businesses and services throughout the state. Therefore St. John’s will be cancelling worship
services and suspending other activities at least through the end of March.
We cannot forget though that we are the church and are called to care for people in need. With that in
mind, we encourage you to communicate with us in the event that you or your family becomes ill or if
you are in need of things and do not have access to them. We can assist with getting things to you
and including you in our prayers! Additionally, I will be keeping in touch with those that live in facilities
or are homebound with phone calls.
We will continue to be church together even when we are in separate locations. Included in this
month’s messenger are materials to help you Worship Where You Are. I have included resources
for scripture reflection, prayers, and worship that you can use during this time when we cannot be
together. I will also be posting messages and reflections regularly on our Facebook page at St. John’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church and on our website http://www.stjohnslutherannorry.org . We will also
be communicating updates via email, and mail over the coming weeks.
May the love of Christ sustain you, suppress your fear, and fill you with hope!
Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and shield.
Our heart is glad in him, Because we trust in his holy name
Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
Psalm 33:20-22
Blessings,

Karla
Vicar Karla S. Leiby
Cell (570)854-3919

Worship Where You Are
There are many ways to worship from home. You can gather with others in the household or be in
solitude. Either way, consider opening with prayer, much like our communal gathering during church
services.
Next, read from the Bible. Consider using the daily lectionary which contains three readings.
Consider a time for music, either aloud or in your heart. You might sing a favorite hymn or praise
song, play an instrument, or music from an electronic device. If children are present, invited them to
sing a song from Sunday School as well.
Offer prayers for loved ones and others throughout our world who are in need. Consider using the
ELCA Prayer Ventures for this month to help guide your prayers.
To conclude your worship, say the Lord’s Prayer.

Prayer
Pray together or in solitude:
- Use the ELCA Prayer Ventures to guide your prayers (enclosed)
- Offer your own prayers of the heart. No need to worry about getting the words just right, simply
pray what’s on your heart at this time.
- Pray through a church directory or address book. Each day offer prayers for a different group
of people from your document of names.
- Pray through movement. Pray before you exercise, offering thanks to God for your health and
abilities. When you have completed your exercise offer another prayer.

Prayers by Martin Luther
Morning Prayer
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this
night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.
Evening Prayer
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept
me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands, I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Prayer Journal
Consider using one of the following prompts to start a prayer journal or write whatever comes into
your heart. One might consider opening this time with silence or a prayer to God for guidance.
-

Write your own Psalm. Read a few Psalms or use the Daily Lectionary to help guide your
writing theme.
Write a letter to God.
Write a prayer of blessing for a loved one.

-

Write a prayer for “the least of these” (Matthew 25:40), in which you write a prayer for those
with extenuating needs during this time.
Write about a “God Moment” in which you experienced God’s presence in your life.

Be Community at a Distance
Remember to call, text, or email friends and family. Discuss Bible readings, pray together over the
phone, and offer support through the use of communication devices.

Engage in Digital Online Worship
Engage with a live streaming worship on either facebook or youtube, here are some suggestions:
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lewisburg provides recordings of their services at:
https://christlutheranlewisburg.org/worship-service-bulletins/
Check out St. John’s facebook page - St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church for spiritual messages
from Vicar Karla and others! Also visit the church website at http://www.stjohnslutherannorry.org for
additional resources, children’s activities for home and digital events.
For great ideas for children, visit Camp Mount Luther’s site:
http://www.campmountluther.org/coronavirus/?fbclid=IwAR2YmhRf4H7LYnGTktEYjeJd42qPp59q6nx
VjDRPuFVr00tSggVYgPGf0MU
Consider using an App, such as YouVersion or Bible Gateway for Bible reading plans as well as
access to various translations of the Bible.

ELCA Prayer Ventures 2020
Downloaded from http://ELCA.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
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20 God is good and great and the creator of all that exists. Sing praises to the Lord and make a joyful
noise to the rock of our salvation.
21 Praise God that we will be changed inside and out by God’s love “poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit.” Pray that the love and reconciliation we have received from God through Jesus Christ
will transform us to be passionate witnesses, disciples and bearers of the gospel for all who long for
good news and hope.
22 Give thanks that God equips us and uses our unique abilities and gifts to care for the physical and
spiritual needs of our neighbor. Ask God to grant us courage, patience and confidence in the gospel
when we experience resistance, anger or condemnation in response to our advocacy and acts of
compassion and justice.
23 Pray that our church’s understanding of the theology and practice of accompaniment will deepen
as we walk together with Lutheran, ecumenical and interfaith sisters and brothers around the world.

24 Óscar Arnulfo Romero (1917-1980), bishop of El Salvador Bishop Romero was assassinated for
his courageous, gospel-driven work and his advocacy for human dignity, social justice and the rights
of the poor and marginalized. Give thanks for his witness and impact and for those in the church and
society who continue to fight for justice and the interests of people in Central America.
25 In Jesus Christ we have a loving shepherd and a guiding light who walks with us in the dark
moments and places of our lives. Give praise and thanks to God!
26 Remember in prayer congregations and communities that are preparing for spring and summer
storms and living with the uncertainty of what this year will bring. Pray that God will protect them,
equip them to respond and calm their anxiety.
27 Praise God for spring and its abundant signs of new life, which prompt us to remember the good
things God has given us to tend, share and use.
28 Pray that, as “children of light,” we will grow in our understanding of what pleases God ― lives full
of light and shining with everything that is good, right and true.
29 Ask God to help us trust that our actions, words, witness, relationships and service can and will
accomplish wonderful and sometimes miraculous things in the world. Pray that, in all we do, we will
act with humility so that our lives point not to our own abilities and accomplishments but to the power
and love of God.
30 Ask God’s forgiveness for the times when, turning our attention to the breaking news of the day,
we forget the masses of refugees in the world. Pray that, through our prayers, generosity,
compassion and advocacy, we will be inseparably bound to those refugees who, displaced from their
homes and communities, yearn to be welcome, respected, safe and settled.
31 Remember in prayer those congregations, synods, leaders and churchwide staff preparing for
synod assemblies this year. Pray that the Spirit will guide and inspire their plans for the sake of doing
God’s work in the world, spreading the good news of Christ and growing the church.
APRIL
1 Give thanks for laughter, smiles, joy and humor today! Praise God for humor that lifts our spirits and
provides us an unexpected doorway to reflect on social issues that are difficult to ponder or discuss.
2 Pray for God’s blessings upon the ELCA’s Arab and Middle Eastern Ministries, which serve our
neighbors and strengthen the church through evangelical outreach, advocacy, social ministry,
ecumenical and interfaith relations, leadership development and affirming the dignity and worth of
Arab and Middle Eastern people and their cultures.
3 The season of Lent can seem dark, muted and immersed in thoughts of our human weaknesses
and failings. But along the way, remember to give thanks for the good news and hope found in our
journey to the cross and in the life-giving miracle of Jesus’ resurrection.
4 Give thanks for bishops, staff, volunteers and leaders who serve in our synods across the country.
Pray that the Spirit will strengthen and encourage them for service in the diverse contexts to which
God has called them.
5 Palm Sunday Some people describe our times as post-Christian, an era in which Christ has little
meaning, influence or relevance. Pray for the Spirit to be present and diligent in our lives and in the

world, rekindling faith in Jesus Christ, the son of God, our Savior, the light and hope for humankind
that holds true throughout time and changing cultures.
6 “How precious is your steadfast love, O God!” Give thanks and praise for God’s love and mercy
washing over us and providing us refuge.
7 Pray that we will be guided by the spirit, manner and example of Jesus to be humble and gracious
in our faith, service and lives.
8 Total Inclusion! Widening the Welcome at ELCA Outdoor Ministries is a collaboration between the
ELCA churchwide organization and Lutheran Outdoor Ministries, the association of camps and retreat
centers affiliated with the ELCA. Pray that this new program will equip and empower outdoor ministry
organizations and leaders as they move toward more intentional welcome of people who historically
have been marginalized in the church and society ― especially people of color, people with
disabilities and people who identify as LGBTQIA+.
9 Remember in prayer all who despair, suffer or long for liberation, love and redemption.
10 Good Friday As we tell and retell the story of Jesus’ life, suffering, death and resurrection, pray
that we will see the cross as a vivid symbol and reminder of God’s amazing love for us, a life-giving
gift given to us in Jesus Christ that is meant to be shared through words, actions and imagery that
inspire faith today.
11 The living word of God in Jesus Christ breaks through every barrier and border, shines light
wherever there is darkness and bridges every rift and difference in humankind ― real or imagined.
Give praise and thanks to God!
12 Easter Sunday This is the day we eagerly anticipated, a day of celebration and joyous mystery ―
the resurrection of Jesus Christ! Shout praise and glory to God for saving us and setting us free to
live as children of God and share the good news with the world.

Easter Flowers
Last day to place your order for Easter
Flowers – Sunday March 22.
Order forms are available in the church office or
you may also call your order in to the church office
and mail in payment.
Flowers will adorn the altar on Easter. Everyone
is asked to please pick up flowers following the
10:15 service.

Dinner Church, March 22
Daffodils outside the church office door.

has been
postponed. Watch for our next scheduled
fellowship meal.

Daffodils are a symbol of rebirth and new
beginnings. Also known as the Lent Lily.

Reminder – items for the 40 Days of Lent

Where flowers bloom so does hope.
Lady Bird Johnson

Collection need to be brought to the church by
April 5th. Donations will be divided among last
year’s Mitten Tree Families and Haven Ministry.

Holy Week Schedule
Please join us!
Palm Sunday Maundy
Thursday
Sunday, April 5
8:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

Good Friday

Thursday, April 9
7:00 p.m.

Items for the Rummage Sale may be dropped off
on the stage in Fellowship Hall beginning April 1
during normal office hours and on Sunday
mornings. Please- we only need saleable
merchandise – no garbage. No electronics,
tvs or exercise bikes.

Friday, April 10
7:00 p.m.

In memory of
Loved Ones
By
Deborah Bright

& BAKE SALE

Saturday, April 25
8:00 a.m.-Noon

In memory of
Shirley McCreary
By
Barb Moyer
Esterlene & Robert Yerger

Please note the date is subject to change
due to COVID-19. If need be the rummage
and bake sale will be postponed until a
future date.

CHURCH FINANCE REPORT
February Income
Year to Date

ACTUAL
$13,142.58
28,173.45

BUDGET
$18,651.16
37,502.32

February Expenses
Year to Date

$16,393.27
30,067.21

$20,963.67
41,278.34

February
Year to Date

Sunday, April 12
6:00 a.m. - Sunrise
10:15 a.m.

Thursday & Friday
April 23 & 24
8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Memorials Received

Income Less Expenses

Easter

- $3,250.69
- 1,893.76

MEMBERS Jim Hoffman;
Mary Rogers; Rick Smeltz
PRAYER REQUEST:
Ginger Ward; Shirley Hill;
David Bartholomew; Mark
Bartholomew; John Brown; Leslie Walter; Jane
Ramer; Sherry Metzler; Betsy Smeltz; Scott
Yorty; Bob Hynick; Ronald Neitz; Ed Auman;
Billy Lewis; Beulah Reynolds; Kim Metzler;
Marti Row; Joan Rebuck; Marlyn Deihl.
HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS
Esther Stamm; Teresa Meisinger; Doug
Manning; Connie Lahr; David Hauck; Millie
Lennon Blyth; Elaine Kohl; Eleanor Williamson;
Bart Bartholomew; Frances Brouse; Caroline
Hoffman; Nickolas Chiarkas; Tina Pontius;
Shirley Gautsch: Nancy Hendricks; John
Hendricks; Peg Feaster; Dixie Wagner; William
Wagner; Elsie Mae Meehan; Sally Lewis; Arlet
Hummel; Phyllis Gordon; Mike Payne; Carol
Diehl; Betty Yerg; Harold Billman; Margaret
Rantz; Joyce Shearer; Flora Fulmer; Carol
Wilks
Pray for our military
Colton Brouse; Logan Brouse; Kale Gallo;
Wyatt Kohl, Russell Haddon III

March 23
March 24
March 25
March 26
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 30
March 31
April 1
April 2
April 3
April 4
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 8
April 9
April 10
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 18

1 Peter 4:7
1 Peter 4:8-9
Luke 1:26-38
1 Peter 4:9-11
1 Peter 4:12-13
1 Peter 4:14-19
1 Peter 5:1-5
1 Peter 5:6-9
1 Peter 5:10-14
John 1:29-34
John 2:13-22
John 3:1-15
John 3:16-21
John 4:4-26
Acts 13:26-33
John 1:14-18
Matthew 6:7-18
Matthew 26:26-29
Matthew 27:15-66
Romans 10:1-10
Matthew 28
Ephesians 1:1-10
Philippians 2:12-13
Timothy 2:8-13
Acts 20:32-35
Luke 2:29-32
John 1:26-34

NEWS FROM KATE’S KUPBOARD
On February 15th Kate’s Kupboard was open for the monthly give away. We had some new volunteers
and also some new faces passing through the line.
We gave away the following items: 206 Bottles of Laundry Detergent; 163 Bottles of Pine Glo;
163 Scrubbies; 228 Bags of Groceries. 163 People passed thru our doors and we helped 584 people
At the Baby Station we gave away: 5,572 Diapers; 182 Packs of Baby Wipes; 128 Other Assorted Baby
Items. We helped 75 babies and 1 adult
The TOTAL cost for this giveaway was$ 3,425.77: Household items:$396.71; Groceries:$ 2,090.76
Baby station:$913.80; Adult Products:$24.50
Thank you to ALL the volunteers who helped with this Kate’s Kupboard in any way.
One lady showed up at the Baby Station for the first time. She was so happy that she was able to get
diapers. She thought preregistration was required and she had not done that. She answered our few
questions and left with diapers and a smile on her face!

Date

Lector

Greeters

Communion
Assistants

Bread

Brenda Herbert
David Herbert

Nancy Erdley

Teresa & Lee
Miller

Mary Dunkelberger
Barb Moyer

Nancy Erdley

Ginny Butler &
Trish Long

Nancy Erdley
Mike Erdley

Karen Smeltz

April 5
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM
April 5
Palm Sunday
10:15 AM
April 9
Maundy
Thursday
7:00 PM
April 10
Good Friday
7:00 PM

Ginny Butler

Maryann Berry &
Bonnie Berry

April 19
8:00 AM
April 19
10:15 AM

Julie Shearer

Jacki & Brian
Cunningham

April 26
8:00 AM

April 26
10:15 AM

Dean Siemsen

Teresa Miller
Gloria Auman
Judy Hoffman
Trish Long
Eric Shearer
George Shearer
Owen White
Bonnie Berry
Bob Berry

Blaine Shaffer

April 12
Easter Sunrise
6:00 AM
April 12
Easter
10:15 AM

Ushers

Nancy & Mike
Erdley

Mindy Sawyer
Madalynn Sawyer

Cindy Manning

Trish Long
Ginny Butler

Cindy Manning

David Herbert
Brenda Herbert

Carol Diehl

Brian Cunningham
Barb Moyer

Carol Diehl

Bill Troutman
Barb Moyer

Teresa Miller

Dean Siemsen
Blaine Shaffer

Teresa Miller

Brian Cunningham
Jacki Cunningham
Trey Cunningham
Jen Long
Lee Miller
Ron Snyder
Todd Deans
Larry Redington

Kobe Swanger
Owen White
George Shearer
Danny Lehman

Frank Hoffman
Greg Morton
Don Steele

Crucifer/
Acolyte

Lucas
Dunkelberger

Torchbearer

Sound
System

Owen White

Janna Berry

Logan
McAllister
Mason
McAllister

Brian
Cunningham

Lucas
Dunkelberger

Bob Berry

Janna Berry

Mike Erdley

Elizabeth
Bierly

Brian
Cunningham

April 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

Lent Bible Study, Soup &
Sandwich Lunch 11:00 a.m.
Girl Scouts
6:00 p.m.
Praise Choir
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts
Al anon
Worship & Music

Friday

3

Saturday

4

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Priestley Library Book
Collection
9:30-11:00 a.m.

Begin dropping off rummage

5 Palm Sunday

6

Worship w/Comm.
Sunday School
Worship w/Comm.

Finance
Cub Scouts

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

7
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

AA

8.m.
7:00 p.m.

Praise Choir

12 Easter

13

Sunrise Worship w/Comm.
Sunday School
Worship w/Comm.

Cub Scouts

14
7:00 p.m.

AA

9 Maundy Thursday

10

Senior Choir
10:00 a.m.
Lent Bible Study, Soup &
Sandwich Lunch 11:00 a.m.
Girl Scouts
6:00 p.m.

Messenger deadline
2:30 p.m.
Girl Scouts
6:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Service
With Communion
7:00 p.m.
Al anon
7:00 p.m.

Good Friday Service
7:00 p.m.

15

16

17

Girl Scouts

7:00 p.m.

6:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

Fold Messenger
Girl Scouts
Council

6:00 p.m

9:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts
Al anon

Good Friday

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

11

18
Kate’s Kupboard
9-11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall reserved

Senior Choir

19

20

Worship w/Comm.
Sunday School
Worship w/Comm.

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

21
AA

Cub Scouts

7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

27

Worship w/Comm.
Sunday School
Worship w/Comm.
Senior Choir

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

23

Senior Choir
10:00 a.m.
Girl Scouts
6:00 p.m.
BSA Reglious Comm. 7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts
Al anon

Set Up Rummage Sale 8:00-?

Every Voice Choir

26

22

Cub Scouts

28
7:00 p.m.

AA

29
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts
Praise Choir

24
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Rummage & Bake
Sale
8:00 a.m.-Noon

Rummage & Bake Sale 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

30
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

25

Girl Scouts
Al anon

May 1
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

2
Priestley Library Book
Collection
9:30-11:00 a.m.
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Sundays at St. John’s
8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
9:00 a.m. Sunday School (Pre-K through 6th, & Catechism)
10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion

Church Office Hours

Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Fri 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Karla Leiby, Vicar
William J. Jacavage, Director of Music

