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St. Matthew Anglican Church
St. Thomas Anglican Church

Home Prayers
A Form of Prayer for Groups or Families

A candle or candles placed on the table or in the worship area may be lit. A cross and flowers by the
candle on the table is appropriate. 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts. WE DWELL IN HIM AND HE IN US.
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name; MAKE KNOWN HIS DEEDS AMONG THE PEOPLES.

Sing to him, sing praises to him, AND SPEAK OF ALL HIS MARVELLOUS WORKS.
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God almighty; WHO WAS AND IS AND IS TO COME!

Opening: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds CP 620

How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,
And drives away our fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole,
And calms the troubled breast;
'Tis manna to the hungry soul,
And to the weary, rest.

Dear name! The rock on which I build,
My shield and hiding place,
My never failing treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace.
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Jesus, my shepherd, brother, friend,
O prophet, priest and king,
My Lord, my life, my way, my end,
Accept the praise I bring.

Weak is the effort of my heart,
And cold my warmest thought;
But when I see thee as thou art,
I'll praise Thee as I ought.

The Collect

God beyond all seeing and knowing, WE MEET YOU IN THE NIGHT OF CHANGE AND CRISIS AND WRESTLE

WITH YOU IN DARKNESS AND DOUBT. GIVE US THE WILL AND SPIRIT TO LIVE FAITHFULLY AND TO LOVE AS WE

ARE LOVED, THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, YOUR SON.  AMEN.  

Song of Praise:  I Will Praise You, Lord     CP 340

Praise, I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart.
O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, and glorify your name.
Praise, I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart.
In You I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia!

Love, I will love you, Lord, with all my heart.
O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, and glorify your name.
Love, I will love you, Lord, with all my heart.
In You I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia!

Serve, I will serve you, Lord, with all my heart.
O God, I will tell the wonders of your ways, and glorify your name.
Serve, I will serve you, Lord, with all my heart.
In You I will find the source of all my joy. Alleluia!

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading: Deb Edwards Ecclesiastes 8:1-17

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes, 

Who is like the wise man?  And who knows the interpretation of a thing?
Wisdom makes one’s face shine, and the hardness of one’s countenance is changed.

Keep the king’s command because of your sacred oath. Do not be terrified; go from his presence, do
not delay when the matter is unpleasant, for he does whatever he pleases. For the word of the king is
powerful, and who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ Whoever obeys a command will meet no
harm, and the wise mind will know the time and way. For every matter has its time and way, although
the troubles of mortals lie heavy upon them. Indeed, they do not know what is to be, for who can tell
them how it will be? No one has power over the wind to restrain the wind, or power over the day of
death; there is no discharge from the battle, nor does wickedness deliver those who practise it. All
this I observed, applying my mind to all that is done under the sun, while one person exercises
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authority over another to the other’s hurt.

Then I saw the wicked buried; they used to go in and out of the holy place, and were praised in the
city where they had done such things. This also is vanity. Because sentence against an evil deed is
not executed speedily, the human heart is fully set to do evil. Though sinners do evil a hundred times
and prolong their lives, yet I know that it will be well with those who fear God, because they stand in
fear before him, but it will not be well with the wicked, neither will they prolong their days like a
shadow, because they do not stand in fear before God.

There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people who are treated according
to the conduct of the wicked, and there are wicked people who are treated according to the conduct
of the righteous. I said that this also is vanity. So I commend enjoyment, for there is nothing better for
people under the sun than to eat, and drink, and enjoy themselves, for this will go with them in their
toil through the days of life that God gives them under the sun.

When I applied my mind to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done on earth, how one’s
eyes see sleep neither day nor night, then I saw all the work of God, that no one can find out what is
happening under the sun. However much they may toil in seeking, they will not find it out; even
though those who are wise claim to know, they cannot find it out.

Hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to us today: THANKS BE TO GOD!

Psalm 17:1-7, 15      Deb Edwards   

1  Hear my plea of innocence, O Lord; give heed to my cry; listen to my prayer, which does not come
from lying lips.

2  LET MY VINDICATION COME FORTH FROM YOUR PRESENCE; LET YOUR EYES BE FIXED ON JUSTICE.

3  Weigh my heart, summon me by night, melt me down; you will find no impurity in me.

4  I GIVE NO OFFENCE WITH MY MOUTH AS OTHERS DO; I HAVE HEEDED THE WORDS OF YOUR LIPS.

5  My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; in your paths my feet shall not stumble.

6  I CALL UPON YOU, O GOD, FOR YOU WILL ANSWER ME; INCLINE YOUR EAR TO ME AND HEAR MY WORDS.

7  Show me your marvellous loving-kindness, O Saviour of those who take refuge at your side
from those who rise up against them.

15 BUT AT MY VINDICATION I SHALL SEE YOUR FACE; WHEN I AWAKE, I SHALL BE SATISFIED, BEHOLDING

YOUR LIKENESS.

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING IS NOW

AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.

Children’s Talk Fr. Allen Doerksen

Gradual: Go to the World      CP 598 

Go to the world! Go into all the earth;
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth,
Baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. Alleluia!



4Pentecost 9A August 2, 2020

Go to the world! Go into every place;
Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace;
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. Alleluia!

Gospel:     Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne Matthew 10:16-23

The Lord be with you: AND ALSO WITH YOU.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent
as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues;
and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the
Gentiles. 
When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what
you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your
Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children
will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my
name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 
When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone
through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

The Gospel of Christ.  PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Gradual: Go to the World      CP 598

Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray;
The nights of tears give way to joyous day.
As servant Church, you follow Christ’s own way. Alleluia!

Go to the World! Go as the ones I send,
For I am with you till the age shall end,
When all the host of glory cry, “Amen!” Alleluia!

Devotional Fr. Allen Doerksen
(pause for reflections)

Affirmation of Faith - The Rev. Dr. Richard Leggett

WE BELIEVE AND TRUST IN GOD,
THE AUTHOR OF CREATION,
SOURCE OF ALL BEING AND LIFE,
THE ONE FOR WHOM WE EXIST.

WE BELIEVE AND TRUST IN GOD,
THE WORD OF REDEMPTION,
WHO TOOK OUR HUMAN NATURE,
DIED FOR US AND ROSE AGAIN.

WE BELIEVE AND TRUST IN GOD,
THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM,
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WHO GIVES LIFE TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD

AND MAKES CHRIST KNOWN IN THE WORLD.

WE BELIEVE AND TRUST IN ONE GOD,
FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT.
WHO WAS AND IS AND IS TO COME.  AMEN.

Prayers of the People  Nancy denBoesterd

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to God, saying, “Holy One, may Your gracious
love surround and sustain us”.

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us
pray to God.  “HOLY ONE, MAY YOUR GRACIOUS LOVE SURROUND AND SUSTAIN US”.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Church, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray
to God.  “HOLY ONE, MAY YOUR GRACIOUS LOVE SURROUND AND SUSTAIN US”.

For our diocese of New Westminster, our Archbishop Melissa, and our parishes of St Thomas and St
Matthew, our clergy, and people, let us pray to God.  “HOLY ONE, MAY YOUR GRACIOUS LOVE

SURROUND AND SUSTAIN US”.

For our Queen, Elizabeth, our Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, our Premier, John Horgan, our mayors,
Ken Popove and Henry Braun, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to
God.  “HOLY ONE, MAY YOUR GRACIOUS LOVE SURROUND AND SUSTAIN US”.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to
God.  “HOLY ONE, MAY YOUR GRACIOUS LOVE SURROUND AND SUSTAIN US”.

We pray for those known and unknown in our community who struggle with illness, grief, worry, or
fear. We hold them in our hearts and pray that they and their loved ones may feel the support of love
that surrounds them and know that they are not alone in this journey of life. May they find healing of
the soul, comfort, and peace. At this time, let us remember Lily, Monica, Laura, Denise, Shelly,
Newland, and J.D. , and any others who are on our hearts at this time. “HOLY ONE, MAY YOUR

GRACIOUS LOVE SURROUND AND SUSTAIN US”.

We have heard many tragic stories recently of racist acts. We need to acknowledge that there is
racism within us and within our communities. We have deep-seated, systemic racism within our
country, individually, and collectively. May we commit to doing the hard work and change our ways of
thinking and our actions that demean and hurt. We need to listen, learn, hear the stories, stand
alongside of, speak up, speak out, and stand up against injustice.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives,
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to God.  “HOLY ONE, MAY YOUR GRACIOUS

LOVE SURROUND AND SUSTAIN US”.

For those in authority around the world whose countries are struggling to contain the COVID-19 virus.
Give them the insight to work together with the scientists and professionals to combat this disease
that is affecting so many lives, let us pray to God.  “HOLY ONE, MAY YOUR GRACIOUS LOVE SURROUND

AND SUSTAIN US”.
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For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, that they may end their
lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to God.  “HOLY ONE, MAY

YOUR GRACIOUS LOVE SURROUND AND SUSTAIN US”.

In the communion of the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ
our God.  TO YOU, O LORD OUR GOD.  AMEN.

Confession

Let us remember before God our selfish ways, the things we have done wrong, the sorrows we have
caused, the love we have not shown.   Silence for reflection is kept.

MOST MERCIFUL FATHER, FORGIVE US OUR SINS AGAINST YOU AND AGAINST EACH OTHER.
STRENGTHEN US TO OVERCOME OUR WEAKNESSES, THAT WE MAY LIVE IN LOVE 

AS YOU WOULD HAVE US LIVE, FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR.  AMEN.

Fill our hearts, O God, with your Holy Spirit that we may go forth this day in peace and joy, serving
you eagerly in all we do, for Jesus’ sake. AMEN.

Offering Our Gifts to God

GRANT US, GOD, THE GRACE OF GIVING WITH A SPIRIT LARGE AND FREE. THAT OUR SELVES AND ALL OUR

LIVING, WE MAY OFFER FAITHFULLY.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR KINGDOM COME,
YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. FORGIVE US OUR SINS AS

WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.
SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL, AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS, NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ : and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit be amongst you and remain with you always. AMEN.

Sending: The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy        CP 631

The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 
For Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
God's power and glory in Jesus we know 
And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
The captives are freed, the sinners find place.
The outcasts are welcomed God's banquet to share; 
And hope is awakened in place of despair.
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The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 
Believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross: 
Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.

God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 
In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 
And all things cry 'Glory!' to God All in All.

The Dismissal 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
THANKS BE TO GOD!  ALLELUIA!!

"Please don't forget to check your email and/or the website for the Midweek Update put out
by Fr. Allen and others on Wednesday of each week.  

Please feel free to connect with him at any time during the week."

Praying with an Icon of Elijah 

Rev. Denise invites you to bless an icon of Elijah with your prayerful presence.
Perhaps you feel like the prophet Elijah, stuck in a desolate place, alone, separated
from others and from God, hungry and aimless, looking, no longing for God to be near
and provide you with what you long for during these unusual days of a global
pandemic. If so, please consider the ancient spiritual practice of praying with an icon.

The icon of Elijah is set up near the baptismal font at St. Matthews. You will find a
candle for you to light and place in a clay pot of sand as you begin your prayer
session. You will need to sign up for a half hour session by using this link: 
https://doodle.com/poll/e7erkik53dqyiyt2  

These sessions are on Mondays between 10am-1pm for now and may change based upon interest.
Rev. Denise will be present at the church (St. Matthew) to ensure the safety of those who come and
go to pray. Only one person (or a parent and a child) will be in the sanctuary at a time. 

As you prepare for this I invite you to read the article found through this link;
http://www.stpetersrcchurchedinburgh.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/More-praying-with-icons.pdf  

A copy of this will be made available near the icon as well. You may also like to look up all the
passages you can find about Elijah! Rev. Denise will mark a bible with these passages and place it by
the icon for you to briefly look at during your prayer time as well.

If you having any questions or suggestions please contact Rev. Denise at
dldoerksen.revd@gmail.com
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Tuesday Evenings:  Virtual Bible
Study/Discussion

Join us for a weekly communal bible
study/discussion group, together with St. Matthew's
Anglican Church in Abbotsford.  Paul Thiessen will
help us to reflect on the next Sunday’s lectionary
texts.
The recommendation is that all participants read the
assigned texts before the group meets, and ask
yourself three questions:
1.)  Is there something in any or all of these texts
that troubles me?
2.)  Is there something in these texts that
encourages me?
3.)  Is there something in these texts that confuses me or that I don’t understand?
Then reflect on how the texts may or may not apply to our lives today.

We will begin each session with a short prayer.  Then we will actually read the assigned texts, and
after Paul gives a brief introduction to the texts, he will invite people to begin to reflect on the texts,
beginning with the proposed three questions.

Next Week’s Readings - August 9, 2020:
Pentecost 10A (Proper 19): Eccl 9:1-12; Psalm 85:8-13; Matthew 6:6-18

Click here to register:  https://tinyurl.com/SMSTBibleStudy

(NOTE:  You only need to register once to attend all of the services.)

You can also participate in the discussion by phone:
     1. Call +1-778-907-2071
     2. When asked for the Meeting ID, enter 970 3194 5289
     3. When asked for the password, enter 240191

Wednesday Evenings:  Virtual Coffee & Compline

Join us at 8:30pm with a cup of tea or coffee to visit, and
end the evening with the ancient office of Compline. 
Compline is a quiet, meditative service of prayers and
music, meant as preparation for sleep and a peaceful
night. We are exploring Compline services from various
times and places around the world:  This week, our service
comes from the Church of Ireland, and features
contemporary Christian music from the New Irish
Hymnwriters. We are excited to be working together with
St. Matthew's Anglican Church in Abbotsford to host this
service.

https://tinyurl.com/SMSTBibleStudy
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Click here to register:  https://tinyurl.com/wedcompline

(NOTE:  You only need to register once to attend all of the services.)

You can also listen to the Compline service by phone:
1. Call +1-778-907-2071
2. When asked for the Meeting ID, enter 970 2480 4141
3. When asked for the password, enter 672334

Education for Ministry

Education for Ministry will be starting again in September. 

It is a distance learning programme of theological education
for lay people. There are four years, but participants commit
for one year at a time, meeting in small groups for study
and practice to aid them in discovering and nurturing their
call to Christian service. 
EfM helps the faithful encounter the breadth and depth of the Christian tradition and bring it into
conversation with their experiences of the world as they study, worship, and engage in theological
reflection together. Participants take what they learn about scripture, church history, theology,
inter-faith studies and ethics into their own lives and hearts, in order to support them in living out a
vibrant baptismal ministry in the church and in the world.

If you are at all interested in this course, please call Rev. Jennifer or email: deaconjen@gmail.com

https://tinyurl.com/wedcompline

