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THE RELIABLE WITNESSES 
CMBC January 15, 2017                                                                           1 John 5:5 - 15 

 
 
The challenge that was in John's day and still today is the question whether Jesus is truly 
the Christ, the Redeemer, the one who brings us salvation, the hope of eternal life free 
from the destructiveness of sin. John declares that God has provided three reliable 
witnesses to confirm that this is who Jesus is. 
 

1. THE LONGING FOR A SAVIOUR – A REDEEMER 

a. Mankind is in a hopeless, desperate need AND KNOWS IT 
i. So much of the Bible, especially Old Testament, is references to 

peoples and nations dreaming up their ideas of God with the hope of 
somehow solving our desperate problems. 

ii. Leviticus 26:1 “‘Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred 

stone for yourselves, and do not place a carved stone in your land to 
bow down before it. I am the LORD your God.  
 

iii. Fro example, we see the mess that we have made with creation – our 
environment, 
1. Which got messed up when sin entered the world. 
2. So we create an idol, our idea of a god and put it in the field 

hoping for a successful crop. 
3. Jerimiah 10:1 “Do not learn the ways of the nations or be 

terrified by signs in the sky, though the nations are terrified by 
them. [3] For the customs of the peoples are worthless; they 
cut a tree out of the forest, and a craftsman shapes it with his 
chisel. [4] They adorn it with silver and gold; they fasten it with 
hammer and nails so it will not totter. [5] Like a scarecrow in a 
melon patch, their idols cannot speak; they must be carried 
because they cannot walk. Do not fear them; they can do no 
harm nor can they do any good.”  

iv. God knows we are desperate to solve our longing to be “right” 
 

b. How can we be delivered, set free? 
i. When you look at the religions of the world, the philosophies mankind 

has come up with, it is all centered on how do we make this world a 
better place. 

ii. Isaiah 45:18 [18] For this is what the LORD says— he who created 

the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned and made the earth, he 
founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be 
inhabited— he says: “I am the LORD, and there is no other. [19] I 
have not spoken in secret, from somewhere in a land of darkness; I 
have not said to Jacob's descendants, ‘Seek me in vain.' I, the 
LORD, speak the truth; I declare what is right. [20] Ignorant are those 
who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that cannot save. 
[21] There is no God apart from me, a righteous God and a Savior; 
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there is none but me. [22] “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of 
the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.” 

iii. Today we try to solve the problem with money, or more education, 
more rules, more government, less government, - all of which have 
their place. And still we know that we haven’t yet found the answer. 
So we come up with more ideas. 

iv. We look for a divine answer, some Saviour that will deliver us. 
 

2. MAN’S IDEA OF THE REQUIREMENTS NEEDED TO BE A SAVIOUR  

a. The view from fallen creation 
i. Israel looked for a powerful ruler who would come with might and 

defeat all of their enemies, destroy the nations around them. 
ii. For some of the disciples, their idea of what was needed, was to 

deliver Israel from the Romans 
iii. Today people say, if he is really God, why doesn’t he stop the 

earthquakes, the typhoons, the senseless killing by the terrorists? 
iv. And the terrorists believes that the redeemer can only come when we 

have killed all those who don’t believer 
 

b. Man’s limited view of God 
i. For some it is a God who is disinterested in our puny piece of the 

universe, and we have to be our own Saviour. 
ii. Others believe that God is too almighty to humble Himself to come to 

earth. Or more accurately, he can’t.  
 
 
 

3. THE EVIDENCE THAT JESUS IS THAT SAVIOUR 

a. Here is the answer 
1 John 5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God.  
i. Jesus is the Saviour, the Redeemer that mankind is looking for 

1. We have just been blinded by our own image of what that 
Redeemer would be. 

2. Satan wants to deceive us, because his intent is for all of us to 
be destroyed. 

3. Jesus is God the Son, coming from heaven, our only hope of 
overcoming the world. 

4. BUT what is the evidence that He is the Saviour? 
 

ii. Listen carefully again to these verses from 1 John: 
1. [5:5] Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God. [6] This is the one who 
came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by 
water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who 
testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. [7] For there are three 
that testify: [8] the * Spirit, the water and the blood; and the 
three are in agreement. 
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2. The focus in these verses is the witnesses who bring the 
evidence for which we can conclude that Jesus is the 
Saviour - the Redeemer that the world has been looking 
for. 

 
iii. I need to clarify something that you might see in verses 7 & 8. 

If you have the King James Version, verses 7 & 8 will read: [7] For 
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. [8] And there are three that 
bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and 
these three agree in one.  
 

iv. Although verse 7 is a correct theological statement, the last half of the 
verse was only added to the Greek text early in the 1500’s among 
great controversy. It was at the time when the Catholic Church was 
translating this into Latin, the Catholic Vulgate version of the Bible. 
They added this because they wanted to include the Trinity as a 
witness to Jesus as the Saviour. 
 
The statement isn’t incorrect, but it doesn’t fit with what is being said 
in verse 8. To try to do so, they added the word “earth” in verse 8. 
 
I say this was a great controversy because Erasmus, the translator 
wanted to be faithful to the Greek text that he had, and argued that 
this statement was added 200 years earlier as a marginal note, but 
did not appear in the Greek texts that he had. Eventually, to satisfy 
the Church leaders, this part of verse 7 was included in the Vulgate 
translation. 
 
The New King James does not included this part of the verse, but in a 
footnote, with a reference to the fact that it was not part of the original 
Greek text. 
 

v. I point this out because it helps us to understand the power of verse 8 
and the appeal to the three witnesses: the Spirit, the water, and the 
blood. 
 

b. The witness of the Spirit 

i. [6] And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.  

ii. This is in reference to the Holy Spirit being one of the reliable 
witnesses. The Spirit is truth. 
 

iii. Jesus is here not just as a man with great power to set us free 
1. He is not here just as a wise person to teach us great truths 

about God, and insights on how to relate to God 
2. He is not here as a great model to show us how to connect 

with God and how to live a holy life. 
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3. He is from God, he is God the Son, one with God, part of the 
oneness of the Trinity, 
 

iv. You cannot understand this unless the Holy Spirit reveals this to you, 
and your heart is open to see this truth. 
1. Jesus said, But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.  John 14:26 

2. 1 John 4:13 We know that we live in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. 
 

v. How God could come to earth as a man is a mystery that we can only 
understand by having this truth revealed to us by God’s Holy Spirit. 

Jesus said this: John 6:66 You do not want to leave too, do 

you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered 
him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69We believe and know that you are the Holy One 
of God.” 
 

vi. The witness of the Spirit is that this Saviour, this Redeemer, is an act 
of God. It is a mystery to us. It is not from earth but from heaven. 
 

vii. Jesus told the Samaritan women,  
John 4:21 a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither 

on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. [22] You Samaritans worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. [23] Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the 
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. [24] God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”  
1. Salvation does not come from a certain set of rules for 

worship. 
2. Salvation come when God the Holy Spirit changes our heart, 

make us new creations, open our hearts to understand the 
mystery of God entering into our world in a personal 
relationship with us. 
 

viii. Here is the witness of the Spirit: Jesus is from God the Father to 
bring us a salvation that is impossible any other way. 
1. This is God coming to earth to bring us salvation. 
2. We can only understand this by the Spirit who is truth. 

 

c. The witness of the water 

i. Jesus comes as a man. 
ii. To honestly do so he had to be conceived by the Holy Spirit in the 

womb of a virgin. 
iii. He came through the birth canal when the womb opened and the 

water burst forth and he was born just as any human being was. 
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iv. Without coming as a human being, being a human being, he could 
never make the sacrifice for our sins, take our place in death. 

v. The fact that he walked here on earth, not just in human form, but as a 
man, is witness to the fact that he was the Saviour from God that 
could do what was needed. 
 

d. The witness of the blood 

i. What we all long for, in a Saviour, is to have a right relationship with 
God. 
1. That is impossible because of our sin. 
2. We have separated ourselves from God and the result of that 

is hopeless death – eternal death – an eternal existence in the 
in the consequences of our sin, apart from God. 

3. ILL.We sometimes say of a guilty person, “The consequences 
are punishment enough.” 

4. The consequences are our punishment, separated from God, 
living in an eternal death, hopelessly detached from anything 
that the Creator intended us to be, because we chose to 
separate ourselves from God.  
 

ii. There is only one solution to all this. Someone needs to take our 
punishment for us. Someone needs to be our Saviour. 
1. Jesus is that Saviour. 
2. Only he, God the Son, could survive our punishment, because 

he had no sin and the grave, hell could not hold him. 
3. To save us requires the shedding of blood, death. 
4. That is what Jesus could do. Only He could do it. 
5. There is no other possible solution that man has come up with. 
6. That Saviour we are looking for is Jesus. 

 
e. So here is the witness that Jesus is the Saviour 

i. This is God entering the world to save us. Only He has the power to 
do what is needed. 

ii. He, God the Son, left the glories of heaven to come as a man, born of 
a woman. 

iii. As a man, he was able to pay the price to redeem us from our 
helpless state. 
 

f. Those are the three witnesses, who all agree that this can only be 
accomplished by an act of God. And there is more 
 

4. THE ALL CONCLUSIVE TESTIMONY, OF WHO JESUS IS, COMES FROM GOD 

a. [9] We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is 
the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. [10] Anyone who 
believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does 
not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed 
the testimony God has given about his Son. [11] And this is the testimony: 
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
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b. Here is God’s witness, the most conclusive of all.  
i. What Jesus has done as Saviour, satisfices the requirement of God, 

so now He provides eternal life through His Son 
1. This is not earned. It is a gift. 
2. This is not some awrah that God puts over us.  
3. This is Jesus, the Son, that comes into our lives and it is His 

eternal life that God makes ours. 
ii. Jesus earned it by coming here to earth, living a sinless life, dying and 

going to hell on our behalf, and burst from the grave, and brings us 
that life. 

iii. Again it is a mystery. But we have the witness of the Spirit, the water, 
the blood, and now God’s glorious witness being that he accepts all 
that has been done by the Son,  
1. our sins are forgiven,  
2. new life is given,  
3. He is not ashamed to call us His children  
4. and welcome us for eternity into His heaven. 

 
c. This answers the need and longing for a Saviour 

i. This is what we tried to manufacture through our own schemes. 
ii. This is what we hoped someone would do for us - set us free 
iii. This is the Saviour we hoped for 

 
iv.  

 
d. It is a gift to anyone who will believe 

i. [12] He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have life.  

ii. [13] I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 

 This is God’s promise to you. 

 Be done with trying your own schemes. 

 Stop being deceived. 
o Here is the reliable witness about the Devil 

 He destroys. 
 There is no question about that. 

 Put your trust in Jesus 

 Tell him so this morning. 


