
ADVENT CALENDAR IN A CAN 
 

Here’s an engaging idea from Maxine Simpkin and Megan 

Sheen in the Parish of St. John the Evangelist, Middle 

Sackville. 

 

Members of the Christian Education Committee wanted to 

keep in touch with children and their families using old-

fashioned snail-mail. Earlier this year, they sent out 

activity packages for Pentecost, summer/Vacation Bible 

Camp, the Season of Creation, and Thanksgiving 

(including some materials on Remembrance Day). Each 

child receives their own package. 

 

 

For Advent, the congregational leaders are going to video tape the setting up of the outside 

(nativity) creche in early December. Various people, including youngsters, will be involved. 

 

At this event, children will receive an Advent Calendar in a Can. Starting the first Sunday in 

this preparation season, the kids enjoy pulling out one item each day until Christmas. These 

may include a small treat, a festive ornament or an Advent-related activity. Small cards with 

scripture verses are pulled each day too. A Christmas Surprise is hidden under a piece of 

cardboard at the bottom of the large metal coffee can.   

 

The cans are decorated with a drawing of Mary on a donkey, and Joseph, as they are headed 

towards Bethlehem. The lids are topped with shiny blue tinsel. Cost is about $10 per can. 

 

Once word of the project spread in the congregation, some parishioners made donations of 

things like home-made children’s masks, etc.  

 

Recipients of the Advent in a Can project are children who are not regular attenders at 

Sunday worship services. Some are not members of the congregation at all. The connections 

are made through St. John’s yearly Vacation Bible Camp and relatives of members of the 

congregation. 

 

Rave reviews have been rolling in from the kids and parents! Organizers and Parish Council 

have received letters, e-mail messages, and even photos of the children doing the activities 

and thanking them.  

 

Maxine Simpkin is a participant in The Connectors TWO, the Diocesan missional 

learning cohort, as well as a Parish Council member. Megan Sheen is a member of the 

Christian Education and Finance Committees. Both are trained leaders in Godly Play. 

For more information about the ministries at St. John the Evangelist, Middle Sackville, 

visit: www.oldstjohnsanglican.com 

 

Scripture verses on cards may be downloaded free from: 

    https://happyhomefairy.com/bible-verse-advent-countdown-kids-free-printable/ 

 

https://happyhomefairy.com/bible-verse-advent-countdown-kids-free-printable/

