
THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF ST. MARK
First Sunday of Advent, 10:00am, November 29th, 2020

The Holy EUCHARIST
Please sit in designated pews, maintaining 6 feet distance in all directions. Households may sit 
together. Children are invited to remain with their parents or guardians.
The service is being filmed “live” on Facebook and then on the St Mark’s Web page. By attending 
this morning, you acknowledge and consent to the fact that video images of you may appear in that 
live stream.
All: Prepare the way of the Lord, prepare the way of the Lord, and all people will 

see the salvation of our God. 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle – Please see insert

Collect of the Day:
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Deacon The Lord be with you
People And also with you

Deacon The Holy Gospel is written in the 13th chapter of the Gospel	
according to Mark (verses 24-37)

People Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory to end all 
suffering.

Jesus said, “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he 
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven.
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on 
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 



of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
Deacon This is the Gospel of Christ; 
People Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Sermon The Rev Canon Elizabeth Northcott

Statement of Faith
I believe in God, creator of the universe, dwelling forever beyond time and space.
I believe in Jesus Christ who came to live among us and let us see what God is like.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, sent from God through Jesus to be our guide and comforter.
Therefore, I believe in love, in hope, compassion, joy and faith, and forgiveness, and eternal 
life. Amen.

(Words: Francis Sommerville, wife of Bishop Sommerville)

Prayers - Please stand, or sit or kneel as is your tradition.

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;

he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table.
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.
Celebrant Most merciful God,
All we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

People Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant May God be with you. 
All  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to God. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant  Blessed are you gracious God, creator of heaven and earth from whom comes all 
hope, peace, joy and love. We give you thanks and praise that you sent Jesus to live among us in 



our flesh, to heal, teach and restore our relationship with you. Now we watch for the day when he 
will come again, for that day when your kingdom will be fully present among all peoples, for that 
day when death will be no more, mourning and crying and pain will be no more for the first things 
have passed away.
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name,

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made 
known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days you sent him 
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night he was 
handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, loving God, according to his command,

All we remember his death,
we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming in glory;

Celebrant Gracious God, breathe your Holy Spirit, the wisdom of the universe, upon these 
gifts that we bring to you: this bread, this cup, ourselves, our souls and bodies, that we may be signs 
of your hope, peace, joy and love for all the world and ministers of your transforming purpose.
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, Creator 
of all, and we bless your holy name forever.
All Amen.
Celebrant As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
All Our Father…..
Celebrant God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.
All Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.

People God for whom we wait,
in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things.
Send us forth to make known your deeds



and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Glory to God,
All whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

Final Blessing

Deacon Let us go forth into this Advent season, remembering, waiting, preparing, loving 
and serving God.

People We go in the power of God’s hope. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

At this time the sacrament will be administered under the form of bread only. 
The Church has always taught that receiving in one kind (bread or wine) 

conveys the fullness of Christ’s sacramental presence.
Please wait for directions to proceed to receive communion – 

this will ensure that there is the required distancing between congregants.



Lighting of the Advent Candle
Officiant: Today is the first Sunday in the Season of Advent. Advent means coming”. In our 

recent history we have changed the colour we use in Advent from purple to blue. 
Though we look at the ways we can be better servants of God, our focus is not on 
penitence as in Lent, but on anticipation of the full realization of the kingdom of 
God coming into the world. Our Advent wreath reminds us of the blessings that 
Christ already brings to the world as well as those to come.

People: The Advent wreath includes many symbols. The wreath is in the shape of a 
circle, with no beginning and no ending. This reminds us that there is no 
beginning and no ending to God and that God’s love and caring for us never 
ends. The branches are evergreen, a sign of God’s love ever alive. The candles 
tell us of the light which came into the world with Jesus Christ. The blue 
candles symbolize anticipation. The white candle, which we light on 
Christmas Eve, signifies the coming of Christ.

Officiant: Today we light the first candle, the candle of hope.
(First candle is lit)

People: The people of Israel heard of God’s promises through the prophets. The 
prophet Jeremiah spoke words of hope to Israel. He proclaimed the coming 
of a leader through whom God’s promise of Shalom would be fulfilled. We 
too hope and pray for a world of peace and harmony.

Officiant: Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we light this candle, we celebrate 
the hope the prophets proclaimed and the hope we have in Jesus Christ.

All: God of all hope, we continue to hope in your promise that Christ will come 
again to fill our lives and the life of the world with love and joy and peace. 
We thank you for the light of hope. As we prepare for Christ’s coming, help 
us to share our hope with others.
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