
Advent Devotional



Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Genesis 1:26-27
Read
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals 
of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”So God created humankind in his 
image, in the image of God, he created them; male and female he created them.”

Reflect
I am struck by the amazing precision with which God created the galaxy, the heavens, the earth, and ev-
erything living on it. It is clear from Genesis 1 that it was done meticulously, carefully and perfectly. As each 
component of the Creation took form, God acknowledged its perfection by declaring that it was ‘good.’

Humankind was the crown of God’s creation: humankind! People were created ‘in His image,’ and ‘according 
to His likeness’ (Gen 1.26). The fact that humans were created in God’s likeness is mentioned not less than 
four times in Genesis 1.26-27. What an incredible endorsement for us as a species: that the eternal, incom-
prehensible God of the universe chose us to be patterned after Himself and to represent Him on earth!

Unfortunately, this is not where the story ends. Human history relates how we have distorted and damaged 
the existence that God envisioned for us at our creation. We may bear the image of God, but we also wear 
the stain of sin on our foreheads.

But praise be to God who sent his only Son to permanently break the hold sin had on our lives. Jesus en-
tered the world bearing exactly the image and likeness that we were created in! Through the love of God in 
Jesus Christ, the stain of sin is removed, our relationship with God is repaired, and the image restored. Let 
us remember this Christmas that the stable in Bethlehem led to a cross and an empty tomb. We live secure 
because Jesus, the true image of God, has entered into our world and our lives.

Pray
Thank you for not leaving us to our fates, but for sending the Jesus-Child to reconcile us with you, after we 
had gone astray. We praise you for your everlasting love and grace in this Christmas-season and forever. 
Amen.

NOV

29
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Genesis 3:14-15
Read
The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and 
among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and 
you will strike his heel.”

Reflect
From the beginning of the Bible, hints of the coming of Jesus are evident. In Genesis 3 we read the story 
of the Garden of Eden. The serpent tempted people to have wisdom on their own terms, apart from God. 
God cursed the serpent saying: “… and I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

It is in that promise that we see the first hint of Jesus’ coming. It would be a man, Jesus, offspring of Eve, 
who would crush the head of the serpent with a fatal strike; it would be a man, Jesus, who would defeat 
Satan and redeem creation. The God of all creation humbled himself and came to earth, not as a conquer-
ing King, but as a lowly baby, laid in a manger. It is Jesus’ humanity and humility that we celebrate both at 
Christmas and at Easter.

Pray
Lord God, thank you for coming to earth as a man to live among us and experience the emotions and 
temptations that we experience. Because you died as a man and took the punishment we deserve due to 
our sinful human nature we can rejoice knowing that we are free from condemnation. As we celebrate your 
birth this Christmas may we join with heaven and nature and sing “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”
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Donna Mae Humber has attended Westview for over forty years. She is wife of 
Allyn, mother of three, and grandmother of three. She served for fifteen years as 
one of Westview’s preschool teachers.
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Genesis 6:12-9:13
Read
Meanwhile, the crime rate was rising rapidly across the earth, and, as seen by God, the world was rotten to 
the core…. mankind was vicious and depraved…(6:12 TLB)

Reflect 
We shudder at the violence and deplorable senselessness of the wickedness in the world today. But wait 
just a moment. The fall in the Garden started it all millenniums ago. God was forced to intervene to save hu-
mans from their own evil. I like to think that God’s scalding tears supplied the water for the first flood. These 
waters would wash away man’s depravity.

Then it happened again. God stepped in through the birth of a baby, Immanuel. God was crying along with 
the baby. Symbolically, his tears of love would flood the whole world a second time. “God so loved the world 
so much that He gave his only Son...” (John 3:16 TLB)

THIS IS THE “CHRISTMAS STORY”: God’s “FLOOD OF LOVE.” “And she will have a Son, and you shall 
name him Jesus (meaning ‘Savior”) for he will save his people from their sins.” The cost was immense. He 
came to die, die in your stead and mine.

As with the Ark through Noah, God gave the then-known world an opportunity to be saved. Now it is your 
turn! God is giving equal opportunity to enter into the “Ark of Salvation.” Today, if you have not done so, God 
offers you the opportunity to invite Jesus to be born in the cradle of your heart.

Pray
Holy Spirit, grant afresh to each the profound reality of Christ as we celebrate his birth this Christmas sea-
son. In Jesus Name, Amen
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Roger and Shirley Rooks are in their sixtieth year of marriage. They have three 
children, 11 grandchildren, and 2 great grandchildren, plus the many they have 
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Genesis 12:1-3
Read
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Reflect
My wife and I asked God for wisdom over an intense 12-hour time period. Our request was shared with fam-
ily and friends. The next morning our son asked a question that changed our lives: “What if Jeremy finds out 
years later that we could have taken him, and we didn’t!” There was our answer. We called family services 
and said, yes, we would be happy to foster Jeremy.

These past 9 months have been exhausting and exhilarating. And now it is with mixed emotions, we entrust 
him into God’s loving arms as he transitions back to his birth mom permanently. However, this experience 
has demonstrated to each one of us that we have a Heavenly Father who loves us and asks us to love oth-
ers on his behalf.

Abram also had an important decision to make. He was asked to leave everything familiar to him and go to 
an unknown destination. God invited Abram to join him in setting in motion His redemptive plan for the entire 
human race. Abram’s decision to obey God resulted in a blessing that continues to this day - salvation and 
eternal life for any who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

What’s God asking of you?

Pray
Dear Lord, I need you! Remind me of your faithfulness and fill me with your courage as I step out as your 
representative to love and bless others in Jesus’ name.
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Genesis 15:1-6
Read
“Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness (15:5b-6).

Reflect
God entered into a divine covenant with Abram promising that he would have as many offspring as there 
were stars in the heavens. A divine covenant, or a contract, is a chosen, personal agreement or promise 
between God and one or more parties. Throughout the Bible, there are two different kinds of covenants – 
conditional and unconditional. Conditional covenants require specific conditions to be met to be able to be 
fulfilled.

God’s contract with Abram is an unconditional covenant – a contract that requires nothing in order to be 
carried out. There are no conditions, no stipulations, no “if, then” statements. God knew that Abram would 
be unable to fulfill this contract on his own (no old man could have enough babies on his own to have as 
many as the stars in the sky). For that reason, unconditional covenants are also called covenants of grace 
as God shows his grace to us through them.

Jesus is an expression of the fulfilment of this covenant. God promised that he would bless Abram, and all 
the people of the world through him. As Christians, we are a part of Jesus’ family, a part of the descendants 
of Abraham, and because of that, we also receive this promised blessing. Through Jesus, people “from 
every nation, from all tribes and people and languages” (Revelation 7:9) have entered into this covenant and 
received unconditional love and grace.

Pray
Dear God, Thank you for your covenants. You are always good and always have our best interests in mind. 
Today we pray that you will be with us and remind us in things big and little how you have blessed us 
through your promises, and ultimately through Jesus. We love you. Amen.
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Genesis 22:8-14
Read
But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, 
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, 
caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead 
of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 
the Lord it shall be provided.” (22:11-14)

Reflect
This passage may seem like it does not make sense. Why would God ask Abraham to sacrifice Isaac? Isaac 
was the son whom Abraham loved. The message was: Trust in God!

Jesus also stood on a mountain like Abraham. It was called Golgotha or Mount Calvary. It was a place 
where crosses were found. It became the place where his life was sacrificed. In Abraham’s case, a ram was 
offered in the place of his son Isaac. In contrast, Jesus was not spared – he was the substitute for all of us – 
and God the Father saw his own son die for the world and the people he loved.

This passage makes me ask the question: Does God really love me when it seems to make no sense to 
me? There are times and days when it feels like faithful obedience to God does not make sense according 
secular standards. I may wonder if I can trust in His love. The message is for us too is: Trust in God! You can 
trust in him because he loves you, knows all things, and has a plan for you. Even when you cannot see the 
plan, you can trust in him, as Abraham did.

 In these times, I choose to remember Abraham’s obedience and the price Jesus paid so I can gain an un-
derstanding of the depths of God’s love for all people in all nations.

Pray
As Abraham did long ago, help us to simply trust in the Lord of love. Write on our hearts, “Trust in the LORD 
with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.” Help us to lean on you and to trust you. 
Amen.
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Genesis 28:10-22
Read
[Jacob] stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under 
his head and lay down to sleep. And [Jacob] dreamed that there was a ladder set up on earth, the top of 
it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood 
beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land which 
you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you 
shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you 
go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 
(28:11-15)

Reflect
Recently, I enjoyed a quiet hike with my family along the Lake Louise shoreline trail. I used this time to 
reflect on the meaning of this passage in light of the advent season. The devotional thread that follows 
encourages all of us to journey life with God.

The Bible passage begins with Jacob who is tired in running away from his troubles and decides to rest his 
head on a stone. Jacob’s encounter with God in a dream transformed him for the better. Jacob realized that 
God would always be with him and that he needed to place his trust in the Lord.

The ladder in Joseph’s dream tells us that there is a connection between heaven and earth. There is a way 
from one to the other. Every November, I place my six-foot tall ladder below the eavestrough for the pur-
pose of hanging Christmas lights. The challenge is the four-to five-foot gap between the eavestrough and 
the ladder’s top cap. At times I stand on this top cap with no one to break my fall if I tumble onto the con-
crete. Even though I should have rectified the situation years ago, I continue to climb the same rickety six-
foot tall ladder, year after year, to hang the lights. I’m certainly not an angel in how I ascend or descend the 
ladder rungs, but in a way this ladder and these lights symbolize something more significant - a connection 
between earth and heaven: Christ, the light of the world, is our narrow but sure path to Heaven.

Pray
Lord, thank you for the door to heaven that was opened by Jesus, your Son. May we take joy in knowing 
that when life becomes difficult that Jesus, through his Spirit, is holding us, helping us and walking with us in 
our spiritual journey. He was born for this! We thank you for this great gift. In his name we pray.

DEC

5
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Genesis 37:23-27
Read
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was wearing— 
and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no water in it. As they 
sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their 
camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. 
Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? Come, let’s sell 
him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His 
brothers agreed.

Reflect
As I read this passage, I wonder what Joseph was thinking alone in that cistern, stripped of his robe, and 
left to die. I wonder what he was thinking when he was sold by his own brothers into slavery, betrayed by 
the people who were supposed to watch out for him. What was he thinking when he ended up working as a 
slave and, later, sitting in prison?

Jesus too was betrayed by someone close to him, sold for money to those who would abuse him. He was 
stripped of his clothing and condemned to die, unjustly accused. But in both of these stories, God was at 
work. Joseph’s story did not end in the cistern; Jesus’ story did not end on the cross.

God used Joseph to preserve the family line through which Jesus would descend. Jesus’ suffering was 
also part of a much bigger picture. It was through his suffering and death on the cross that the whole world 
could be saved.

Joseph’s story is one that inspires me because it is a story of faithfully waiting. It is a reminder that God is 
always at work. As we journey through this season of Advent, we can experience hope and comfort, even 
when like Joseph, we find ourselves in times of despair.

Pray
Dear God, thank you for the gift of your son, and for the gift of salvation. Thank you that even when life is 
tough, you are with us, and you are still at work. Amen
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Deuteronomy 5:1-22
Read
Moses called all the people of Israel together and said, “Listen carefully, Israel. Hear the decrees and reg-
ulations I am giving you today, so you may learn them and obey them! The Lord our God made a covenant 
with us at Mount Sinai. The Lord did not make this covenant with our ancestors, but with all of us who are 
alive today. At the mountain the Lord spoke to you face to face from the heart of the fire.” (5:1-4 NLT)

Reflect
In this passage, Moses is reminding the people of Israel about the covenant that God had made with them. 
This covenant, initiated by God, was an agreement that established a relationship of love and trust between 
God and His people. Moses instructs them to listen carefully, to learn and to obey. He then restates the 
10 commandments that were given at Mount Sinai. These 10 commandments focused on two things: their 
relationship with God and their relationship with people.

We too have entered into a covenant with God, through Jesus Christ, which means we have a relationship 
of love and trust with God. It also means that we too are to listen carefully, to learn and to obey. Jesus sum-
marized all of God’s commandments by stating the two greatest commands: you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind …. and you shall love your neighbour as 
yourself (Matt. 22: 35-40).

We live in a time when people are crying out about mistreatment and injustice. We, as the people of God, 
need to exemplify what is means to love God and to love others. As we prepare for Christmas, let us focus 
on how we can love God and how we can love our neighbours. Think of one thing that you can do for your 
neighbours that would show them that you love God and that you love them.

Pray
Thank you for loving us and bringing us into a relationship with you through Jesus Christ. Help us to listen 
carefully, to learn and to obey. Help us to show the world that we love you and how we love our neighbours.
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7

Lori Swab and her family have worshipped at Westview since 1991. She serves in 
the church as an elder.



Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Joshua 2:1-21
Read
Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the outer side of the city wall 
and she resided within the wall itself. She said to them, “Go towards the hill country, so that the pursuers 
may not come upon you. Hide yourselves there for three days, until the pursuers have returned; then after-
wards you may go on your way.” (2:15-16)

Reflect
God chooses a Gentile - Rahab…a prostitute, a Canaanite living in Jerusalem, to deliver a message of faith. 
This message was appropriate then and it is appropriate now. It really is a simple message but requires an 
act of faith! When we place our faith in Christ alone, God can use us…. there is no sinner, no matter their sin, 
that cannot be forgiven and be used to serve God’s purpose!

Joshua, about to enter the land that God had promised the Israelites, sent two spies secretly into Jeru-
salem. They came to Rahab’s house and lodged there. Unfortunately, they were seen and reported to the 
authorities. When soldiers came and asked Rahab to turn them over, she lied saying that they had fled. 
Rahab had heard about the Israelites and their inheritance and believed that “the LORD has given you the 
land” that “the LORD dried up the Red Sea when you came out of Egypt” for “the LORD your God, He is 
God in heaven and on earth beneath.” Clearly, God had a plan for bringing Rahab and the spies together 
and Rahab in obedience to God’s prompting was wise enough to see it and courageous enough to act in 
faith to protect the spies.

Interestingly, Rahab is mentioned in Hebrews 11: 31 (the great faith chapter) along with other notable names 
such as Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses: “By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the 
spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.” A final reflection…what acts of faith, big or small is 
God calling you to do?

Pray
Dear God, thank you for the Advent season, for loving us unconditionally - we know you are preparing us for 
eternity. Please continue to direct our steps, allow us to see the paths you have prepared before us, enable 
us to be courageous in our journey with you. Help us to willingly follow where you lead and to remain faith-
ful, regardless of the cost. In Jesus name we pray, Amen!
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Ruth 1:1-17
Read
“Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even 
death separates you and me.” (1:16-17)

Reflect
Struggling with death of her husband, Ruth faces an uncertain future. Her mother-in law Naomi is leaving 
for Israel and encourages Ruth to return to the security of her homeland, to her childhood home. However, 
Ruth knows returning home would mean forsaking the God of Israel. Consequently, Ruth chooses to follow 
Naomi to a foreign land and to trust God with her fate.

Ruth and Naomi arrive in Israel safely. Poverty forces Ruth to glean the leftovers of the crop of Naomi’s 
kinsman Boaz simply to have enough to eat. Naomi brazenly tells Ruth to offer herself to Boaz. “Now wash 
and anoint yourself and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make 
yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, observe the place 
where he lies; then, go and uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do.” (Ruth 3:1-4)

There is a wonderful love story. Boaz and Ruth marry. Ruth finds a home in Israel. The children she bears 
are part of the lineage of Jesus. Today I reflect on Jesus statement: ‘Truly, I say to you, there is no one who 
has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not 
receive many times more in this time, and the age to come eternal life.’ (Luke 18:29-30) This is the story of 
Ruth.

Let us grasp the hope that God goes before us and watches over our lives through all circumstances and 
changes.

Pray
Lord God, we admire Ruth who left her people to follow you and to become a model of faith. Help us to re-
member those who have left their homelands to follow your will. We ask that you care for them and enable 
us to provide a welcome in their new country.
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1 Samuel 16:1-15
Read
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him 
in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
(16:12-13)

Reflect
I have been studying genealogy and tracing my ancestors for the last while. It is a daunting task with so 
many ancestors on both sides of our family. I find it amazing that we have well preserved family lines in the 
Bible. We can trace King David’s lineage right up to the birth of Jesus.

We all can say that each human carries their ancestral DNA in their genetic structure and personalities. Yet, 
we still make significant choices about how we live out our lives and use the traits, personalities, and gifts 
that God has endowed us with through our ancestors.

King David was an important member of the family tree of Jesus. He had been a simple shepherd given the 
responsibility of caring for family assets, namely the sheep. The sheep and livestock were a measure of 
wealth for families and a source of income and food. When I was in Israel, I saw those hills and fields where 
David had protected the sheep from wild animals and made sure none wandered off.

Later, these shepherding skills played an important role in how David ruled the nation as a king. He both 
protected and cared for his people as a servant of God. God used this “simple shepherd” to be a part of the 
lineage from which Jesus would emerge. Jesus carried the DNA of his ancestor David.

Pray
God, please help us to grasp and understand the importance of the family, our heritage. Help us to leave a 
legacy for our children and the world of which we can be proud. We celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus 
and rejoice in the blessed family of David.
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2 Samuel 5:1-5
Read
Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, “Look, we are your bone and flesh. For some 
time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and brought it in. The Lord said to you: ‘It is 
you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.’” (5:1-2)

Reflect
Today’s reading is about David becoming king and shepherd of all Israel. The change of kingship from Saul 
to David had the consequence of making the tribe of Judah the holder of the royal line. We recall the proph-
ecy that the messiah would be born of Judah in Bethlehem. David’s rule made him the shepherd of Israel. As 
we approach Christmas, we remember that Jesus is known as the Great Shepherd of his people.

What really burst out of this passage to me are the tribes of Israel saying to David, “We are your bone and 
flesh.” They viewed David as one of them. He shared their heritage and history as Israelites. He had experi-
enced the same challenges and hardships that they had faced. The conflicts with the surrounding nations 
had been a tragedy for all of them.

When we think of the vastness of the universe with billions of stars that God created, we realize that the 
Lord is immensely greater and very different than us. Philippians 2:6-8 expresses the humility of Jesus in 
descending from his position of divine privilege to become flesh and blood as we are. He experienced the 
same challenges and difficulties that each of us face. The Christmas message is that God has dwelt among 
us.

The leaders made a covenant with David agreeing to follow him in return for David’s protection. In our case, 
no covenant is necessary as Jesus already sacrificed himself completely for us before asking us to follow 
him as his people. We are the lost sheep that He already saved. Finally, he has gone ahead to prepare a 
wonderful place for each of us.

Pray
Lord Jesus, you are our king. I pledge allegiance to you today. I offer my life in your service because you 
gave your life for me.
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1 Kings 5:5; 6:11-13
Read
I intend to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord said to my father David, “Your 
son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, shall build the house for my name.”… Now the word of 
the Lord came to Solomon, “Concerning this house that you are building, if you will walk in my statutes, 
obey my ordinances, and keep all my commandments by walking in them, then I will establish my promise 
with you, which I made to your father David. I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my 
people Israel.”

Reflect
Today we recall Solomon’s desire to build the Temple for God. He knew that the Lord had told his father Da-
vid: “Your son will build the house for my name.” The project was huge in scope. He asked for and got all the 
help he needed to do the work he intended to do. I think God was pleased with Solomon’s decision. But God 
asked for more than Solomon’s project management skills. He also asked Solomon for his sincerity of faith. 
God promised Solomon that if he would walk in his statutes and keep all his commandments by walking in 
them, then he would dwell among the people and not forsake them.

So many times in our lives as believers, there are moments when we are shaken up by some kind of trouble. 
We become anxious and start to worry. We need to recall that God has promised us that he will not forsake 
us. God wants us to be sincere in our faith and trust in Him with all our heart, mind and soul. As we cele-
brate Christmas, God’s gift to us, may we prepare a return gift of a sincere and humble heart to him.

Pray
Dear God, please help me to focus on your promises alone, so that I can be faithful to you.
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1 Kings 18:17-21
Read
When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” He answered, “I have not trou-
bled Israel; but you have, and your father’s house, because you have forsaken the commandments of 
the Lord and followed the Baals. Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the 
four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s 
table.” So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at Mount Carmel. Elijah then came 
near to all the people, and said, “How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is God, 
follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.”

Reflect
My first time hearing the story of Elijah on Mount Carmel was twelve years ago at Westview Day Camps. 
Our task was to use our acting skills to tell the story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal. More than a decade 
later, I am brought back to this story for a deeper reading as we prepare for Christmas.

The backstory is that Elijah, God’s prophet, pursued righteousness in a world severely lacking this virtue. 
God faithfulness to Elijah in this troubled time is evident. He provides Elijah with food, water, protection, and 
even raises a young boy from death. When confronted with a crowd of Baal followers, Elijah declares, “How 
long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him...” (1 Kings 18:21). We know the 
story of how God shows his power by demolishing a soaking wet sacrifice on the altar Elijah constructed.

I am left with this statement echoing through my mind “If the Lord is God, follow Him”. During this Advent 
season, I have come to reflect that even after hundreds of years have passed, Jesus becomes our unde-
niable proof that the Lord is God. The coming of Jesus to earth is the tangible and undeniable declaration 
from God: “Here I am, so follow me.”

Pray
Lord, let me be consumed with desire to follow you. Specifically let me be fervent in prayer, perceptive to 
the needs of others around me, open to convictions, transformed by the word, and ultimately dwell in awe 
of you this season.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Esther 4
Read
Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. 
Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I 
will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” (4:15-16)

Reflect
It was a dangerous mission. Esther had to go into the king’s chamber uninvited. She must risk her life in the 
hope of saving her people. She feared that she might be killed. The king, whose power and authority were 
unchallenged, might be upset that she came without being summoned. She might easily lose her royal posi-
tion due to the brazen disrespect for authority.

There were so many possibilities and thoughts that could have held Esther back. Afterall, she enjoyed a 
position of relative security in the royal palace. So, why risk losing everything and putting her life on the line 
just to save her people? Esther could have allowed all these fearful thoughts to paralyze her, but instead 
she chose to pray and decided to take a risk in the hope of saving her people. What an act of sacrifice!

I do not for one moment imagine that all the fear left Esther when she prayed and called for prayers. I 
imagine she went ahead in faith knowing that she had committed the mission into God’s hands. As I think 
about Esther, I realize that refusing to act because of fear means that people sit on the sidelines and simply 
allow bad things to happen. Their safety is not guaranteed. Esther was ready to sacrifice her life to save her 
people. She, indeed, set an example for us to follow as Christians.

In the story of Esther, I see love, faith, and sacrifice. I am also reminded of Jesus sacrificial love for me 
through his death on the cross.

Pray
Lord, give me the faith and courage I need to act despite my fears. As I step out in faith, let your grace 
come through for me In Jesus name.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Isaiah 9:1-7
Read
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light 
has dawned. (9:2)

Reflect
As blessed as I have been throughout my entire life, I have had times where it really felt like I was just stum-
bling in darkness. I felt like I was without direction and lost. I feel confident in saying that everyone has had 
similar moments of darkness. These are times when we felt scared and abandoned, or we felt like God had 
turned his back on us.

When the cries and echoes of all of life’s problems surround and batter you, it is really easy to feel like you 
are in the dark, wandering aimlessly and blind, at the mercy of whatever lies before you. This is something 
that has always happened to humans, even to those who lived in the times of the Bible.

It has never been God’s design that people live in fear and darkness. His solution to our problem was to 
send a great light to pierce through our darkness. That light had been heralded by the prophet Isaiah. This 
light would guide us out of our darkness as long as we accepted it into our lives.

The light that God sent to guide us was his son and our saviour Jesus. Jesus’ resurrection marked the start 
of a new era for the followers of God, an era of light and hope and love. Jesus is here to shine a light upon 
all of us, to clean us of the darkness both inside and out. God is awaiting us with open arms and all we have 
to do is turn towards the unwavering light of Jesus Christ.

Pray
Dear Heavenly Father, please reveal your light to us so that we might better follow your word. Let our dark-
ness be banished by the power of your love. Soften our hearts to turn towards salvation in you. Praise be to 
you, Father. Amen.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Isaiah 11:1-9
Read
The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord … The wolf shall live with the lamb… They will not 
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain. For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.(2,6a,9)

Reflect
During the Christmas season we are invited to reflect on the historical roots of our faith. Isaiah lived in 
Jerusalem eight centuries before the time of Jesus. He saw people who had been pushed to the breaking 
point. Isaiah accused the ruling elite of crushing the poor and grinding their faces in the dirt (Isaiah 3:14-15). 
God had expected justice and righteousness from the nation but instead was confronted by bloodshed in 
the streets and the weeping of innocent victims (Isaiah 5:7). Additionally, there was the external threat of 
Assyria’s imperialistic ambitions (Isaiah 5:26-30).

Isaiah’s words express a longing for a different kind of world and a certainty that God will intervene on be-
half of those who suffer on the margins. God will act through the birth of a child (7:14). The Spirit of the Lord 
will rest on him (Isaiah 11:2) and he will offer a different quality of leadership. He will act with God’s author-
ity to establish a rule of justice and righteousness (Isaiah 11:3-5). Isaiah looks forward to a time when the 
uniforms and boots of soldiers can be burned as fuel (Isaiah 9:5), when the wolf can lie with the lamb (Isaiah 
11.6), and when the earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord (Isaiah 11:9).

Many of us have entered Advent with a growing sense of despair. The Christmas message is an invitation 
to renew our hope and faith in God. Our Saviour was born in a manger and died on a cross. He calls us to 
follow him and to bear witness to God’s kingdom of love, justice, and compassion.

Pray
We ask that you speak into our fears and apprehensions. Renew our faith and our commitment to follow 
Jesus into a broken and wounded world.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Jonah 3:1-5
Read
Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
call out against it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word 
of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah began to go 
into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And 
the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 
to the least of them.

Reflect
Jonah had been reluctant to preach to the people of Nineveh in part because he believed that they did not 
deserve God’s forgiveness. But God promises grace to all who repent and believe in him, Jew and Gentile. 
When Jonah repented of his own sinfulness in not initially going to Nineveh to preach, he discovered that 
his preaching was well-received. Many in the city were actually longing to hear the message of the Lord and 
they repented.

Jesus communicated this broad understanding of God’s love and grace. I think of his conversations with a 
Samaritan woman at the well and a Roman Centurion. Jesus believed that God’s promises extended beyond 
Israel to all the nations. The Risen Lord sent his disciples into all the world.

Luke 8 contains the parable of the sower. It makes me think that Jonah assumed that the people of Nineveh 
were like the soil on the pathway or the rocky soil. He was mistaken: the city was actually like the good soil. 
We can remember the lesson of Jonah as we bear witness during Advent.

Pray
Our Lord, we are in a time of fear and loss. We recognize that many people yearn for truth and hope. Help 
us to bear witness, to speak and live the truth of the Gospel.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Daniel 6
Read
Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the whole world: “May you 
have abundant prosperity! I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people should tremble and fear 
before the God of Daniel: For he is the living God, enduring forever. His kingdom shall never be destroyed, 
and his dominion has no end.” (6:25-26)

Reflect
Daniel and the lion’s den is a story I have read many times. I think most of us could say the same thing. I 
just recently began to realize that it is an echo of Jesus’ life and death. Daniel went against the law of the 
Persian rulers and continued to pray to the God of his faith. As a result, the king punished him by sending 
him to die in the lion’s den.

Jesus refused to deny He was the Son of God. As a result, he was condemned to death. As with Daniel, I 
find it so profound that although the powerful people threatened violence against Jesus, he never lost his 
faith. Both Jesus and Daniel continued to give thanks to God and pray for help and guidance. Their stories 
of faithfulness resulted in victory over evil.

It can be so tough to continue to trust God during the hard times of our life. And yet Daniel 6.23 says that 
in the end “no wound was found on him because he had trusted in his God.” In a world of social media and 
so many varying opinions, it can be really easy to just push God aside or maybe not make it known that we 
are Christians. But from these stories and countless others, we can see that by taking that tough step and 
continuing to trust in God we will always end up without a wound. Our faith in Him can set us free and we 
can begin to share our faith and our God with the world.

Pray
God help us to bear witness and remain faithful even in difficult times.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Micah 5:1-5
Read
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. (5:2)

Reflect
‘Advent’ means “the coming of Christ into the world.” People knew that their Messiah would come and reign 
because of God’s promises through his prophets. Micah was one of the prophets and he declared to the 
people of Israel, “Christ is coming.”

The promise meant hope for the people. The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, a small town that had 
no importance compared to Jerusalem. We need to focus on how the promise contrasts with expectations. 
Yes, God had the plan, and it surpassed all human knowledge and understanding.

We are also waiting for Jesus. We need to understand that we are not going toward Christmas as each day 
marches past. Rather “Christmas” is coming to us as God’s promise. Our lives are also caught in difficult 
circumstances this year. We have our own expectations of what we need at this time such as money, good 
job, and vaccines for the coronavirus pandemic.

Micah 5:5 promises that he shall be their peace. Perhaps the people who listened to Micah thought that 
they needed a powerful ruler or a strong warrior. But God had a plan. This plan is extended to the whole 
world: God’s offer of peace. This peace is Jesus. Through this text, Micah indicated Jesus would be born in 
Bethlehem. Bethlehem was a particular place. I wonder if for us, Calgary is Bethlehem. It is the place where 
we live by faith and with hope. Jesus comes to us in Calgary where our life setting seems messy and uncer-
tain. He comes to restore, rebuild, heal and bring peace.

Pray
Jesus, thank You for being our saviour. Help us to see all the ways you are at work in the world. We want 
your kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven. Come, Lord Jesus, and do in our lives and in our hearts 
what only you can do. Be our peace.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Luke 1:5-25
Read
He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in 
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (1:17)

Reflect
Zechariah and Elizabeth were both considered righteous in the Lord’s sight. Yet still they were not able to 
have a child. This was seen as culturally shameful and considered a punishment from God for sin in one’s 
life. Zechariah and Elizabeth had prayed for a child for years and it probably was starting to seem hopeless. 
Yet after years and years of praying, they finally saw a glimpse of God’s plan. God announced that their 
prayers would be answered: “Do not be afraid Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.”

When we pray for our wants and desires, such as for children like Zechariah and Elizabeth, for a job, a 
spouse, or whatever it may be, how often do we get frustrated or even angry when God does not answer 
our prayers right away? How many times do we stop praying for something because it has not happened 
yet? God does not work according to our timetables and our wish list. He has a plan that goes beyond our 
understanding. Zechariah and Elizabeth’s son was conceived exactly when God wanted because he had a 
plan for John’s life. He also has a plan for each one of us.

I encourage you to be patient and persistent in your prayers. God answers prayers in ways or timeframes 
that we may not understand, yet still he is faithful. Zechariah and Elizabeth waited a long time for God to an-
swer their prayers, but they never gave up on him or tried to force things to work out in their own way. They 
understood God had a greater plan, just as he does for each of our lives.

Pray
Lord, help us to trust in your timing, to trust that your plan is greater than we can imagine. Help us to pray 
patiently and persistently as we wait for you, Lord. Amen.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Matthew 3:1-6
Read
He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, “Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!” 
(3:3)

Reflect
The verse used above quotes the prophet Isaiah who lived eight centuries before Jesus. His words were 
used to describe the mission of John the Baptist. John prepared the people of Judah and Galilee for the 
coming of Jesus.

I doubt that John had a personal relationship with all the people who were impacted by his message. The 
people who were inspired by John’s teaching likely spread the word further. Their testimony expanded so 
that many more people were impacted by John’s words. These were people that he would never encounter.

This passage made me think about how we in the church are serving people who we might never meet. 
With Christmas coming and the spirit of giving which that entails, I think it’s a good time to ask what impact 
are we having in our community or in the world. I am thinking beyond our own close relationships.

As a follower of Jesus, I have a real concern about caring for God’s creation. I am passionate about reduc-
ing my footprint in the world. Perhaps you are different. You may sponsor a child overseas, or you donate 
blood, or give your time as a volunteer. Whatever way you are serving in the community, either local or 
global, you are helping to prepare the way for others. Though we may never know our impact here on earth, 
God does.

Pray
Lord, thank you for preparing the way for us so that we can be in relationship with you. Please bless us as 
we help to prepare the way for those who are outside of our inner circle and please bless those people who 
we impact.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Luke 1:26-38
Read
But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forev-
er; his kingdom will never end.” (30-33

Reflect
The frenzy of preparing for Christmas festivities sometimes causes us to miss the glorious wonder of Ad-
vent and how it represents God’s heart for us.

We learn that God always has a plan and sometimes He chooses unconventional methods to fulfill His 
purpose. God’s plan for Mary almost seemed like a disruption of a perfect marriage arrangement but with 
passing of time, His great purpose was revealed.

Isaiah had prophesied about Jesus’ coming long before His birth, and it’s possible that many had forgotten 
the prophecy before its fulfillment. However, time never deters God from His plans and His purpose was 
carefully woven into the tapestry of Jesus’ lineage. Like His ancestor, David, Jesus had a humble beginning. 
David was a shepherd boy, Jesus was born in a manger and called himself ‘the Good Shepherd.” God’s 
testimony about David and Jesus was similar – He was pleased with them. Now, Jesus sits on the throne of 
David forever.

God’s pre-ordained plan includes us too – He adopted us as joint heirs with Jesus, the root of Jesse (Ephe-
sians 1:4-5) (Romans 15:12). What marvelous, humbling love this is!

Pray
Dear Father, help me to always remember that you have a good plan for my life. Help me trust that you will 
work it out yourself. Amen.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Matthew 1:18-25:
Read
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
(1:20)

Reflect
When Matthew writes that Joseph was a righteous man, he seems to suggest that this explains why he re-
solved to break off his engagement to Mary quietly without public shame. It was a rational decision. He was 
saving her and her family from dishonour.

I think there is another perspective. The angel tells Joseph: “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife.” His 
words suggest that there was something more than rational thought behind Joseph’s decision. There was a 
fear factor. He was afraid to take Mary as his wife.

Fear overshadows rational logic and incites self-preservation. It avoids embarrassment and pain. When I 
make a choice out of fear, I can try to cover it up as a rational decision, but at the root, my decision is really 
about self-preservation. It is about playing it safe. The angel asks Joseph to trust that God has a plan for 
him and Mary. A plan that defies human logic. A plan that is not easy or safe. The angel is asking Joseph to 
have faith.

For Joseph, trusting what the angel said took him down a difficult path, but allowed him to be a part of 
God’s plan to save His people from their sins. I believe that God has amazing things in store for us too when 
we trust Him and choose faith over fear, choose others over ourselves, choose the messy and difficult over 
the rational and safe.

Pray
Jesus, lead me to the spaces in my mind and heart where I choose to live in fear and teach me to trust your 
Spirit to guide me out of myself and into true communion with you so that I may love selflessly and give 
generously as one who has received bountifully.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Luke 2:1-5
Read
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child. (2:4-5)

Reflect
2020 has brought a season of great fear in the world. Many moments have felt lonely and isolating. And yet, 
when we look to one of the most quintessential stories of the Bible, we see that the experience of fear and 
uncertainty is nothing new.

Amidst the chaos of this year, did the well-known story of Joseph registering with Mary for the census 
bring you comfort? Did it come to mind and console you during troubled times? How easy it is to forget 
this important example of faith in any month outside of December. And yet, this story shows us that we are 
not alone in moments of fear and loneliness. Mary and Joseph, parents of Jesus Christ, walked through a 
similar fear and stood firm in their trust in the Lord. God was with this nervous young couple in Bethlehem-- 
expecting a child, following a decree of the Roman ruler, and registering for the census. I read this story and 
think that God is also with each of us in our times of uncertainty and anxiety.

We know the goodness that followed Mary and Joseph’s trust cannot be measured. There is goodness 
in store for us too. What might “the census” in this story represent in your life? What are you approaching 
with fear and apprehension? Let us look to Mary and Joseph today, and all year long, as a reminder of trust 
amidst uncertainty, faith in moments of fear, and the calm in the chaos.

Pray
God, thank you for the story of Mary and Joseph. Help me to always recall their faith in my moments of 
fear and uncertainty. Thank you, Lord, that you are constant, yesterday, today and forever. In you I find my 
peace. Amen.
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Jesse Tree Devotional
Westview Baptist Church

Luke 2:6-21
Read
But the angel said to them, “Listen! Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy, which will be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the City of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 
sign to you: You will find the Baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” (2:10-12)

Reflect
Human relationship involves physicality. If you have ever had a close friend or family member move away, 
you might know what I’m talking about – there is a gradual drifting apart that occurs when people separate 
into different geographical locations. Have you ever asked why this happens?

If it was not attributed to a disagreement or lack of shared values, it was likely because you were no longer 
part of the person’s physical life. You could no longer see, touch, or hear your friend through a meal, hug, or 
shared activity. Historically, the nation of Israel found distance a point of frustration in their relationship with 
God. People of today do, too. How is it possible to have a human relationship with a God we can’t see or 
touch? A God that is only an idea or spirit?

Each year we celebrate Christmas because it is the miracle moment that God brought the physical and 
spiritual together in spectacular fashion. God’s plan from the beginning was to use created matter to be an 
expression of his loving nature. God, who is love, became flesh himself in the fleshiest, most earthly way 
possible: Teen pregnancy. Taxes. Human birth. Night skies, fields, animals and mangers. Clothes made from 
fabric scraps. This was tangible physicality involving all of the human senses, and it was something we des-
perately wanted: God with us.

At the same time, God’s ephemeral nature plays a huge role in the story: Mysterious Dreams. Angels. Proph-
ecies and visions. Ponderings of the heart. The transcendent qualities of Spirit are equally important to the 
narrative in ways that delight the very Spirit of God we carry within us.

Christmas is mystery (Spirit) mingled with material matter (Son). It is more than a picture or symbol of love: 
It is the tangible reality of relationship between created and creator (Father), bringing together two oft sep-
arated realms into magnificent complete wholeness. God’s actions at Christmas overcome this impossible 
distance between spirit and flesh. Oh, what a glorious night!

Pray
Thank you, God, for making a way for us, created beings, to come into relationship with you, our Creator. 
Help us, O God, to be the physical representation of your Spirit of love to others in the world on this and 
every day. Amen.
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