
GIFFORD NEWS      November 12, 2020 

Dear Friends at Westminster Bible Chapel, 

 When life seems predictable and under control, it is easy to put off asking the big 
questions, or to be satisfied with simplistic answers. But life is not going that way 
for us now – not for any of us…whatever your faith or belief ‘system’. It’s not 
surprising that the big questions of life are coming up to the surface, and 
demanding our attention. 

The coronavirus confronts us all with the problem of suffering and pain. This, for most of us, is one of life’s 
hardest problems. Experience, in times like these, makes us suspicious of simplistic answers and quick 
attempts to come to terms with pain and suffering…and rightly so. 

The Bible teaches us that Christianity, a faith in Jesus Christ, has something to say about the issue of 
natural disasters like this virus – something that is not to be found anywhere else. 

How should Christians respond to the pandemic or struggles of any kind, for that matter? Jesus gives us 
advice in the last chapters of John’s gospel. 

His advice: maintain perspective: “these things I have spoken to you that you might have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) Love one 
another: “this is My commandment, that you love one another…” (John 15:12). Remember eternity

Peace in a pandemic? Only Jesus can give that. The issue for all of us is: will we trust Him to do so? 

: “peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you. ‘If you 
loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.” 

The covid-19 pandemic hasn’t passed over Belgium. In the first wave this past Spring we were hit very hard. 
We are now in a second wave. Yesterday our country took over the unenviable spot of becoming the 
number one country in the world for deaths per capita from the virus: 12,300 deaths. To give you a 
perspective on this number: if Belgium had the population of Canada, the number of deaths would be 
40,000. If Belgium had the population of the USA the number of deaths be an astonishing 370,000! 

The authorities are at a loss to explain this. The response has been to lockdown again. A bit broader than 
our last, but we are limited to contact with one person inside and 4 if we are outside, wearing masks and 
social distancing. Churches are once again closed as are all non-essential services and stores. This lockdown 
is planned till December 15th when it will be reevaluated. 

We are thankful for Zoom, where we can continue to meet for church services, small group studies, pastoral 
conversations, mentoring, etc. I’ve also been meeting in small groups working through two books: ‘The 
Meaning of Marriage’ by Tim Keller (with several couples) and ‘Instruments in the Hands of the Redeemer’ 
by Paul Tripp – I would highly recommend these books. But not everything can be done via Zoom, so we 
had to cancel a Youth retreat in October and have had to postpone a baptism till we are allowed to meet. 

Camp this summer was very different. Instead of 2 Teens camps with 60 teens each, we were restricted to 
a bubble of 50 including the counselors and kitchen staff. Therefore we had 3 Teens camps with 3 bubbles 
of 50, and all the teens were able to come. There were no covid infections as a result, and 17 teens 
accepted Christ as their Savior. We are thankful this was still able to happen. 

With all the weeks that the church building was closed we were able to work together, at a distance and 
finish the renovations. New windows, doors, floors, ceilings and a lot of general paint and fix up. We were 
able to meet in a small group several weeks in September and we are now looking forward to being able to 
meet again in our renewed building after this lockdown. 



On October 23rd we lost a dear co-worker and friend, Beryl Gelling, a fellow missionary from Ontario, 
Canada. Along with her husband Henk they have faithfully served in Belgium for over 40 years. We mourn 
with Henk and their children and grandchildren, but we rejoice that she is with her Saviour and we will see 
each other again. On one of the last days before the lockdown went back into effect, we were able to hold a 
funeral in our building with 40 in attendance. Bittersweet with all the restrictions, but thankful that it was 
still possible. 

Please pray for us as we continue to look for creative ways to share the Gospel message and encourage 
believers to keep looking in trust to God who holds the future. We have ordered several thousand tracts 
written for a time like this, and will be distributing them in the next weeks. Please pray that God would use 
His Word to bring salvation and comfort to many. 

Joanna is involved in volunteer work that is still able to function partially during the lockdown. She helps in a 
used clothing store that helps fund a food bank for 160 families in our area. Please pray for her testimony to 
fellow workers, as well as those in need. 

On the homefront we have had a somewhat stressful summer. In August our son Daniel and his wife 
Delphine welcomed baby Emma Jo. Delphine had pre-eclampsia and to make a long traumatic story short 
she had an emergency c-section at 33 weeks and delivered Emma Jo at 1.490 kg. It was touch and go for 
both mother and child, and we are so thankful for the many prayers that went up on their behalf. Mother 
and daughter are doing well and Emma Jo is now 3.280 kg and growing! 

At the end of July our daughter Stephanie injured her knee after a bad fall. Due to an error in hospital 
practice after a week in a cast she was rushed to the hospital suffering massive pulmonary embolisms. She 
was kept in ICU to regulate her blood thinners and as a result will be on them till February. She is getting 
physio for her knee and that is helping but the lungs will not be cleared till she has another MRI in January. 
Thank you to all who were praying for her as well. Please continue to pray for her. She recently lost her job 
as well, due to the company’s financial problems, so she will now be looking for work in an economic slump. 
God is faithful and we are trusting Him. 

Both experiences for Daniel and Delphine, as well as Stephanie were made more complicated due to the 
covid restrictions, bringing so much extra stress. We are glad it is behind us now and thankful for the Lord’s 
protection and presence throughout. 

And ending on a happy note. We are looking forward to Anna and Jesse giving birth to our 13th grandchild 
in January. We hope there will be less restrictions then, so we can actually make a hospital visit! 

Thank you for your faithful prayers for the work we are involved in in this needy country. Belgium needs 
your prayers. May His name be glorified. 

Thank you for the gift of $200.00 we received from you this month. We are always thankful for the help this 
is in ministry. 

In Him in whom we trust, 

Peter and Joanna Gifford 

 


