
Thursday Vespers November 26, 2020 
 

The Preparation 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Gladden the soul of your servant, 
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 
The Hymn to the Light 
 

O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you God’s gracious glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is God, 
and blest are you, God’s holy Son. 
 
Now sunset comes but light shines forth; 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise Author, Word and Spirit:  God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 
 
Worthy are you of endless praise,  
O Word of God, life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 
Common Praise #14 

 
Psalm 100 

1 Be joyful in the Lord, * 
all you lands; 

2 serve the Lord with gladness 
and come into the divine presence with a song. 

3 Know this: the Lord, the Lord, is God; * 
the One made us and to whom we belong; 
we are God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture. 

4 Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving; 
   go into these courts with praise; * 

give thanks to God and call upon the name of the Lord. 
5 For the Lord is good, whose steadfast love is everlasting; * 

and whose faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.  
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Luke 21:20-28 
‘When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its 
desolation has come near. Then those in Judea must flee to the 
mountains, and those inside the city must leave it, and those out in the 
country must not enter it; for these are days of vengeance, as a 
fulfilment of all that is written. Woe to those who are pregnant and to 
those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great 
distress on the earth and wrath against this people; they will fall by the 
edge of the sword and be taken away as captives among all nations; and 
Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.  
 
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they 
will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. 
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
Thanks be to God 
 
All are invited to share a word or a phase that stood out, or to offer a 
short thought evoked by the reading. 

 
 
The Prayers 

All are invited to name their intercessions and thanksgivings, either 
silently or aloud. 
 
After a period of silence the following collect is said. 
 
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours 
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and  
chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit 
and gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Dismissal 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia.  
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  
 
May the Lord of Peace give us peace in all ways and at all 
times.  Amen. 


