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-Divine comfort in the midst of real life- 

Date:  December 10, 2017 (Advent 2, Year B) 

1.  Texts:  Isaiah 40:1-11; Ps. 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8. 

2.  Subject:  divine comfort. 

3.  Topic:  trust as the gateway to comfort.   

4.  Aim:  encourage. 

5.  Proposition:  “God is the warrior King in whom we choose to place our trust.” 
 

COMFORT?  YEAH, RIGHT, SURE. 

 

 According to the Book of Isaiah, the prophet is to declare 

Comfort, O comfort my people…Speak tenderly…and cry to her 

that she has served her term…her penalty is paid.1 

But the prophet does not know how.  The people are feckless and faithless.  They 

are like grass on the prairies—one day it grows and the next it withers.  How can 

anyone declare comfort when the people no longer accept the premises on which 

that comfort is built? 

 

 And how can there be comfort in the midst of disaster?  After all, the Jews 

had just spent 70 years in captivity in Babylon.  Their homes and homeland were 

lost.  The king of the Persians was only just in the process of letting the Jews return 

to Palestine, but there was precious little to which to return.  How can there be 

any comfort when all has been lost? 

 

 In truth, it seems little different today for us disciples who serve God as his 

prophets.   

 

 Most people in Canada pay only lip service to their Christian heritage.  A 

grandmother or an aunt attended Church and maybe even said grace before 

meals.  But the vast majority of our friends, neighbours and family members are 

estranged from God.  The majority of people have no home congregation and 

fewer people are attending Church than ever before.  It could be argued that the 

number of people who have never attended a Christian worship service will soon 

be in the majority.   

 

                                                 
1 Isaiah 40:1-2.   
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 How can any prophet declare any comfort to people who have no 

experience of God and do not share the premises of Christian faith?   

 

 Yet, there is no denying that people want and even need such comfort.  The 

economy in Alberta has not yet strongly improved and unemployment is still 

high.2  Shootings seem to abound throughout North America.  Almost 2,000,000 

people in Canada declare that they are divorced.  More than 490 people have died 

from opioid overdoses this year in Alberta.  People want and need comfort. 

 

 But the majority do not share the premises of the comfort which we have to 

offer.  It is as if we Christians are speaking a foreign language and there is no 

universal translator.  We speak and the rest of the world simply shakes its head 

and says, “You’re not making any sense, man.  There is no God—why would he 

let madmen shoot up a Church in Texas?  Why would a God allow an earthquake 

in Iraq or a pedophile in British Columbia?  And don’t even get me started on 

how bad the Church is.  Get real.” 

 

 People want and need what we are commanded to offer, but cannot accept 

it.  We’re stuck and cannot serve God in the way he wants to be served.  We cannot 

declare his comfort to the world. 

 

 So, let’s start by first declaring his comfort to his people.  If we are to declare 

comfort to the world, we must first know it for ourselves. 

 

 The image in Isaiah is striking. 

…say to the cities of Judah, 

   ‘Here is your God!’  

See, the Lord God comes with might, 

   and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

   and his recompense before him.  

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

                                                 
2 7.8% in October, 2017: www.economicdashboard.alberta.ca/unemployment.  At one point, 60,000 energy-field 

workers were unemployed.   
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and carry them in his bosom, 

   and gently lead the mother sheep.3  

The image is that of the warrior king.  This is like David facing Goliath, like 

Alexander the Great conquering Asia Minor and like Genghis Khan in Mongolia 

and China.  God is the warrior king who will punish those who oppress his 

people and conquer those who deny him.  God is the king who will marshal all 

the forces of history to carry out his strategy. 

 

 But it is this warrior God who will hold his children to his breast.  It is this 

God who will serve his people as a shepherd takes care of his flock.  The image is 

striking in its combination of might and tender love.   

 

 This is the God who is on our side.  This is our God. 

 

 I know that it is not easy to trust this reality.  But think about it this way:  

trust is a choice.  Trust is the decision to believe the best about someone, no matter 

what the world may say.  Trust is the choice to act on one’s belief in the other, 

despite the opposition of the world.  Trust is the decision to put love into action, 

based on the reality of the beloved.  Trust is not something we feel.  It is something 

we decide to do.   

 

 So, we Christians must learn to live, trusting God to be our God.  No matter 

what the world may say—no matter how our neighbours may laugh at us—we 

disciples choose to trust that the warrior King is on our side.  We disciples choose 

to behave not only as if God were real, but that he is really with us in all 

circumstances.  Our trust in God and therefore our faith must be made visible and 

public, despite what the world may say or do.   

 

 I think that will be the way to teach the world our language of faith.  They 

cannot share in our comfort until they share in our faith.  They cannot understand 

the language of our comfort until they share in the premises of our faith.  They 

cannot share in that faith until they share in God and with God.   

 

                                                 
3 Isaiah 40:9-11.   
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 For now, all we can do is comfort the other disciples of Christ.  We can live 

and proclaim that our warrior God is with us.  It is only when we have made that 

trust public that we can begin to comfort others with this truth.   

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 

   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

   his understanding is unsearchable.  

He gives power to the faint, 

   and strengthens the powerless.  

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

   and the young will fall exhausted;  

but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 

   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

   they shall walk and not faint.4 

 

 Amen.   

                                                 
4 Isaiah 40:28-31. 


