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The First Sunday of Advent 
Morning Worship for November 29, 2020 

 
 
 
Welcome 
 
Gathering Music 
 
Opening Sentence of Scripture 
 
One    Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height and look toward the east, and see your children gathered 

from west and east at the word of the Holy One.     (Baruch 5:5) 
 
Confession and Absolution of Sin 
 
 
One    A voice cries out in the wilderness, 
   ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
   So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 
 
   A period of silence is kept. 
 
Many   God of all mercy, 
   we confess that we have sinned against you, 
   opposing your will in our lives. 
   We have denied your goodness in each other, 
   in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
   We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
   the evil we have done, 
   and the evil done on our behalf. 
   Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
   through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
   that we may abide in your love 
   and serve only your will.  Amen. 
 
One   Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
   through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, 
   and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 
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Hymn –  The King shall come when morning dawns (St. Stephen) Hymnal 1982  #73 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
One Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
Many You come to your people and set them free. 
 
One  Holy One, open our lips. 
Many And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
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One  Let us pray the following portion of Psalm 80 together, responsively, by whole verse. 
 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18     
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *  

   shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.  
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *  

   stir up your strength and come to help us.  
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *  

   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  
4 O God of hosts, *  

   how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?  
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *  

   you have given them bowls of tears to drink.  
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *  

   and our enemies laugh us to scorn.  
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *  

   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  
16 Let your hand be upon those at your right hand, *  

   those whom you have made so strong for yourself.  
17 So we may never turn away from you, *  

   give us life, that we may call upon your Name.  
18 Restore us, O God of hosts; *  

   show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
At the end of the Psalm is said 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

 
 
The Lessons 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (1:3-9) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 
for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony 
of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

 
One   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Many Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle: The Song of Zechariah  (Luke 1:68-79) 
 
  Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, * 
   you have come to your people and set them free. 
  You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, * 
   born of the house of your servant David. 
  Through your holy prophets you promised of old to save us from our enemies, * 
   from the hands of all who hate us, 
  To show mercy to our forebears, * 
   and to remember your holy covenant. 
  This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham, * 
   to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
  Free to worship you without fear, * 
   holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life. 
  And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
  To give God’s people knowledge of salvation * 
   by the forgiveness of their sins. 
  In the tender compassion of our God * 
   the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
   and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
At the end of the Canticle is said 
 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
 
A Reading from The Gospel of Mark (13:24-37) 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly 
I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 

 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say 
to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
One   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Many Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon by The Right Rev’d Robert C. Wright, Bishop of Atlanta 
 
 
 
 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 
All together 
 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers  
 
 
One Let us now pray in the words our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us. 
 
 
Many  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy Name,     
   thy kingdom come,      
   thy will be done,     
      on earth as it is in heaven.         
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those      
      who trespass against us.       
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.     
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
 
 
One Wherever we are, in the wilderness, the countryside, or the city, God, you are there. That our hearts may be 
 stirred up in thanksgiving for the life you have given us, let us pray, saying: Lord, in your mercy,  
 
Many  Hear our prayer. 
 
One For the gifts of creation, for the sun that lights our day and the moon and stars that shelter the night: May our 
 eyes be open to the beauty around us, the subtle changes in the sky, the delicate coating of the soil from which 
 breaks forth our food and flowers and in which animals make their home. Help us to protect and nurture your 
 creation around us and ever proclaim its wonders. Lord in your mercy, 
 
Many  Hear our prayer. 
 
One  For the Church in every place and for this assembly gathered to worship you, O God: May we be enriched by 
 our diversity and dedicated to preparing leadership for the future, acknowledging our present gifts, and 
 remembering those who in the past birthed us into faith. Let us give thanks for the web of friendship and trust 
 that you give to those who are called the Body of Christ. Lord in your mercy, 
 
Many  Hear our prayer. 
 
One  For those in authority: Let us pray for Christians who witness in places hostile to the Gospel, and let us be 
 thankful for our freedom to practice our faith. Let us pray for our elected leaders and for the leaders of all 
 nations that Christ may transform strangers into friends that all may strive to establish your peace on earth. 
 Lord in your mercy, 
 
Many  Hear our prayer. 
 
One  For this community in our joys and sorrows: Let us remember those who have gone before us, those who 
 have sacrificed for us. Help us to look for what is below the obvious, and from this depth to reach out to 
 others. Help us to know the joy that is mingled even with our utmost grief. Let us give thanks for this 
 gathering of God’s people and for the renewal of life we are given. Lord in your mercy, 
 
Many  Hear our prayer. 
 
One  For those at greatest risk among us: Let us pray for those lonely, rejected, or oppressed, for the sick and those 
 who struggle to regain their strength, for those among us with the longest memories to link us to the past, and 
 for the newest Christians among us, in whose baptism our baptism is again renewed. Lord in your mercy, 
 
Many  Hear our prayer. 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
God of unveiled truth, in times of darkened sun and waning moon, lift up our hearts and waken our love to announce 
the coming dawn of unexpected peace; through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 Intercessions and thanksgivings now follow either silently or aloud. 
 
 
 
A General Thanksgiving 
 
All together 
 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise  
for all that you have done for us.  
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation,  
for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love. 
 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends,  
and for the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 
 
We thank you for setting us at tasks  
which demand our best efforts,  
and for leading us to accomplishments  
which satisfy and delight us. 
 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.  
 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ;  
for the truth of his Word and the example of his life;  
for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation;  
for his dying, through which he overcame death;  
and for his rising to life again,  
in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 
 
Grant us the gift of your Spirit,  
that we may know Christ and make Christ known;  
and through Christ, at all times and in all places,  
may give thanks to you in all things.  Amen. 
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Hymn –  Lo! He comes, with clouds descending (Helmsley) –The Hymnal 1982  #57 
 
 

 
 

 
 
A Closing Prayer 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to your people, who trust in your love.  By your coming, raise us 
to share in the joy of your kingdom on earth as in heaven, where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Many  Thanks be to God.  
 


