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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for 
you, when you will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Stir up your power, and come! Familiar words we have become accustomed to in the Season of 
Advent, that beg the question:  What do we expect Christ’s coming to look like?  Isaiah wants 
God to rip the heavens open. And perhaps we, too, cry out for an apparently distant, angry God 
to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man 
with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever 
hope for. And when we really look at the suffering of our world we can share the hope that God 
would tear open the heavens and come.  Still, just as the people of God were surprised and 
offended that the promised Messiah would come to simple carpenter and a rude stable; we 
may yet be surprised and challenged by Christ’s promised return that doesn’t look at all as we 
hope.  And so today, the encouragement—stay awake! Expect the unexpected—the hope and 
surprise of God coming among us in brand new ways! 
 
GATHERING 
 
Let us join together to worship the God who fulfills all promises, Jesus Christ, the hope born of 
Mary, and the Holy Spirit, who fuels our hope as we await Christ’s return. 
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“Jesus Christ You Are the Light of the World”  (Holden Evening Prayer #2) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be    with    us    in   the     new      light    of     this     morning; 

And    chase     away     the     shadows    of   our     fear; 
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“Joyous Light”  (Holden Evening Prayer #3)   

 

 

Morning    dawns    around    us 
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CONFESSION  
 
 
Jesus, who comes as new birth, 
we have prepared for you 
with comfortable traditions and humble requests. 
 
We have memorialized your birth 
as if it was a past act 
and not the bold declaration of a living God. 
 
We have rested in the safer hope of your work, 
abandoning our call as co-creators of the Beloved Community, 
harming your children with our ill-informed action and comfort-catering inaction. 
 
All this we humbly confess. 
 
Help us remember in this season of anticipation 
that we prepare not only for you, 
but because of you. 
 
Challenge us to examine our intentions, 
and to hold sacred both the act of preparing, 
and the transforming justice love of the one who comes. 
Amen 
 
KYRIE  

Forgive us Lord, 
We struggle to hope 
Lord, have mercy 
 
Forgive us Lord, 
We struggle to Love 
Lord have mercy 
 
Forgive us Lord 
We struggle with anger 
Lord have mercy 
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Lord have mercy (Holden Evening Prayer #4) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Give ear, O God in whom we hope, to our pleas for your help. Rend the heavens and come 
down, that we may see your great power and glory. Make us attentive to the signs of your 
coming, and wake us up anew to your presence, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING WEEK 1:  
 
With voices rising, rising like incense 
 
*light candle* 
 
We pray to you in hope, our God 
We pray to you in hope, our God 
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In you alone we hope 
You who stir up your power to save 
You who come down to us 
Unbounded love put into flesh and bones 
  
Being all powerful 
Becoming most vulnerable 
That is how you make true love known 
 
You call us to awaken, see you all around us 
In immigrant mother, in homeless youth, in raised hands and held breath 
 
We pray to you in hope, our God 
We pray to you in hope, our God 
You are our hope 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
READING   1 Corinthians 1:3-9   
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
God’s story, your story. 
 Thanks be to God!  
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HYMN  “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (vs 1-3, 5)  ELW #659 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
COMMISSIONING OF STEPHEN LEADERS 
 
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself." 
This is how Jesus summarizes the 10 commandments and the way we best live out our lives 
together with God and with one another.  That the ways we live in love and care for one 
another are an extension of the ministry of Jesus among us and God’s mission of life and love 
for the world.  We love because Christ first loved us.  Love that is extended in care and service 
to and for one another in very intentional ways, one of which we uphold today as we 
commission Karen Stewardson and Margaret Banmann as Stephen Leaders in our 
congregation and as we give our thanks to Betty Lambert who has taken the key leadership 
role of our Stephen Ministry program since 1996; and all those who have trained and served as 
Stephen Ministers over the past 25 years.  As trained lay leaders of this congregation Stephen 
Ministers intentionally commit to a journey of care and compassion with others who are 
hurting and facing the struggles that this life brings.   
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Let us pray.  Gracious God, we give you thanks for loving us, for giving your Son to die and rise 
for us, and for calling us all to the ministry of care and love for one another.  Thank you for all 
those you have equipped and who have committed their lives in service to others.   
 
Especially today we give you thanks for Betty.  For her witness to your love through her work of 
caring, organizing and training Stephen Leaders and Ministers for the past 24 years.  Thank 
you for her gentle spirit, for her tender heart, for her love and care for all those she has 
journeyed with and for those she cares for still.  Bless her richly in the days and years ahead as 
you call her to new ways of serving and grant her also the grace of much needed rest. 
 
Faithful and everlasting God, we give you thanks also for Karen and Margaret, for their gifts to 
lead, for their vision and passion for ministry, for loving hearts and their desire to bring hope 
and encouragement to others.  Strengthen, encourage, and inspire them as they seek to be 
faithful in their service and care.  Bless and grow their ministry among us and raise up others 
who would carry your healing, freedom, and renewal to the suffering and in pain.  Fill us all 
with the power of your Holy Spirit; that all might know fullness of life and grace in you; through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 
 
READING   1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them 
in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
  
  
Karen and Margaret, you have been trained as Stephen Leaders of this congregation and in the 
larger ministry of God’s church in the world.  You have committed your time, your energy, your 
passion and gifts to the mission and call of Christ and towards a ministry of healing and care. 
Will you offer your giftedness to this ministry, striving to trust God as your guide and 
inspiration? 
 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Will you work to the best of your ability to nurture, train, equip, and empower others; to model 
patience, respect, and faith in the struggle and the joy; to pray for one another; seeking God’s 
healing and grace for the life of all? 
 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 



9 
 

I now ask you, people of Good Shepherd:  
Will you pray for these gifted people called by God as Stephen Leaders and the intentional 
caring ministry of this community of faith? Will you support them; celebrate and uphold their 
service and work among us? 
 
We will, and we ask God to help us. 
Let us pray. Gracious God, for Jesus’ sake, empower Karen and Margaret as commissioned 
Stephen Leaders and bless them in their work and lives of faith. Help them to teach faithfully, 
lead patiently, and guide with courage. Fill them with compassion and grace and stir up in 
them the gift of your Holy Spirit, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
People in the assembly may raise their hands in blessing as the presiding minister continues. 
  
Almighty God, who has given you the gifts and the will to do these things, graciously give you 
the strength and compassion to perform them. Amen. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, Alleluia 
We prepare for you, O Lord 
Your words give us hope for life with you 
Alleluia 
 

GOSPEL   Mark 13:24-37 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 13th Chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord 
 
But in those days, after that suffering, 
 the sun will be darkened, 
 and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
 and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory. Then he will 
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven. 
 
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
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But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he 
comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake." 
 
The Gospel of our Lord 
Praise to you O Christ 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   “Awake, Awake” (vs. 1,3, 4)  ELW #242 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  “God of Mercy” (Holden Evening Prayer #10-11) 
 

Song leader and congregation: Hmmm 
                                                       God of mercy, hold us in love. 
 
Song Leader: In peace, in peace, we pray to you: 
Congregation: God of mercy, hold us in love. 
 
Prayer leader: We pray for your church throughout the world, that it might shine a little  
brighter for you each day. Help us as your people to speak and live your words of hope so that 
everyone may come to know you and put their hope in you.  
 
Song leader: For all those who govern that justice might guide them: 
Congregation: God of mercy, hold us in love. 
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Prayer leader: We pray for leaders of the nations. Work in their hearts that they might put the  
needs of their people before their own. Help them and us to not lose heart, but to keep hopeful 
that fairness and your ways, O God, will prevail so that everyone will have what they need. 
 
Song Leader: For all those who labor in service to others: 
Congregation: God of mercy, hold us in love. 
 
Prayer leader:  We pray for this faith community, that we might live in hope. Be with Paula 
Dietrich and Colleen Dixson, and bless Doreen Allen as she adjusts to living with family. We  give 
thanks for the choir, and for those who now lead us in song. As we pray, come Lord Jesus, come, 
help us to see you in the unexpected.  
 
Song leader: Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger: 
Congregation: God of mercy, hold us in love. 
 
Prayer leader: We bring before you all those who are suffering with or because of COVID, the 
grieving and those who long to go home to Heaven, those who feel they have no hope, the 
sick, especially Sharla, Debi, Renee, Marion, Arne, Eva, Olai and Suzy, Dave and Trudy, Lyle 
and Marlene, Olivia, Syd, Pastor Dick and Jan, Corrie, Patrick, Klaus, Harriet, Shirley, Eowyn, 
Catherine, Grace, Lilian, Margaret, Clayton, Montgomery, Rosemary, Landon, Wayne, 
Shellene, Elizabeth, Clayton, and Judy and Ron. Be their constant hope and strength. 
 
Song leader: Help us, comfort us, all of our days: 
Congregation: Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 
 
Leader: Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to your 
people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and 
justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen 
 
Leader: God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray. 
Congregation: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come: your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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FINAL BLESSING  (Holden Evening Prayer #12)        
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
By the power of the Holy Spirit may we abound in hope. 
 
As we are sent, so now we go in peace to love and serve our God. 
Thanks be to God!  We Will! 
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