
ADVENT 1: IN THOSE DAYS 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

10 AM FAMILY SERVICE – LIVESTREAM 
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Presider: Rev. Sharon Smith 

Music: Siiri Rebane 
Evan Jennings 
Marc Kaiser (Cello)

Reader 1& 2:  Vivian McGie 
Intercessor:   Bev London

Altar Guild:    Bonnie Grundy 
Door Décor: Lori Burns
Sound: Susana Valente 

Livestream: Gordon Lee
Armin

2



3

Welcome and Intentions: Rev Sharon 

Gathering of the Community:

Presider:  In this time and place 

We  gather on the unceded 

ancestral lands of the Squamish 

and Tsleil-Watuth nations 

Instrumental: O Come O Come Emmanuel  

(arr. The Piano Guys) 

Lighting of Altar candles and Advent Candle 
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Presider: Eternal Light, shine into our hearts, 

All: Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil, 

Eternal Friend, be our support, 

Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of 

our ignorance, 

Eternal Mercy, we  receive your kindness, 

That with all our heart and mind and soul 

and strength 

We may seek your face and be brought 

into your presence; 

Through the coming light of Christ. 

Amen 

Prayer by Alcuin of York- adapted c 735-804 

contributed by Bonnie Grundy

Presider: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

All: Also with you
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Opening Hymn: Come, O Long-expected Jesus 

Come, O long-expected Jesus,

born to set your people free!

from our fears and sins release us,

Christ in whom our rest shall be.

Israel's strength and consolation,

born salvation to impart;

dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.

Born your people to deliver,

born a child, and yet a king;

born to reign in us for ever,

now your gracious kingdom bring:

By your own eternal Spirit

rule in our hearts alone;

by your all-sufficient merit

raise us to your glorious throne.



Prayer of the Day : 

Presider:     Loving God 

All: As the church begins a new liturgical year 

and Christians around the world look 

forward to celebrating the birth of the 

Prince of Peace, we ask that You will touch 

the hearts and minds of all those in 

authority that a way may be found to 

lasting peace and justice for all people. 

Amen.

Children’s Advent Story: Rev. Sharon  
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Artist: Jan Richardson



The Proclamation of the Word 

First Reading:  Blessing the Door By Jan Richardson

First let us say

a blessing

upon all who have

entered here before

us.

You can see the sign

of their passage

by the worn place

where their hand rested

on the doorframe

as they walked through,

the smooth sill

of the threshold

where they crossed.
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Press your ear

to the door

for a moment before

you enter

and you will hear

their voices murmuring

words you cannot

quite make out

but know

are full of welcome.

On the other side

these ones who wait—

for you,

if you do not

know by now—

understand what

a blessing can do

how it appears like

nothing you expected

how it arrives as

visitor,

outrageous invitation,

child;

how it takes the form

of angel

or dream;
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how it comes

in words like

How can this be?

and

lifted up the lowly;

how it sounds like

in the wilderness

prepare the way.

Those who wait

for you know

how the mark of

a true blessing

is that it will take you

where you did not

think to go.

Once through this door

there will be more:

more doors

more blessings

more who watch and

wait for you

but here

at this door of

beginning

the blessing cannot

be said without you.
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So lay your palm

against the frame

that those before you

touched

place your feet

where others paused

in this entryway.

Say the thing that

you most need

and the door will

open wide

and by this word

the door is blessed

and by this word

the blessing is begun

from which

door by door

all the rest

will come.

Reader:  Let us hear what the Spirit is saying, 

People:  Thanks be to God.
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Praying the Psalms:

Psalm 80: 1-7 (paraphrase by Nan Merrill) 

Presider: Eternal Listener, 

All: Give heed to your people, 

You, who are our Guide 

and our Light!

You, who dwell amidst the 

angels, 

shine forth into the 

heart of all nations!

Enliven your people with 

compassion 

that peace and justice 

might flourish. 

Restore us. O Holy One;

let your face shine upon us, 

teach us to love! 

Amen.  
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Second Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9

This lament comes from a people who have had their 

hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem 

and a renewed people of God have not been realized. 

Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and 

famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the 

God who has brought deliverance in the past.

Reader: Let us hear what the Spirit is saying

All: Thanks to be God 

Artist: Anna E. Blunden 
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Gospel Hymn: Come, Christmas Child 

(Shirley Elena Murrey/Ron Klusmeier)

Come, Christmas Child, come again in your wonder,

changing the world with the light that you hold;

burst through the mist and the dust of the ages,

Word for our time to unwrap and unfold.

Come to be born in a comfortless cradle,

come where our cruelties keep us in chains:

Herod still hunts for our innocent children,

Rachel still weeps and her sorrow remains.

Bring us your mirror of hope and compassion,

bring us your mindset that mends and restores,

bake us the bread of new life you will offer,

knocking once more on humanity's doors.
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Gospel Reading: Mark 13:24-37

Presider: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Mark 

People: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus encourages his

followers to have

hope for a day

when suffering will

end, and Christ will

be all and in all.

Presider: The Gospel of Christ.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Artist: Jan Richardson 
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Gospel Hymn, continued: 

Come, Christmas Child, in the festival's flurry, come in 

the silence, the pain and the night, come in the 

hearts that are faith-filled as Mary's,

bringing the joy of the love you invite.

Homily – Rev Sharon

Artist:  Henry O. Tanner
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Affirmation of Faith

Presider: Moses said, 

All: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. 

Presider:  And Jesus affirmed: 
All: Love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, 
And with all your strength.
This is the first and the great 
commandment, the second is 
like it: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no 
commandment greater 
than these. 

All: Spirit of God, search our 
hearts. 

Prayers of the People
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Confession

Presider:  Let us in silence confess our faults and 

admit our frailty. 

Before God, with the People of God

All: We confess to our brokenness; 

to the ways we wound our lives, 

the lives of others, 

and the Life of the world.

Presider: May God forgive us 

Christ renew us 

And the Spirit enable us to grow in love.

All: Amen 
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(Iona Abbey Worship Book 2011) 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and for ever.  Amen.
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Presider:  As our Saviour taught us,

let us pray in the language of our hearts, 

as we say: 



Announcements 

Blessing: Rev Sharon

Presider: When the lights of our lives grow dimmer

All: Lead us to trust you in the dark

Presider: When our comforts are uncertain

All: Awaken us to your sure presence

Presider: When we are in need of courage and hope

All: Welcome us to the heart of all being.

Amen
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See website for details: 

https://www.saint-catherines.org/



Closing Hymn: Our Hope is in Jesus

(David MacGregor)
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Our hope is in Jesus

Our future, our promise

In Jesus, we live and we move

have our being

Life in its fullness

The way now, tomorrow 

Truth for the ages

O, Christ be our hope

Our hope is in Jesus

our call: be awake now

preparing the way

For God’s kingdom is come

forgotten are welcomed

the needy are nourished

We bring our praises

To Christ as our hope
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Chorus 

Christ, our hope

Christ, our hope

Christ, our hope 

Emmanuel

Our hope is in Jesus

Our Lord, ever risen

Heirs to God’s future

Salvation be ours

In Hope that is living

and joyful and giving

Hope that’s forever

O Christ, be our hope

Chorus 

Christ, our hope

Christ, our hope

Christ, our hope 

Emmanuel

Closing Hymn: Our Hope is in Jesus



Dismissal 

Priest: Let us bless the Lord

People:      Thanks to be God
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Coffee Time Follows

@ Noon – 12:30pm

For assistance: 

Please email Natasha at scadmin@shaw.ca
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Join Zoom Meeting by 
video: https://zoom.us/j/93034140745

Or using your Zoom App by in putting 
the Meeting ID:
930 3414 0745

Or by phone: (778) 907 2071, with 
the Meeting ID: 
930 3414 0745


