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Children of God 
 

What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although 

he owns the whole estate. The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his 

father. So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces 

of the world. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 

Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, 

“Abba , Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God 

has made you also an heir.  (Galatians 4:1 - 7 NIV11) 

 

We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles know that a person is not justified by the works 

of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may 

be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law 

no one will be justified.  (Galatians 2:15–16 NIV11) 

 

Why, then, was the law given at all? (Galatians 3:19 NIV11) 

1. The law was added because of transgressions 

Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 

whom the promise referred had come. (that is, until Jesus came) (Galatians 3:19 NIV11) 

 

The law deals with sin 

 

The law shows us the sinfulness of sin 

 

2. The law was a guardian 

Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith 

that was to come would be revealed. So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we 

might be justified by faith. Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.  

(Galatians 3:23–25 NIV11) 



Limited time 

Definite beginning 

What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later (after God’s covenant with Abraham), 

does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the 

promise.  (Galatians 3:17 NIV11) 

Definite end 

Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 

whom the promise referred had come (Jesus). (Galatians 3:19 NIV11) 

 

The Law Today 

 

It does not apply 

 

It does apply 

 

Parts of it apply 

 

It applies in a fulfilled sense 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them.  (Matthew 5:17 NIV11) 

 

Sermon on the Mount 

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law 

and the Prophets.  (Matthew 7:12 NIV11) 

 

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his 

sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba , Father.” So 

you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an 

heir.  (Galatians 4:1–7 NIV11) 


