CROSSBEAMS December
2020

Happy New Year, Church!
Yes, you heard me correctly. It’s only December, but
I’m wishing you “Happy New Year!”

takes on flesh and rescues us by becoming one of us,
living as we live, and teaching us new ways to love and
new ways to see our situation.

The church operates on a calendar too, but it doesn’t
run from January to December. Our year ends with
Christ the King Sunday in November and starts again with
the first Sunday in Advent.

More than ever, we need this redemptive work of
God. We need this God enfleshed. We need a new frame.
This Advent as we once again
await the coming of the Promised One, “let every heart prepare Hm room.” This is a good
month to humble ourselves, turn
our hearts toward prayer, perform small acts of mercy and
kindness for those around us,
and remember that we are preparing for Emmanuel, God-withus, even and especially in hard
times.

We begin by standing in the
mess of our current situation,
with all of its griefs, inadequacies, failings, drama, futility,
frailty, abuse, and injustice. We
need to know that the God who
spins the planets cares about us
and will act in our favor. We
begin with the realization that
we cannot redeem ourselves or
our situation, but need the God
of our vast universe to rescue us
and intervene on our behalf.

Pastor Laura

We need to know that our smallness is not too small
for God and we look forward with anticipation to the
reign of God breaking into our lives where we are and
as we are.
2020 has been a strange and difficult year, so we are
even more aware of our personal and corporate need
for God’s mercy and love than usual. We begin Advent
keening for the palpable presence of God in our own
homes and hearts, especially yearning for God’s power
to make things right in the world. Is it possible that
God really loves us?
Like the sun beginning to break over the horizon, Advent anticipates a growing awareness of just how
much God loves us. God is not content to remain distant, awesome, and fearsome, but bends low to us,
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It was this distinction between LAW and GOSPEL which
was one of the primary insights that Luther had. He
was living under a law-orientation that he had to be
good enough to be assured of being saved. Luther was
an Old Testament professor and scholars say that it
was Habakkuk 2:4 which opened his eyes,
Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but
the righteous live by their faith.

Law and Gospel
A way of viewing
Scripture, God and
the world

Lutheran
Core Beliefs

In these last few weeks of the 2020 church year, we’ve
been hearing and preaching on parables from the 25 th This was powerfully reinforced with Ephesians 2:8-9,
chapter of Matthew: The Ten Bridesmaids [Mt. 25: 1- For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not
13], the Parable of the Talents [Mt. 25:14-30], and The
the result of works, so that no one may boast.
Sheep and the Goats [Mt. 25:31-46]. Each of these parables has a rather harsh edge to it:
As Luther took these to heart, he began reading the
•
Ten Bridesmaids – But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I New Testament and the Old Testament through this
gospel lens… looking for the witness to God’s grace
do not know you.’ (v. 12)
•
The Talents - As for this worthless slave, throw him and love for us humans.
into the outer darkness, where there will be weepThis then brings us back to Matthew 25. Through a law
ing and gnashing of teeth.’ (v. 30)
•
The Sheep and the Goats - And these will go away lens, these parables seem to reinforce a tendency that
we seem to have to believe that we better live the
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
right way or else! Through a gospel lens, we can hear
eternal life.” (v. 46)
the God who loves the poor, the outcast, the imprisEach of these parables has a similar formula: Do this or oned and the sick. We can hear the God who loves us
live this way OR ELSE you will be punished. We all rec- so much that God wants us to stay awake and fall into
a life trapped by sin. We can hear a God who showers
ognize this as LAW. When we are driving, shopping,
interacting with others, and even walking our dogs, we us with gifts so that by using them we may be a blessing to the world and a partners with God in spreading
are constantly navigating a sea of laws which deter
love and grace.
behavior that is possibly harmful to others or ourselves. If we break these laws (and get caught) then
People bring many different perspectives (i.e. lenses)
we can expect negative consequences to these acto their reading of the Bible. When Lutherans are betions.
ing Lutheran, we read the scriptures through a gospel
lens and rejoice in seeing and hearing a God who loves
The Bible teaches us that God has given us laws to
and all people.
abide by. First and foremost are the Ten Commandments given to Moses at Mt. Sinai. These are given as Peace,
part of a covenantal relationship where the people of
Israel agree to be God’s people and God agrees to be
their God. We acknowledge this covenant as the “first
covenant” or as it is codified in our Bibles, the Old Testament. We celebrate the revelation of God’s grace
made flesh in Jesus the Christ as the new covenant or
New Testament. We call this GOSPEL. It is the good
news that in Jesus we are made right with God and
assured of God’s love and grace.
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The person in whom we most clearly see the gospel is Jesus. God sent him to us. He lived God's will and way, welcoming both the outcasts and the religious types. (Though
Jesus had lots to say to the religious elite, he still accepted
them.) None of them had to become something else in order to pave the way for Jesus' coming to them. Jesus was
crucified because he loved so thoroughly. It was a scandal,
and it really messed up the social norms of the time. Even
better news in Jesus' story is that God raised Jesus from the
dead. Life wins when God is in charge, not death.

How to Tell the Difference
between the Law and the
Gospel
[This article is from the Confirmation program called Here We
Stand.]

Lutheran
Core Beliefs

Here it is in a nutshell: the law is what we do for God. The
Jesus did make suggestions about how people might begospel is what God does for us. Of course, any good theolo- have, however. This is where the law and gospel are really
gian knows that's not nearly enough to say, so...
two sides of the same coin. There is an old Lutheran line:
"The law shows us our sin. The gospel shows us our Savior."
Let's expand this just a bit. The law in Lutheran understand- If we do not see and believe that we fall short of God's viing is God given, and so is useful and holy in its own right.
sion for us and our world, then we won't see a need for salThe Ten Commandments are a case in point. Rules, comvation. At the same time, if we see only the ways we fall
mands, encouragements, instruction, all point toward some short, and not God's promise of redemption, we may find
standard of behavior, attitude, and/or thought. Through the ourselves keeping score in an attempt to measure our worlaw, we learn how God would have us live. The law is a re- thiness. We will spend our spiritual energy striving to work
flection of God's desires and hopes for us and, in many cas- our way to God, trying to be good, or at least better than
es, reflects the wisdom of the natural order of things. For
our neighbor.
example, the fifth commandment, "Thou shalt not kill,"
makes perfect sense if we are trying to live in community. It On the other hand, if all we have is the gospel, we may not
simply will not do to have people killing other people, beunderstand what God's welcome is all about. What's the
cause killing engenders suspicion and fear, and threatens
value of having God around? If there isn't any trouble, if we
the survival of the group. The point is to support and nurdon't see how our short-sightedness sabotages our wellture one another so all our lives will be better.
being, if we are just fine and dandy, then we don't need
God, except perhaps as the great prime-mover who pretty
There are other kinds of law. From the Lutheran perspecmuch backed out of things once the creation was launched.
tive, laws such as those in Leviticus may not have the same
timelessness as the Ten Commandments, but faithful peo- When the law and the gospel are held in tension, they are a
ple looked on these commands as ways they could honor
dialectic that produces energy and movement. We glimpse
their relationship with God. The contemporary value of
God's intent for us in the law but see also our shortthese laws varies. Many in the Jewish tradition, for examsightedness. Because the gospel assures us that we are alple, still seek to keep the laws in Leviticus. Many arguments ready a part of God's circle, we don't need to scramble to
in the Christian community over the centuries have been
earn God's favor in spite of our flaws. Instead, we can find
over which laws are timeless and which laws have become energy in God's love to try again and again, with our hearts
obsolete or less useful because the context has changed.
focused on the well-being of our selves, our communities,
and the whole creation. When salvation is a given, we can
The gospel is about God's behavior, not ours. Lutherans talk engage our lives with generosity and hope in spite of, and
about getting the direction right. We do not work our way even because of, our apparent failings.
into God's favor, so the law is not "salvific." We cannot be
From HERE WE STAND Confirmation Sesaved by the law. The gospel however, can and does save
ries. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
us. The gospel is our welcome into God's embrace, our forAll rights reserved.
giveness, and our adoption (to use Paul's metaphor), and
God is the one who both offers and facilitates the welcome.
Getting the direction right means we know that our relationship with God is initiated and sustained by God. God
comes to us, not vice versa.
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Jesus did not come to impose Christendom like an imperial system. Every description he offers of God’s
by Richard Rohr
Reign—of love, relationship, non-judgment, and forgiveness, where the last shall be first and the first shall
The following is the daily devotion for Thursday, No- be last—shows that imposition is an impossibility!
vember 19, 2020 from the Center for Action and Con- Wherever we have tried to force Christianity on peotemplation .It is part of that week’s theme, “Jesus and ple, the long-term results have been disastrous. The
the Reign of God.”
Gospel flourishes in the realm of true freedom.
cac.org/category/daily-meditations/

The Reign of God as Community

The world has suffered much from the various forms
of Christian colonialism. Yet the Reign of God is an alternative to domination systems and all “isms.” Jesus
teaches that right relationship (i.e., love) is the ultimate and daily criterion. If a social order allows and
encourages strong connectedness between people
and creation, people and each other, people and God,
then you have a truly sacred culture: the Reign of God.
It is not a world without pain or mystery, but simply a
world where we are connected and in communion
with all things.
The Kingdom is about union and communion, which
means that it is also about mercy, forgiveness, nonviolence, letting go, solidarity, service, and lives of love,
patience, and simplicity. Who can doubt that this is the
sum and substance of Jesus’ teaching? In the Reign of
God, the very motive for rivalry, greed, and violence
has been destroyed. We know we are all part of God’s
Beloved Community.
Author, activist, and community organizer Lisa Sharon
Harper describes it in this way:
Evidence of the presence of the Kingdom of God is
thick wherever and whenever people stand on the
promise of God that there is more to this world—more
to this life—than what we see. There is more than the
getting over, getting by, or getting mine. There is more
than the brokenness, the destruction, and the despair
that threaten to wash over us like the waters of the
deep. There is a vision of a world where God cuts
through the chaos, where God speaks and there is
light. There is a vision where there is protection and
where love is binding every relationship together.[1]
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But it is a freedom we must choose for ourselves. It is
almost impossible to turn away from what seems like
the only game in town (political, economic, or religious), unless we have glimpsed a more attractive alternative. It is hard to imagine it, much less imitate it,
unless we see someone else do it first. Jesus is that
icon of the more attractive alternative, a living parable.
Jesus has forever changed our human imagination, and
we are now both burdened and gladdened by the new
possibility. There is good news to counter the deadening bad news, but one first has to be turned away from
a conventional way of understanding.
I do not think that Jesus ever expected that the whole
world would become formally Christian, but his truth
about right relationship and his proclamation of the
power of powerlessness will save the world from selfdestruction.

… love God with all your heart
Weekly offerings may be mailed into the church, or go on our
website www.churchofthecross.ca
and click the DONATE button, OR
e-transfer to churchofthecross@shaw.ca
OR mail to: 10620 Elbow Dr. SW
Many thanks to those of you who have continued your weekly
offerings.

The MUSTARD SEED is again receiving stuffed socks for the Christmas Season. To ‘stuff a pair of socks’ we need the following items:

For personal hygiene (i.e. soap, toothbrush and paste, deodorant,
lip balm, skin cream, shampoo, comb, tissues), chocolate bars, candy treats, pen and writing pad, bus tickets, gift cards (e.g. Tim Hortons).
A box will be placed in the narthex for your donations.
December 12th is the final day for collection.

December Cause of the Month CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
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… love God with all your heart

Check out CLWR online for their “Gifts from the Heart” catalogue
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… love God with all your heart
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… love God with all your heart

The End of an Era
Are you ready to say goodbye to Dianne? We aren’t, but ready or
not, she retires at the end of the year.
She’ll leave with 22 ½ years’ experience – including a great portion of our institutional knowledge.
She and Gates will remain members of Lutheran Church of the
Cross, but this familiar scene of Dianne at her desk in the front
office will become a thing of the past.
We celebrate with Dianne as she reaches this awesome milestone and prepares for a vacation with Gates from coast to coast
to coast in the summer of 2021, and we begin a new era in the
life of this congregation, as we seek someone to excel at office
administration, social media, and technology. We hope to find
someone who can approach Dianne’s good-nature, flexibility,
compassion and cheerfulness.
COVID-19 protocols will deny us the kind of end-of-career celebration we would like to hold for Dianne, but we invite you now
to scour through your pictures, make farewell videos with your
phones, write thank-you/farewell cards, and begin planning your
gift-giving.
Pastor Phil is coordinating the picture and video gathering; gifts and cards for Dianne may be dropped off in Pastor
Laura’s office. Plan to have all of your farewell commemorations complete by Dec 7. This will give us time to make a
thoughtful remembrance for Dianne.
In the meantime, feel free to call or stop by the office (socially distanced, masked, and with sanitized hands, of
course!) and say goodbye to our wonderful office administrator.

We love you, Dianne! Thanks for all of your hard
work, good cheer, and constant presence!
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… love God with all your mind
Courage in the face of difficulty? In spite of all the
challenges we have faced, the pastors, the Minister
“ … happiness cannot be pursued; it must ensue, and of Music and the Office Administrator have found
it only does so as the unintended side-effect of one’s novel and creative ways to overcome them. As have
personal dedication to a cause greater than oneself, other members of the congregation. Think of
livestreaming services; the signs left outside of assistor as the byproduct of one’s surrender to a person
ed living places where our members live in isolation;
other than oneself.”
the birthday party for Corliss Holmes; the Brown Bag
~ Victor Frankl, “Man’s Search for Meaning” Lunch for Calgary Kids initiative; and all the other
projects taken on by congregational members to help
make the world a better place for others.

Call for Council Members 2021

These words, written by Viktor Frankl in 1959, spring
from his experiences in the Nazi death camp at
Auschwitz, and are a meditation on the most astonishing quest for a man to take up in that grim place:
the meaning of life.

What is my point here? It’s this. Think about joining
Council in 2021. It’s a bit of work, but what it offers is
access to Frankl's three sources of happiness: meaningful work, love, and courage in the face of difficulty.
It offers you a chance to dedicate yourself to someA strange way to start off an appeal for volunteers for thing greater than you. In short, it offers the answer
to the question we all face at some point: the Meanthe 2021 Congregational Council. But there’s a reaing of Life.
son. The meaning of life, Frankl concluded, comes
from three possible sources: meaningful work; love; Join us.
and courage in the face of difficulty. Join the Church
Bill Ogilvie
Council: you will find these things in abundance.
Council Chair
Meaningful Work? The church has had quite a year
dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s wrestling
with the problems of systemic racism; reaching out
to the Indigenous community; helping provide food
to those who have none; joining the fight to make
Calgary a better place for all. Every aspect of the
church’s activities is fraught with meaning, at the
deepest and most spiritual level.
Love? Hardly needs to be mentioned. This is a Christian community: love and caring are central to its existence. I really can’t list all the ways that the congregation reaches out to every person it touches, from
the first moment they contact the church. It welcomes them, receives them as family, rejoices with
them, mourns with them, and suffers with them. It
provides comfort and a sympathetic ear to anyone
who needs them. If you haven't seen this already, go
and sit in the office for an hour. That’s all it will take.
December 2020
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… love God with all your soul
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… love God with all your soul

Blue Christmas:

The Longest
Night of the Year
The Advent and Christmas seasons are seasons of
hope, joy, and excitement. They are often marked by
merriment and happiness as the church celebrates
the promise of the coming Christ child. But what
about the pain and hurt people may be experiencing
because of what’s going on in the world or in their
individual lives? What about people who are grieving,
in pain, or simply not feeling “the Christmas spirit”?
What about people who are isolated, depressed, ill,
or simply sick of social distancing?
Every year we host a “Blue Christmas” or “Longest
Night of the Year” service. On or near the evening of
the winter solstice (the longest night of the year), we
gather with our concerns, worries, pain, and grief;
acknowledge our struggles before God; share a time
of healing; and look to the coming Christ child for our
hope.
This service is tremendous witness to those who are
struggling in our community and is a witness to everyone that the Christ child comes as a sign of hope in
the face of despair. It is also a witness that we are
intentional about upholding members of our community in whatever season of life they may find themselves. This service is part of the ministry of Church of
the Cross Prayer and Care.
Are you feeling “blue”? This is the service for you!
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This year, there will be two
online Longest Night of the
Year services:
Sunday, December 20, 7pm
SW Area Lutheran Churches Longest Night Service,
hosted by Hope Lutheran

Monday, December 21
Church of the Cross Longest Night Service

Both services will be available online
through the worship tab of our website:
www.churchofthecross.ca

… love God with all your soul

Advent and Christmas Worship
We are choosing to suspend in-person worship through
the end of 2020 and instead provide in-home worship
resources for you throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons. Please keep yourselves, your families,
and our communities safe.

We are providing an extensive schedule of video worship, all available on our church website:
www.churchofthecross.ca

Advent and Christmas
Worship Schedule
Sundays: Advent Service of the Word available all day. Zoom Prayer Room open for communion at 11 am;
for fellowship at 11:15am; and for sermon talk-back from 11:30am-noon.
Mondays -Saturdays during Advent: 10-minute Advent devotions available all day
Wednesdays during Advent: Mid-week Advent worship available all day
The Longest Night of the Year (Blue Christmas): Sunday, December 20, 7pm courtesy of the SW Area Lutheran Churches, hosted by Hope Lutheran. This service is livestreamed.
The Longest Night of the Year (Blue Christmas): Available all day Monday, December 21
Christmas Eve Worship at Home: Available all day Thursday, December
24
Christmas Day Worship at Home: Available all day Friday, December 25
The Twelve Days of Christmas (December 25-January 5): 10-minute
devotions available all day
Sunday December 27: Service of Lessons and Carols available all day
Sunday January 3: Service of the Word available all day. Zoom Prayer
Room open for communion at 11 am; for fellowship at 11:15am; and for
sermon talk-back from 11:30am-noon.
The Day of Epiphany: Wednesday January 6, Service of the Word available all day.
If you would like to read for worship, please sign up on the website. We need lots of help!
Sunday worship services are recorded in-person at church on Thursdays at 2pm. In-person recordings for
Christmas Eve and The Longest Night are TBD (sign up on the website & we will follow up with you). All other
recordings will be done at home. Call the church office if you have any questions.
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… love God with all your strength
BROWN BAGGING FOR CALGARY’S KIDS - NOVEMBER
The Little Engine That Could…do you remember that old American folktale? It was a great folktale that
taught many of us the value of optimism and hard work. It came to mind as I started to write this update
about BB4CK.
We started out in September with an empty kitchen, empty shelves and a handful of volunteers but were
equipped with pure optimism, “we think we can, we think we can!” and strong-willed, hard-working volunteers. We are now entering December and we are full-steam ahead! Our freezer is stocked with frozen
bread and that will typically be used in one session. Our shelves are stocked with snacks, bins (for transporting lunches), mayo, jam and Wow-butter.
But This Little Engine could not go anywhere without the funding from BB4CK. Private donors solely fund
BB4CK, which in turn funds the main kitchen and the Community group kitchens in Calgary; this includes our
kitchen here at LCOC. If you donate to BB4CK directly, it provides funding to our kitchen. If you donate to
our church, earmarked BB4CK, it provides funding to our kitchen. If you want to donate grocery gift cards, it
provides funding to our kitchen. We continue to get weekly bread/bun donations from Costco (in Okotoks)
and Cobbs Bakery (in Shawnessy), which help reduce the grocery cost. The budget we are allotted is ~$2/
lunch and with the current bread donation we are operating at $1.61. Every donation dollar counts.
Thank you to everyone who is praying, supporting, and
encouraging This Little Engine.
November total lunches made (minus Nov. 30th)= 1457
Grand total lunches made to date= 3717
Much love,
Sasha Craven

Sign-Up link: https://signup.com/go/FBCEYXi

Check out their website to learn
more about Brown Bagging for
Calgary’s Kids!
https://bb4ck.org/
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… love God with all your strength
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Faith and Legacy Forest
There is a group of people who are beginning to make plans for having a ”mini-forest” on the grounds of the church.
Church council is supportive of this idea and Klas Ohman is heading up the effort. Below are some discussion points
from the group’s last meeting. If you are interested in participating in this endeavor, please contact Klas Ohman.
Under the leadership of Klas Ohman, the Faith and Legacy Mini Forest task force has been meeting:
•

Confirmed the proposed location south west side of church – about 10X10 plot located towards Southwood United;

•

Intention is to plant completely native species (not slightly modified ones like the Manitoba Maple),

•

Tress/shrubs intended to be planted 1m apart,

•

Big and Tall Trees and shrubs to be planted on the perimeter and at the back of the forest

•

Will need to check soil conditions in the spring – dig a couple of test pits about 1m deep, so we know what we’re
dealing with,

•

In terms of types of plant/tree species to consider for the mini-forest, several people have suggested contacting
the City for assistance. This might be done through the Southwood Community Association

•

Need to check on setback required from sidewalk for trees and shrubs

•

With the intent of the forest to be thick, dense, and maintenance free after 3 to 5 years, need to think how we
can identify families/individuals with the trees/shrubs they plant.

What is a Mini-Forest?
(Also known as a MIYAWAKI FOREST)
•Original term originates from Japan and refers to small areas where forests can be planted (ie.
along roadsides for example) to help mitigate the impact of climate change on their society
•Forests are tiny - i–in some cases smaller than 20m X 20m in area –are becoming popular in
Europe.
•Typically involves planting native tree saplings about 1 m apart,
•Current research is showing, based on scale, these forests are more ecologically diverse and of
greater benefit to the environment than larger –more conventional forests.
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… love God with all your strength

Still Needed: Help with the Audio Visual Technical Ministry, which means Operating the Sound Board and the filming
for our live-streaming. On-sight training
for both these operations is available.
Please contact the church office if you
are interested in learning these very important additions to our Sunday worship.

Southwood United Church is hosting the Annual Ladies Advent Service on Zoom this year and
they wanted to ensure our congregation has the details for anyone who might like to participate.

Join the women of Southwood on Tuesday, December 1st at 7:00 PM
Description: Topic: SWUC SCW Meeting
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/91058108015?pwd=SEc3ZnlYc0ppWmdlZ2x3NDVTZ1Qvdz09
Meeting ID: 910 5810 8015
Password: 056874
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A Letter from Our Bishop

December 2020

18

A Letter from Our Bishop

December 2020

19

A Letter from Our Bishop

December 2020

20

A Letter from Our Bishop

December 2020

21

