A morning service during the Covid-19 restrictions
1st Sunday of Advent - November 29 , 2020

Advent Candle Lighting Ceremony
Reader 1: Today is the first Sunday of the season of Advent. Advent means ‘coming’, and in this 
season we prepare for Jesus’ coming. One of the ways we can celebrate Advent is by making an 
Advent wreath and lighting its candles.
Reader 2: The Advent wreath includes many symbols. The wreath is in the shape of a circle, with no 
beginning and no ending, and its branches are made from evergreen boughs, reminding us that 
there is no beginning or ending to God, and that God’s love and caring for us never ends. The four 
coloured candles help us count down the four Sundays to Christmas. With each successive week an 
additional candle is lit culminating on Christmas Eve/Day, when the full brightness of all the candles 
burn to remind us that Jesus has come and is leading us forth to be the light of the world. Today we 
light the first candle, the candle of hope. (The candle is lit)
Reader 1: The people of Israel heard of God’s promises through the prophets. The prophet Jeremiah 
spoke words of hope to Israel. He proclaimed the coming of a leader through whom God’s promise 
of Shalom would be fulfilled. We, too, hope and pray for a world of peace and harmony.
Reader 2: Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we light this candle, we celebrate the hope 
of Israel, and the hope we have in Jesus Christ.  Thank you God, for the light of hope. As we prepare 
for Christ’s coming, help us to share our hope with others.

   #389 Come, thou long expected Jesus
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Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free:				
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a King;
born to reign in us for ever; now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.
Charles Wesley 1707-1788

The kingdom of God is at hand: O come, let us worship.

Venite Psalm 95.1–7
 Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
	let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
	and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, *  
	and a great king above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
	and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his for he made it, *  
	and his hands have moulded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
	and kneel before the Lord our maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *  
	Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be for ever. Amen.


The Psalm for the day, Psalm 80:1-7,16-18
The Readings for the day: Isaiah 64:1-9, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37
A reflection on the readings (see attached - written by the Ven. Glen Miller)

# 393 Lo, He comes with clouds descending
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Lo, he comes with clouds descending, once for favoured sinners slain;			
thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train:
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! God appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him, robed in dreadful majesty;
all who set at nought and sold him, pierced, and nailed him to the tree,
deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving, shall the true Messiah see.

Now redemption, long expected, see in solemn pomp appear;
all his saints, by man rejected, thrill the triumph song to hear:
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! See the day of God appear.

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, high on thy eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory, claim the kingdom for thine own:
O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly! Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come!
John Cennick 1718-1755, Charles Wesley 1707-1788, Martin Madin 1726-1790

Hear, O Israel
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.
This is the first and the great commandment, the second is like it:
Love your neighbour as you love yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.

Prayers (see litany below)
Our prayers have been requested for: Thelma, Joanne, Wendy, Vivian, the homeless and the efforts of 
supporting organizations who serve those disadvantaged people.
		 
The Collect for the day
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light, now in 
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility, that on the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may 
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

 #6 Ye Holy Angels Bright
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Ye holy angels bright, who stand before God’s throne					
and dwell in glorious light, praise ye the Lord each one.
Assist or song, or else the theme to high doth seem for mortal tongue.

You blessed souls at rest, the see your Saviour’s face,
whose glory, even the least is far above our grace.
God’s praises sound, as in his sight with sweet delight you do abound.

All nations of the earth, extol the world’s great King:
with melody and mirth his glorious praises sing.
In him rejoice, and there proclaim his holy name with sounding voice.

My soul, bear thou thy part: triumph in God above,
and with a well-tuned heart sing thou the songs of love.
And all my days, let no distress nor fears suppress his joyful praise.
Richard Baxter 1615-1691

Dismissal
Then may be said or sung,
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. People Thanks be to God!


Litany for Advent.
(In joyful expectation, let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer, saying ‘Lord Jesus, come soon!’)

O Wisdom from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all things to the ends of the earth: 
come and teach us how to live. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush and 
you gave the law on Sinai: come with outstretched arm and ransom us. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations, all kings will keep silence before you and 
all peoples will summon you to their aid: come set us free and delay no more. 
Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and none can shut; you shut and none 
can open; come and free the captives from prison. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright Sun of righteousness: come and enlighten 
all who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfill their desires: Cornerstone, you make opposing nations 
one: come and save the creatures you fashioned from clay. Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and save us, Lord our God. Lord Jesus, 
come soon! 

The text above is taken from the Book of Alternative Service published by the Anglican Church of Canada and used with 
permission. The words of the Hymns are all in public domain unless otherwise noted.


Announcement

Church Calendars are available in support of the ministries of the Anglican Church Women at Christ 
Church and the Chancel Guild at St. John’s. Due to the fact that fund-raising events have been 
cancelled this year and the costs of the calendars have risen over the years we are asking $10 for each 
Calendar.  Contact the Church office at 705-692-3344 to make arrangements for purchase.

