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I speak to you in the name of God, our Creator, Christ, our 
Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, who sustains us all.  Amen.  

No matter what your thoughts on the subject of the monarchy, you 
have to love the Queen.  In spite of all the instability of our world, 
she is faithful, gracious, and wise; an icon of putting service 
before self for over 6 decades, since she ascended the throne in 
1953.  She and Prince Philip just celebrated their platinum 
wedding anniversary a few days ago.  I think she deserves a 
medal for that!  At age 91, she is still working full time, paying 
regal visits, opening Parliament, writing speeches, cutting ribbons 
at hospitals and children’s clinics, being the Defender of the Faith 
for the Anglican Church globally, and a rampart of strength in a 
world destabilized by terrorist attacks and threats of nuclear 
warfare.  God save her indeed.  We have been her subjects for so 
long that it is easy to take her wise reign and that which she 
symbolizes for granted.   

On the other side of the coin, this past week has seen the 
deposition of a different sort of ruler – one whose reign has been 
marked by cruelty, corruption, and human rights abuses.  I speak, 
of course, of Robert Mugabwe – the former ruler of Zimbabwe.  At 
age 93 – a little older than our Queen – he has been forced to 
step down; his reign of 37 years of brutality and oppression has 
ended, marked by celebration and dancing in the streets.  In 
2008, he remarked that God had put him in power, and only God 
could remove him.  It seems that God decided that enough was 
enough!  

History has seen many harsh kings and queens, and it has never 
been easy to be a Christian under harsh rule.  The story is told of 
Bishop Hugh Latimer, one of the Oxford Martyrs.  One morning he 



entered his pulpit and looked out to see King Henry VIII in the 
congregation.  He knew what he had prepared that day for a 
sermon would not go over well with King Henry.  He thought for a 
minute, and then said to himself, but out loud for all to hear 
“Latimer, be careful what you say today; King Henry is here.”  He 
thought for a moment longer and again said to himself, but loud 
enough so that others could hear “Latimer, be careful what you 
say today; the King of Kings is here.”  In other words, be bold and 
not afraid to speak truth to power, when bearing witness to Christ.  

The King of Kings, the ruler of the universe, is with us this 
morning as we prepare to celebrate the Eucharist!  Jesus Christ is 
truly the “King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, and He shall reign 
forever and ever.  Hallelujah! “  Can you feel his presence with 
us?  He is not far away in Heaven, but right here in this room 
today.  Our King rules not by fear, nor by birthright, but by love.  
He is not a sovereign who is remote from His people.  He is one 
who loves and protects us.  He is simultaneously mighty, humble 
and gentle; a Shepherd King.   

In our Territory of the People, vast in geographical space but 
small in numbers, we are called to follow where He leads, with joy 
in our hearts.  We may feel challenged by shrinking congregations 
and financial challenges; our Shepherd Kings knows and 
understands our fears.  Remember this:  the Ruler of Heaven and 
Earth is with us this day; we will not be defeated.  Wherever we 
go, regardless of the hardships of the journey, as followers of the 
Shepherd King we travel with joy and his peace in our hearts.   

A seminary professor was teaching a class on homiletics.  He was 
telling them how important it is for one’s facial expression to be 
consistent with the substance of the message.  He said “When 
you are speaking of Heaven, let your face light up.  Let your face 
be radiant!  



 Of course, when you are speaking of hell, your ordinary face will 
do.”  So smile when you are engaged in ministry, and be joyful 
when you speak of our Lord and his love.   

And so we look for good in everything.  The Shepherd King not 
only leads us and commands our loyalty, He needs us.  Imagine 
that!  God the Creator and Christ his Son, need us!  There are so 
many of His children who are hungry, lost, lonely, thirsty, and in 
need.  We have only to look at the plight of the Rohingya people 
streaming out of Myanmar or the health problems on First Nations 
reserves in Canada where there is not sufficient clean drinking 
water, to realize that God is turning to us for hands that will reach 
out, voices that will encourage, and hearts that will care.  

“Love one another, as I have loved you.”  We will continue to walk 
the roads of our Territory, following our Shepherd King with love 
in our hearts, this day and forevermore.  Alleluia!  Amen.  

 

 

 


