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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Prelude
“Creator of the Stars of Night”

Opening Hymn  
“Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus”  

Common Praise #88

 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
 
Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.
 
Born thy people to deliver;
born a child and yet a King;
born to reign in us forever:
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
 
By thine own eternal Spirit,
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.



The Greeting

Presider
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who has
come to set us free, who has raised up for us a
mighty Saviour, born from the house of David.
Amen.

Lighting the Advent Candles

As the Candle is lit, we all say:
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

The Collect of the Day

Presider
Let us pray.

God of unveiled truth, in times of darkened sun
and waning moon, lift up our hearts and waken
our love to announce the coming dawn of
unexpected peace; through Jesus Christ, the
one who is to come. Amen.



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

The First Reading:  Isaiah 64.1-9

Reader
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

O that you would tear open the heavens and
come down, so that the mountains would
quake at your presence — as when fire kindles
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil —
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your
presence! When you did awesome deeds that
we did not expect, you came down, the
mountains quaked at your presence.  From
ages past no one has heard, no ear has
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides
you, who works for those who wait for him. You
meet those who gladly do right, those who
remember you in your ways. But you were
angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself
we transgressed. We have all become like one
who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are
like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and
our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls on your name, or
attempts to take hold of you; for you have
hidden your face from us, and have delivered
us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you
are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our
potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not 



be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we
are all your people.

Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

The Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 80.1-7, 16-18

Psalmist
Show us the light of your countenance, and we
shall be saved.
Show us the light of your countenance, and
we shall be saved.

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like
a flock; *

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon
the cherubim.

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and
Manasseh, *

stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and
we shall be saved.

Show us the light of your countenance, and
we shall be saved.

O Lord God of hosts, *



how long will you be angered despite the
prayers of your people?

You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to
drink.

You have made us the derision of our
neighbours, *

and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *

show the light of your countenance, and
we shall be saved.

Show us the light of your countenance, and
we shall be saved.

 
Let your hand be upon the one at your side in
honour, *

the one you have made so strong for
yourself.

And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your
name.

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and
we shall be saved.
 

Show us the light of your countenance, and
we shall be saved.



The Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 1.3-9

Reader
A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the
Corinthians.

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you
because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you
have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind —  just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you —  so that you are not lacking in
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful; by him you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.



The Gospel Alleluia

Deacon
Alleluia. Alleluia. Look up and raise our heads,
because our redemption is drawing near.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Gospel:  Mark 13.24-37

Deacon
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

[Jesus said,] “But in those days, after that
suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, and the stars will
be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the
Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power
and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and
gather his elect from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson:  as soon as
its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also,
when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I
tell you, this generation will not pass away 



until all these things have taken place. Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows,
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do
not know when the time will come. It is like a
man going on a journey, when he leaves home
and puts his slaves in charge, each with his
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on
the watch. Therefore, keep awake — for you
do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I
say to you I say to all:  Keep awake.”

Deacon
The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Sermon:
The Ven. Richard Geoffrey Leggett

An Affirmation of Faith

Deacon
Let us affirm our faith.

We believe and trust in God,
the source of all being and life,



the one for whom we exist.

We believe and trust in Christ,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again.

We believe and trust in the Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world.

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

Intercessions, Petitions and Thanksgivings

Leader
As we prepare to celebrate the coming of
Christ, let us pray, ‘Holy and compassionate
God, have mercy.’ Holy and compassionate
God, have mercy.

May Christ rouse us from sleep and make us
attentive to the nearness of his presence: 
 Holy and compassionate God, have mercy.

May God’s holy grace bring our hearts to
vigilance so that we can see Christ in the
sufferings of others:  Holy and compassionate
God, have mercy.



May we recognize God’s presence wherever
and however Christians gather:  Holy and
compassionate God, have mercy.

May God’s coming into the days and years of
history drive the darkness of sin and despair
away:  Holy and compassionate God, have
mercy.

Make ready our hearts for your coming, O Lord,
and receive our prayers in the name of the one
who comes in your name, Jesus the Christ.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Deacon
Christ comes to bring to light things now
hidden in darkness and to disclose the
purposes of the heart. Let us open our hearts
and prepare for his coming by confessing our
sins in penitence and faith.

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against
you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each
other, in ourselves and in the world you
have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done and the evil done on



our behalf.

Forgive, restore and strengthen us through
our Saviour Jesus Christ, so that we may
abide in your love and serve only your will.
Amen.

Presider
May the God of love and power forgive you and
free you from your sins, heal and strengthen
you by the Holy Spirit and raise you to new life
in Christ. Amen.

The Peace
 
Presider
May the peace of Christ whose coming draws
near be with you.
And also with you.
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION
 
The Offertory Hymn
“People, Look East!  The Time Is Near”

Common Praise #91

People, look east!  The time is near 
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the heart and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the guest, is on the way.



Stars, keep the watch:  when night is dim
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the star, is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Prayer over the Gifts

Presider
Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the
precious fruits of your creation, and with them
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as
we care for all those in need until the coming
of your Son, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Presider
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes to judge
the world in righteousness. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver
of life:  Blessed are you for the birth of
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and
in the light. Blessed are you for your promise
to your people. 



Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness
to your will. Blessed are you for your Son
Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave for all to drink, saying:  This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ
has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.

With this bread and cup we remember your
Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death
and resurrection. We look with hope for his
coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among
us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your
light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come,
Holy Spirit.



All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of
Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
 
Presider
Awaiting his coming in glory, as our Saviour
taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Presider
God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us
in your kingdom.
Happy are those who are called to the
supper of the Lamb.



In tender mercy our God has prepared a table
for all who seek goodness rather than evil, love
rather than hate, light rather than darkness,
life rather than death. Come and share in the
feast prepared for the beloved of God.

These are the gifts of God for the people of
God.
Thanks be to God.

The Communion of the People
 
If you are not receiving Communion,
then offer this prayer.
 
In union, O God, with all your faithful people
gathered wherever the eucharist is celebrated
this day, I offer you praise and thanksgiving for
creation and all the blessings of this life, for
the redemption given to us through the life,
death and resurrection of Christ, and for the
means of grace and the hope of glory. I pray
you come into my heart, my soul and my mind.
Let nothing separate me from you. May I
serve you in this life until, by your grace, I
come to your promised reign of justice and
peace; through Christ and in the unity of the
Spirit. Amen.



THE SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNITY

Prayer after Communion

Presider
Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us
a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
fed with good things.  Send us forth to make
known your deeds and to proclaim the
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

The Doxology
 
Presider
Glory to God,
whose power working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to
God from generation to generation, in the
Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and
ever. Amen.
 
Announcements
 
The Closing Hymn
“Lo, He Come with Clouds Descending”  

Common Praise #114



Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain:
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!
God appears on earth to reign.

Now redemption, long expected,
see in solemn pomp appear;
all his saints, on earth rejected,
thrill the trumpet sound to hear:
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!
See the day of God appear!

Yea, amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory;
claim the kingdom for thine own:
O come quickly!  O come quickly!  O come
quickly!
Hallelujah!  Come, Lord, come.

The Blessing

Presider
May the God of peace scatter the darkness
from before your path, and keep you safe and
blameless in body, mind and spirit for the
coming of Christ. And the blessing of the holy
and undivided Trinity, the Holy One of Israel,
the Word of God incarnate and the Power of



the Most High, be among you and remain with
you always. Amen.

The Dismissal
 
Deacon
Go in peace and remain vigilant for the coming
of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
 
Postlude
“Wachet Auf (Sleepers, Awake)”

by J. S. Bach


