
                        

 
                 St. Mary Anglican Church 

   Together in Christ, Sharing God’s Love 
 

November 29, 2020 

 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 

 

WELCOME 

                           Reaching out.  Welcoming in. 

 
 
         Prelude             Three preludes on “Vom Himmel hoch, da komm’ ich her”       
                                  Friedrich Zachau 1663-1712 

 
Interludes        “Gloria, Gloria, In Excelsis Dei” (Taize) 

                                                    Jacques Berthier, SKU 07615 One License 
 

Reflection         “O Come, Divine Messiah” 
                        16th Century French Carroll 
                        SKU 85068 One License 
           “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 
                         Public Domain   

 
               Postlude           “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” 
                                                     Public Domain  

 
 

 



 

Service of Holy Eucharist 

Celebrant:  Rev. Selinde Krayenhoff 
Musician:  Margaret Nelson 

 
 

We gather today on the traditional lands of the Nanoose Bay First Nations. 
 

 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome  
 

Silence (as we open our minds and hearts in preparation for worship) 
 

The Bell Rings    
 

Opening Sentence 
Look up and raise your heads,  
because your redemption is drawing near.                             Luke 21:28 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
In our church and in our homes 
we gather around wreaths 
to lift up to you, O Lord, our lost hopes, 
broken peace, limited joys, 
and love so hard to find and share, 
in this season of coronavirus. 
We affirm that our candles mean 
we claim the power to call this season Advent 
when God’s light comes into the world 
and nothing can overcome it. 
All:   We light the candle of hope…. 
in the face of COVID-19 when we can’t gather as a community in our 
beloved church, when we can’t sing the hymns that lift our spirits, when 
we can’t turn in the pew to greet our neighbor and share the peace.  
We light the candle of hope when our family can’t travel to be with us, 
when our loved ones are in care and we can’t visit, when the routines 
that brought us joy and purpose are no longer. 
We light the candle of hope in a world fraught with violence and 
uncertainty, selfishness and greed. 
We light the candle of hope for it is 
God’s hope that shines on hopelessness, 
and illuminates the path toward peace. 



 
 
All:   Emmanuel, God be with us, in the week to come, lighting 

hope on the wick of our lives so that we may shine on 
our world. Amen. 

 
Reading from Scripture:  The Gospel of Mark 13:24-37 
 
Sermon 

 
 Contemplative music – time to reflect 
 

 

Prayers of the People (response) 
All:     Your mercy is great. 
 
Our Father 
 
The Peace 
 
Prayer 
God for whom we wait, your love creates and sustains us. 

Keep us ever watchful that we may be ready to stand before the Son of man. 
We ask this in the name of Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 
Advent blessing 
 
Sending forth:  Go in hope to love and serve the Lord.  
All:      Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

ADVENT 1 
“Therefore, stay awake!  For you do not know on which day your Lord 

will come.”                                                                 Matthew 24:42  
 

Advent begins with a call to vigilance.  There are many 

Scripture passages that call us to vigilance and anticipation of 

our Lord’s coming. Being vigilant means being prepared. To not 

be caught off guard. Imagine if Christmas morning came and 

you awoke with a start realizing that you forgot to prepare! 

There were no gifts, you’d forgotten to invite people for dinner, 

and you had nothing in the house with which to create a meal. 

We wouldn’t think of allowing this to happen, but we often 

allow it to happen spiritually speaking. We neglect to prepare 

to celebrate the birth of Christ within our hearts. 
 

So how are you preparing for Jesus’ coming? Will you set aside 

time this Advent for reading, prayer and reflection? Have you 

picked out a special book? (Trefor can help you find one in our 

very own library). 
 

Will you journal? What questions will you wrestle with? What 

are you yearning for?  
 

Open your hearts, eyes and ears. You are being called today to 

be attentive to all the ways God reaches out to you each and 

every day. 
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