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Week of Jan 13, 2019 — Committed: Connected to Christ

Introduction

• What do you think of the MRBC vision statement? Can you remember the three 
main points? (Hint: connected to…, engaged in…, influencing…)

Scripture / Sermon Discussion
Read John 15:1-11 as a group:

• What does it mean to abide/remain in Jesus? (vs. 4,5,6,7,9,10)

° What are some practical/tangible ways we can do this?

• Jonathan compared abiding in Christ to a marriage relationship (where couples 
who aren’t intentional about union can end up as just “roommates”). How would 
you characterize your relationship with Christ on a “union to roommate” scale?

Pruning for Growth

• In John 15:2, what does Jesus say happens to fruit-bearing branches?

• God’s work of pruning and growth will require change and stress in our lives. Are 
you open to it? When was the last time you asked God to do whatever it takes in 
you to bring about growth?

° Does Hebrews 12:4-11 relate to the conversation? 

• What are examples of “neutral” distractions that may need pruning in your life?

Look at the mission, vision, and values on the back of the bulletin (or on the “About” page 
of www.ridgebaptist.ca):

• How do the stated values, “Life Transformation”, “Submission to Scripture”, and 
“Prayerful Dependence” all relate to being connected to Christ?

Further study / reflection:

• Read Galatians 5:22-23

° Using the “fruit of the Spirit” as a template, rate yourself on a scale of 
1-10 for how evident each “fruit” is in your life. Where do you need to 
grow the most? 
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• Read John 6:28-29

° What is our work?

• Read Isaiah 5:1-7

° How does the image of Israel as a vineyard help us understand 
Jesus’ claim to be the true vine in John 15? (Consider the difference 
between desired results and outcome of each vine/vineyard)

Prayer Ideas

• Thank God for sending Jesus as the true vine (the one who obeyed and offers 
his life to us who disobeyed)

• Ask God to do his “pruning” work in your lives (or if you’re not ready for that, to 
create an openness and willingness for his pruning)

• Ask God to reveal to you this week where he wants you to grow more. Report 
back next week.


