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Cruisein’ on the river on a Tuesday afternoon

Half way through the annual three-day Clergy Conference held on the campus of 
Rothesay Netherwood School at the end of August each year is a free afternoon. 
Basketball games, walks, road trips to Anglican House and elsewhere, are all regular 
activities. This year, the Rev. Cathy Laskey (Parish of Shediac) arranged with  Osprey 
Adventures in Hampton for those who wanted to to spend the afternoon paddling along 
the Upper Kennebecasis River System. The weather was perfect and the staff at Ospray 

made sure everyone was safe and secure. Among the clergy who took advantage of the 
idyllic opportunity were: standing the Rev. Lidvald (Lid) Haugen-Stran, Parish of 
Stanley; the Rev. Dr. Brian Spence, Parish of Ludlow and Blissfield; the Rev. Canon 
Leo Martin, Parish of Lakewood; and the Rev. Deacon Rose Steeves, Parish of Nelson 
and Hardwicke; and in the kayak in front, the Rev. Wandlyn Snelgrove,  Parish of 
Sussex. For more photos and information on the clergy conference, see pages 4 & 5.

CATHY LASKEY

Over the past three years the 
Diocese of Fredericton through 
its Communications Commit-
tee has developed an extensive 
network of Parish Communica-
tions Officers (PCOs). They are 
enthusiastic New Brunswick 
Anglicans who share the news 
of their parishes and share the 
news of the diocese with their 
parishes. They also participate 
in PCO workshops at least an-
nually. They are free, include 
lunch and lots of fellowship 
as well as skills building and 
networking. At the suggestion 
of the Administration Team 
of the Diocesean Council, the 
Communications Commit-
tee developed a succinct and 

helpful (we hope) Parish Com-
munications Guidelines. They 
are on the diocesan website as 
an easy-to-manage pdf (http://
anglican.nb.ca/synod/commu-
nications/1305_pco_guidelines.
pdf) and are printed on page 2 
for everyone’s benefit.

If your parish does not have a 
communications officer, please 
consider the benefits of such a 
person in the parish and perhaps 
encourage your rector or priest-
in-charge to make the appoint-
ment. If you want more informa-
tion on the position or to discuss 
its merits, contact Bill Turney, 
chair of the Communications 
Committee, at catwetid@nbnet.
nb.ca or 506/455-8878

Guidelines developed for PCOs

Archbishop Claude Miller with Brig. Gen. McLean and Colonel John 
Fletcher in Ottawa recently celebrating of Brig. Gen. McLean’s retirement.

Brig. Gen. Karl McLean, left, 
Chaplain General of the Cana-
dian Anglican Military Ordi-
nariate of the Canadian Forces, 
stepped down in September and 
is succeeded by Col. John Fletch-
er (right), archdeacon of the 
Anglican Military Ordinariate, 
who will be promoted brigadier 
general. as soon as he assumes 
the job. Our Archbishop Claude 
Miller (centre) was Brig. Gen. 
McLean’s bishop, offered prayers 
at the service when he was 
installed as chaplain general, and 
has supported him through his 
tenure. Col. Fletcher was born in 
Sussex. 

Top military 
chaplains both have 
NB connections
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God keeps me alert to the things he wants me to do

Hi Ana,
 I always enjoy this, but the 
September issue is excep-
tional. I love the photo of the 
NB General Synod group on 
Parliament Hill. Also the del-
egates’ reports were interest-
ing and thought provoking. I 
hope you had a nice summer, 
and keep up the excellent 
work!
 Thank you & best regards,
Tim Place, Quispamsis

Letter

Corrections
In an ACW story in the 
September issuethe women in 
a photograph were identified 
as National President Terri 
Parrill and Diocesan president 
Glenna Geer. In fact, it was 
Eleanor Ellis, Trinity ACW 
President, with Ms. Geer. Also 
a photograph of the Mary Ja-
cob celebration of Deacons at 
Kings Landing on page 9 was 
taken by Deanna Merrithew-
King, not Frank Morehouse.
We regret these errors.

Cathy Coombs worships in the 
Parish of Gagetown. 

I woke up one morning with 
“don’t keep your light under 
a bushel basket” running 

through my head. The Lord 
found the scripture for me: Luke 
8:16. On pondering it I felt that 
God was asking me to take all 
the love he has given me and to 
pass it on to others. Then I got 
an email asking if I would write 
about my “Rule of Life.” This is a 
tool from our tradition. It is not 
just about how we live our lives 
but why we live our lives, a guide 
to take us into a deeper relation-
ship and understanding with the 
Lord. This relationship with God 
is the most important thing we 
can have in this life and in the 
next. A friend said: “there are no 

This is one of a series of articles 
based on the Rule of Life from the 
Book of Common Prayer (page 
555) and is an initiative of the 
Diocesan Spiritual Development 
Team. This month Cathy Coombs 
of the Parish of Gagetown shares 
her understandings.

rules for using these rules” That’s 
because it is not about rules, it is 
about the heart.

Through our relationship 
with Jesus and His Holy Spirit, 
he will tell us what he wants us 
to do and where he wants us to 
go. We may have our own ideas 
but they count for nothing. Our 
close and continual connec-
tion with him throughout the 
day will help us stay alert to his 
wishes. All that we have and all 
that we are belongs to and comes 
from God. He made us — we 
belong to him. We are here to 
serve him - we are his hands, 
his feet, his heart and strength. 
He gives us what we need, to 
do what he wants us to do, and 

works through us, but only if we 
are willing. 

So in my prayers I ask for a 
wise and discerning mind to see 
how and what he wants me to 
do for him throughout the day. I 
have to admit this is quite a chal-
lenge. So many things get in the 
way. But God has given me cues 
- I see his cross and miracles 
everywhere in nature and in 
man-made things and when 
I see them, I send up praise. 
When I pass a church, I pray for 
the minister and the congrega-
tion. When I pass someone who 
I think needs prayers, hear an 
ambulance, fire truck or just 

while waiting in line — I send 
up quick prayers. I try to stay 
alert to him.

He also calls us friends and 
as with any friendship we need 
and want to spend time together. 
Imagine Jesus calling us his 
friends — I shake my head in 
wonder! What a blessing!!

God speaks to me in so many 
ways and I continually ask for 
his grace to keep me alert to 
what he wants me to do. I have 
felt him compelling me at times 
to act on things, like visiting 
with the sick and shut-ins, the 
elderly, or helping those in need. 
Sometimes, in fact usually, I 

don’t recognize his hand in these 
things until sometime later. 
Clearly I have much to learn.

When Bishop Bill Hockin 
was in our parish for a Work-
shop last spring a small group 
of us met at the church and he 
blessed us for service through 
the laying-on-of-hands. It was 
beautiful and amazing. I heard 
God calling me through prayer 
and Scripture. 

The Rule of Life is a fine basis 
for a good relationship.

General Description
• The Parish Communication Officer (PCO) tells the Church’s 
story in interesting and colourful ways.
• The PCO is also an important link between parishioners and 
parish leadership. At the Diocesan level, the PCO provides the 
liaison between the parish and the Synod Office/Diocesan Coun-
cil, and also among parishes. Communication can be established 
by simply writing a letter or story, or by picking up the phone 
and telling others about events that might be of general interest 
throughout the Diocese. E‐mail and the Diocesan website provide 
opportunities for more advanced communication; and the explo-
sion of social media allows the PCO to communicate information 
to an unlimited audience. The PCO should either be a member 
of vestry or Bishop and Chapter, or be available to attend regular 
meetings.

Parish Communications Officer 
Guidelines for Effective Operations

(Volunteer Position)
Appointed by and responsible to: Rector/Wardens/Vestry

Roles and Responsibilities
Parish Level
At the parish level, the role of the PCO is: 
• to establish a two‐way connection between the rector, vestry 
and the congregation so that news and information can flow 
freely;
• to work closely with community service groups to facilitate 
mission and outreach opportunities for parishioners; 
and to spread the good news from the parish regarding these 
issues and any other items of interest.

Diocesan Level
An integral part of the PCO’s responsibility is to encourage 
parishioners to become aware of and understand the benefits 
available to parishes from the Diocese, as well as the respon-
sibility of the Diocese to parishes. Conversely, it is the PCO’s 
responsibility to ensure significant events that occur in the 
parish are shared with the Diocese. This is done through 
regular and effective communication with the Diocesan 
Communications Officer (DCO) (ana.watts@anglican.nb.ca) 
who can then disseminate information for inclusion in the 
calendar, the New Brunswick Anglican, the website, and E‐
News.

May 2013

Ideally, the PCO will have the following experience and 
skills:
· Strong command of the English language
· Keen interest in writing and sharing stories
· Good oral and written communication skills
· Ability to work alone and in a team environment
· Curiosity and a willingness to learn
· Computer skills, especially word processing and email
· Basic photography skills
· Good judgment
· Ability to give and take direction.



THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN  /  3    OCTOBER 2013

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

a n n o u n c e m e n t s

Archbishop Claude Miller is 
Metropolitain of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Canada and 
Archbishop of Fredericton.

Archdeacon Geoffrey Hall 
is Executive Assistant to the 
Archbishop of Fredericton, 
Diocesan Archdeacon  and 
Secretary of the Synod.

Injustice works only to subdue hope 

Vision is the Word of God alive in his people

Exodus during the time of rebel-
lion and pushback from people 
while Moses was high on Mount 
Sinai receiving the Ten Com-
mandments. Without prophecy, 
without the revelation of God 
burning strong in the hearts 
of people, “lack of restraint” 
abounds.
 
To be honest, I was drawn to 
some study of that part of the 
verse following our recent clergy 
conference with Gary Best. Gary 
spoke a lot about vision. Most of 
us, I think were enlightened, or 
at least reminded, that vision is 
not about making a statement. 
Vision is the Word of God living 
within the corporate mind – the 
community – of his people. We 
need not be concerned with cre-
ating vision; the challenge is to 
determine what that vision from 
God is at any given time. That 
process would seem to be more 

When I was quite 
young, I learned 
about injustice 

almost every day. The major-
ity of the instances revolved 
around sibling rivalry at home, 
and competitive happenings in 
elementary and high school. It 
appeared that many times my 
parents favoured my younger 
brother over me; and, my gym 
teacher chose others instead of 
me as the captains in team sports. 
My parents should have been 
fairer and the gym teacher should 
have recognized my athletic 
prowess and leadership skills. Or 
so I thought. After all, for work-
ing hard and practicing the craft 
of my endeavours, I should have 
been rewarded. However, when 
my dreams were not realized, 
more times than I want to admit, 
I harboured resentment because 
of these perceived injustices. I 
failed to understand that others 
too were entitled to opportunity 
and fairness … their turns … 
justice. 

The real or perceived petty 
injustices of my youth pale in 
comparison to the scourge of 
social injustices evident in our 
culture today. The reality of in-
justice is witnessed at every level 

of society, but more especially 
with the exploitation of children, 
the weak, the economically 
depressed and vulnerable at any 
age. The social anthropologist 
Mary Douglas, known for her 
writing on human culture, says, 
“disappointment over perceived 
unfairness, injustice, promises 
not kept, tends to go hand in 
hand with increasing prosperity. 
Expectations are dashed … what 
can we say!” Pain, separation 
and conflict inflicted by injus-
tice against our brothers and 
sisters in our community, and 
around the world, works only to 
subdue hope, and makes peace 
and joy but a distant longing. It 
truly begs the question “What is 
justice?”

Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
wrote, “Justice is conscience, 
not a personal conscience but 
the conscience of the whole of 
humanity. Those who clearly 
recognize the voice of their own 

conscience usually recognize 
also the voice of justice.” When 
injustice is recognized in our 
midst there is nothing gained by 
inaction. “If you are neutral in 
situations of injustice, you have 
chosen the side of the oppressor 
writes, Desmond Tutu. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. reminded us 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere.” And that 
“Returning violence for violence 
multiplies violence, adding 
deeper darkness to a night 
already devoid of stars … Hate 
cannot drive out hate: only love 
can do that.”

If Douglas is correct in her 
assumption that injustice goes 
hand–in-hand with increasing 
prosperity, then we must look 
in the mirror and reflect as to 
how far we have been separated 
from God and neighbour by our 
pursuits. Being called to account 
is never a pleasant task. 

“If I speak in the tongues of 
mortals and of angels, but do 
not have love, I am a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. And if 
I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, 
so as to remove mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing. 

If I give away all my possessions, 
and if I hand over my body so 
that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing. Love is 
patient; love is kind; love is not 
envious or boastful or arrogant 
or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth. It bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never 
ends.” (1 Cor.13) The counter 
to injustice is love, God’s love. It 
is only the enterprise of loving 
God and neighbour that will 
bring about communal justice, 
peace and joy.

“He has told you, O mortal, 
what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God?” 
(Micah 6.8)

Sincerely in His love,

Where there is no vi-
sion, the people perish.
Proverbs 29:18a KJV.

 The King James Version of 
Proverbs 29:18 may be to blame 
for our misinterpretation of that 
verse. It may also simply be a 
sign of the times when we search 
for some biblical authority to get 
moving in our church and write 
a vision statement. Everybody’s 
got one? Proverbs may not be 
the reason. Interesting it is that 
other translations reveal a differ-
ent interpretation.

That’s not to say that vision 
statements are wrong or not 
useful. But vision isn’t about a 
leader’s opinion about where 
we all need to go to meet the 
challenges of evangelizing the 
world, proclaiming the Gospel 
or becoming a missional church. 
The New Revised Standard 
Version translates this: “Where 
there is no prophecy, the people 
cast off restraint …” This is 
definitely a different take on 
what we all assume is a familiar 
biblical quotation. When the 
people of God are not experi-
encing prophetic revelation, the 
people go nuts. (My translation). 
It’s the same phrase used in 

complicated now than ever, but 
it’s probably not. What appears 
to be complicating it is the in-
creased amount of “noise” we are 
all dealing with these days. We’re 
all so “high” on entertainment, 
information and communication 
that it’s truly difficult to know 
what God is saying to us. Is he 
speaking to you? If so, what is he 
saying? I’ll bet it’s not a message 
of self-preservation or individu-
alism.

Gary Best reminded us that 
attempts to whitewash our pres-
ent challenges with some fancy 
strategic plan, or way of develop-
ing a representative statement 
with which few can argue, would 
always end in failure. What we 
need to know is that to which 
the Spirit is leading us. That too 
will find little argument since 
we all will have heard it before. 
Without dealing with some of 
the fundamental issues among 
us as the People of God, can 
we hope to get to where God 
is calling us? Among those is-
sues is our inability (or maybe 
reluctance) to hear the shep-
herd’s voice between the clang 
and clamour of a world that just 
seems to go faster with each 
passing day. 

Is the world going faster, or is 
that our goal? Maybe it’s time 
for us to slow it down a bit and 
listen. 

“Where there is no prophecy, 
the people cast off restraint.”

We owe it to the God who 
gives us everything, including 
our very lives, to listen care-
fully to what he is saying to the 
Church. This is not the first 
time the Church has faced huge 
challenges. But if it is so, it’s also 
not the first time a remnant was 
necessary to carry the time cap-
sule of religious faith safely to a 
coming generation.

Principal 
Engagements

Oct. 10
Bishop’s Counsel

Oct. 19
Guild of St. Joseph  

Oct. 20
Parish of Upper Kennebecasis

Oct. 21-30
House of Bishops

Nov. 3
Parish of Blackville*

Nov. 9
Diocesan Synod

Nov. 13-16
Diocese of 

Eastern Newfoundland and 
Labrador

Episcopal Election

Nov. 17
Parish of Rothesay*

Nov. 22
Nova Scotia/Prince Edward 

Island Episcopal Election

Nov. 24
Parish of St. Peter

* Denotes Confirmation

The Rev. Paul Ranson 
was appointed chaplain 
of Rothesay Netherwood 
School on Sept. 1, he left 
the Parish of Millidgeville 
where he served as rector.

The Rev. David Dean was 
appointed interim priest 
in charge of the Parish of 
Millidgeville on Sept. 1. 
He will serve through May 
30, 2014. 

The Rev. James Gold-
ing and the Rev. Donald 
Trivett were installed as 
honorary canons of Christ 
Church Cathedral at St. 
Paul’s in Rothesay on Sept. 
10. 

The Rev. Michael Caines 
was inducted as Priest and 
Rector of the Parish of the 
Nerepis and St. John on 
Sept. 29.

132nd Session 
Diocese of 
Fredericton 
Synod
Nov. 9, 2013 
Kingswood 
University 
Sussex
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We don’t need new answers to old questions, we need new questions: Gary Best
Gary Best was raised in the 

“broken” part of Vancou-
ver and didn’t become 
a Christian until he was 

in his early 20s. He found the heart 
of Jesus in the people at a revival at 
St. Margaret’s Episcopal. He became a 
high school teacher at his old school and 
returned all the stuff he had taken from 
there as a student. He also no longer kept beer in his locker. In 1985 
he began “a church for everyone.” 

“I didn’t know what liturgy was, I made one up on the fly,” he 
admits. He called his church The Vineyard and by progression 
that makes his liturgy the Vineyard liturgy. Last year he stepped 
down as past and founding director of the church that has grown 
across the country after nearly 30 years of hard work. He continues 
to speak at church and leadership conferences, like our Diocesan 
Clergy College held on the campus of Rothesay Netherwood School 
in late July.

Over three days (August 26, 27 and 28) he offered three stirring 
talks — Imaginative Gridlock and Spirit of Adventure, Raising Up 
Communities of Cross-cultural Missionaries, and Building and 
Sustaining Shared Vision.

“We don’t need new answers to old questions,” he told the clergy. 
“We need new questions. Finding better answers to the same old 
questions won’t release the creative imagination to envision new 
opportunities and paradigms. 

“When a system reaches that point it is stuck, and it can only get 
unstuck — move on to new experiences and renaissance — when it 
can bring forth leaders who can separate themselves enough from 
the emotional processes around them so that they can see things 
differently, who are hell-bent to pursue their vision, who can persist 
in the face of the sabotage of others — who are challenged where 
others are made anxious, and who value adventure more than 
safety.”

He noted several times that ships are safest when they are in the 
harbour, but they are not of much use there.

“In the church today we are in a similar place to Europe at the 
end of the 15th century: paralyzed by negativity and doubt. Our 
future seems bleak. We are hemorrhaging faith, losing two of three 
young people because of hypocrisy and judgment. Society distrusts 
organized religion, it’s a culture of suspicion. Our members are 
either aging or unavailable. When we focus on this negativity we 
produce an emotional climate of hopelessness. 

“Hope was an anchor in Hebrews and what we hope for we will 
seek. Our way forward may come more from cultivating this soil of 
creative, Spirit-inspired imagination and adventure than by fine-
tuning our present answers to old questions.

“Times of great change lie in store for the church in the western 
world, nominalism is collapsing and the church will be smaller but 
much more committed. The younger, passionate followers of Jesus 
will need to discern how to bring the presence of Jesus into a vastly 
different context. Our ‘temples’ (traditions/interpretations of what 
it means to follow him) will be challenged. The great challenge in 
the coming years will be to have the discernment to know how to 
keep Jesus at the centre of our story and to know what/when to 
preserve or discard. For those of us who are older we are the guard-
ians of traditions that have brought life, yet we must constantly 
distinguish between wine and wineskins. For those younger, we 
need to know the difference between being a thermometer and a 
thermostat.”

Wandlyn Snelgrove, left and Leo Martin enjoyed the  kayaking adventure arranged by Cathy Laskey during the Clergy Conference in Rothesay 
at the end of August. Leo also enjoyed a little finger-pointing.

In all, six clergy went on the Osprey Adventures paddling expedition along the Upper Kennebecasis River System. Left to right they are 
the Rev. Canon Leo Hayes, Parish of Lakewood; the Rev. Cathy Laskey, Parish of Shediac; the Rev. Dr. Brian Spence, Parish of Ludlow 
and Blissfield, the Rev. Deacon Rose Steeves, Parishes of Nelson and Hardwicke; the Rev. Lidvald (Lid) Haugen-Stran, Parish of Stanley; 
and the Rev. Wandlyn Snelgrive, Parish of Sussex. Cathy Laskey planned the outing.
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We don’t need new answers to old questions, we need new questions: Gary Best
Gary Best was raised in the 

“broken” part of Vancou-
ver and didn’t become 
a Christian until he was 

in his early 20s. He found the heart 
of Jesus in the people at a revival at 
St. Margaret’s Episcopal. He became a 
high school teacher at his old school and 
returned all the stuff he had taken from 
there as a student. He also no longer kept beer in his locker. In 1985 
he began “a church for everyone.” 

“I didn’t know what liturgy was, I made one up on the fly,” he 
admits. He called his church The Vineyard and by progression 
that makes his liturgy the Vineyard liturgy. Last year he stepped 
down as past and founding director of the church that has grown 
across the country after nearly 30 years of hard work. He continues 
to speak at church and leadership conferences, like our Diocesan 
Clergy College held on the campus of Rothesay Netherwood School 
in late July.

Over three days (August 26, 27 and 28) he offered three stirring 
talks — Imaginative Gridlock and Spirit of Adventure, Raising Up 
Communities of Cross-cultural Missionaries, and Building and 
Sustaining Shared Vision.

“We don’t need new answers to old questions,” he told the clergy. 
“We need new questions. Finding better answers to the same old 
questions won’t release the creative imagination to envision new 
opportunities and paradigms. 

“When a system reaches that point it is stuck, and it can only get 
unstuck — move on to new experiences and renaissance — when it 
can bring forth leaders who can separate themselves enough from 
the emotional processes around them so that they can see things 
differently, who are hell-bent to pursue their vision, who can persist 
in the face of the sabotage of others — who are challenged where 
others are made anxious, and who value adventure more than 
safety.”

He noted several times that ships are safest when they are in the 
harbour, but they are not of much use there.

“In the church today we are in a similar place to Europe at the 
end of the 15th century: paralyzed by negativity and doubt. Our 
future seems bleak. We are hemorrhaging faith, losing two of three 
young people because of hypocrisy and judgment. Society distrusts 
organized religion, it’s a culture of suspicion. Our members are 
either aging or unavailable. When we focus on this negativity we 
produce an emotional climate of hopelessness. 

“Hope was an anchor in Hebrews and what we hope for we will 
seek. Our way forward may come more from cultivating this soil of 
creative, Spirit-inspired imagination and adventure than by fine-
tuning our present answers to old questions.

“Times of great change lie in store for the church in the western 
world, nominalism is collapsing and the church will be smaller but 
much more committed. The younger, passionate followers of Jesus 
will need to discern how to bring the presence of Jesus into a vastly 
different context. Our ‘temples’ (traditions/interpretations of what 
it means to follow him) will be challenged. The great challenge in 
the coming years will be to have the discernment to know how to 
keep Jesus at the centre of our story and to know what/when to 
preserve or discard. For those of us who are older we are the guard-
ians of traditions that have brought life, yet we must constantly 
distinguish between wine and wineskins. For those younger, we 
need to know the difference between being a thermometer and a 
thermostat.”

Not everyone agreed on the direction they would paddle.

Brian Spence came close to his tipping point. 

Most photos by Cathy Laskey
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c o l u m n s

Archives Corner
Two churches of similar design

The view above is of the main road in Clifton (on the north shore), Anglican Parish of New Bandon, in 1900. 
In the foreground on the right is the current Christ Church (built 1886, consecrated July 18, 1901) and 
farther down the road, on the opposite side is the original Christ Church, with its round tower. It served the 
congregation from 1836 until 1901. When it was dismantled in 1917, the land became part of the cemetery. 
The shingles for the new church were hand-carved by Mrs. Fred Ellis (Gertrude Knowles), assisted by her 
sister, Mrs. Temple Hornibrook (Theresa Knowles) and another Mrs. Knowles, Melinda Jagoe. The photo 
is part of the church glass slides series brought to the Archives by the Rev. Chris VanBuskirk. The photo 
reference is Provincial Archives of New Brunswick, Diocese of Fredericton fonds P349-209.

St. Mark’s Anglican Church, Sussex Corner was built in 1928 on the site of the original Trinity Church, 
Sussex, and consecrated on June 17, 1929. Before the church was built, the congregation worshipped at St. 
John’s, Waterford or at the Mission Hall in Sussex Corner that opened in 1884. St. Mark’s was expanded 
and dedicated on Oct. 11, 1964. This photograph, by H.W.B. Smith, was taken not long after the church was 
built. The photographer died in 1934. Reference: Provincial Archives of New Brunswick, H.W. B. Smith 
fonds P616-286.

The Archives Corner is prepared by 
Twila Buttimer (twila.buttimer@gnb.ca or 506-453-4306) 

and Frank Morehouse (Frankm@nbnet.nb.ca or 506-459-3637 
Please contact them with questions or comments. 

 

In any genre of music, no 
artist lasts almost 20 years 
by doing the same thing 

over and over, with the same 
sound on each album. No artist 
gets the chance to record 10 
studio albums, plus several live 
discs, without doing something 
musically to keep listeners 
interested in what they’re hear-
ing. Jars of Clay is a band that 
has been able to do these things 
on the strength of meaning-
ful lyrics, solid music, and a 
willingness to try new things 
from project to project. With its 
latest release, Inland, the band 
may have produced its finest 
work to date.

Inland is a disc awash in fine, 
subtle, musical details, lyrical 
pictures, and meaning that go 
far beyond the melodies and 
words being sung. It is a disc 
that grows on you, and as it 
does you hear more and more 
new things that you may easily 
have missed earlier. Like so 
many albums, this one is full of 
songs that are fast, slow, quiet, 
loud, energetic, reflective, big, 
and intimate (but not all at 
once). In listening to the full 
disc, you might feel as though 
you’ve taken a kind of journey 
(and indeed you have), and 
what better song to end with 
than the title track, with it’s re-
peated text, “Just keep heading 
inland and come home to me.”

Perhaps the main theme of 
the album is that no one is an 
island unto himself; we all need 
other people in our lives, and 
we all need God. Just as in any 
adventure, God is portrayed 
in several different ways, and 
called several names, even 
Reckless Forgiver. The scope 
of God’s love and care for all 
people is shown in some very 
interesting ways. The listener 
will have a do a fair bit of 
pondering to find all the hid-
den gems in the lyrics of this 
record!

Musically, this album fea-
tures a sound familiar to fans, 
with ambient guitars, simple 

Inland … 
A masterful album 
from Jars of Clay

drumming patterns, and com-
fortable chord changes. There is 
a wide variety of instrumenta-
tion like a brass section on the 
track “Human Race,” strings in 
the song “Reckless Forgiver,” 
or the highly noticeable bass 
lines on “Inland” and “After the 
Fight.” 

What might be most refresh-
ing is that these songs do not ap-
pear crafted for radio play. Each 
one has a life of its own that does 
not always follow the established 
pattern of verse/verse/chorus/
verse so prevalent in mainstream 
music today. Yet the songs are 
captivating just the same. They 
flow from one to another natu-
rally. This could well be Jars of 
Clay’s most complete album yet.

Music lovers who like 
anything Jars of Clay has ever 
done will adore this album. It 
has garnered attention in both 
the mainstream and Christian 
markets, as this band has done 
throughout its career. To go into 
more detail would necessitate 
much more space in this paper 
than is possible, so it is best to 
simply leave it to the listener to 
discover, ingest, and appreciate. 
This is an album like no other 
released this year, and will easily 
make its way into the hearts and 
minds of the many people who 
discover it. If you haven’t figured 
it out yet, I LOVE this album, 
and I highly recommend it, too!

The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician and priest-in-charge 
of the Parrish of Salisbury and 
Havelock.

“This is an 
album like no 
other released 
this year!”
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An invitation to a pre-retirement seminar! How did that happen?

About 20 years ago I was 
sitting in the synod 
office of Chelmsford 

Diocese in England, when a 
colleague arrived. He had just 
decided to return to parish 
ministry after nearly 10 years in 
a diocesan role and was having 
trouble, despite his long and 
successful parochial ministry, 
obtaining an interview. He said 
“I am just too old. People see 
that I have about eight years left 
until retirement and they think 
I am just coasting to 65.” He 
went on to say: “To add insult to 
injury, I have just been invited 
to the diocesan pre-retirement 
seminar”. I nodded sagely and 
thought, well you are quite old 
and really with such a short time 
until retirement you need pre-
retirement information. 

A couple of weeks ago I 
received an invitation to our di-

ocesan pre-retirement seminar. 
I am somewhat younger than 
Norman was then, but only by 
about four years, so it was still 
a bit of a shock. How did that 
happen? I have a few aches in 
places where I previously did 
not know I had places, but when 
I read in the newspaper that 
“so and so is 45” I still think oh 
well, that person is quite old, 

forgetting I am eight years older 
than he or she.

Recently I caused great hilar-
ity at a 12-12-12 meeting when I 
spoke of the habit of many older 
men of telling stories when they 
reminisce. I then proceeded to 
illustrate my point by telling a 
story about an elderly bishop 
and a former M.I.5 Officer 
turned clergyman, arguing over 
the quickest route from London 
to Bucharest by car. So it must 
be true. Anno Domini is catch-
ing up with me.

Before you contact me to 
say I am not really old, I want 
you to know I appreciate that 
sentiment, but my mortality 
prompts me to reflect on both 
the past and the future. For the 
whole of my adult life I have 
been a follower of Jesus, and 
for most of my working life I 
have been a minister in God’s 

church. During those years I 
have participated in decline and 
marginalization. I have tried 
to see ways forward to present 
the good news of Jesus in ways 
to which people can relate and 
I have come to appreciate that 
fewer and fewer people under-
stand what I am saying.

As I see it, there are two ways 
to deal with this. The first 

is to accept what is happening 
and my part in it. The second 
is expressed in the words of the 
great Welsh poet Dylan Thomas 
“…. not go gentle into that good 
night.”

As I think on this I realize 
that the love God has for his 
creation means that it is neces-
sary to do the latter. The ques-
tion that comes to me is what 
legacy are we leaving for the 
future — a gutted church that 

does not reflect the person of Je-
sus to others, or one where Jesus 
is seen in the lives and commit-
ment of his people to him and 
the world around? 

Our legacy is God’s “now.” 
Are we ready to walk into it?

Archdeacon David Edwards is 
Parish Deveopment and Gift 
planning officer for the Diocese of 
Fredericton. 

“I ache in the Plac-
es where I used to 
play.”  
Tower of Song, by 
Leonard Cohen.
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More and more Anglicans are giving thoughtful attention now to their steward-
ship of accumulated assets, ensuring that they have valid wills and have 
planned responsibly for the security and well-being of their families and the
support of those institutions and causes which have been important to them.

There are a number of ways to plan your response to God’s generosity
through both present and deferred gifts.  Your generosity and thoughtful-
ness will provide for you and your family and friends a sense of satisfaction
and delight in being able to make a very real difference in the life and 
work of your church and other charitable organizations you may wish to support.

Thoughtful attention

For information or assistance in giving thoughtful attention
to stewardship of your assets, contact: 

Archdeacon David Edwards • Parish Development and Gift Planning Officer
The Anglican Diocese of Fredericton
(506) 693-7962 • (506) 459-1801 • david.edwards at anglican.nb.ca

As part of the Centennial Celebrations at Christ Church in Campbellton last spring, the ladies of 
the parish hosted a Centennial Tea. Some of the cooks and hostesses for the occasion wore period 
costume. 

Campbellton Centennial Tea

On Sunday morning, August 25, the names of 
four members of the Christ Church, Elmsville 
ACW (Parish of St. Andrews) were added to the 
Roll of Honour at a service conducted by the 
Rev. Canon John Matheson. Left to right they are 
Dorothy Dyer, Rose Curran, Muriel Acheson and 
Kathy Gowan. The ACW Roll of Honour is be-
stowed on a member for her dedicated service to 
the ACW above and beyond the everyday com-
mitment of a member and is acknowledged with 
a certificate. A donation is presented to the hon-
oree’s favourite charity by the branch. 

Elmsville ACW 
members honoured

A Prayer for Synod
Come, Father almighty! 
Open our minds to see your way, believe in your word, 
and know you. Come, Lord Jesus Savior! Open our lips 
to speak your truth, proclaim the word, and praise you. 
Come, O Holy Spirit! Open our hearts to feel your life, 
to act on the word, and love you. Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, prepare us for your blessing; guide our Synod, and 
bless the Church of  the Diocese of  Fredericton that we 
may do your will, for you are one God living and true, 
now and forever. AMEN.

The 132nd session of the 
Diocesan Synod of Fredericton 

will be held Saturday, Nov. 9, 2013, 
at Kingswood University, Sussex.


