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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
“Staying Connected To Jesus”   Series: “The Gospel of John” 
Text: John 15:1-17   Sub-texts: Psalm 8:8-11, Isaiah 11:1;10, Romans 15:12, Galatians 2:20  
Rev. Dave Sattler November 29, 2020   North Shore Alliance Church   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Introduction: WOULD YOU RATHER?! 
• Very simple.  For each, choose one of two options.  Keep score.  
#1) Would you rather?! 
A. Eat a meal and know exactly the source of its ingredients.  OR … 
B. Eat a meal and know nothing of the origins of its ingredients. 
 

<Slide> #2) Would you rather?! 
A. Stay connected and be dependent on others.  OR … 
B. Fly solo and take care of yourself.  
<Slide> #3) Would you rather?! 
A. Work for your boss and keep your distance relationally.  OR …  
B. Work with your boss as a friend. 
<Slide> #4) Would you rather?! 
A. Never have your flaws exposed.  OR … 
B. Have your flaws exposed and addressed. 
<Slide> #5) Would you rather?! 
A. Prune a pear tree.  OR … 
B. Trim a cedar hedge. 

Read Text: John 15:1-17 
• This is part of the Upper Room Discourse and part of the events of Passover.  On the heels of 

washing His disciples’ feet, sharing the Last Supper with them, and predicting Judas’ betrayal 
and Peter’s denial, Jesus now delivers what are some of His most intimate teachings. 

II.  Discussion Questions 
1. When Jesus says, “I Am The True Vine (15:1a),” what did He mean and how 

would that statement have come across to proud Jewish temple-goers?  (See 
Psalm 8:8-11 for Israel’s mindset) 

2. Describe the two kinds of vine work the Gardener does (1b-3).  And, why is 
each necessary? 

3. How do you typically respond to being “pruned?”  

4. What does it mean when Jesus says, “Remain in me?” (4-8) 
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5. What characterizes friends of Jesus?  (9-11; 14)  And, what is the by-

product?  (11)  How does this work?  Explain. 

6. What is the great command of Jesus?  (17).  

III.   Application Questions 

1. Name some ways people try to find life/love apart from Jesus. 

2. What are some specific ways we can stay connected to Jesus, 
our True Source of life? 

I mentioned a few that I have found to be helpful: 1) Listening to Worship music.  2) Starting 
my day with 15 minutes of Bible reading & Prayer. 3) Sabbath.  Rest from work and 
electronics.  4) Regular gatherings with other Christ-followers. 

3. With many of our rhythms disrupted right now, how has this 
time exposed your attachments — healthy or not? 

4. Read Galatians 2:20.  What does it mean to have union with 
Christ?  Have you ever personally experienced the power and 
presence of Jesus?  Describe. 

5. Have you ever tasted the joy of “bearing fruit” — being an active 
participant in the mission of Jesus? 

6. Read Isaiah 11:1 & 10 and Romans 15:12.  How does the 
Christmas Story, the birth of Jesus, the Root of Jesse offer hope 
to all humanity?   

Jesus, the Root of Jesse, is the fulfillment of hope for all humanity.  God the Son, Jesus, is the 
Ultimate Vine from which the best wine flows.  His blood poured out for all people makes it 
possible for relationship with our Creator to be restored, for all sin to be forgiven, for sin and death 
to be dealt a death-blow, for true hope, both now, and for eternity, when all that is broken in the 
universe will one day be fully restored.  This is the HOPE of Christmas!  Friends of NSAC, in this 
day when many of our regular connections are severely disrupted, may we embrace our one true 
HOPE that only comes from staying connected to Jesus.  Amen. 

7. What about you?  Where are you struggling to feel hope?
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