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Take Home Worship – Sunday Nov 29, 2020 
By Rev. Julie Lebrun - Inlet United Church, Port Moody BC 

 
 

Greetings to you, as we begin the season of Advent. It is a weird Advent. Not being able 
to gather in church as this time is something I never imagined. However here we are. 
Regardless of what is going on in the world God continues to be with us. In spite of the 
fact we can’t sing and be together the season of Advent is here to help us remember 
that God is born among us at the first Christmas and today.  

           
 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Holy One, 
we thank you for the glimpses we catch 
of your gift of untiring hope. 
Even in the midst of fear, 
of challenge, of struggle– 
even when our view is obscured 
by clouds of doubt, 
ignite the flame of hope within us, 
that we might glow with its brilliance  
from the inside out. Amen  
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Scriptures: Luke 1:5-25 
 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged 
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all 
the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was 
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the 
Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of 
the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was 
terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong 
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the 
people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go 
before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said 
to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is 
getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” 

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he 
had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to 
speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 

After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in 
seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably 
on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.” 
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Luke 1: 57-80 
 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 
her. 
 

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father.  But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said 
to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning to his father 
to find out what name he wanted to give him.  He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, 
“His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened 
and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their 
neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of 
Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” 
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Zechariah’s Prophecy 

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
 He has raised up a mighty savior[a] for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
    that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
    before him all our days. 
 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon[b] us, 
 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day 
he appeared publicly to Israel. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+1%3A5-25%2C+57-80&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24955a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+1%3A5-25%2C+57-80&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24964b


4 
 

Reflection 
 

Zechariah gets a message from Gabriel – a messenger of God.  
He and Elizabeth will have a baby – he will be called John.  
John will be the forerunner to Jesus.  
John will prepare the way for Jesus.  
Emmanuel, God among us.  
 
“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite HOPE” said Martin Luther 
King Jr.  
 
HOPE is what starts our season of Advent – the 4 weeks of preparation leading up to 
Christmas. Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love are the 4 Sundays of Advent. 
 
Finite means limits or bounds, finishing, ending. 
There are limits to how much activity we can do in a day. 
There are endings in jobs, school, our lives, relationships …this is what makes our lives 
precious.  
 
Infinite – Martin Luther King said never lose infinite Hope. Infinite is limitless or endless 
in space, extent, size for something new. Hope is a feeling of expectation and desire for 
a certain thing to happen. This is the feeling, this is what was happening before the birth 
of Jesus. There was this expectation for a new leader…a new King as they called 
it…someone to bring God’s goodness and healing into the world.  
 
This is what Christmas today is about, to experience of the Christ child to be born anew 
in our hearts. Thomas Merton has a lovely way of describing this Christ child born anew 
– God in us…spark of the divine in us… 
 

As the center of our being 
Is a point of nothingness 

A point of pure truth, 
A point or speck which belongs entirely to God. 

…this little point of nothingness 
And of absolute poverty is the pure glory of God in us. 

It is in everybody, and if we could see it, 
we would see these millions of points of light 

coming together in the face and blaze of a sun 
that would make all the darkness 

and cruelty of life 
vanish completely. 
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The strange / funny thing is, you can’t make this happen. Gift – grace – light is in in us, 
but we can forget it if it gets buried or lost. Christmas is about remembering. Advent is 
about getting ready.  
 
Zechariah had this happen to him. He had this experience of God – through the 
messenger Gabriel – that he and Elizabeth would have a baby. This baby would be the 
forerunner for Jesus – help to prepare the way. Zachariah is startled and resistant. 
Gabriel says, “Don’t be afraid.”  
 
The good news is knowing “the glory of God in us” comes to us when we are doing 
ordinary things. Zechariah is going about his usual job as a priest. But hey, you don’t 
need to be a religious leader!  Mary, Joseph, and the Shepard’s also experience 
messengers from God while doing their ordinary and everyday tasks.  
 
This is what the season of Advent is about. Preparing ourselves, our hearts and minds, 
for God anew. Doing the ordinary things of life and being open and aware of the tiny 
lights among us.  Maybe we can use Christmas lights to help us see the light of God in 
the darkness. As Thomas Merton writes, the millions of points of light….infinite HOPE.  
 
Opening ourselves to the infinite Hope, for those of us who have experienced loss of 
health, a loved one, or any type of loss, this is not easy…it can be very difficult. And we 
have the capacity to be opened to the infinite Hope, points of light and unexpected 
messengers – angel among us. This is holding the 2 parts Martin Luther Jr. refer to, 
“accept finite disappointment, never lose infinite Hope.”  
 
We can be on the receiving end of angels among us. This is a very good thing.  
 
God is also calling us to become a people ready to be messengers of Hope through our 
words and actions. This year, during this time of Covid we have to think of creative ways 
to connect and give. Please connect with loved ones by phone or online even when you 
can’t be together. Give as you are able to SHARE food bank and toy bank even though 
our church can’t sponsor an individual family this year. Join in the Card Writing Blitz and 
send a card to a front line worker or hospital with words of thanks and Hope.  
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Blessing 
 
As you go into this week, the first week of Advent, keep your eyes open to God’s 
messengers in your life and also God’s power to be a messenger of Hope in the lives of 
others.  
 
In our world with many things to be afraid of 
In our world of finite disappointment and loss 
…do not be afraid…seek and be…more Hope. 
Welcome the unexpected infinite light of God, shining from within yourself and all the 
angels among us.  
 
As you see Christmas lights this year remember, 
 
“The millions of points of light 
Coming together in the face and blaze of a sun 
That would make all the darkness 
And cruelty of life 
Vanish completely.” 

 
Go into the week with infinite Hope…do not be afraid…Amen  
 
Peace be with you as your begin the preparation time of Advent,  
Amen. 

 


