
 
Sunday December 6th, 2020 

Advent Candle Meditation:  During the second week in Advent, we focus 
on peace. 
In John 14:27, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled,   

Prelude   

Welcome & Announcements 

Opening Hymn – CP88 – Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus (Vs. 1-4) 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver; 
born a child and yet a King; 
born to reign in us forever: 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  
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 God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all.  

All And also with you.  

Wait for the Lord, Whose Day Is Near  - (CP94) (Played 3 Times) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord:  be strong, take heart! 

Collect for the Day  
Wild God of the wastes, whose gospel begins with a cry and a summons: 
take us to a pathless place where we can start again to taste creation’s 
gifts anew and await the Spirit’s touch, through Jesus Christ, the one 
who is to come.  Amen. 

The Readings   
Isaiah 40:1-11 – (Bible OT Pg. 667-668) 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is 
paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, 
“What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower 
of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 
the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the 
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your 
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not 
fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the 
Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with 
him, and his recompense before him.  He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
Mark 1:1-8 – (Bible NT Pg. 34) 
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The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John 
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Homily - The Reverend Canon Ruthanne Ward 

Duet – Carol for Advent (Price/Besig) 
    Anne Lane & Ankelly Armstrong 

Affirmation of Faith – Hear, O Israel (BAS Pg. 53) 

Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 

This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 

There is no commandment greater than these. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Confession and Absolution (BAS Pg. 191) 
Celebrant       Dear friends in Christ, 
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners 
and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant   Most merciful God, 
All    we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant   Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver 
you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Peace 

(Please turn to your neighbours and offer peace by way of a peace sign or 
slight bow) 

May the Peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 

Offertory Hymn – CP103 – On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry (Vs. 1-5) 

On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
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Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within. 

Prepare we in our hearts a home, 
where such a mighty guest may come. 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge, and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free, 

whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 

Prayer over the Gifts (BAS Pg. 270) 
God our strength, we are nothing without you.  Receive all we offer you 
this day as you sustain us with your mercy; in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

The Eucharist 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you.  
All   And also with you.  
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.  
All   We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All    It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
We give you thanks and offer our praise, almighty and ever living God.  
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to 
judge the world with mercy and justice.  And so, with the Church 
throughout the ages and with the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
with our unending song: 
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All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 
and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 
highest. 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we 
praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent your prophets to 
proclaim justice and mercy. 

At the end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to 
heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, his death, and resurrection, 

we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and this wine we share: strengthen 
our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your 
Son. 

Through him all glory and honour is yours, Creator God, with the 
Sustaining Spirit, in your Holy Church, both now and forever, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant   As our Saviour Christ has taught us, let us pray. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
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bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant   God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your   
           kingdom. 
All     Happy are those who are called to the supper of the   
          Lamb. 

Celebrant    The gifts of God for the people of God. 
All   Thanks be to God. 

Prayer after Communion (BAS Pg. 270) 

Faithful God, we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet.  
Help us always to hear the prophet’s call to turn our hearts to you; in the 
name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

Doxology 

Glory to God, 

All  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the 
Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessing  

Closing Hymn – CP106 – There’s a Voice in the Wilderness (VS. 1,2,3) 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 
a call from the ways untrod: 

prepare in the desert a highway, 
a highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted, 
the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places 
 7



where the Lord our God may go! 

O Zion, give voice to good tidings, 
ascend to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people 

the coming of their King. 
The works of pride all perish, 
like flowers they shall decay; 

the power and pomp of nations 
shall pass like a dream away. 

But your word, O God, is faithful, 
your arm, O Lord, is strong; 

you stand in the midst of nations, 
and you will right the wrong. 

You will feed your flock like a shepherd, 
and fold the lambs to your breast; 

in pastures of peace you’ll lead them, 
and give to the weary rest. 

Postlude 
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