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JOURNEY TO THE MANGER
An introductory message for November 30th

Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage. Wait for the LORD! (Psalm 27:14)
November ends today and here we sit on December’s doorstep. As happens every year, moving into the last month of the year
creates a choice for us—will the next twenty-five days be given to celebrating Christmas or entering into Advent? Let’s make the
choice before us obvious.
Christmas is that season marked by commercialism and traditional practices in Canadian life. Typically it revolves around various
practices related to gift-giving, time with family and friends and a break from the routines of our late-fall lives. It’s marked by a
celebration of particular colours and music and traditions that are not typically part of any other season of the year. Shopping,
presents, music and parties are things our minds associate with Christmas. Someone once called Christmas “people getting together
in the name of food.” They might not be far off.
Advent, on the other hand, is a markedly different season. The roots of the word Advent are tied to the idea of waiting. Those who
celebrate Advent place themselves in a posture of waiting for the Messiah to come. Advent is about anticipation and hope. It’s about
looking toward something, whereas Christmas is about celebration of the here and now.
For us as Canadians, this season is often filled with busyness, a rushing to and fro in an attempt to do it all and get it all done.
Although it remains to be seen how COVID impacts our December this year, typically this is a hurried month. With lives overwhelmed
by hustle and bustle, it’s difficult to enter into Advent. Often we have little chance of truly looking toward and waiting for
“Christ-mas”—the coming of the Christ-Child, God in human form.
This year, we invite you to enter into Advent with us. Yes, the various elements of Christmas are likely to be part of your life. But we
encourage you to also walk a better path—the way of Advent, the way of waiting. This way doesn’t get all the attention—the bright
lights, the music and gifts—but it is a better way.
Advent can be celebrated in a number of ways. Some begin on November 11th. Others on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day.
This year, we’re inviting you to join us in celebrating the first 25 days of December as our Advent observance.
Journey to the Manger was written by four folks who have a vested interest in RockPointe and the spiritual success of our community.
Over the past few months, we have written Advent devotionals framed around the first two chapters of both Matthew and Luke’s
gospels, examining the journey to Jesus’ manger story by story. Along the way, you’ll meet and be encouraged by the parts that
Joseph and Mary, Zechariah and Elizabeth, Simeon and Anna, the angels, the shepherds and even Herod himself played in the
journey to the manger in Bethlehem.
We encourage you to make Journey to the Manger part of your rhythm for the next 25 days. Why not find a specific time of day that
works for you, light a candle, pour a hot drink and take some time to engage with the story of the first Christmas? By doing so, you’ll
engage in Advent and we have a hunch that your Christmas will be a far more fulfilling one because you entered into Advent.
Blessing—may this season be filled with His presence.
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GOD IS A RULE-BREAKER

Day 01 • Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:1-17

Matthew chapter 1. A long, boring list of unpronounceable names. The genealogy of Jesus.
Genealogies were supposed to include a pedigree of firstborn Jewish males who lived an exemplary life. The genealogy of the Son of
God includes people who weren’t firstborns, weren’t Jewish, weren’t males, and didn’t live an exemplary life. God broke the rules.
Firstborns had a role of social significance with a special position in the family. They were consecrated to God as the one who
“opened the womb” and received a double portion of their father’s inheritance. But Isaac, Jacob, Judah, David, and Solomon
weren’t firstborns.
They weren’t all Jewish either. Especially the women. No Jewish matriarchs made the list: no Sarah, Rebekah, or Rachel, women
for whom God miraculously “opened their womb” after years of infertility. Instead, Tamar of Canaan, Rahab of Jericho, and Ruth of
Moab. Bathsheba’s first husband was a Hittite.
And then there were the scandals.
Abraham threw his wife under the bus—twice! To save his own skin, he told a foreign king that his wife was his sister. Each king
brought Sarah into his harem, temporarily, until the lie was discovered. Tamar disguised herself as a prostitute and seduced
Judah, her own father-in-law. Rahab was a prostitute. Bathsheba committed adultery with King David. When he found out she was
pregnant, he arranged for the murder of her husband. Mary, Jesus’ mother, didn’t have a checkered past, but no one believed that
except Joseph. Try telling your dad that an angel showed up to tell you that you’re pregnant by the Holy Spirit and see how that
goes. By Jewish law, they could have stoned her.
Matthew’s purpose is to present Jesus as the anticipated Messiah of the Old Testament, the Savior of His people, the King descended
from David, and “son of Abraham” who ultimately fulfills God’s promises to Abraham. It just happened in such an unexpected way.
God broke the rules. He chose unconventional candidates for the bloodlines of His Son.
People who weren’t firstborns to demonstrate that the pre-eminence of Christ came by the will of God, not from a position of
aristocratic heredity. Gentile women in interracial marriages, emphasizing that through Jesus ALL the families of the earth would
find blessing. People with stained reputations as examples of God’s grace, showing that God’s intent all along has been to redeem
those deemed unworthy. Not just to firstborns, men, Jews, or people with no “past.” His grace is for ALL.
People like you and me.
The genealogy reveals God’s faithfulness over many generations, choosing unlikely people to accomplish His redemptive purposes
in the world.
People like you and me.
Is there someone in your world who does not seem a likely candidate for God’s grace? Someone you find hard to believe He could
redeem? A person who breaks your rules? Stop and ponder how God might want to use you to draw that person to Himself.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, would you show me practical ways I can be involved in a redemptive way in this person’s life.
Going Deeper: The Book of Hosea (Hosea and his unfaithful wife); Luke 7:36-50 (Jesus and the woman who anointed His feet); Luke
19:1-10 (Jesus and Zacchaeus); John 8:3-11 (Jesus and the woman caught in adultery)
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THE GOD OF MULTIPLE CHANCES
Day 02 • Scripture Reading: Luke 1:5-25

It was the most sacred event of Zechariah’s life, a once-in-a-lifetime privilege to burn incense to the Lord in the temple. A twice-daily
offering, the symbolic act represented the prayers of the people ascending to God.
But Zechariah had come to the temple with a lifelong sorrow. He and Elizabeth were old and childless, a social stigma that brought
shame and an assumption of God’s judgment. Zechariah was now being asked to offer symbolic prayers to God for the entire nation,
his own prayers for a son unanswered.
And suddenly, there was an angel.
Zechariah was terrified. The angel spoke reassuringly. “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. God has heard your prayer. You and Elizabeth will
have a son.” The angel knew his name. And his prayer.
The angel continued. “You are to name him John. You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will
be great in the eyes of the Lord. He will turn many Israelites to the Lord. He will have the spirit and power of Elijah and prepare the
people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of fathers to their children.”
The message was stunning. As a Jewish priest, he was well aware of an angelic announcement centuries before to another elderly
couple—Abraham and Sarah. They too would bear a son who would play a pivotal role in the story of God redeeming a fallen
world. He would have read the book of the prophet Malachi, who announced a coming Elijah-like prophet who would “prepare
the way,” preach repentance, and “turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts of children to their fathers.” The angel’s
exact words.
The message from the angel was unmistakable. The Messiah was about to come, and Zechariah’s son would be His forerunner.
But Zechariah wasn’t convinced. “How can I be sure?” he asked. “I am an old man.” It was too incredible. Like Abraham and Sarah
before him, he let his human limitations override the overwhelming evidence of the supernatural. Instead of offering proof, the
angel simply stated who he was. “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was He who sent me to bring you this good
news!” The angel continued. “Since you didn’t believe what I said, you will be unable to speak until the child is born.” It was a
judgment, but one that included mercy. Another chance.
True to the angel’s announcement, Elizabeth conceived and gave birth to a son. This time, Zechariah obeyed the angel. They named
him John. When Zechariah wrote his name on a tablet for their extended family, his mouth was opened as suddenly as it had been
closed, just as Gabriel had said.
And then Zechariah knew.
He knew that God had miraculously intervened and allowed Elizabeth to conceive in her old age. He knew that, despite his doubts,
God had fulfilled His promises. Perhaps he had given up on his prayer for a son, and instead, like all good Jews, prayed for the
Messiah to come. God had answered both prayers at once and given him another chance at faith.
Perhaps, like Zechariah, you’ve doubted God. Nothing made sense. You prayed, and God seemed to ignore you. Or you prayed, and
when God answered, you didn’t believe it. The God of multiple chances is your God. He will give you another chance at faith as well.
You can trust Him.

Prayer: Lord, help me learn to trust you, and in trusting, to obey your words.
Going Deeper: Exodus 30:1-9; Micah 7:18; Malachi 3:1; 4:5-6; Matthew 18:21-22; 1 John 1:9; Philippians 1:6
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GOD’S IN CHARGE OF HISTORY AFTER ALL
Day 03 • Scripture Reading: Luke 1:26-38

The times were bad. The Romans had conquered Palestine, causing the collapse of its sovereignty and stripping its Jewish
population of its independence. They quickly subjected the people to a set of foreign and brutal laws. The conquerors did not
respect or understand the Jewish religion and customs.
For centuries, Jews believed that someday there would come a Messiah, a divine ruler who would be a descendant of King David,
born miraculously of a virgin. Every Jewish woman dreamed that she might be the one chosen by God to be His mother. Every Jew
longed to see Him come. This longing only deepened under Rome’s brutal occupation. It had been 400 years since anyone had heard
from God, and the people had lost hope. It didn’t seem like God was in charge of history.
Mary wasn’t doing anything unusual when he came. Just a simple Jewish peasant girl preparing for her wedding. Suddenly, there
was Gabriel. “Greetings, Favored woman! The Lord is with you!” The pronouncement left her bewildered. As far as she knew, the
Lord had abandoned His people centuries ago. “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” Gabriel reassured her, “for you have found favor with God!
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be the Son of God and will reign on the throne of
David forever!”
And everything changed.
Six months before, Gabriel had made another appearance, this time to a priest named Zechariah while he was offering sacrifices in
the temple. Zechariah had his own questions about whether God was in charge of history. His personal history as well as that of the
nation. Suddenly, there was Gabriel. He promised Zechariah a son. That son would prepare the way for the Messiah.
And everything changed.
Five hundred years before, Gabriel came to visit the prophet Daniel in another time of despair and fear. Babylon had conquered
Israel and taken them into exile. They lost their land, their temple, and their royal line of succession to the throne of King David.
Mostly, they lost hope. It didn’t seem like God was in charge of history. In despair, Daniel turned to God in prayer and fasting. He
confessed the sin of his people, reminded God of His faithfulness, and pled for mercy. Suddenly, there was Gabriel. “Don’t be afraid,”
he assured him, “you are very precious to God. Peace!” Yes, evil nations will rise to power and cause great fear. But someday, the
Messiah will conquer evil and reign as king.
And everything changed.
Gabriel’s announcements changed everything for Mary, Zechariah, and Daniel, for Israel, and for the world. There was hope for the
future. Peace in the fear of the present. Trust in their confusion. God was in charge of history after all. Three times in history, Gabriel
entered the lives of people, his divinely appointed role to offer hope and peace during times of despair, fear, and confusion.
God’s timeless message comes to us, too, in our despair, fear, and confusion. It’s unlikely you’re going to have an appearance from
the angel Gabriel! But God has given us another messenger, the Holy Spirit, who offers the same message of hope and peace. The
final Messianic kingdom Gabriel announced to Mary, Zechariah, and Daniel will come. He calls us to trust Him in our confusion while
we wait for that day.
God is in charge of history. Will you trust Him?

Prayer: Holy Spirit, You are in charge of history and you’re moving it toward its final completion. While I wait for that day, help me
trust you through any circumstances you allow into my life.
Going Deeper: Daniel chapters 8-10
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THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME
Day 04 • Scripture Reading: Luke 1:39-45

Christmas is a special season of the year for many reasons. One revolves around time we spend with family. Many of us will travel
long distances to spend Christmas with relatives. That’s where traditions are carried on, connection is reestablished and memories
are refreshed. For believing families, it’s also a chance to catch up on God’s work in us.
In reading this story from Luke 2, it’s not difficult to see the various elements of a family Christmas as Mary hurries off to see her
relative Elizabeth.
A quick summary of this story. Miraculously, Elizabeth and husband Zechariah are expecting a son who will point people to the Lord.
Six months after Elizabeth becomes pregnant, the angel Gabriel appears to Elizabeth’s relative Mary, a virgin engaged to Joseph.
The angel tells Mary she’ll become pregnant by the Holy Spirit and bear a son to be named Jesus. He’ll be called the Son of the Most
High God and rule over Israel from David’s throne forever.
Mary is filled with fear and Gabriel relieves this by giving her a sign. “Your relative Elizabeth is going to have a child in her old age,” he
says. “And she who is said to be barren is in her sixth month of pregnancy. For nothing is impossible with God.”
As if the appearance of an angel isn’t enough, Mary rushes off to visit Elizabeth to confirm Gabriel’s words. What happens when she
enters Elizabeth’s home is confirmation of what the angel has told her. The baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaps for joy when he hears
Mary’s voice and Mary is told that she been blessed by God.
The final words of this passage are key. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished.
Elizabeth is confirming God’s word and work for Mary. An older woman encourages a younger woman to believe and act on what
God has said.
This passage is filled with the mundane and the mysterious. The mundane involves a trip and two relatives probably having coffee,
catching up on the latest news. But the mystery of God also fills this story. God lines up two women to participate in His plan.
One womb-bound baby leaps in meeting the mother of another very special baby. And in the end, God uses someone who has
experienced God’s goodness and grace to confirm His good plan to another.
So where does the Judean hillside intersect with the Alberta foothills today? Connections from this story to our lives are not hard
to find. Our God calls us all—ordinary as we are—to participate in His plan. Often the part He assigns us seems far beyond us. And
sometimes others’ confirmation of what God is up to is critical to our participation in His plan. Elizabeth is key to Mary’s full and
willing participation.
Scripture contains many examples of believers encouraging and confirming God’s work for another. Moses had Jethro. Elisha had
Elijah. David had Samuel. Esther had Mordecai and Apollos had Priscilla and Aquila to mentor him.
So during this season, what other Christ-follower might you be able to encourage today? Who needs the confirmation of what you
see of God’s work in them? What younger family member or friend or RockPointer could use an encouraging text or phone call or
even a visit today? Like Mary hurrying out the door, why don’t you go and do it?

Prayer: Lord, Mary and Elizabeth’s story reminds me of Your ability to put just the right person in someone else’s life at just the right
time. I want to experience that today. Who would You have me reach out to today to encourage right now?
Going Deeper: Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11-15 on the subject of how we can specifically encourage others.
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THE UPSIDE-DOWN KINGDOM OF JESUS
Day 05 • Scripture Reading: Luke 1:46-56

Gabriel had just left, leaving Mary with the stunning news that she would become the mother of the Messiah. God was about to
change the course of human history through her. She rushed to visit her relative, whom she learned was also going to give birth to a
world-changing son in her old age. Mary was so moved by this God, the lover of the lowly, that she broke into song.
First, she expressed the joy she felt from the depths of her soul. Then she mentioned what God had done for her personally. “All
generations will call me blessed.” But then this humble young woman spent the rest of her song talking about the character of
God instead of about herself. He exalts the poor, the merciful, and the humble, but he’s not the least impressed with the rich, the
powerful, and the proud. What’s important to God is upside-down from human values.
Mary was not the first woman in the Scriptures with a song about God’s upside-down kingdom. A thousand years earlier, an infertile
woman named Hannah sang a song with a similar theme, after God had answered her prayers for a son. She too spoke of how her
spirit rejoiced in God. She declared that He “lifts up the poor and needy.” Prophetically, her son, the prophet Samuel, would play a
pivotal role in this upside-down kingdom of God as proud King Saul descended into madness, followed by a humble shepherd boy
named David who rose to greatness as the King of Israel and ancestor to the Messiah.
Mary would soon learn that the son she bore lived out the exact value system about which she sang.
He invited the poor and offended those who trusted in their wealth. “God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him,
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs,” He said. He told a rich young man to sell his possessions and give the money to the poor, and
he would have treasure in heaven. The man refused.
He invited the merciful and offended the powerful. “God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” He showed
mercy to a prostitute who anointed his feet with expensive perfume and wiped them with her hair. But he rebuked Simon, his
judgmental religious host, for his lack of mercy.
He invited the humble and offended the proud. “God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.” He
honored the humility of a tax collector who admitted that he was a sinner, but condemned a religious Pharisee who publicly and
arrogantly thanked God that he wasn’t like the tax collector.
Jesus invited the spiritually hungry to Himself but humbled everyone who tried to earn brownie points with God by relying on the
self-sufficiency of their riches, power, and status.
His enemies tried to insult Him. They called him “a friend of sinners.” He deemed it their highest tribute.
In a few short, powerful sentences, Mary explained for generations to come what God is really like. His upside-down kingdom honors
the poor, the merciful, and the humble. People like herself.
Not much has changed since Mary sang her song. Our culture entices us to pursue riches, power, and status. Maybe it’s our culture
that’s upside-down. God calls His followers to reject those values and embrace a “right side up” value system of spiritual neediness,
mercy, and humility.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, reveal to me where I am self-sufficient, relying on my own resources to gain your approval. Lead me instead to
a lifestyle of spiritual hunger, mercy, and humility.
Going Deeper: I Samuel 1 & 2; Matthew 5; Luke 18:18-23; Luke 7:36-50; Luke 18:9-14; Luke 7:34; Philippians 2:6-11
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FAITHFULNESS FOUND IN A MOST SURPRISING FACE
Day 06 • Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

Have you ever thought of Joseph as the shadow within the nativity; the “everyman” who is stoic and silent behind Mary, a faceless
necessity in the birth of our Saviour? It seems sometimes that the brightness of Jesus and Mary sometimes casts Joseph in a smaller
and more invisible role. But Joseph couldn’t have been just anyone and, in fact, it needed to be him. God chose Joseph just as much
as He chose Mary.
Though we don’t have any of Joseph’s words recorded, we have his actions. In looking deeper, we see that this man of mystery who
was involved in such a pivotal moment in history was instrumental in the entire New Testament narrative. Think about it, where
would we truly be without Joseph?
When told that his betrothed was pregnant, Joseph’s actions speak volumes. The only logical explanation at that time was that Mary
had been unfaithful to him, greatly disrespecting him and their families. Joseph must have been surprised, hurt, and angry, but we
read in Matthew 1:19 that he “was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly.” In his pain, he still put Mary first. She
would have been stoned to death for her betrayal, but Joseph didn’t want revenge. He seemed to offer Mary mercy and let her go.
He was faithful to her even when it seemed she had been unfaithful to him.
Then the angel Gabriel visits him with an important greeting, “Joseph, son of David.” Gabriel’s response emphasizes the choosing
of Joseph for this important role. The descendants of the house of David would be called to go to Bethlehem for a census to fulfill
the prophecy of Micah 5:2. It needed to be Joseph, a man from the line of Judah. Joseph’s response is swift; he is faithful to the
Lord. Like Mary, he made a choice to obey God, knowing that this path would likely cost him in many ways. He decided to say yes
to ridicule, fear of the unknown, to embrace huge change and unfamiliarity, of obtaining the fatherly burden of keeping God’s
family safe.
Jesus was no ordinary baby boy and, as such, needed no ordinary human father to protect him. A king wanted Jesus dead, and
sent soldiers to murder every baby boy under 3 years to ensure that this threat to the throne would be snuffed out. But Joseph had
another dream. This same spiritual gift that saved Mary from a life of uncertainty and rejection as a single mother, would be that
family’s deliverance again as they fled to Egypt, this time fulfilling the prophecy of Hosea 11:1. All we know about Joseph’s thoughts
on these dreams is that when he had them, he obeyed. He was faithful to Jesus.
Joseph didn’t choose his lineage. He didn’t choose his special ability to dream, although we know that this is evidence of a life filled
with the Holy Spirit: “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream
dreams, and your young men shall see visions” (Joel 2:28-30). There are no spiritual gifts without the Spirit. Without Joseph, there is
no Bethlehem, no stable, no Mary, no fleeing to Egypt, and no Jesus. God could have chosen someone else and fulfilled these things
in another way, but he chose Joseph; faithful, strong, silent, Joseph.
How is God calling you to be faithful today? Is He asking you to let go of an expectation? To trust Him for something unusual;
something unknown and out of your comfort zone? Is He asking you to keep fighting, or giving more, when you feel like giving up?
You are in good company. Keep trusting that the Lord is with you and for you. God chose you for this, and He equips His people with
His Spirit to accomplish miraculous things every day.

Prayer: Father, thank You for sending Your Son, Your most precious gift. But thank You as well for providing Jesus with a human
father who provides for us an example of selfless parenting and dedication and surrender to Your ways.
Going Deeper: Take time to read Romans 12:9-21 which provides a picture of what selfless sacrificial living in relationship with
others looks like. Which of these verses is it likely Joseph lived out as he walked through Mary’s pregnancy and Jesus’ birth with her?
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NOTHING ORDINARY ABOUT A CHILD OF GOD
Day 07 • Scripture Reading: Luke 1:57-66

“No! His name is John.” From the day Zechariah was visited by the angel Gabriel and left the temple, unable to speak, he knew the
name of his foretold son. The angel promised that he and Elizabeth his wife—both advanced in years, would have a son and they
were to name him John, a common name for that time. But there was nothing ordinary about Zechariah and Elizabeth’s story or
the child they would have. Theirs was a child of God. As Elizabeth’s pregnancy progressed, their excitement grew as they dreamed
about their son’s role in the coming of Israel’s Messiah.
The news of John’s miraculous birth unified the extended family and community of Zechariah and Elizabeth. Everyone joined in
the celebration. People visited to rejoice with Elizabeth. Priests now understood and believed the charades Zechariah used to
explain the vision he received in the temple. Family, friends and neighbours showed their support by gathering for the ceremony of
circumcision which marked this baby as special to the Lord.
So amazing was John’s birth and so desirous was the community to honour Zechariah their priest, those who gathered decided
to do something extra special and highly unusual in Jewish culture. They pressed Elizabeth to name the child after his father—
Zechariah.
Turning the focus onto themselves and away from God would not be possible for this couple. God had transformed Zechariah and
Elizabeth during the months of her pregnancy. After nine months of wondering, hoping and pondering what God was doing, they
knew not to take honour for themselves. God deserved all the glory. The name “John” was given to them by the angel Gabriel and
the meaning of the name was not lost to them. His name had become the theme for this season of their lives. In Hebrew “John”
means “Yahweh gives grace.” Naming the baby after Zechariah would have robbed the opportunity for God to be glorified at every
mention of John’s name. When Elizabeth declared, “No! His name is John,” the world didn’t understand. They turned to Zechariah to
set Elizabeth straight. However, Zechariah confirmed his wife’s announcement as he wrote, “His name will be John.”
Naming their son John, was not only an act of obedience for Zechariah and Elizabeth, but a declaration of God’s grace. They knew
that God in His grace had taken an ordinary couple—well past their prime—and used them to get the whole region excited about
God’s next move. And He took John, who was considered a miracle by all, and got the whole world excited about the soon-to-come
Messiah (Luke 3:15). Notice the question the crowd asks when John received his name: “What then will this child turn out to be? For
the hand of the Lord was certainly with him.” In that moment Zechariah and Elizabeth drew the focus of the world away from who
they were onto what God was doing in the lives of His people.
Let’s land this in our lives. Ever struggled with who you are? Ever felt like you live a very ordinary life? Ever felt like God has left you
out of His plans? In Christ we’ve been called by God. We’ve been chosen to declare His glory through the way we live our lives. He’s
in the business of taking who we are and transforming us into masterpieces that reflect His only begotten Son.

Prayer: Father, thank You for calling me, for working in me to be what You desire of me. Let me live Your plan today as I point the
world around me to You.
Going Deeper: Take a look at Psalm 139:13–18 and Proverbs 16:9 to see how God made us and plans to use us.
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STILLNESS. AND FAITHFULNESS.
Day 08 • Scripture Reading: Luke 1:67-79

It had been nine months. Nine months since the angel left him reeling with the most stupendous news of his life. His elderly wife
would bear a son who would become the forerunner to the Messiah. Struck deaf and dumb for his unbelief, Zechariah had nine
months to ponder what God was up to. Nine months of silence, solitude, stillness. During those nine months, he watched Elizabeth’s
baby bump growing before his very eyes. And something else was growing: his faith, transformed from unbelief into trust in a God
who keeps His promises.
Zechariah emerged from the stillness, changed. Forgiven for his unbelief, filled with the Holy Spirit, he spoke. In a throwback to the
Exodus story where their Redeemer rescued them from slavery, Zechariah charged his listeners to believe that a new “exodus” was
underway, that the Redeemer of that story was about to visit them again. Zechariah doubtless hoped that this Redeemer would
liberate Israel from her Roman oppressors as He had her Egyptian enemies. But Zechariah’s newborn son would grow up to make
a different, yet stunning announcement about what redemption really meant: “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!” The “mighty Savior from the royal line of David” would be a spiritual conqueror, rescuing His people from an enemy far
more treacherous than Rome: sin and Satan.
In a second throwback to their historical roots, Zechariah praised God for remembering His covenant with Abraham. That covenant
promised that through Abraham’s “seed,” all the families of the earth, Jew and Gentile, would be blessed. This “redemption”
through a descendant of Abraham and King David would change their hearts, allowing them “to serve Him without fear, in holiness
and righteousness.”
Zechariah then turned his attention to his newborn son who would prepare the way for this Redeemer. Addressing his place in
God’s great plan, he referred to him as the “prophet of the Most High.” John’s place in God’s great plan was to “prepare the way for
the Lord.” In yet another powerful throwback to their historical roots, Zechariah referred to the words of the prophets Isaiah and
Malachi, who announced the coming of this “forerunner,” a “messenger, who will prepare the way,” and whose preaching would
“turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts of children to their fathers.”
Zechariah concluded his prophecy by declaring that his son would tell people how to find salvation, have their sins forgiven, find
light in darkness, and guidance to the path of peace. For the final time, he pulled together multiple references to Isaiah’s Messianic
prophecies, where the promised “suffering servant” would be a light to the Gentiles and bring salvation to the ends of the earth.
In his nine months of stillness, Zechariah learned to take God at His word, to see the events of the birth of Jesus and John through
the lens of God’s faithfulness in Israel’s past. The births of these two babies are part of the story of a God who keeps promises and
acts on behalf of His people.
Have you been doubting God? Is there a circumstance in your life that is testing your faith? Are you wondering if God can redeem
your story and the lives of those you love?
We, like Zechariah, have been in a period of silence, solitude, stillness. And like Zechariah, we didn’t seek it out. But Zechariah
teaches us that the faithfulness of God is unchanging. He always keeps His promises. And sometimes we see it most clearly in the
stillness.

Prayer: God, may we emerge from the stillness, changed, trusting You to always keep Your promises.
Going Deeper: Exodus 3:7-20; 6:1-8; Isaiah 40:3; 42:6-7; 49:6; Malachi 3:1; 4:5-6; Matthew 4:14-16; Luke 2:32; 19:10; John 1:1,12-14,
29; Acts 13:47; 26:17-18, 23
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THE BIG KING AND THE LITTLE KING
Day 09 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-4

Luke 2:1-3 reads much like something drawn from Gibbons’ The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. The Roman
emperor Augustus decrees that all the then-known world would be taxed via a census with everyone returning to their ancestral
roots to register. The next verse reveals that because Joseph descended from King David, he travelled from Nazareth in Galilee down
to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancestral home.
Remember history class? The recitation of events, dates and outcomes from lives hundreds or thousands of years past. More than
one high school student has found history quite dry and low on their list of favourite subjects in school. But these three verses along
with the fourth that follows, remind us of two important things that Advent teaches us.
First, these verses remind us that Jesus’ birth is set in history. What follows with Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem—the shepherds, angels
and manger—actually took place. Luke is saying: There’s a moment in our planet’s history when God entered the human race in
human form to change human lives forever.
Second, these verses remind us that those who seem to wield ultimate power, in reality don’t. Luke writes of Augustus Caesar—a
word meaning king or supreme ruler. As emperor of Rome, Augustus is the most powerful man in the world. His word is to be
obeyed—to defy it means death. And yet, when the dust settles and history is seen for what it is, Almighty God’s plan will trump
those of this Caesar and his decree will be used to accomplish God’s purposes. When Joseph obeys Caesar’s decree and goes to his
hometown of Bethlehem, the true and real King over all is the One he is obeying. Big King, little king.
This King had spoken through His prophet Micah over 700 years before declaring that a ruler would come out of Bethlehem to
shepherd His people Israel (Micah 5:2). When it came time for that ruler to be born, it mattered not that Joseph lived far from
Bethlehem, that he had no plans to travel to Bethlehem or that he was quite busy caring for an expectant fiancée. God moved the
heart of the man who ruled the world to accomplish His purpose. Wow!
Proverbs 21:9 reminds us that the king’s heart is like a stream of water directed by the Lord; He guides it wherever He pleases. The
heart is the center of life—that place from which all planning originates and from which a king’s philosophy is determined. It’s the
center where everything begins and Proverbs is here saying that a heart can be bent by God to perform His will.
These four verses are a reminder today of God’s sovereign control over history. For hundreds of years after Micah’s prophecy, the
Jews prayed, asking God to fulfill His promise and send the Messiah. Little did they know how God would do that with the Big King
using the Little King to bring Jesus His Son to Bethlehem.
But these four verses also remind us that God is perfectly capable of fulfilling His promises in our lives. Perhaps this Christmas you’re
waiting for God to fulfill a particular promise to you. It may have to do with some particular provision—a new job, a baby, relief from
physical suffering or something else. Be reminded today that God’s timing is perfect and He does fulfill His promises.

Prayer: Father, Your sovereign control over time and history amazes me today. I worship You for Your infinite power and ask You to
fulfill Your promises in my life today. Help me to see how You are doing this.
Going Deeper: Spend some time in 2 Peter 3:8-9 and Galatians 4:4-7 to discover more about God’s fulfillment of His promises.
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VEILED IN FLESH THE GODHEAD SEE
Day 10 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:4-7

Birth is always miraculous. Perhaps you’ve marvelled at the mystery of your own birth or that of a loved one. There is astonishment
and awe at the miracle of conception, the growth that the Lord alone orchestrates. Childbirth is an amazing and humbling experience.
When a baby is born, a sacredness occurs that fills us with gratitude and awe.
The birth of Christ was no different. What is unique about Jesus being born to Mary revolves, from beginning to end, around the fact
that this birth was a fulfillment of God’s promise to His people.
Jesus’ birth was bookended with the presence of sacred, angelic beings. First, at the annunciation to Mary, where Gabriel appeared
to declare the holiness of the future baby miraculously given with the Holy Spirit. In Luke 1:35, Gabriel tells Mary, “The Holy Spirit will
come on you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” This was no
ordinary child. Jesus would be holy from His very conception. Angelic beings were also present for the arrival of the promised one,
as they belted out, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,” to celebrate the birth of this King and the beginning of the biggest rescue
mission of all time.
After lifetimes of anticipation, God Himself was resting in a manger. As the embodied fulfillment of hundreds of years of prophecy,
God had come to earth for His people. Wrapped in flesh and blood, He allowed Himself to be restricted by human movement and
thought and to experience everything we do as humans. How humbling to enter the world, not as a mighty warrior or overwhelming
presence of holiness, but as a helpless babe. He was fully dependent on those around Him. We should marvel at God’s choice to
experience humanity fully, even as we do. He chose a life of humility and learning—to walk, memorize the scriptures, love His family,
work hard and to experience all the joys and sorrows that human life has to offer. Emmanuel, God with us.
What a gift we have been given that God would come to earth, surrounding Himself with, and for, the people He loved so much. How
much more does this help us to be able to relate to Him? It makes it so much more attainable to try and be like Jesus—a tangible,
living example to us in the way we should live our lives. Jesus experienced hunger and pain and spent His life for the holiness of the
mission set out before Him.
How fitting, then, that every year we celebrate the miraculous event of this very sacred birth. The beginning of an entirely new
way of connecting with God—the beginning of the fulfillment of the covenant of old. The perfection of the law. The birth of grace.
Hallelujah.
As God’s people, we’ve been given this treasured hope. This year, maybe even more than others, may we fully embrace this gift with
joy. May we be filled anew with the Holy Spirit and allow God to have His way with us, growing ever closer to Him, because of one
very special baby boy born so many years ago.

Prayer: Oh Lord, as one of Your people, I thank You for Your coming. As I celebrate Advent this year, fill me with joy at Your coming.
Fill me with Your Spirit as I surrender to my life to You in a fresh way today.
Going Deeper: Read John 1:1-14 which tells the story of the birth of Jesus in a fresh way.
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GREAT NEWS OFFSETS GREAT FEAR
Day 11 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:9-14

It was an ordinary night that changed in a flash of light. God’s messengers lit up the sky in the fields outside of Bethlehem. These
angels had been waiting for thousands of years to make this announcement. Their interest began near the beginning when they
heard that a descendant of Eve would crush the head of their former ally turned adversary—Lucifer.
The search was narrowed considerably when God promised Abram that He would bless all the families on earth through him. The
anticipation was almost unbearable when Nathan told David his throne would last forever through one of his descendants. All the
angels saw that as a clue pointing to Israel’s Messiah. The angels made it a practice to pay close attention when God’s Spirit-filled
prophets like Isaiah and preachers like Jeremiah spoke the word of the Lord.
Can you imagine the joy they experienced when God at last sent the angel of the Lord to go and speak to Zechariah? When Gabriel
was tasked to go to Mary? When one was sent to encourage Joseph? The ordinary night for the shepherds in Bethlehem was a
spectacular celebration for every angel in heaven. The one they’d been awaiting had finally arrived. And now they were off in a flash
to deliver the world-changing Good News.
Angels were known to invoke fear in those they visited. The shepherds were not exempt from that rule. Luke tells us that they
were “terribly frightened” at the angel’s sudden and bright appearance. Perhaps their fear was accentuated by the general public’s
opinion that they were criminal types, that they were considered trespassers or squatters on land that was not theirs to graze.
Maybe the sudden appearance of an angel gave life to their worst nightmare—that God was upset with them. But the angel calmed
all fears with this truth, “I bring you good new of great joy.” The angel knew that the only remedy for the great fear brought on by the
thought of God’s just punishment is the Great News of Jesus’ birth.
Every one of us is in need of this Great News to eliminate our fear. The message of Great News the angels had waited 4,000 years to
share was “today in the city of David a Saviour has been born—He is Christ the Lord.” The angel was proclaiming that God had sent a
Saviour, someone who can rescue us from our sin. The angel shared that God had sent us Someone, anointed and set apart as our
prophet, priest and King—the long-awaited Messiah. And the angel said that God had sent us the Lord, the Someone who is God
Himself in the form of man. At that final announcement the air was immediately filled with the light of a myriad of angelic beings
singing with joy to the glory of God.
We don’t fully understand the significance and the emotional connection of Jesus’ birth to the community of angels. But we do
know the significance of His birth to us. The great joy of His birth is the remedy for our greatest fear.
Are you motivated to share the Good News of Jesus with the same enthusiasm as the angels shared with the shepherds? Is there
someone in your sphere of influence who needs to be rescued from an ordinary life through the Good News of Great Joy you have
received? Like the angels, we’ve been given a message to share.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, go before me to the people in my life who need to hear the Good News. Give me wisdom and courage to share
the good news with great joy that Jesus is our Saviour, Christ and Lord.
Going Deeper: Read 1 Peter 3:13-16 and Matthew 5:13-16 for ideas on how to share the Good News.
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CARETAKERS OF THE SACRIFICE
Day 12 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:8-20

Ever wondered how the shepherds knew which stable to look in? The angels mentioned a manger in Bethlehem, but surely there
was more than one stable in town. How did they know where to find Jesus? I’ve always thought the star did it, but this year I was
prompted to dig deeper. The star guided the wise men; perhaps the shepherds had their own sign.
In Luke 2:12 the angel told them, “You’ll recognize him by this sign. You’ll find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a
manger.” This was a hint for the shepherds, something only they would have understood.
At that time, there was a tower containing a cave where ewes would birth the lambs to be sacrificed in the temple to atone for
the sins of the Jewish people. Levitical shepherds would wrap the lambs in swaddling clothes in a manger and check for spots or
blemishes. The place was called the watchtower of the flock. The prophet Micah writes of it: “As for you, Jerusalem, the citadel of
God’s people, your royal might and power will come back to you again. The kingship will be restored to my precious Jerusalem.” (Micah
4:8). While no one knows for sure, historian Eusebius and early church father Origen believed this was where Christ was born. So let’s
view the nativity story through the unique lens of the shepherds.
Micah 5:2-5 says: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose
origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf. The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the
woman in labor gives birth. Then at last his fellow countrymen will return from exile to their own land. And he will stand to lead his flock
with the Lord’s strength, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. Then his people will live there undisturbed, for he will be highly
honoured around the world. And he will be the source of peace.”
If the shepherds in Luke’s gospel were Levitical shepherds, this information would not have been lost on them. A baby in a manger in
Bethlehem would certainly have caught their attention. They’d have known they were about to encounter the promised Shepherd
of Israel. And they’d have known exactly where to go. But unlike earlier shepherds of Israel like David or Moses, this shepherd was
born to become the sacrificial lamb.
This changed everything. God had an intentional plan for the birth of His Son that foreshadowed the future to come. It joined the
Old Testament covenant to a new one. The sacrifice had changed, but God still sought to redeem His people Israel. The veteran
caretakers of the temple sacrifices, when face to face with Mary and Joseph, met the new caretakers of the Sacrifice to come. This
baby would become the good shepherd who would lead Israel and the Gentiles as well.
Today Jesus continues to invite us to be His sheep. “My sheep listen to my voice. I know them and they follow Me” (John 10:27). This
Advent, may we follow the shepherd of our souls closely for He leads us on paths of righteousness and helps us navigate the hard
places in our lives. May we always remember that He is always present and in control, regardless of our circumstances and willing
to lead us to His good and perfect pastures.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for being the great Shepherd of my soul. Help me to hear Your voice and to live into Your love as Your
beloved child.
Going Deeper: Take some time to meditate on 1 Peter 1:19 which reveals our redemption of the Lamb of God.
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A NEW MOTHER PONDERS
Day 13 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:19

Has God ever done something that seemed crazy to you? Maybe something important was lost, and you had looked everywhere,
but after praying, it was right in front of you. Maybe a need was met before anyone even knew you had it; a cheque in the mail for
the exact amount you needed. Maybe even though the scans indicated an illness 3 months ago, the recent diagnosis was all clear,
seemingly without any explanation. In C.S. Lewis’s Narnia series, when speaking of the God-like lion character, Lewis states that,
“Aslan is not a tame lion.” God is in the business of doing seemingly crazy things all the time. I say seemingly, because it’s only crazy
to us. God has always had a plan, and what seems wild and unpredictable, is our God lavishly loving us in very unique ways.
Mary knew this well. On one of the most strange and miraculous evenings of all time, a host of angelic beings appear to some lowly
shepherds, worshipping the Lord in song, and boldly declaring God’s love for all people through the recently born Savior of the
whole world. When these same shepherds find Mary, now mother of God, Scripture tells us in Luke 2:19; “Mary treasured up all these
things and pondered them in her heart.” She takes a moment of awe and, in her confusion and marveling, tucks it safely away in her
heart to pull out over and over again.
We find almost the exact same verse a few years later when Jesus, as a child, was left behind at the temple in Luke 2:51. Upon finding
Him again, and hearing the boldness and reasoning about being in His Father’s house, she responds the same way. She must have
been panicked, frustrated, and overwhelmed, but instead of focusing on those emotions, Mary “treasured all these things in her
heart.” The previous verse says clearly that when Jesus was giving Mary and Joseph His explanation, “they did not understand what
He was saying to them,” (emphasis mine). When God does things we don’t understand, we can be like Mary and marvel at God and
the divine mystery that is His will, instead of focusing on the confusion and chaos we may feel.
Her responses seem to be an echo from her first visitation by the archangel Gabriel upon learning of her miraculous pregnancy when
she questions, “How can this be?” Whenever God did something radical, or unexpected... seemingly illogical to her, she pondered it
in her heart. She meditated on it, but ultimately, she trusted the Lord to do what He said he would do, regardless of how seemingly
crazy it seemed. She prayed about these things and didn’t let divine moments pass her by. She spent her mental time and energy
keeping her eyes fixed on what God was doing instead of on her own confusion, panic, disappointment, or anxiety about the future.
We could learn a lot from Mary.
As we journey through this Advent season, take some time to ponder some of these divine miracles found in Scripture. Marvel at the
complexity and perfect planning of these events. Worship in silence and awe as you think about the miraculous events in your own
daily life, and look for them.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, as I watch Mary working out her faith through her habit of pondering, I ask that You would fill my thoughts today
with thoughts about God. I choose to ponder what You are doing in this season of my life. And I put my trust in You even as Mary did,
choosing to believe what You have said.
Going Deeper: Psalm 143
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OBEDIENCE WHEN LIFE IS UNCERTAIN
Day 14 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:21-24

Obedience was nothing new to Mary and Joseph. After separate angelic visits, both had responded with trust and obedience to
God’s call to parent the Son of God. It wouldn’t be easy. They obeyed anyway.
Now they needed to obey again. As observant Jews, they both knew the importance of obeying the Law of Moses. So when Jesus
was eight days old, they had him circumcised, a symbol of the child’s incorporation into the covenant community of Israel. The
same day, they named Him. The angel had given His name to Joseph nine months prior. Jesus—it means “Yahweh saves”.
A few weeks later, they obeyed again. In one sense, it was a routine duty. Forty days after giving birth to a son, every Jewish woman
was required to bring an animal as a “purification offering” to the priest in the temple. The animals were sacrificed to the Lord and
the woman was declared cleansed of the ceremonial uncleanness caused by childbirth. Then, again according to the Law of Moses,
they “presented Him to the Lord.” It was a ritual by which God “set apart” for Himself every firstborn, human and animal, as an
offering to Himself. The animals were sacrificed, but the humans were bought back with a redemption price of five shekels of silver.
It was a throwback to the Exodus, serving as a reminder that God had executed His divine judgement by killing all the firstborn
Egyptian males and then redeeming His people from their evil oppressors. By contrast, all the firstborn males of Israel would belong
to God. “They are mine,” He declared.
The divine irony of these events could not have been lost on Mary and Joseph. They were presenting Jesus “to the Lord”—yet He
WAS “the Lord.” They were in the temple, the place where God “dwelled” among His people, the meeting place where God and
sinners were reconciled, the place of priests and sacrifices. In their arms was the God who “dwelled” among His people, the God who
WAS the Temple, the Priest, and the Sacrifice, the Redeemer of Exodus. They could have argued, the ritual, for them, unnecessary.
The baby they held in their arms fulfilled all the rituals.
And yet, they obeyed. The posture of their hearts was simple obedience to God. In the events surrounding the birth of Jesus, they
showed us what it means to love God. They lived out the Torah’s greatest command: “You must love the Lord your God with all
your heart, all your soul, and all your strength.” The baby in their arms would later add, “…and your neighbour as yourself.” Jesus’
“neighbours” included prostitutes, tax collectors, and murderers.
What’s the most loving thing I can do today? What does it look like to love God and others? During Covid? During Advent? When I
budget and shop for Christmas gifts? When I plan Christmas dinner? Create the guest list? Decide who I invite to join me in Advent
worship events?

Prayer: Holy Spirit, as we celebrate Advent this year, give me wisdom and the strength to obey Your call to choose loving actions
toward others, even though it may involve sacrifice on my part and that of my family.
Going Deeper: Luke 1:38; Matthew 1:23; Genesis 17:9-14; Exodus 13:1-16; 34:19-20; Leviticus 12:1-8; 27:6; Numbers 3:11-13; 18:1518; Nehemiah 10:35-36; John 1:1, 12; Matthew 22:38-40

- 17 RockPointe Church | Advent Devotional | rockpointe.ca

WHAT KIND OF WAITER ARE YOU?
Day 15 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:25-35

A hidden benefit of Advent each year is its built-in lesson about waiting. From our earliest Christmas experiences, we remember the
difficulty of waiting to open our Christmas gifts. Often those presents are wrapped well in advance and placed under the tree only
to serve as a physical reminder of how long we must wait until their opening.
Waiting is an important part of Advent. I’m thankful past leaders of God’s people were led to celebrate Jesus’ coming as a season
rather than day. As a result, instead of diving directly into the craziness of Christmas Day, we spend four weeks preparing our hearts
by doing something few Canadians excel at—waiting.
Among Advent’s crucial characters is the old man Simeon we meet in today’s Scripture reading. He’s the patron saint of waiting.
Introduced as a righteous and devout man touched by the Spirit, Simeon awaits the consolation of Israel. By this, Luke means he’s
waiting for the coming Messiah. And in a way few believers experience, the Holy Spirit reveals to Simeon that he’ll meet the Messiah
before he dies. For reals—as they say. As a second gift, the Spirit moves Simeon to go to the temple courts just as Jesus the Messiah
arrives for his dedication with his parents. Perfect timing marks those who wait.
And it’s there that Simeon’s longing is fulfilled. Imagine him waiting in the morning sunshine watching couple after couple walk by.
Suddenly, the Spirit points out the Christ-Child, the Messiah for whom he longs. The baby ends up in Simeon’s arms. And he sings
of his joy in this meeting and the release he now feels having met Him. Then he sings of who this little one will become—salvation,
a light of revelation for the Gentiles and the glory of God’s people Israel.*
Simeon was a great waiter. And like Simeon, we’re at our best when waiting becomes part of our Advent experience. This is the
season to slow down, to wait and watch for Jesus. Central to this experience is a reflective reading of the stories surrounding Jesus’
birth. This builds intentional waiting into our lives.
All around us, the storm of Christmas rages, threatening to fill our lives with all the noise, busyness and commercialism our culture
can feed us. But in the midst of that storm, Simeon reminds us what Advent is all about—the joy that results from the coming of
Jesus into our lives. Even if it means waiting for it.
Jesus’ first Advent at Bethlehem reminds us that His second coming is imminent. He could return at any time. But Simeon teaches
us to wait well as we celebrate Advent this year. One of my favourite Christmas carols ends with the words: Oh come to my heart Lord
Jesus, there is room in my heart for You. This Advent, ask Jesus to come to your life in a fresh and perhaps unexpected way as you
wait for His coming. Then watch for Him.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, help me to become more sensitive and aware of Your promptings in my life. Help me to hear clearly when You
are speaking to me as Your disciple.
Going Deeper: Matthew 24; 1 Thessalonians 4:11-5:11; Revelation 1:5-8
*You may appreciate a video recording of Michael Card’s song Now That I’ve Held Him in My Arms along with lyrics from which the
contents of this paragraph have been drawn. It’s available by clicking here.
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THE WOMAN WHOSE GOD KEPT HIS PROMISE
Day 16 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:36-38

If God answered your craziest prayer right now, would you recognize it? What if you had been praying for world peace your whole
life, and in your lifetime, it actually happened? What if justice was served, hungry people were fed, sick people were healed, and the
future was suddenly a promise of hope and light? What if everything you knew was suddenly changed for the better? Would you be
surprised? Would you believe it?
I wonder about this when reading Anna’s story. I wonder if she was surprised or if, like Gideon, she had known what she would
experience in her lifetime. Anna was a woman not unfamiliar with grief. She was likely married very young, and spent only seven
years with her husband before becoming a widow. We know she never had children which, for a woman in her lifetime, must have
caused her much scorn, shame, and ridicule by her peers. Without children, her future would have been completely uncertain; who
would take care of her?
And yet, unlike other barren women in the Bible who complained and were bitter about their circumstances, we read that Anna
turned to God. Luke 2:37 states that she “never left the temple, but worshipped night and day, fasting and praying.” What an
inspiring example to all of us. When placed in circumstances beyond her control, one of the only things that we know about Anna is
her devotion to the Lord and her faithfulness in serving Him daily, even in her old age. She built a habit out of doing this not merely
for days, months, or even years, but for decades. She delighted in sitting at the Lord’s feet and, as a result, was ready to proclaim
the good news when it came.
I wonder how many times she had prayed for the Messiah to come? And yet God, in his infinite mercy and kindness to her, allowed
Anna to come up to Mary and Joseph at the very moment of Simeon’s blessing on baby Jesus as He was presented at the temple for
the first time. How full of joy she must have felt, knowing anew that God keeps His promises, and that He had allowed her to be a
part of such a significant part of history.
God also had a purpose to His kindness. Anna was a devoted prophet, relayer of God’s messages to His people, and God knew this.
In Luke 2:38, Anna did two very important things: “she gave thanks to God, and she spoke about the child to all who were looking
forward to the redemption of Israel.” When the Lord does amazing things in our own lives, do we praise Him? Better yet, do we speak
about these things to the people around us? Are we being faithful like Anna, proclaiming life and hope to the people in our circles?
Has God done something unique for you lately? Maybe someone needs to be encouraged by your story. Where do you see God
working in your own life these days? I would strongly encourage you to share this with others around you. Listen and ask for their
stories as well, and let’s be people who, like Anna, respond to God’s mercies to us with praise, and with joy that we can spread to
everyone around us.

Prayer: Lord, help me today to see all that You have done for me and in me and all You are doing around me. And then help me to
live with a thankful heart for all of the good gifts in my life.
Going Deeper: Psalm 105:1-11
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BRING YOUR GIFTS AND BOW BEFORE THE KING
Day 17 • Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-12

Canadian Christmases have many ingredients. Trees. Lights. Eggnog. Turkey and cranberries. Snowmen and Olafs and Grinches.
Carolling and shopping and feasting. For many, the list of ingredients of a successful Christmas is rather lengthy.
For most Canadians, the key ingredient to Christmas is gift-giving. Right now, Calgary’s malls are exploding with people rushing
from store to store, checking off their list of gifts even as their stress increases. Canadians spend almost $700 on Christmas gifts
each year. That’s a lot of gift-giving.
I don’t know about you, but it makes me wonder: What’s the deal with gifts? What’s the connection between gifts and Advent—this
season of the year when we celebrate the birth of God’s Son?
To answer that question, let’s go back to Matthew chapter two and the story of the wise men or magi—Christmas’ first gift-givers.
Described as wise men from eastern lands, they likely arrived in Jerusalem on camels, the primary form of transportation in their
day. They came looking for the newborn king of the Jews, motivated by a star that rose in the sky.
The consensus of Biblical scholars is that the wise men were astrologers from Babylon—today’s Arabian Peninsula. They’re likely
members of the Zorastrian priestly caste whose role was to interpret dreams for the Persian royal family, often using the stars to
work their magic.
What stands out about these guys is that they were—as writer Mark Buchanan puts it—thoroughly, completely, top-to-bottom,
pouring-of-out-their-pores pagan. Their magic wasn’t the pull-the-rabbit-out-of-the-hat and pretend-you-cut-the-woman-in-half
kind. These guys were steeped in black magic. And yet they travelled hundreds of miles looking for the newborn king of the Jews.
People say there were three of them, but that’s only because they offered three gifts. The star led them, stopping over the place
where Jesus, the newborn King was. Filled with joy, they bowed down and worshipped Him, giving Him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. Kenneth Bailey writes that wealthy dwellers of desert regions in those days possessed these three items. Gold was
mined in Arabia and wealthy folks had plenty. Frankincense and myrrh were harvested from trees that only grew in southern Arabia.
All were costly gifts.
So what were the magi doing in presenting gifts to Jesus? Theirs is an act of worship. Filled with joy, they offered the best they had
to the king they’d travelled so far to meet. When you finally meet the king, you offer Him your best.
Throughout the centuries, we’ve made a lot out of the magi’s gifts. The gold is said to symbolize this and the frankincense that and
the myrrh something else. What we know for certain is that these men, overwhelmed by the object of their search, bowed down and
presented their most valuable possessions to the king.
Their gift-giving reminds us of an important ingredient of Advent. This is a season that calls us to offer our best to our King. He is
the Son of God who commands us to bow before Him to honour Him with the most valuable gifts we can offer Him—our surrender,
allegiance and obedience.
Those who have worshipped in a more liturgical form of worship are well acquainted with the practice of kneeling in worship.
So why don’t we do that right now? Wherever you are, close the door and kneel before King Jesus in surrender to Him. Read the
Scriptures below out loud and then spend some time surrendering to Him in prayer in the middle of this Advent season.

Prayer: King Jesus, this beautiful story of the Magi reminds me that I can offer gifts to You today, right here in the heart of the Advent
season. I surrender to You O Lord. I offer You my allegiance in following You. And I ask for Your help as I choose to obey You as Your
disciple today.
Going Deeper: Philippians 2:5-13; Matthew 22:34-40; Romans 12:1-2
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HEROD THE NOT-SO-GREAT
Day 18 • Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-18

He has all the signs of greatness. It’s 47 B.C. and Herod, the man they already call “Great” is 25 years old. He’s just been appointed
Galilee’s governor, an honoured position for someone his age. The Romans have high hopes that he can be the one to pacify the
Jews who hate Rome.
The early years of Herod’s reign show great promise. He kills a revolutionary leader named Ezekias. He manages to marry into the
leading Jewish family. In 40 B.C. the Roman Senate names him King of the Jews. It’s an odd title that infuriates the Jews. Herod’s not
a Jew—not by birth and not by religion.
The years pass and Herod becomes more and more nasty. He’s a clever leader, but he’s as cruel as they come. He clings to power and
exercises violence on any who get in his way. Thousands die during his reign of terror; most famously, Herod murders his brotherin-law, mother-in-law, wife and two sons.
This Herod the Great, this King of the Jews, in truth is not-so-great and he’s most definitely not the King of the Jews. And near the
end of his life, this is going to become even more obvious.
The events of Matthew 2 come into view. Herod is slowly dying. Jewish historian Josephus describes his disease as a distemper.
Covered with sores, he’s wracked by convulsions and his mind is beginning to fail. Still, he holds onto his kingship.
As Luke tells us, one day word comes to Herod in the palace that visitors from the East have arrived in Jerusalem. Strange looking,
their question is even stranger. Priests of some eastern religion based on astrology, they ask: Where’s the one born king of the Jews?
We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. Herod’s advisors have no answer so he appeals to the priests and teachers
of Hebrew law. They answer the question posed by the men from the east: In Bethlehem in Judea and they go on to quote the
prophet Micah.
There’s so much to be mined from this story. It contains several lessons, but the greatest of all has to do with surrender. Throughout
this story, Herod is disturbed, determined and dishonest. He’s so threatened by this revelation of the presence of another King of
the Jews that he’s willing to do anything to remain king.
Deep down, though, Herod knows the truth. He’s never met this true King of the Jews, but deep within, he knows he’s not the
true King. He’s killed all his enemies and proven his great power and yet, he still isn’t and never will be King of the Jews. So Herod
hatches a plan to destroy this upstart King who threatens him. Never would he consider abdicating the throne to the one and only
King. He refuses to submit.
And therein is the lesson for us. This story is about surrendering to the once and future King and Herod wouldn’t do it. Like him, we
want to rule our own lives, but our hearts were actually created to form His throne. We want to make our own decisions and yet, our
King determines what actually takes place in our lives. He’s the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and when we step off the throne of
our lives and invite Him to take His rightful place there, all is well.
And all is right. Herod never discovered that. But you can. Surrender today.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I crown You as my King today. I surrender to You and invite You to rule over all I am and all I have and all I ever
want to become.
Going Deeper: Read Revelation 19:1-9 to read of the rightful worship of the King of Kings.
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WHEN GOD DISRUPTS YOUR LIFE1
Day 19 • Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:13-18

It had all started with the angel. Mary was pregnant. She could have been killed for that. She was going to give birth to the Messiah,
and Joseph would be responsible to raise Him. No pressure.
He was still reeling from that news and trying to salvage his reputation when the census decree came. An emperor a world away
ordered everyone to go to their ancestral home to register. As descendants of King David, he and Mary had to travel 100 miles to
Bethlehem. It would mess up his business income, cost him travel expenses and waste weeks of time.
But Joseph knew that the prophet Micah had predicted that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem. They went, learning to trust
in this God who was disrupting every facet of their lives.
Jesus’ birth was an incredible experience. Shepherds came to visit, breathlessly telling Mary and Joseph that an angel had appeared
out of nowhere and announced Jesus’ birth. Mary and Joseph knew about angels.
They settled in Bethlehem, at least for the time being. Then the Magi came. Gentile astrologers from afar who brought expensive
gifts and bowed down to worship the King of the Jews.
It wasn’t until after they left that the angel appeared. Again. Another disruption. In a dream, he warned Joseph to flee to Egypt
because Herod, the other King of the Jews, was trying to kill Jesus. Joseph snuck his family out of town under cover of night and
fled into the desert.
Egypt. Israel’s ancient enemy. 2,100 years before, the God Joseph now held in his arms had told Abraham that his descendants
would live in a foreign land for 400 years and be oppressed, but He would rescue them and bring them back home. This is not the
first time the Redeemer of Israel had spent time in Egypt. The prophet Hosea wrote, “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I
called my son out of Egypt.” Originally referring to God’s calling Israel out of Egypt in the time of Moses, Matthew saw the history of
Israel repeated in the life of God’s Son. Their Redeemer had come again.
And true to his promise, the angel later reappeared to tell Joseph that it was safe to return home because Herod was dead. They
returned to Israel and settled in Galilee. Another desert journey.
The first few years of Joseph’s family life were not easy. They were filled with grueling travel during the hardest part of a pregnancy,
a birth in a strange town, no steady income, an assassination attempt, two desert crossings on foot with a child, life in a foreign
country, waiting on God for guidance and provisions. It was difficult, expensive, time-consuming, career-delaying, and full of
uncertainty. All orchestrated by a disruptive God.
The disruptions of our lives are planned by God, and they don’t often make sense in the moment. But God’s ways are not our ways
because our lives are about Him, not about us. He is orchestrating far more than we know in every unexpected disruption.
So when you find yourself suddenly moving in a direction you hadn’t planned, take heart, hold tight, and trust God’s navigation.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, help me to recognize that life’s unexpected disruptions are part of Your plan. As I learn to see my life through the
lens of Your sovereignty, may I trust You with the outcome.
Going Deeper: Micah 5:2; Genesis 15:13-16; Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:7-12; Jeremiah 31:15

Partially adapted from desiringGod.org by Jon Bloom, December 16, 2011

1
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TRUST WHEN YOU’RE SCARED
Day 20 • Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:19-23

Joseph was scared. Again. He’d risked his reputation for Mary, trusting an angel who told him her pregnancy was divine. They’d
travelled to Bethlehem for the census, birthed the baby, and then fled to Egypt under cover of night because King Herod sent
soldiers to kill them. They settled in Egypt, the land of their ancient enemies, to wait it out.
Then the angel came. Again. Twice before he’d appeared in a dream, and both times there was danger. This time the news was
better. “Herod is dead,” the angel said. “You can go home.” So Joseph obeyed. Again. He returned to Israel with his little family,
presumably to settle in Bethlehem or even Jerusalem, “the city of the great king.” Here was Israel’s temple and the seat of power
from where his adopted son, the true King of the Jews, would reign.
But his relief was short-lived. The scriptures don’t tell us why the angel didn’t tell him the whole story from the get-go. Herod’s son,
Archelaus, was Judea’s new “king of the Jews,” and he too was a brutal tyrant. One of his first acts was to murder 3,000 people in
the temple because they had memorialized some martyrs his father had put to death. He was so violent that Caesar Augustus later
deposed him and banished him to Gaul. Joseph had reason to fear.
Warned in yet another dream, now his fourth, he left Judea and moved 70 miles north to Galilee, settling in Nazareth (pop. 480!), his
hometown, where all their family and friends were. Joseph and Mary hadn’t been back since the scandal. Everyone in Nazareth knew
about the pregnancy. And everyone outside Nazareth knew about Nazareth. There is always some city or village whose inhabitants
are the butt of every joke and the object of scorn. The people of such places are considered low, uncultured, and not very smart.
Nazareth was that village. It had become a synonym for “despised,” a name of reproach and contempt.
But 600 years earlier, the prophet Isaiah had promised a time in the future when the land of Galilee would be “filled with glory,” and
from there would come a ruler who will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace,” whose
“government will never end.” Jesus would later become known as “Jesus of Nazareth,” a man who was “despised and rejected,”
from a town of the same repute, and His followers “Nazarenes.” He wouldn’t reign from a throne in Jerusalem, but rather in the
hearts of His followers. For now.
So once again, Joseph trusted the God whose angel had guided him through an incredible journey of danger and fear. He settled in
Nazareth, re-established his carpenter shop, and raised his family. His fear was real, but so was His trust in God’s character. Instead
of removing Joseph’s fear, God guided him until He brought him back home.
What scares you? God’s guidance over our lives transcends our fear of circumstances, unfair accusations, pandemics, incompetent
governments, even evil rulers. He is limited by nothing, and even our fear cannot thwart His purposes. His guidance continues into
the next steps of our lives, whatever they may be.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, you understand my fear at this time in my life. Help me trust your character during the circumstances I am facing
today. Grant me your peace and give me the courage to follow you into the next steps of your sovereign plan for my life.
Going Deeper: Psalm 48:2; Matthew 5:35; Isaiah 9:1, 6; Matthew 4:12-16; Isaiah 53; John 1:46
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JESUS HAD TO GROW UP TOO
Day 21 • Scripture Reading: Luke 2:39-40

The great thing about kids is that they’re kids and they fill our lives with much joy. The other great thing about kids is that they grow
up and become so much more than they were in the beginning.
Perhaps you were raised in a home that tracked your physical growth. In our home, a particular door jam into the kitchen was used
to record our growth. That four inches of white wood regularly charted the height of every kid in our family. You probably know the
rules. No shoes. No tippy toes. Eyes straight ahead. And then a pencil marked our height perfectly perpendicular from the top of our
heads to the mark on the wall. The big hair of the seventies was pushed down, the mark was made and then dated alongside your
name. This was the witness of our burgeoning growth—encouragement for any kid longing for a growth spurt.
Over time, that chart became our family’s rite of passage—our way of tracking the fact that we were growing up. On a regular schedule,
Dad would instruct you to stand straight, put your back against the doorframe so he could record your height for posterity’s sake.
Interestingly, someone tracked Jesus’ growth as well. Luke 2:40 says: The child grew and became strong. He was filled with wisdom
and the grace of God was on Him. Later in this chapter, Luke expands on the growth of Jesus: Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and
in favour with God and man. (Luke 2:52)
Study church history and you’ll be surprised at how much trouble these two verses caused the early church. Luke’s description of
Jesus’ growth deeply troubled early believers because they demonstrate how very human Jesus was. On one hand, it was okay
to say that He came to earth in human flesh. But on the other hand, it was difficult to say that Jesus was like us, entirely human
His whole life—marked by growing strength and wisdom and relational ability as He got older, just like every other little boy. This
seemed to fly in the face of the various Biblical passages that reveal Jesus as fully divine.
So for almost 200 years, early church fathers debated and discussed this conundrum until finally agreeing to meet at councils
devoted to figuring out exactly what Jesus was—fully divine or fully human.
In the end, they decided Jesus was both human and divine. It’s not easy to understand how this can be. But we can certainly
understand the why of all this. In Christ Jesus, God joined humanity in order to redeem the human race fully and completely. We
call this the Incarnation. C.S. Lewis wrote: The Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of God. Human beings—male
and female, young and old—can know God because God became human. And this happened because God sent His Son and the Son
subjected Himself to all the laws of human nature including growing up.
And for that we should be nothing more and nothing less than thankful today.
It’s surprising that with all that’s recorded from Jesus’ early life, this is all we know of His next thirty years of life. What we do know
from these verses is what we’d expect. Jesus was strong, wise and filled with grace and He related well and was loved by God and
others around Him.

Prayer: Dear God, I praise You for sending Your Son to live in human flesh and to save any who trust in You for salvation. Jesus, I
thank You for putting on human flesh and doing all You did out of love for us and all the world.
Going Deeper: Read Philippians 2:5-11 to read an ancient hymn of praise to God for coming in human flesh.
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PREPARE TO BE STUNNED
Day 22 • Scripture Reading: John 1:1-5

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God.” A
few verses later, John stated that this “Word” was Jesus—the God who became human and then came to “dwell” among His own
creation. It was a theological bombshell. In no other religion or mythology anywhere in human history does a creator become a
creature so he can become their redeemer. It’s unheard of, and utterly stunning.
He always existed as God
Quoting directly from Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning,” John made an intentional reference to the creation story where God simply
speaks, and the universe is hurled into existence. Jesus was there before creation. He always existed and was always God.
He is the Word
By using the Greek term “logos” (the word), John acknowledged the deep reverence the Jews had for the word of God: “The grass
withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever” (Isaiah 40:8). Time and again, the prophets stated the authority of
their message by saying, “Hear now the word of the Lord” (eg. Jeremiah 42:15). For Jews, the word had identity, power, and stability.
By His word, He holds everything together, including your life (Colossians 1:17).
He is the Creator and now there’s a new creation
The first creation revealed what the invisible God is like (Romans 1:20). He created everything. He’s good, like His creation. He is
knowable and wants to be known. So the Creator became human and made Himself known. He transformed the hearts of people
through a “new birth that comes from God.” The apostle Paul would later assert that anyone who undergoes this transformation is
a “new creation.” The Creator is creating again. The “new creation” is you.
His life is in us
“The Word gave life to everything that was created.” Genesis 2:7 says, “The Lord God breathed the breath of life into the man’s
nostrils, and the man became a living being.” Moses, in his final sermon to the Israelites declared, “The LORD is your life.” Jesus
Himself spoke over and over of the life that He gives us. “I give them eternal life,” He said (John 10:28). In fact, “I AM…the life” (John
14:6). “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10). “These things are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).
Because Jesus is the eternal God, we can trust Him and submit everything in our lives to Him.
Because He is the Creator, He calls us to worship Him as we see His handiwork in what He has made.
Because He is the eternal Word, He holds our lives together, giving us stability.
When we are made truly alive in Christ, our path through this life comes under His guidance. And His life fills us with the hope of
eternal life with Him.
All of this is truly stunning!

Prayer: Jesus, I trust You and submit my life to You. I worship You for all you have created. Thank You for the stability of Your life in
me. And thank You for Your guidance in this life and hope for the next.
Going Deeper: Hebrews 1:1-3, 10; Psalm 33:6; 119:89; Deuteronomy 30:13-20; 32:44-47; Colossians 1:15-17; 2 Corinthians 5:17
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THE LIGHT WINS

Day 23 • Scripture Reading: John 1:1-5

“In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was God...in Him was life, and His life brought light to
everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.”
“In the beginning God said, ‘Let there be light.’ And there was light.” His creation brought life where there had been nothing, light
where there had been darkness. The climax of creation: humans, made in His image, to rule, and to show the rest of creation what
He was like. But they rebelled, demanding independence from His loving rule. In an act of horrific treason, they traded good for evil,
innocence for guilt, life for death, and light for darkness. Separation from God. Yet He loved them. In an act of unparalleled grace,
He offered hope—someday a “seed” of the woman would be born, one who would repair the broken relationship and reverse the
damage to His good world. Adam and Eve couldn’t possibly have understood that the “seed” would actually be Himself. The apostle
Paul would later refer to Him as the “second Adam.”
And now finally, after generations of despair, there was hope. The “seed” of the woman had come. John called Him “the Word.” He
had created everything, breathed life into His creation, and His life brought light.
John’s readers knew about light. When God had miraculously defeated the gods of Egypt and brought their ancestors out of Egyptian
slavery, there was that “pillar of fire” that gave light to the entire nation every night of their forty year journey through the desert to
the promised land. It was a visible symbol of God’s presence among His people. He loved them still.
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.”
Now there was new life, and that life brought light. Jesus would later make the stunning declaration, “I am the light of the world. If
you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness because you will have the light that leads to life.” The Creator of Genesis and the
Redeemer of Exodus was now walking among them.
This is the story of Advent. Amid the darkness of this world, the light of Jesus Christ shines bright. He experienced all of the darkness,
even death itself, and was not overcome. Jesus is alive and now dwells in us by His Spirit.
As followers of Jesus, we still live in a world where darkness seems ever-present. We experience suffering in relationships, disease,
and death. Jesus overcomes the darkness of sin and despair in us.
How might God be calling you to carry the light of Christ into the darkness to others around you? Is there someone in your life He is
calling you to pray for or reach out to?

Prayer: Jesus, Light of the World, during this Advent season, may we not ignore or fear darkness, but help us see the same light
that came into the world 2,000 years ago still shines in us today. When we grow weary, strengthen our hearts. When we feel despair,
encourage us through your words and through our community of relationships. And where there is darkness, lead us to be Your light
reaching out to others who need You.
Going Deeper: Genesis 1; Exodus 13:21-22; John 8:12; Romans 13:11-14; Ephesians 5:8-14; 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8; 1 John 1:5-7
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WHEN GOD PITCHED HIS TENT
Day 24 • Scripture Reading: John 1:14

Many of us are campers—perhaps you’re one of them. Hard-core camping folks know the drill. Grab a tent, sleeping bags, camp
stove and cooler and off you go to the mountains. Find the perfect spot on a lake or in the woods and pitch your tent. You’re not
going to believe the connection of that phrase “pitch your tent” to what Advent is all about.
The Apostle John wrote his gospel to help people believe in Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God and experience life in His name (see
John 20:31). So it’s not surprising that his gospel begins with Jesus—who He is and why He came. We read these words in John 1:14:
The Word (Jesus) became human and made His home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen His
glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.
Here’s the connection to camping and tents and pitching them. The Greek word used here for “made His home among us” literally
means to “pitch a tent.” Early Greek theatre used tents as changing booths for actors. This Greek word meaning “tent” is the very
word used throughout the New Testament when it speaks of the tabernacle of God used by Israel in their early worship. Perhaps you
remember the tabernacle as a wooden structure with a tent pitched over the top. Thus, when the glory of God descended and took
up residence among the Israelites in the tabernacle they built (see Exodus 40:34-38), it was like God pitched His tent among them.
When the tabernacle was moved, you could say that the glory of God went camping with Israel as it wandered in the wilderness.
Years later, the temple replaces the tabernacle as the place of God’s dwelling. In Ezekiel 10 and 11, the temple is about to be destroyed
by the Babylonians and Ezekiel describes the glory of God as having left earth and gone back to heaven. Six centuries later, John
writes his gospel and declares that God has once again pitched His tent among us with the coming of Jesus in human flesh. John’s
message is loud and clear: He’s back. God has once again pitched HIs tent among us in the person of Jesus the Son.
The Message’s paraphrase of John 1:14 puts this so well: The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbourhood. We
saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son. We need to reflect on that amazing truth—God moved
into the neighbourhood and pitched His tent among us!
This single verse—John 1:14—has to be one of the most profound sentences written by human hands. It puts into words what we
might consider the most profound of all ideas—that the eternal Son of God, the creator of all we see, chose to take on human flesh
by being poured into life through a human body, the product of pregnancy and birth, and as one of us, He—the God-Man—chose to
die on our behalf that we might receive the greatest of all gifts.
Jesus coming to tabernacle among us is the miracle of Christmas. The Word became human and made His home among us. He quite
literally pitched His tent in our neighbourhood. Where do you see Him around you today?

Prayer: I praise You, Lord God Almighty, for choosing to come live among us as one of us. Thank You for being so gracious and
glorious to us, Your human children.
Going Deeper: Read Hebrews 2:14-16. How does Jesus’ humanity—He was a human being—impact our lives today according to
these verses?
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THE STRANGEST STORY OF CHRISTMAS
Day 25 • Scripture Reading: Revelation 12

If you’ve been around the Christmas block a time or two, the nativity story has become quite familiar to you. The impact of the
various Scripture readings, sermons, dramas and carols of Christmas over the years means you pretty much have this Christmas
deal down. If I administered a pop quiz on Christmas right now, it’s likely you’d do well.
If that’s you, there’s another version of the Christmas story you may not have heard before. It’s rare to see attention brought to this
version, even at Christmas. I expect many Christians have never read this account before.
But let’s change that today and read the Christmas story told in the book of the Revelation. That’s right—the book of the Revelation!
In fact, please take time right now to read the twelfth chapter of the book of the Revelation. Go ahead, read it.
These verses are a retelling of what took place with Herod, Mary and Jesus. A woman gives birth to a son who will rule the nations.
A red dragon appears, planning to devour the child the moment he’s born. This is, of course, exactly what Herod attempted to do in
Matthew 2. There we discover that he killed every Jewish baby under the age of two in order to kill Jesus, but failed in his attempt.
What a story this is! A pregnant woman clothed with the sun. A crown of twelve stars on her head no doubt representing Israel. A
seven-headed, ten-horned, seven-crowned red dragon shows up, standing in front of the woman with plans to devour the child.
A son is born who will rule the nations. God snatches the child up to Himself and His throne. The woman flees to the wilderness
even as war breaks out in heaven. The dragon and his angels versus the archangel Michael and his. In the war, the great dragon
is hurled down to earth and he is, of course, the ancient serpent known as Satan who leads the world astray. He is declared to be
defeated—this accuser. On earth, he is full of fury, knowing his time is short. And he pursues the woman who had given birth to the
male child. The earth helps the woman and the dragon spends his remaining time waging war against her offspring, all who obey
God’s commands and hold fast to their testimony about Jesus. And the Child is raised to sit on the throne.
The first Christmas is really a story about hope. But it’s also the story of a massacre. Revelation 12 is the story of a woman who has
a baby boy who is the hope of the world, the king we’ve all longed for. And it’s the story of the dragon who wanted to destroy it all.
And Revelation 12 reminds us that, in the end, God wins. Absolutely and totally. Over a monstrous dragon and a jealous king. Our
enemy is destroyed and because of Christmas, we are saved forever.
Through Jesus we overcome. An enemy called Satan. Another called death. And all the other dragons of our lives.
2 Corinthians 9:15 says: Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! In light of the strange version of the Christmas story we’ve read
today, perhaps now is a great time to say thanks to God for His gift.

Prayer: Sovereign God, thank You for sending Your Son to earth as our Messiah. And thank You as well for overseeing and protecting
our Messiah and Your plans for Him for His arrival on earth until the day He ascended to heaven.
Going Deeper: Reread the story of Herod’s jealousy and his attempt to block the coming of the King of the Jews to rule over His
people in Matthew 2:1-18. As well, take time to read Colossians 2:13-15.
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JOURNEY TO THE MANGER
The Conclusion

The Journey to the Manger is different for everyone.
Abraham’s journey started 2,100 years earlier, when God promised that one of his own descendants would “bless” the world. King
David’s journey included adultery and murder. Zechariah’s started with despair, confusion, and doubt. The shepherd’s journey
began with fear. The Magi’s included long months of travel followed by threat and escape. Joseph’s had every sort of pressure you
don’t want—danger, escape, and life as a refugee. Mary’s included the loss of her reputation.
Herod didn’t make it to the manger. He chose threat over worship.
All the others experienced the presence of a God who joined them in their journey. David received God’s forgiveness. Zechariah
learned that God’s faithfulness was greater than his skepticism. Simeon and Anna knew God’s presence in the faithfulness of
waiting. The shepherds’ fear succumbed to incredible joy as they bowed before the baby in the manger. The Magi offered their best
gifts in His presence. Joseph learned to obey God in the danger and then allowed God to craft him into a faithful human father to
the One whose Heavenly Father was far greater. Mary learned humble submission to the God whose own reputation would one day
be stained far more than hers.
All of them knew the words of the prophet Isaiah from 600 years before. “To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government
will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness
of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).
“The Lord himself will give you a sign,” Isaiah also declared (Isaiah 7:14). “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a
son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).”
Immanuel. God was with Abraham, David, Zechariah, the shepherds, the Magi, Anna, Simeon, Mary and Joseph.
And God is with us too.
Your journey may include fear, confusion, despair, or doubt. It will include failure. But God is with us in our journey, bringing
forgiveness, peace, hope, and even joy.
There is hope on this Christmas Day. Jesus has come! And as we celebrate His first coming, let’s be reminded that another day is
coming when He will come again. “For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. Then, together with them,
we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord
forever” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).
We will be with Him forever. Immanuel. God is indeed with us.
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