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In him was life, and that life  
was the light of all people.  
The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
The true light that gives light to everyone  
was coming into the world. 
John 1:4,5, 9    

	 We live in challenging times. Things we have always 

taken for granted, such as the freedom to gather together and 

worship, visit our friends, and work, today are sometimes 

impossible to do because of  COVID-19. We are used to the comfort of  our warm and joyful Christmas. 

However, this season our churches will remain empty, our friends will stay home, and we will not sing 

Christmas carols together. We long for community, for our friends, and we grieve those who have died 

because of  this pandemic. Health care officials have announced that this will be a dark winter. Sadly, 

darkness has been present in the last few months not only because of  the coronavirus. Hate groups, 

political and economic injustice, and casual racism have been emboldened by North America's current 

political tensions.  

           Nevertheless, amid this darkness, we have witnessed signs of  light. The brave commitment to serve 

from health care and essential workers, the acts of  solidarity of  many, and the creative ways our churches 

have kept their communities connected are examples showing a different way to be in the world. As John's 

gospel affirms, though darkness seems overwhelming, it has not overcome the light. It never has and never 

will. The gospel reminds us that "the true light has come." Jesus is with us. As Jesus' disciples, we are 

called to live according to this light despite the darkness: to pray for the sick, to speak against injustice, 

and to work with our hands toward peace and reconciliation.  

TheLight
has come!

T H E   L I G H T   H A S   C O M E



	 Camp Douglas is committed to witnessing to 

the light of  Jesus by sharing his message and 

providing an inclusive community grounded in his 

love and kindness. Though we could not gather 

together this past summer, we were eager to share 

the light of  Jesus. We produced a set of  videos for 

personal devotion, including campfire reflections, 

chapels for children, and Bible studies for youth. All 

material can be accessed for free at https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCcmYApTKc425H88QhpGQZIg/videos. We also created a series of  psalm readings intended to 

encourage prayerful meditation on God’s goodness, which can be found at https://www.youtube.com/

playlist?list=PL6G8iz0wlmLtwCXNWPh204oB-62E41MBC. 

	 This winter as we wait for guidance from the provincial health authorities, we are planning ways to 

continue camp’s ministry in summer 2021. We are praying for the opportunity to get together at camp or 

to bring day camps close to our communities. We are eager to share the light that we celebrate this 

Christmas season. The light that many have found at Camp Douglas in the joy of  God’s presence through 

worship together, close friendships, and the witness of  God's beautiful creation. 

           If  the darkness feels dense and overwhelming during this coming winter, and you need prayer or 

support, do not hesitate to reach out. We encourage you to remember John's words, "The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." This Christmas, we celebrate this light. With joy we 

remember Jesus's birth, the Star of  the Morning, the Prince of  Peace, and the Light of  the World. He told 

his disciples, "I am with you always, even to the end of  time." In these times, trust him, follow him and 

celebrate his arrival. He is with us! 

Yours in Christ, 

Daniel Martinez 
Janet Eastwood 
Camp Douglas Co-Directors 
director@campdouglas.ca

We appreciate your support and love for Camp Douglas ministry. 
Donations to Camp Douglas can be made through  Canada Helps, https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/

4495 . Additionally, cheques can be mailed to:  Camp Douglas c/o Haney Presbyterian 11858 216 St,  Ridge, 
BC V2X 5H8. For a monthly donation through PAR please contact Larry Eastwood 
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