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1. Read 4:1-11.   Notice how John utilizes the “door” theme in Rev. 3:7-8 and Rev. 3:20 to set up 

his readers for the next big door in chapter 4.   It’s always good to pay attention to obvious 

repetition in the context.  This is now the third door being opened in a row. 

2. Considering the troubles outlined in the seven churches, how does this vision in chapter 4 act as 

a prophetic counter-vision to the glory, splendour and power of Imperial Rome?  OR... What is 

the vision intended to do in the hearts of the original hearers? 

3. How does this vision of a cosmic worship service continue to equip the seven churches in their 

“overcoming”; in ours?   

4. Who do you think the 24 elders represent?  And is it important?  What about the 4 living 

creatures?  What do they represent to the original hearers? 

5. How do you respond to the idea that the sea (vs. 6) is like glass, and clear as crystal?  So what?  

What does the “sea” represent in the world of bible motifs?  And is it significant that this 

particular sea is perfectly calm?  How would this have been a great encouragement to the 

original hearers?  Are you surprised to hear that after Jesus returns, “there is no longer any 

sea”?  What is this all about?   

6. Are the songs of vs. 8 and 11 intended to stand alone, or are they intended to be contrasted 

with “someone” else who’s claiming these attributes? 

7. In what ways does worship play a role in your life?  How is it an antidote to anxiety, idolatry, 

etc.? 

8. Dispensationalists believe that chapters 4 – 19 don’t relate to the church because the church is 

raptured.  These chapters get time-travelled into the very distant future.  After Sunday’s 

sermon, is there at least some reason to doubt this interpretation?  Why or why not?  Be 

gentle!  

I love dispensationalists!  I was a very devout one until my Damascus Road experience! 


