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FULLFILMENT OF FAITH 
CMBC October 11, 2015                                                                          Hebrews 11:7 – 40 

 
We are talking about faith, and trying to understand what that is by looking at the 
Faith Chapter, Hebrews 11. Turn there. 
 
We took our grandchildren to the Capilano Suspension Bridge Park. 
  Suspension Bridge 

Cliff Walk 
   Glass Platform 

 With a bit of nervous, we all step out onto the glass platform. 

 Next time we came around to the platform, a group of 20+ year old were 
gathering around the platform 

 Big 20+ year old man was afraid to go onto the platform. 

 Our 6 year old grandson, Malcom, had no problem walking on to this 
platform 

 “Malcom, come take his hand and lead him out to the end.” He finally took 
a few steps out, but just couldn’t go all the way. 

 Malcom’s faith might have been naive.  

 My faith would have been seeing the structure and workmanship. I didn’t 
understand all the engineering involved, but I didn’t have to. I saw where it 
was well anchored in the rock. I trusted that the reason it was out here was 
that the people who built it knew what they were doing and wanted to give 
us a safe spectacular view of the valley below. And furthermore, I knew 
that millions of people had walked on this bridge and stood out here on 
this platform. 

 The frightened man probably believed in his head that the platform would 
hold him up, but his heart just couldn’t take the risk of trusting the platform. 
Something within him wouldn’t give in to trust the bridge. 
 

Faith in God is something like that. 
God has built a bridge from us, sinful and lost, to Himself. It is anchored in 
the Rock, as Peter said referring to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God”. And Jesus said, “On this Rock, (the confession of faith that he is 
God the Son, and Christ the Messiah, the Redeemer, the One who saves our 
souls, the One who is the way to God) on this confession I will build my 
Church, the people who have been saved by faith.” 

 At some point in our lives, we have been Naïve about our faith in God. We 
just knew we had a need and Jesus was the way to God, and we trusted. 

 Our faith has matured when we have come to know God better and know 
that He can be trusted. 
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 There are times when we doubt and are afraid to take the risk of trust. 
 
1. THE FOUNDATION OF FAITH  

The first 6 verses in Hebrews 11 lay out the Foundation Of Faith. 
a. God is the creator of all that exists 

i. There was nothing before Him. 

ii. Nothing that could undermine his promises. 
iii. God can be trusted 

What follows is knowing our place in creation. 
b. The created believing in the Creator  

i. Able trusted the bridge God provided, by humbly bringing an 
offering that acknowledged God has his only hope for 
salvation 

ii. Cain built his own bridge, believing that he could be equal with 
God, that he could impress God, and brought an offering of 
his own choosing. His offering failed in bridging the gap 
between he and God. 

c. Walking with the Creator 
i. Enoch walked with God, living a life that was pleasing to God 
ii. And he walked with God into eternal life 

d. So the foundation of faith is acknowledge that there is no other God, 
and to live a life that desires to please him, but dependent on Him 
for our righteousness. 
 

The Hebrews 11 shows us what that looks like in the life of people here on 
earth when they put their complete trust God alone. 

2. PEOPLE WHO MODELED THAT KIND OF FAITH  
a. A variety of life-styles and life circumstances 

i. Noah responded to God’s promise to punish the sins of the 
people. He spent 100 years in building a large boat having 
faith in God’s promise of a flood. 

ii. Abraham a wealthy sheep and cattle rancher was promised a 

son and a nation.  
iii. Moses raised in Pharaoh’s palace, but had a concern for the 

people of Israel and tried to handle it on his own, and failed. 
But God called him and in humility became a outstanding 
leader. 

iv. Joshua leading the Children of Israel to march around the 
mighty city of Jericho. 

v. Gideon, Barak, Samson,  
vi. Samuel, a boy left by his parents to be raised in a priest’s 

home. 
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vii. King David, an abused shepherd boy who became king, most 
of his early life a refugee running for his life 

 
b. All of them had failures in their life 

i. When the ark landed, Noah got drunk 
ii. Abraham lied on more than one occasion, gave up on God 

keeping his promise and had a son by his wife’s servant. 
iii. Jacob cheated his brother, doubted God and schemed his way 

into no end of trouble 
iv. Samuel was a poor parent and his sons lived an evil life. 
v. David committed adultery and murdered to cover it up 
vi. Rahab was a prostitute before she turned to trust God 
vii. These were not perfect people, yet… 

 
c. All of the were commended for faith 

i. Hebrews 11:39 These were all commended for their faith,  

ii. When they struggled with doubt, they all heard God calling 
them back to faith. 

iii. They weren’t spiritual giants. They simply were people who 
kept coming back to God’s promise. 

iv. The story of their lives has been duplicated time and time 
again throughout nhistory 

v. Ordinary struggling people having faith that their only hope 
was in God, and trusted in God’s purpose for their lives. 
 

3. UNDERSTANDING THE EXAMPLE THEY LEFT US  
a. Trusting God for what they could not see 

Hebrews 11:13 – 16  All these people were still living by faith when 
they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw 
them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that 
they were aliens and strangers on earth. [14] People who say such 
things show that they are looking for a country of their own. [15] If 
they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have 
had opportunity to return. [16] Instead, they were longing for a better 
country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  

i. They understood that they were part of a much larger picture 
than the immediate 
1. Bigger than what they could comprehend 
2. They believed that God had a purpose and they trusted 

Him even though they couldn’t see or even understand 
it all. 

ii. In fact here is what we read at the end of the chapter 
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iii. Hebrews 11: 32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time 

to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, 
Samuel and the prophets, [33] who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was 
promised; who shut the mouths of lions, [34] quenched the 
fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose 
weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful 
in battle and routed foreign armies. [35] Women received 
back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and 
refused to be released, so that they might gain a better 
resurrection. [36] Some faced jeers and flogging, while still 
others were chained and put in prison. [37] They were stoned 
*; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the 
sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
destitute, persecuted and mistreated— [38] the world was not 
worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 
and in caves and holes in the ground. 
[39] These were all commended for their faith, yet none of 
them received what had been promised. [40] God had 
planned something better for us so that only together with us 
would they be made perfect.  

iv. We might think, “But if you had faith, wouldn’t you escape all 
this?” 

v. These people had faith in a bigger purpose than just the 
immediate. 
 

b. It was more than a “head” belief 
i. They stepped out onto the bridge 
ii. They acted according to their faith, made choices of how to 

live. 
iii. They were willing to take the risks. 
iv. They persisted in spite of the risks 

 
c. They stepped out in faith 

i. They lived their faith 
ii. They doubted at times, but then stepped out again 
iii. This wasn’t just a cause. It was an act of righteousness. 
iv. Their faith was counted for righteousness 
v. Righteousness comes from God and it was trust in God that 

counted for righteousness. 
 

d. Life wasn’t about themselves 
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i. It wasn’t about their purposes, but God’s purpose to bring 
righteousness 

ii. They realized a purpose to bring their nation, their people to 
faith. 

iii. We heard on Friday night the commitment that the missionary 
doctor, Helen Roseveare, when she was taken prisoner by 
rebels, beaten and raped, and help prisoner for 5 months. 
She asked, “Is it worth it?” and God said, “Am I worthy?”  
“Am I, the Lord Jesus who gave His life for you, worthy  for 
you to make this kind of sacrifice for me?” 
She answered, Yes Lord Jesus, yes, it is worth it, for thou art 
worthy.” 
 

4. What puts us into the list of Hebrews 11 
a. There have been many examples throughout history. You could 

probably name quite a few 
b. It is letting our whole lives trust in God’s purposes 
c. It is stepping out in obedience to what calls us to be  
d. It is getting beyond ourselves and pour our lives into God’s 

purposes 
e. Trusting God’s purpose even when everything seems to be going against 

us 


