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WE EXIST TO GUIDE PEOPLE TOWARD THEIR 

NEXT STEP IN CHRIST. 

 

 

Never Alone 
 

Of all the names that are given Jesus in Scripture, 

Immanuel is probably the most comforting. We 

don’t have a distant God. We have an up-close and 

personal God who lived and breathed among us as 

Jesus, and who continues to be with us today. Jesus’ 

last earthly words were, “I am with you              

always” (Matthew 28:20).  
 

Take comfort this Christmas season that Immanuel 

is with you! 

Biblical Theology │ Community │ Outreach 

Small Groups 

 

Most of our Small Groups have resumed 

meeting in person. Due to COVID-19 re-

strictions, groups will have to adapt to the 

changes necessary to provide a safe environ-

ment for everyone. At this time there will be 

no childcare offered for groups. (When the      

C-19 spread decreases, restrictions may be 

relaxed cautiously and safely.) 
 

Leaders will be in contact with you to give the 

latest update on your particular group. 

The proposed budget for 2021 

and nominations for next year’s 

leaders and officers will be pre-

sented to the members for    

approval on Sunday, December 

6th @ 6 PM. We will meet in the 

Worship Center. Information 

packets will be available in the 

Welcome Center. 

 

 

Give This Christmas Away is an extraordinary outreach for the River Cities Church family to share the gospel while serving others. 

Throughout the month of December we will highlight a project each week. We are excited to see how God will use our generosity and 

efforts to make a difference for eternity in the lives of the people who receive our gift. You may bring your donations for these projects any 

Sunday or bring them by the church office, M-F, 9-5 PM.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you having a hard time finding joy this Christmas season? Join 

us Christmas Eve as we Focus on Christ.  

The RC3 Worship Arts teams will be encouraging us to find our 

joy in Christ and not in the circumstances around us. We will 

share in communion together and light our candles in celebration 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Seating is limited and on a first come basis. The services will be 

streamed on Facebook Live. 

December 6th — 12th 

Street Ministry in Huntington 

all sizes of coats & hoodies (new or gently/clean used)  

We will put personal care items & a gospel tract in the pockets. 

 

December 20th — 26th 

Two Hearts Pregnancy Center, Ashland  

onesies, sleepers, receiving blankets, 0-3 clothing, socks, 

hair brush sets, nail clippers 
(Dollar Tree items are great!) 

 

December 13th — 19th 

Huntington City Mission 

new socks for men, women, & children 

 
 

 

December 27th — 31st 

Missionary: David & Penny Winget (Bulgaria) 

books & craft stamps (pictures, not words) 

Dolly Parton library books, ESV or NIV Bibles,  

board books for young children 

leadership books, business books (pub. 2010 or newer) 

An activity is planned for our children, K—5th Grade, to make one ornament to 

keep; and choose another ornament craft kit to give to children who are patients 

in local hospitals, along with a gospel tract and information about RC3. 

Childcare Director, Ronda Shockley, will provide the craft kit, hot chocolate and 

individually packed snacks for the children. 

Per our COVID-19 protocols, we will have a maximum capacity of 12 children per 

time slot. Use the RED DOOR entrance and check in at the screening station. 

Masks are required. Parents may pick up your child one hour later. 

REGISTER YOUR CHILD @ WWW.ROUNDCHURCH.NET/EVENTS OR RC3 APP 



Hunting for Christmas 

 As a child growing up on the Elmaple Farm, I quickly learned that the last half of November was devoted to hunting deer. The 

first weekend in December was reserved for an altogether different kind of hunt. It was best if “real” winter had already struck in 

northern Michigan and several inches of snow covered the landscape. If that was the case, after breakfast on Saturday morning, 

the five of us would bundle up in our snow suits, mittens, and boots and load up the dog sled. Instead of harnessing malamutes or 

huskies to pull the sled, ours was powered by Dad’s snowmobile. Rose and Maude, our beagles, got to ride along in their cage. 

The rest of the sled was stocked with kindling and a few chunks of firewood, some rope, a cooler, a large thermos, and an axe—

we were ready to go hunting. Dad and my brother, Allan, rode one snowmobile, Mom and my sister, Susan, another. As the old-

est kid, I got to stand on the back of the sled (until I was old enough to commandeer snowmobile No. 2). We’d mush our mechanical mutts toward the cedar 

swamp beyond the fields. After letting Rose and Maude loose to run, Dad built the fire. Then he’d grab his weapon—the axe—and the hunt was on. 

We began to stalk and size up the potential prey. A Douglas fir this year? Norway spruce? A plain old white pine? We might spend an hour wandering through the 

woods and assessing the possibilities; we were in no rush. “This one’s too tall.” “No, I don’t like that big bare spot.” Eventually we (meaning Mom) would make the 

decision and the axe was put to use. By the time we dragged the tree back to the fire, the coals were glowing orange. I was proud to use my pocket knife to fashion 

a few branches into skewers, and we were ready for a lunch of hot dogs, hot chocolate, and toasted marshmallows to the background music of yips and yelps as 

the dogs flushed another rabbit or spotted a fox squirrel. 

Eventually it was time to lash the tree to the sled and head home. Rose and Maude would have run themselves weary and come back to their cell without a gripe. 

Back at the house, Dad would set the tree up in the living room, then the decorating could commence. Especially when we were younger and wore out quickly, that 

might take a couple of days. I’d also be drafted to help Grandma Cotton decorate her tree, and we’d spend an afternoon on the tree at our little country school, an 

event that always included popcorn stringing (and eating).  

Those trees signaled the start of the Christmas season. Baking, shopping, get-togethers with friends and family, and special programs at school and church were 

soon to follow. Angels atop the tree, a nativity scene below it, and Dad on Christmas Eve reading to us from the Gospel of Luke about the birth of Jesus, with those 

lights reflecting off the windows and walls, are things I’ll never forget. 

We’d sit around those trees on Christmas Day, gradually learning that it really could be better to give than receive. After the big meal was complete, there might be 

a ride with Grandma to take plates to someone who was shut in that year, and we learned some more about loving our neighbors. 

As far as I know, there was no special tree in Bethlehem. Some folks credit Martin Luther with starting the tradition of bringing a tree into the house and decorating 

it with candles. Maybe that’s true, maybe it’s apocryphal. I’m not in the least bit concerned that Jesus probably wasn’t born on the 25th of December either. What I 

know is that I love those traditions and the lessons learned in my early Christmases, and the memories that survive all these years later.  

In this crazy year, many won’t be able to do what they normally would over the next few weeks. Maybe this year, many of us will find extra opportunities to show 

what we’ve learned about giving and loving our neighbors. The things we might miss out on during the Christmas of 2020 are nothing compared to the gift we 

learned about beside those trees when Dad would read to us from the second chapter of Luke on all those Christmas Eves, the gift that sustains us through the 

troubles of this or any other year. 

However it might come about, I wish you a successful Christmas hunt again this season.   SC 

 

If you prefer to read this newsletter on our website or if you prefer to not receive this publication in the mail,  

please let us know by emailing mary@roundchurch.net or call the church office @ 304.736.8197. 

the 

with Steve Cotton 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
UPDATE 

185 shoeboxes were packed & taken to the local distribution center! 

Most of these boxes included the extra $6 to send discipleship materials. 

Thank you RC3 for your eternal investment! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Party - December 16th 
In addition to our annual white elephant gift exchange, we will collect gifts to 
share with others who may not otherwise receive a gift this Christmas. This will 
help us live out our theme verse from Philippians “looking out for the interests 
of others.” 

 
The Purity Retreat at Snowbird is scheduled for February 19-21. Registration is 
now open. Your $50 deposit can be given to Pastor Bryan until the retreat is at 
capacity and registration closes. 
 

Pastor Bryan Hagley 
304.736.8197   │   bryan@roundchurch.net   │   Insta & FB: RC3 Student Ministries 

 

 

 
 

HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY 

(formerly Empowered to Connect) 

Friday, April 4, 2021 

The Life Skills Ministry is excited to announce Hope for the Journey and 

follow-up small group for foster care and adoptive families. This event 

will help shepherd parents and caregivers with a deeper understanding 

of their child’s needs.  

 
PURSUING CHRIST TOGETHER 

(Lifeway Women’s Live Simulcast) 

April 17, 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM 

December 9th: Christmas PJ’s Theme Night 

December 16th: Store Night 


