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when God seems distant 

When God seems distant remember that things are not as they seem. I am currently doing a 

major study through Revelation. I am reading commentaries and other resources. I have 

written it out. Now I am going through writing questions of the text. I am asking God to show 

me what I cannot yet see. I am asking him to show me what he wants to reveal to me. I still 

have more questions than answers. Many things are becoming clearer though. This is one of 

the themes, “Things are not as they seem”. Revelation opens our eyes to what is going on in the 

spiritual realm much more than any other book of the Bible. Things are not as they seem when 

we see only the physical details. There are passages which give us glimpses into the spiritual 

realm throughout scripture. One such passage is 2 Kings 6:1-23. As you read this passage ask 

questions. Think of your own questions and consider these: What is going on in the physical 

world? What is going on in the spiritual world?  

Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “See, the place where we dwell under your charge is 

too small for us. 2 Let us go to the Jordan and each of us get there a log, and let us make a place 

for us to dwell there.” And he answered, “Go.” 3 Then one of them said, “Be pleased to go with 

your servants.” And he answered, “I will go.” 4 So he went with them. And when they came to 

the Jordan, they cut down trees. 5 But as one was felling a log, his axe head fell into the water, 

and he cried out, “Alas, my master! It was borrowed.” 6 Then the man of God said, “Where did it 

fall?” When he showed him the place, he cut off a stick and threw it in there and made the iron 

float. 7 And he said, “Take it up.” So he reached out his hand and took it. 

8 Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took counsel with his servants, 

saying, “At such and such a place shall be my camp.” 9 But the man of God sent word to the king 

of Israel, “Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are going down there.” 10 And 

the king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God told him. Thus he used to warn 

him, so that he saved himself there more than once or twice. 

11 And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his 

servants and said to them, “Will you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?” 12 And one 

of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the 

king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.” 13 And he said, “Go and see where he 

is, that I may send and seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in Dothan.” 14 So he sent there 

horses and chariots and a great army, and they came by night and surrounded the city. 
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15 When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army 

with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What 

shall we do?” 16 He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who 

are with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” 

So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full 

of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18 And when the Syrians came down against him, 

Elisha prayed to the LORD and said, “Please strike this people with blindness.” So he struck them 

with blindness in accordance with the prayer of Elisha. 19 And Elisha said to them, “This is not 

the way, and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.” 

And he led them to Samaria. 

20 As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O LORD, open the eyes of these men, that they 

may see.” So the LORD opened their eyes and they saw, and behold, they were in the midst of 

Samaria. 21 As soon as the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My father, shall I strike 

them down? Shall I strike them down?” 22 He answered, “You shall not strike them down. Would 

you strike down those whom you have taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set 

bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go to their master.” 23 So he 

prepared for them a great feast, and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they 

went to their master. And the Syrians did not come again on raids into the land of Israel. 

Things are not as they seem. God’s perspective is far greater than ours. This is an 

understatement. He must open our eyes to see what is really going on. Many times in this 

passage the characters are reacting out of a partial and limited view. Which ones stand out to 

you?  

Sometimes our view of God is much skewed too. And it is always limited and partial. Michael 

Card tells how his dad was disconnected from the family and how that impacted Michael’s view 

of God. This was not a permanently skewed view though, because God was working. God 

worked through another person and the scriptures to open Michael’s eyes. Michael Card has a 

wildly different perception of God now, and it is still growing. Even in our lowest moments, 

possibly especially in these seasons, God receives us, cares for us, and provides what we need.  

David also writes about God showing him what he could not see in several Psalms including 

31:21-24, 

Blessed be the LORD, 

    for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 

    when I was in a besieged city. 
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22 I had said in my alarm, 

    “I am cut off from your sight.” 

But you heard the voice of my pleas for mercy 

    when I cried to you for help. 

23 Love the LORD, all you his saints! 

    The LORD preserves the faithful 

    but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride. 
24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 

    all you who wait for the LORD! 

Especially when we are “in a besieged city” of some sort our perspective can be limited and 

become distorted. When we are experiencing hard things our perspective of God can become 

skewed and out of line with his true character. This is also true of his work around us in the 

spiritual realm. Things are not as they seem, at least from our view. We need God to open our 

eyes so we can see more of him, and more clearly his work. Reread verse “24 Be strong, and let 

your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD!” God is good! Romans 8:28 says, “And 

we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 

called according to his purpose.” This is true even when we can not see it. We need to 

acknowledge that we do not see fully. Things are not as they seem.  

Maybe, as with Elisha’s servant, God will send someone to pray that our eyes would be opened. 

Pray, ask, invite others into your journey, doubts and fears.  

Possibly this is a time to obey and live by faith in the Faithful One. There are many things we 

won’t see or understand about the future, or even the present. Take one step. Take God at his 

word. Take one step by faith.  

“23 Love the LORD, all you his saints! 

    The LORD preserves the faithful” 

Come to God as you are. Invite him to guide you and give you what you need, including opening 

your eyes. From our perspective, things are not as they seem. God is all knowing, all powerful, 

and perfectly good. Let’s cry to him for help and believe he will give us what we need.  
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If you are not able to be part of the Zoom meeting I encourage you to call someone to share and discuss 

these passages and your experiences.  

On Sunday in the Zoom meeting at 10:00 we will spend some time telling how God has opened our eyes 

to see more clearly who he is or what he is doing. Again, I encourage each of us to call a couple people 

to listen, share and pray for each other. We are created relationally and need real time connecting. 

Together, let’s be the church, a biblical community caring for each other and those in our community. 

Who do you miss seeing? Who might not be connecting with others?  

Again this week to end our time on Zoom I will send us to breakout rooms.  

I will also use music and have discovered a better way to share videos so the sound should be improved 

over last week.  


